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10 , 


Dec. 10, 1907 


Ethiopian Railway. Memorandum re¬ 
specting • • •• •• •« 


Railway. Refers to No. 47, Part III. Has 
heard on best authority that ^Menelek has 
not entered into any engagement with 
French Minister. Menelek thinks that, 
before abolishing present Company and 
granting Concession to new one, present 
Company should return to him their Con¬ 
cession. This procedure seems dangerous. 
Menelek reported to be thinking of building 
line himself (see No. 8) 

M. Klobukowski. Rumour that Menelek is 
anxious for him to go. Nothing been 
done about Commercial Treaty or railway 

Southern frontier. Refers to Part III. 
Concurs in suggestion that instructions 
already sent to Mr. Hohler respecting 
should be allowed to stand 

Defence of Legations. Refers to No. 146, 
Part III. Gives summary of present 
situation. Presses for sanction to expend 
15,000Z. (see No. 64) .. 

Railway. Informs of progress of nego¬ 
tiations between French Minister and 

. Emperor Menelek, and gives terms of 
Agreement .. 

Raid on Lugh. Transmits telegram from 
Governor of East African Protectorate 
reporting that Lugh had been attached by 
Abyssinians (see No. 9) 

Railway. Refers to No. 2. Informs of con¬ 
versation with French Minister respecting 
decheance of old Company. M. Klobukow¬ 
ski states he is in possession of new Con¬ 
cession. Difficult to reconcile this with 
statements made by Menelek (see No. 10), 

Raid on Lugh. Refers to No. 7. Requests 
that His Majesty’s Representative at 
Adis Abeba may be instructed to support 
his Italian colleague in the representations 
which latter is going make to Menelek on 
the subject of (see No. 11) 

Railway. Refers to No. 8. Menelek dis¬ 
avows intention of withdrawing old 
Company’s Concession, and absolutely 
denies having granted any new Concession 
whatever (see Nos. 15 and 36) .. 

Raid on Lugh. Informs of No. 9. To sup¬ 
port Italian colleague in representations 
to Menelek (see No. 20) 

Franco-Abyssinian Treaty of Commerce. 
Refers to Part III. Gives substance of 
draft of, which was read to him by French 
Minister. Reports conversation respecting 
railway. M. Klobukowski hopes to leave 
Adis Abeba at end ofl month (see Nos. 13, 

17, and 22) .. 
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No. 

13 ' 

Mr. Hohler 

• • 

83 


>nfidential 


15 To Mr. Hohler 


16 Sir N. O’Conor 


2 Tel. 


17 To the Marquis di San 
Giuliano 


18 To Sir F. Bertie 


5 

Africa 


19 To Sir J. Harrington 


20 Mr. Hohler 


4 Tel. 


Subject. 


Dec. 10, 1907 Attitude of M. Klobukowski. Refers to 
No. 12. Reports conversations with 
M. Klobukowski respecting the complaints 
made against his attitude, defence of 
Legations, and railway. States what he 
considers real facts oi his attitude in 
latter question 

12 Commerce on southern frontier. Refers to 

No. 62, Part III. Transmits Report on, 
drawn up by M. Zaphiro, with observa¬ 
tions (see No. 47) .. • • • • 

Jan. 12, 1908 Railway. Refers to No. 10. Informs of 
substance of No. 6 (see No 36) 

7 Access of Abyssinians to Church of Angels 

at Jerusalem. Refers to No. 278, Part III. 
Abyssinians have been informed by Porte 
that points raised by them cannot be 
entertained, and that no alteration in 
status quo can be expected (see No. 95) .. 

18, Franco - Ethiopian Treaty of Commerce. 

Refers to No. 12. Answers No. 275, 
Part III. Informs of proposed action re¬ 
specting customs duties. Report respecting 
Consular jurisdiction called for from Sir J. 
Harrington. What points should be dis¬ 
cussed at meeting which Italian Govern¬ 
ment wish to take place between Sir E. 
Grey, M. Cambon, and his Excellency ? ,. 

18, Abyssinian Railway. Refers to No. 15. 

Transmits Memorandum for communication 
to French Government, asking for favour¬ 
able consideration for Trust Company 
(see Nos. 27 and 87) .. . • •- 

13 Franco-Abyssinian Treaty of Commerce. 

Transmits Nos. 273, Part III, and No. 17. 
Asks for observations on. Is it possible 
that some scheme of jurisdiction could be 
devised which would avoid the disad¬ 
vantages of the scheme apparently agreed 
to by the French and yet be acceptable 
to the Emperor Menelek ? (see No. 119).. 

12, Raid on Lugh. Refers to No. 11. Menelek 

has expressed regret to Italian Charge 
d’Affaires at incident, and has promised to 
punish offenders and make all possible 
reparation (see Nos. 20 and 28).. 


-21 „ ,, 


22 „ „ 


23 » ,» 


Dec. 18, 1907 


25 Sir E. Egerton 


2 

Africa 


Attitude of M. Klobukowski. Observations 
on No. 223, Part III (see No. 43) 

Franco-Abyssinian Treaty of Commerce and 
Consular jurisdiction. Reports more fully 
information contained in No. 12 

Southern froutier. Refers to No. 226, 
Part III. Transmits translation of Treaty, 
which is not drawn up in usual form. 
Reports action taken in reply to Menelek’s 
request for change of line (see No. 30) .. 

Greeks in Abyssinia. Complaints of Greeks 
that His Majesty’s Consular Agent at 
Dir<5 Dawa refused to apply for passes for 
them to proceed to Adis Abeba. Informs 
of action taken (see Nos. 37 and 38) 

Raid on Lugh. Refers to No. 20. Trans¬ 
mits telegraphic correspondence received 
at Ministry of Foreign Affairs respecting 
(see No. 31) .. 


24 
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26 To the Marquis di 
San Giuliano 


27 Sir F. Bertie 



Africa 


28 Colonial Office .. I 


29 Mr. Rohler 


Dec. 26, 1907 


31 Sir E. Egerton 


3 

Africa 


32 Mr. Cartwright 


33 Colonial Office 


34 The Marquis di San 
Giuliano 


Jan. 16, 1908 Raid on Lugh. Informs of substance of 
letter from Colonial Office of 17th January 
(see No. 42).. 

j 

15, Railway. Refers to No. 18. Report of 

interview with M. Louis respecting claims 
of Trust Company. M. Louis promised 
to communicate to M. Pichon Memorandum 
contained in No. 18 (see Nos. 35.56, and 85) 

17, Raid on Lugh. Refers to No. 11. Trans¬ 

mits further telegram from Governor of 
East Africa Protectorate respecting 

Dec. 26, 1907 Abyssinian expedition into the Ogaden. 

Refers to Part III. Forwards information 
received from His Majesty’s Vice-Consul 
at Harrar respecting .. 

27, Southern frontier. Refers to No. 23. 

Abyssinian Government desirous that copy 
of Agreement should not be sent to 
England at once, as they are anxious to 
correct its form. He has informed them 
that, although perfectly satisfied with 
binding nature of Agreement in its present 
form, he will refrain from forwarding it 
for one week (see No. 48) 

Jan. 14, 1908 Raid on Lugh. Refers to No. 25. Italian 
Representative at Adis Abeba has informed 
his Government that Abyssinians have 
been ordered to retire from Benadir 
hinterland. Menelek has also ordered 
search to be made for Captains Bongiovanni 
and Mollnari. Prisoners to be released 
and raided cattle restituted (see No. 39).. 

18, HeiT Holz’s projected expedition to Abys- 

sinnia. Reports that it has for its object 
the obtaining of Concessions. Informs of 
apparently inspired article in “Neueste 
Nachrichten,” from which it would appear 
that expedition is purely sporting. No 
connection with Imperial Government (see 
No. 58) 

20, Abyssinian expedition against the Bagheri. 

Transmits Intelligence Report received 
from Acting Commissioner of Somaliland 
respecting .. 

Dec. 26, 1907 Italian protection of Ethiopian interests in 
Palestine. Reminds of. Proposes to 
explain later their action on behalf of 
Ethiopian interests, and particularly in 
respect of the claim of the Deir-es-Sultau 
Monastery (see No. 41) 


Jan. 14, 1908 


Jan. 20, 1908 


36 Mr. Holder 


.. 5 Tel. 


37 To Mr. Holder 


Railway. Refers to No. 27. Italian Govern¬ 
ment have been informed by French 
Ambassador at Rome of approaching con¬ 
clusion of Agreement between France and 
Negus. As under Tripartite Agreement 
consent of Great Britain and Italy is 
necessary for the validity of this new 
Agreement,inquires views of His Majesty’s 
Government in the matter (see No. 52) .. 

Railway. Statements in Nos. 10 and 15 still 
show actual situation (see No. 45) 

Greeks in Abyssinia. Approves No. 24. 
Informs of No. 38 
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Sir E. Egerton 
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To Sir F. Bertie 


Mr. Hohler 


To Colonial Office . 
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Africa 


4 

Africa 
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Africa 
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20 , 


21 , 


22 , 


22 , 


24, 


25, 


25, 


25 , 


28, 


Mr. Hohler 




‘ 1 , 


3, 
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Greeks in Abyssinia. Transmits No. 24. 
Has approved terms of instructions sent 
by Mr. Hohler to His Majesty’s Consular 
officers at Dird Dawa and Harrar. To 
invite Greek Government, if he thinks fit, 
to take action in sense of last section of 
No. 24 (see Nos. 37 and 65) .. 

Raid on Lugh. Refers to No. 81. Informs 
of telegram received by Italian Govern¬ 
ment from Ch&rgd d'Affaires at Adis 
Abeba. Negus has ordered immediate 
retreat of Abyssinians from hinterlaud of 
Benadir (see No. 41) .. 

Raid on Lugh. Refers to No. 39. Situation 
much improved. Lugh unthreatened 

Proposed identic instructions to British, 
French, and Italian Representatives at 
Adis Abeba. Refers to No. 34. Trans¬ 
mits draft of identical instructions which 
Italian Government would like sent to 
Representatives of three Powers at Adis 
Abeba (see Nos. 53 and 144) .. 

Raid on Lugh. Thanks for No. 26. Lieu¬ 
tenant Cibelli arrived safely at Lugh with 
part of Bardera garrison. For reasons of 
security he had to cross into British 
territory on his march to Lugh (see 
Nos. 44, 54, and 122) .. 

Attitude of M. Klobukowski. Refers to 
No. 223, PartHI. Transmits No. 21. No 
need to raise question again with Minister 
for Foreign Affairs; but, if M. Pichon 
should allude to it, Mr. Hohler’s ex¬ 
planations will enable him to dispel his 
suspicions .. .. •• 

Raid on Lugh. Refers to No. 42. Menelek 
states that Italians, without any pre¬ 
liminary parley, commenced the attack .. 

Railway. Refers to No. 36. French 
Minister states that he has just heard that 
an agreement has been come to by the 
liquidator with a new French Company 
(see Nos. 46 and 51) .. 

Concessions in Abyssinia. Refers to No. 45. 
Transmits the report that liquidator s 
action has been declared illegal, and hopes 
it may be true. Thinks that French 
Minister has wrecked old Company in 
order to secure a new Concession from 
Menelek (see No. 51) .. 

Commerce of southern frontier district 
Transmits No. 14. Have Colonial Office 
any trade returns from Kismayu ? Sug¬ 
gests that authorities of British East 
Africa should be instructed to foster trade 
between Kismayu and Borana country .. 

Southern Frontier Treaty. Refers to No. 30. 
Transmits English and Amhario texts with 
maps. Reports conversation with Menelek 
respecting .. .. «. .. 

Abdullahi Sadik’s mission. Reports con¬ 
versation with Emperor Menelek respecting 
(see No. 143) 
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Q-iuliano 


58 
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Date. 


Subject. 


3 Tel. 


56 


57 


58 


59 


60 


61 


International Ethio¬ 
pian Railway Trust 
and Construction 
Company 


Memorandum com¬ 
municated by M. 
Cambon 

Sir J. Harrington .. 


Sir F. Lascelles 


30, 


30, 


31, 


31, 

31, 


To the Marquis di San 
Giuliauo 


The Marquis di San 
Giuliano 


11 Tel. 


37 


Feb. I, 

Jan. 31, 
26, 


To Sir J. Harrington 


Feb. 4, 


1, 


5, 


Page 


Jan. 28, 1908 | Defence of Legations. Refers to Part III. 

Agrees in principle ^o construction of a 
suitable house for British Legation. Re¬ 
quests that Office of Works be consulted 
as to details of scheme and probable cost 
(see No. 64).. 

Railway. Refers to Nos. 45 and 46. In¬ 
forms of scheme accepted by official 
liquidator under threat of forced decheance 
of Company. Lawyers of Trust Company 
say liquidator’s action is illegal. Repre¬ 
sentations previously made to French 
Government respecting position of British 
creditors of Railway Company .. 

Railway. Refers to No. 35. There does 
not appear to be any reason to object to 
the terms of the Concession Which M. 
Klobukowski is endeavouring to obtain. 
His Majesty’s Government propose to 
await Sir J. Harrington’s observations 
before returning definite reply to French 
Government (see No. 60) 

Proposed identic instructions to British, 
Italian, and French Representatives at 
Adis Abeba. Refers to No. 41. Wishes 
before entering on discussions to consult 
Sir J. Harrington (see No. 61) .. 

Raid on Lugh. Thanks for No. 42 (see 
No. 70). 

Railway. Refers to No. 51. Thanks for 
representations already made to French 
Government. Asks that further represen¬ 
tations may be made respecting the pro¬ 
posal for the purchase of the whole of the 
interests of the Trust Company in the 
Ethiopian Railway Company (see No. 66) 

Railway. Refers to No. 27. Answer of 
French Government to representations on 
subject of Trust Company (see No. 82) 

Reports that Menelek had received him 
satisfactorily.. 

Herr Holz’s projected expedition to Abys¬ 
sinia. Refers to No. 82. Informs of 
article in “ Ktflnische Zeitung.” German 
Government have nothing to do with 
Herr Holz (see No. 107) 

Italian protection of Ethiopian interests in 
Palestine. Acknowledges No. 275, Part III. 
Will await further communication therein 
referred to before making detailed reply on 
subject (see No. 68) .. 

Railway. Refers to No. 52. Agreement 
acceptable in general lines, but if clause 
respecting transit and toll dues is accepted, 
Italian Government will oppose it under 
Article 3 of Italo - Ethiopian Treaty. 
French Government have been informed 11 
of this (see No. 78) .. 

Proposed identic instructions to British, 
Italian, and French Representatives at 
Adis Abeba. Transmits Nos. 41 and 53 
for observations 
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To Sir J. Harrington 

10 

Feb. 5, 1908 

Defence of Legations. Transmits Nos. 180 
and 146, Part III, and Nos. 5, 50, and 63, 
Part IV. To furnish estimate for house, 
&c., as soon as possible (see No. 130) 

To War Office 


5, 

Defence of Legations. Transmits Nos. 130 
and 146, Part III, and Nos. 5 and 50, 
Part IV. Asks for estimate of arms, 
ammunition, and materials for defence of 
Legation referred to in No. 128, Part III 
(see No. 88).. 

To Office of Works .. 

• • 

5, 

Defence of Legations. Transmits Nos. 5 and 
50. Asks for details and estimate as 
asked for in last section of No. 50 

Sir F. Elliot 

1 

Africa 

Jan. 31, 

Greeks in Abyssinia. Has carried out in¬ 
struction in No. 38. Royal Decree sanc¬ 
tioning Statutes of newly-formed Greek 
Community will be issued shortly (see 
No. 73) 

To International 

Ethiopian Railway 
Trust and Con¬ 
struction Company 


Feb. 7, 

Railway. Refers to No. 55. Informs of 
reply of French Government to repre¬ 
sentation made by His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment respecting claim of Trust Company 
(see No. 69).. 

To Sir E. Egerton .. 

8 

Africa 

10, 

Railway. Reports conversation with Italian 
Ambassador respecting 6 per cent, extra 
duty 

Count de Bosdari .. 

• • 

12, 

Italian protection of Ethiopian interests 
in Palestine. No further communication 
contemplated at present by Italian Govern¬ 
ment, who would be glad to receive 
detailed reply referred to in No. 59 (see 
No. 80) 

International Ethio¬ 
pian Railway Trust 
and Construction 
Company 

• • 

12, 

Railway. Refers to No. 66. Criticises reply 
of French Government to representations 
of His Majesty's Government (see Nos. 76, 
86, and 108).. 

Mr. Hohler 

5 

Jan. 25, 

Raid on Lugh. Refers to No. 54. Has 
made strong representation to Menelek. 
Informs of his reply. Italian Charge 
d’Affaires has so far been thoroughly 
satisfied with conduct of Abyssinian 
authorities (see No. 79) 

Treasury . . 

• • 

Feb. 14, 

Interpreters for British Legation. Refers to 
No. 229, Part III. No objection to training 
of one or two interpreters at Adis Abeba, 
but they must not be sent away to 
complete their education elsewhere. 
Suggests desirability of ascertaining what 
other Legations do in order to provide 
themselves with qualified interpreters (see 
No. 81) .. .. •. .» 

To Count de Bosdari 

• • 

15, 

Southern Frontier Treaty. Transmits copy 
of Treaty. Maps will be sent later. 
Requests that documents may be regarded 
as confidential 

Sir F. Elliot 

2 

Africa 

12, 

Greeks in Abyssinia. Refers to No. 65. 
Transmits copy of Royal Decree sanction¬ 
ing Statutes of Hellenic Community at 
Adis Abeba (see No. 210) 

: ^ ~ 
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74 


75 


76 


No. 


Sir J. Harrington .. 12 Tel. 


Sir E, Egerton „.( 8 

Africa 


International Ethio¬ 
pian Railway Trust 
and Construction 
Company 


78 


79 


80 


To Sir J. Harrington 


To Count de Bosdari 


Sir E. Egerton 


2 Tel. 
Treaty 


9 

Africa 


To Count de Bosdari 


81 


82 


88 


lo Sir J. Harrington 17 


Memorandum commu¬ 
nicated to French 
Ambassador 


Colonial Office 


84 Sir J. Harrington .. 


85 

8G 

S' 


To Sir F. Bertie ., 

To Ethiopian Railway 
Trust Company 

To Sir F. Bertie 


13 TeL 


15 

Africa 


16 

Africa 


Date. 

Subject. 

Page 

Feb. 14, 190 

>8 Question of doyen. French anxious thi 
tiieir Minister should be doyen. In oi 
interests Italian preferable. Urges the 
Italian Representative should be give 
rank of Minister before M. Brice arrive 
(see No. 77).. 

it 

IT 

it 

n 

IS 

.. 62 

14, 

Signor Tittoni’s speech on Italian Somalilanc 
Transmits summary of, with observatio: 
on Italian colonial policy 

L 

Q 

62 

17, 

Railway. Refers to No. 69. Transmit 
copy of letter from judicial liquidator U 
Vice-President of Ethiopian Railway Com 
pany, showing that liquidator only ac¬ 
cepted scheme of French Government or 
direct threat 4 of declaration of decheance oj 
the Company 

8 

) 

65 

18, 

Question of doyen. Refers to No. 74. As 
he was appointed Envoy and Minister on 
31st January he will be doyen .. 

66 

18, 

Railway. Acknowledges No. 60 (see No. 
102 ) 

67 

16, 

Raid on Lugh. Refers to No 70. Informs 
of further information received by Italian 
authorities. Discussions in Italian Parlia¬ 
ment respecting Italian colonial'policy (see 

No - 83 ) . .. 

67 

19, 

Italian protection of Ethiopian interests in 
Palestine. Refers to No. 68. As Italian 
Government do not contemplate further 
communication, Sir E. Grey is of opinion 
that any observation on his part are for 
the moment unnecessary 

68 

20, 

Interpreters for British Legation. Refers 
to No. 193, Part III. Transmits No. 71. 
lo furnish information as to procedure 
lollowed by other Legations (see No. 121) 

68 

21, 

Railway. Refers to No. 56. Asks French 
Government to reconsider their decision 
with regard to position of Trust Company 
(see Nos. 85 and 109).. .. 

68 

20, 

Raid on Lugh. Refers to No. 79. Transmits 
telegram from Governor of East Africa 
(see No. 93).. 

* *. • • 

69 

23, 

Railway. New Concession signed. Conver¬ 
sation with French Minister as to clause 
m Concession exempting railway - borne 
goods from internal taxes (see No. 87) 

69 

26, 

Railway. Refers to No. 27. Transmits 
copy of No. 82 for information. . 

70 

26, 

Railway. Acknowledges No. 69. Further 

G^ e “° nS made French 

* * • • .. 

70 

27, ] 

I{ \o T eferS t0 ? a 18 ‘ Tra hsmits 

; * „ J °, e ?q uire whether the “ interior 

Tnlf t | Ude 1 t0 in No - 6 refer °nly to 
road tolls and transit dues, and not to 

any other dues or taxes levied by Abys- 

( “mr ent wit . hiD thei :. fronti “ s 

70 
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Page 

88 

War Office 

• • 

Feb. 28, 1908 

Defence of Legations. Refers to No. 63. 
Transmits estimate of cost of arms, ammu¬ 
nition, &c., necessary for defence of 
British Legation against mob attack (see 
No. 103). 

70 

89 

Sir J. Harrington ,. 

14 Tel. 

29, 

Railway. If French Government will not 
give fair treatment to British interests in 
Company, it is possible that representa¬ 
tions to Menelek would insure them better 
treatment .. 

71 

90 

Colonial Office 

• • 

Mar. 2, 

Control of southern frontier. Refers to No. 
221, Part III. Transmits correspondence 
with Governor of East Africa and the 
Treasury (see Nos. 98 and 99) . 

71 

91 

Sir J. Harrington .. 

15 Tel. 

Feb. 29, 

Tripartite Agreement M. Klobukowski’s 
interpretation of Article 10 turns Agree¬ 
ment to our disadvantage. Proposes to 
discuss question with new French Minister 
(see No. 92) .. 

75 

92 

To Sir J. Harrington.. 

5 Tel. 

Mar. 5, 

Tripartite Agreement. Refers to No. 91. 
Requests views of new French Minister. 
If they coincide with those of M. Klobu- 
kowski, the Representatives at Adis Ababa 
ought to receive identic instructions, but 
it is undesirable to fetter their action (see 
No. 94) ,. .. . • .. 

75 

93 

Sir E. Egerton 

10 

Africa 

6, 

Raid on Lugh. Refers to No. 88. Trans¬ 
mits telegram from Stefani Agency to the 
effect that the Arusi Chiefs have been 
imprisoned by Menelek, who reserves the 
right of appointing new Chiefs. The 
“ Tribuna " reports that Captain Vitali had 
been sent to occupy Caitoi (see No. 97) .. 

75 

94 

Sir J. Harrington .. 

16 Tel. 

14, 

Proposed identic instructions to British, 
Italian, and French Representatives at 
Adis Ababa. Refers to No. 92. New 
French Minister unable to express any 
opinion pending instructions from his Go¬ 
vernment. Trial might be given to 
Italian suggestions, but Sir J. Harrington 
would prefer that Concessions should not 
be interfered with by Ministers.. 

76 

95 

Mr. G. Barclay 

2 

Africa 

10, 

Access of Abyssinians to Church of the 
Angels at Jerusalem. Refers to No. 16. 
Abyssinian Mission has addressed further 
Memorandum to Porte. Minister of 
Interior induced Sultan to reconsider 
matter, and Mutessarif of Jerusalem has 
received orders to satisfy Abyssinians 
(see No. 127) 

76 

96 

To Sir J. Harrington.. 

6 Tel. 

17, 

Negotiations with M. Klobukowski. Trans¬ 
mits correspondence with M. Klobukowski 
on questions of Bank of Indo-China, 
Ethiopian railways, &c. Reports conversa¬ 
tions with M. Klobukowski 

77 

97 

j, ,» •• 

1 

i 

25 

19, 

t 

Raid on Lugh. Transmits No. 93. Has 
Dejaz Lul Seged been degraded ? If so, 
who will succeed him ? 

77 
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98 To Sir J. Harrington 


99 To Colonial Office . 


Mar. 20, 1908 Control of southern frontier. Refers to No. 

178, Part III. Transmits No. 90. Colonial 
Office propose to place Frontier Inspectors 
under control of Legation at Adis Ababa. 
Would Menelek agree to scheme ? What 
would be probable cost of scheme ? (see 
Nos. 124 and 162) .. .. 

20 , Control of southern frontier. Refers to 

No. 90. Will consult Sir J. Harrington 
with regard to Colonial Office scheme. 
Considers that British Protectorate and 
not His Majesty’s Government ought to 
defray expense of maintaining Frontier 
Inspectors (see No. 167) 


100 Sir J. Harrington . 


101 To Mr. Lister 

„ Sir E. Egerton . 


6 Feb. 29, 


24 Mar. 21, 
Africa 
8 

Africa 


102 Count de Bosdari 


103 Memorandum com¬ 
municated by Count 
Benckendorff 


104 Sir F. Bertie 


105 | Sir J. Harrington .. 17 Tel. 


18 Tel. 


107 Sir F. Lascelles 


108 International Ethio¬ 
pian Railway Trust 
and Construction 
Company 


Interpretation of Article 10 of Tripartite 
Agreement. Informs of views of M. 
Klobukowski, and transmits corre¬ 
spondence with 

Interpretation of Article 10 of Tripartite 
Agreement. Transmits Nos. 41, 91, 92, 
94, and 96. Respecting interpretation of 
Article 10 and proposed identic instructions. 
To inform French Government that His 
Majesty’s Government consider Article 10 
applies generally and not only to Article 3 
as contended by M. Klobukowski (see 
Nos. 104, 120, 125, and 142) 

French Railway Agreement. Refers to 
No. 78. Italian Government take excep¬ 
tion to clause under which Abyssinian 
Government would levy toll and transit 
dues as well as customs duties. French 
Government have not replied to Italian 
note. Asks views of His Majesty’s 
Government (see No. 115) 

Defence of Legations. Refers to No. 88 . 
Requests to be informed of details of 
Harrington's plan for. Gives sums 
which would be needed for execution of 
Russian plan (see Nos. 129 and 130) 

Interpretation of Article 10 of Tripartite 
Agreement. Refers to No. 101 . Trans¬ 
mits Memorandum communicated to 
French Government respecting views of 
His Majesty’s Government on interpreta¬ 
tion of Article 10 of Tripartite Agree¬ 
ment (see No. 131) .. 

Protection of southern frontier. Situation 
becomes daily more difficult. Present 
number of men is insufficient. Asks 
sanction to increase it at aunual cost of 
u00/. (see Nos. 110 and 113) .. 

front , ier ' Menelek wishes Delmd- 
Kadcliffe to be Commissioner; failing him, 
Major Gwynn. Important that delimita- 

J 1 S , o d be be 8' un 80011 (see Nos. 112 

and 118) 

• • • • 

Herr Holz’s journey to Abyssinia. Refers 
to No. 58. “ fechlesische Zeitung ” an¬ 

nounces that Herr IIolz intends to obtain 
various Concessions from Menelek. This 
report denied by official press (see No. 157) 

Raiiway. Refers to No. 69. Ask that 

further representations may be made to 
french Government with a view to obtain- 
mg reasonable compensation (see No. 135 ) 
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109 

Memorandum com¬ 
municated by M. 
Cambon 

• • 

Mar. 31, 1908 

» 

Railway. Answers No? 82. French Govern¬ 
ment do not change their views, which 
remain the same as set forth in No. 56 
(see Nos. 135 and 174) 

89 

110 

To Sir J. Harrington 

• 

7 Tel. 
Africa 

April 1, 

Southern frontier. Refers to No. 105. 
Requests him to telegraph his views 
immediately on receipt of despatch which 
should arrive about the 14th April. Con¬ 
sulting Colonial Office with reference to 
his proposal (see No. 124) 

89 

111 

Sir F. Bertie 

20 

Africa 

Mar. 30, 

Railway. Transmits extract from “ Comite 
de l’Afrique Framjaise ” announcing that 
Agreement has been signed between 
M. Klobukowski and Emperor Menelek 
concerning transfer of Concession to a 
new French Company.. 

90 

112 

To Colonial Office .. 

• • 

April 2, 

Southern frontier. Transmits No. 106. 
Sir J. Harrington states that Menelek 
would like to employ as Commissioner 
Lieutenant - Colonel Delme-Radcliffe, or, 
failing him, Major Gwynn. Asks opinion 
of Colonial Office as to appointment of 
these officers.. 

91 

113 

»i >» • • 

• • 

2 , 

Southern frontier. Transmits No. 105. 
Approves Sir J. Harrington’s suggestion 
that the Inspector’s escort might be in¬ 
creased. and asks if Lord Elgin would 
approach the Treasury on the matter. 
Ai rangements made when Mr. Zaphiro 
was appointed Inspector are included in 
letter to Colonial Office of 4th January 
(see No. 117) 

91 

114 

Sir F. Bertie 

22 

Africa 

I, 

Railway. Refers to No. 87. Interior taxes 
from which goods carried by railway are 
to be exempted comprise whole of dues 
levied by Abyssinian Government on 
goods transported by road and caravan 
between Dirre-Daoua and Adis Ababa, 
exclusive of customs duties (see No. 146) 

91 

115 

To Count de Bosdari.. 

• * 

8 , 

French Railway Agreement Refers to 
No. 102. Unable at present to express 
opinion on question of transit dues and 
tolls 

92 

116 

Count de Bosdari 

• • 

8 , 

Proposed identic instructions to British, 
French, and Italian Representatives at 
Adis Ababa. Refers to No. 53. Attitude 
of New French Ministry at Adis Ababa. 
French Government have been asked to 
hasten reply to proposal. Asks His 
Majesty’s Government to support request.. 

92 

117 

Colonial Office 

• • 

9, 

Southern frontier. Refers to No. 113. Sug¬ 
gests Major Gwynn as Commissioner on 
delimitation, and Dr. Brockman as medical 
officer. Will approach Treasury if Foreign 
Office concur (see No. 126) 

93 

118 

To Sir J. Harrington.. 

8 Tel. 

10 , 

Southern frontier. Refers to No. 106. Will 
Menelek have any objection to appoint¬ 
ment of Major Gwynn and Captain Maud 
as Commissioners on delimitation ? (see 
No. 123) 

93 

119 

Sir J. Harrington .. 

10 

Mar. 21, 

Franco-Ethiopian Treaty. Refers to No. 19. 
Observations on 

93 

120 

Sir E. Egerton 

15 

Africa 

April 7, 

Interpretation of Article 10 of Tripartite 
Agreement. Has addressed note to Italian 
Government in terms of No. 101 

94 
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Page 

121 

Sir J. Harrington . 

% 

12 

Mar. 28, 1908 

Intrepreters for British Legation. Refers 
to No. 81. Suggestions for training. 
Preliminary training at school at Adis 
Ababa and finishing in London (see No. 
138) . • •• • • • 

i 

i 

. 94 

122 

»» » • 

13 

28, 

Proposed identic instructions to British, 
French, and Italian Representatives at 
Adis Ababa. Observations on No. 42. 
Draft Italian instructions 

95 

123 

>» „ . 

. 20 Tel. 

Apr. 17, 

Southern frontier. Emperor accepts Boundary 
Commissioners proposed in No. 118 

95 

124 

»» »» • ■ 

. 21 Tel. 

17, 

Protection of southern frontier. Refers to 
Nos. 98 and 110. Legation can control 
Inspectors, but it is advisable that frontier 
should be delimited before Emperor is 
approached as to proposed arrangement. 
Present system can l>e carried on if In¬ 
spectors are given additional men asked 
for (see No. 128) 

96 

125 

To Sir F. Bertie 

26 

Africa 

18, 

Proposed identic instructions to British, 
Italian, and French Representatives at 
Adis Ababa. Transmits No. 116. To 
express hope that French Government 
will soon reply to representations made to 
them in accordance with instructions in 
No. 101 

96- 

126 

To Colonial Office .. 

• ■ 

18, 

Southern frontier. Refers to No. 117. 
Transmits No. 118. Asks that Colonial 
Office may obtain Treasury sanction for 
expenses of delimitation (see No. 155) .. 

96 

127 

Mr. G. Barclay 

3 

Africa 

17, 

Disputes between Copts and Abyssinians at 
Jerusalem. Refers to No. 95. Informs 
of telegram from His Majesty’s Consul at 
Jerusalem regarding proposal made by 
Mutessarif for settlement of. States 
action taken .. 

97 

128 

To Colonial Office .. 

• • 

23, 

Protection of southern frontier. Transmits 
No. 124. Has question of additional 
expenditure been referred to Treasury, 
and, if so, with what result? (see No. 133) 

97 

129 

• 

To Count Bencken- 
dorff 

• • 

24, 

Defence of Legations. Answers No. 103, 
which has been referred to Sir J. Har¬ 
rington (see Nos. 130 and 171).. 

97 

130 

To Sir J. Harrington 

37 

24, 

Defence of Legations. Refers to No. 62. 
Transmits Nos. 103 and 129. Requests 
observations on (see No. 169) .. 

98 

131 

Sir F. Bertie 

28 

Africa 

24, 

Interpretation of Tripartite Agreement. 
Refers to No. 104. Transmits Memo¬ 
randum from Minister for Foreign Affairs. 
French Government are in agreement with 
His Majesty’s Government Transmits 
letter from M. Klobukowski to Sir J. 
Harrington, which explains origin of 
erroneous impression as to former’s mean- | 
ing (see Nos. 140 and 149) 

98- 

132 

Papers communicated 
by Mr. T. L. Gil- 
mour 

• • 

28, 

Railway. Text of Concession granted by 
Menelek to new Ethiopian Railway Com¬ 
pany 

100 

133 

Colonial Office 


27, 

Control of southern frontier. Refers to 
No. 128. Question of additional expendi¬ 
ture has been referred to Treasury (see 
No. 141)... 

105 
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134 ! Count de Bosdari .. 


135 


136 


137 


138 


.1 


139 


140 


141 


142 


Apr. 25, 1908 


To Messrs. Ochs 


Sir E.'Gorst 


Count de Bosdari 


44 


30, 
26, 
May 1, 


To Sir J. Harrington 


41 


8, 


Sir J. Harrington .. 


Count de Bosdari .. 


15 


Apr. 18, 


Undated 


Colonial Office 


May 8, 


143 


144 


Sir E. Egerton 


20 

Africa 


6 , 


India Office 


To Count de Bosdari 


18, 


14, 


145 To Count de Bosdari 

( . 


14, 


French Railway Agreement. Transmits 
copy of note addressed to French Govern¬ 
ment and their reply. Would His Ma¬ 
jesty’s Government support an Italian 
demand for alteration of clause as to levy 
of toll and transit dues ? (see No. 145) .. 


Railway. Refers to No. 108. 
No. 109 (see No. 156).. 


Informs of 


Controversy between Copts and Abyssinians 
respecting Deir-es-Sultan 

Admission of Abyssinia to Universal Postal 
Union. Transmits copies of note from 
French Ambassador at Rome to Italian 
Minister for Foreign Affairs respecting 
action of French Government m pre¬ 
senting Abyssinian request for admission 
to International Office (see Nos. 148, 150, 
and 151). Were His Majesty’s Government 
informed? .. •• •• 

Interpreters for British Legation. Refers 
to No. 121. Objections to his scheme 
owing to cost. Would it be possible for 
interpreters to finish their education at 
Khartoum? And could they be bound 
under contract to serve His Majesty’s 
Government for certain period ? (see 
No. 209) .. .. •• •• 

Governorship of Arusi country. Dejaz Lul 
Seged has been removed from, and Dejaz 
Tafari has been appointed to succeed him 

Interpretation of Article 10 of Tripartite 
Agreement. Refers to No. 131. Asks 
to be informed of reply of French Govern¬ 
ment to representation respecting (see 
No. 149) 

Control of southern frontier. Refers to 
No. 133. Transmits letter from Treasury 
respecting proposed additional escort for 
Inspector, and draft reply for concurrence 
(see No. 155) .. 

Interpretation of Article 10 of Tripartite 
Agreement, Refers to No. 101. Trans¬ 
mits copy of note from Italian Government 
stating that they are in complete agree¬ 
ment with His Majesty’s Government 
respecting .. 

Amir Abdulla Sadik of Harrar. Refers to 
No. 49. Transmits telegram from Viceroy 
respecting (see No. 183) 

Proposed identic instructions to British, 
French, and Italian Representatives. Gives 
views of His Majesty’s Government on 
proposals put forward in No. 41. Have 
the French Government replied with 
regard to Italian proposals ? .. 

Railway. Refers to No. 134. Informs of 
instructions sent to His Majesty's Repre¬ 
sentative at Paris. His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment unable ^ to share view of Italian 
Government that all internal taxes in 
Abyssinia are abolished so far as regards 
commerce from Erythreea (see Nos. 147 and 
172) •• • • • • .*• 
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114 


114 


115 
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147 


148 


149 


150 


151 


158 


154 


155 


156 


Name. 

No. 

Date. 

Subject. 

To Mr. Lister 

33 

Africa 

May 14, 1908 

Railway. To thank French Government for 
Memorandum contained in No. 114. 
Before, however, His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment can accept new Concession to Rail¬ 
way Company they would like to see 
actual text. What steps are being taken 
to appoint an Italian and British Repre¬ 
sentative on Board of Railway Company ? 
(see Nos. 147 and 152) 

To Sir J. Harrington 

44 

14, 

Prolongation of Jibuti Railway from Dire 
Dawa to Adis Ababa. Transmits Nos. 145 
and 146. Asks for report 

To the Marquis di San 
Giuliano 

• • 

15, 

Admission of Abyssinia to Universal Postal ' 
Union. Refers to No. 137. No communi¬ 
cation received from French Government 
on the subject, but it is possible that matter 
has been discussed with His Majesty’s 
Minister at Adis Ababa, who has been in¬ 
structed to furnish report (see No. 163) .. 

»» »> 

/ 

• • 

15, 

Interpretation of Article 10 of Tripartite 
Agreement. Refers to No. 140. Informs 
of No. 131. His Majesty’s Government 
have received with satisfaction assurance 
that Italian Government are in entire 
agreement with them (see Nos. 150, 151, 
and 191) 

To Sir J. Harrington 

45 

15, 

Admission of Abyssinia to Universal Postal 
Union. Transmits Nos. 187 and 149 for 
observations (see No. 177) 

To Post Office 

Confidential 

15, 

Admission of Abyssinia to Universal Postal 
Union. Transmits Nos. 137 and 149 for 
observations (see No. 160) 

Mr. Lister.. 

33 

Africa 

21, 

Railway. Informs of action taken in 
accordance with No. 146, and of M. Pichon’s 
r®ply • • •• •• • • 

Sir E. Egerton 

21 

21, 

Frontier of Italian Somaliland. Transmits 
semi - official communique of Agence 
Stefani on the nature of Convention 
signed on 16th May between Menelek and 
Italian Minister at Adis Ababa. Has 
asked Colonel Delme-Radcliffe to report 
on this arrangement. Menelek receives 
3,000,000 fr. (see No. 173) 

»! >» • • 

22 

Africa 

21, 

Italo - Abyssinian Frontier Agreement. 
Transmits Report from Military Attache 
containing account of conversation with 
Signor Agnesa. Expresses hope that 
wireless telegraphy station will be erected 
at Lamu 

Colonial Office 

• • 

23, 

Southern frontier. Refers to No. 126. 
Treasury have sanctioned proposed 
expenditure on account of delimitation 
Commission. Gives names and proposed 
movements of Commissioners. Suggests 
Commission should also demarcate portion 
of Soudan-Abyssinia frontier. Refers to 
No. 141. Treasury have refused money 
for additional escort for Mr. Zaphiro (see 
No. 158) 

International Ethio¬ 
pian Railway Trust 
and Construction 
Company 

• • 

27, 

Railway. Their claim against French Govern¬ 
ment Refers to No. 135. Further state¬ 
ment respecting (see No. 241) .. 


Pag© 


117 


117 


118 


118 


119 


119 


119 


119 


120 


121 


122 
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Subject. 


Page 


157 Sir J. Harrington .. 16 


158 To Colonial Office .. 


159 Sir F. Lascelles .. 241 


160 General Post Office .. 


161 Memorandum com¬ 
municated by M. 
Geoffray 


162 Sir J. Harrington .. 


163 The Marquis di San 
Giuliano 


164 Sir E. Gorst 


.. 7 Tel. 

Africa 


165 To M. Cambon 

„ the Marquis di San 
Giuliano 

166 To Sir G. Bonham .. 


167 To Colonial Office .. •• 


May 9, 1908 Herr Holz’s mission to Abyssinia. Refers 
to No. 107. As far as he knows only 
Concession acquired by Herr Holz is for 
establishing motor service between Dir6 
Dawa and Adis Ababa (see No. 159) .. 128 

30, Southern frontier. Concurs in No. 155 (see 

No. 164) .. .. •• •• * 2 ® 

22, Herr Holz’s mission to Abyssinia. Refers 

to No. 157. Has not proved a success .. 129' 

June 1. Admission of Abyssiniau Government to 

Postal Union. Refers to No. 151. States 
that mails are carried to Abyssinia through 
medium of Post Office in French Somali¬ 
land. Correspondence of British Legation 
carried by messenger between Jibuti and 

Adis Ababa .. .. •• •• *29 

3 , Admission of Abyssinia to Universal Postal 

Union. French Ambassador at Berne has 
communicated to International Bureau 
request of Emperor Menelek for. Asks 
that British Representative may be 
instructed to inform Swiss Government 
that the action of the French Government 
was taken after an agreement on the 
subject had been arrived at between His 
Majesty’s Government and French and 
Italian* Governments (see Nos. 165 and 
166) .. .. - •• 129 

May 16, Control of southern frontier. Refers to 

No. 98. Approves of suggestion to place 
frontier inspectors under control of British 
Legation. Has attempted to iuduce 
Menelek to allow inspectors to reside on 
Abyssinian territory. Furnishes estimates 
as to cost and number of men to be em¬ 
ployed (see Nos. 167, 195, and 218) .. 130 

June 4, Admission of Abyssinian Government to 

Postal Union. Refers to No. 148. States 
that French Embassy at Berne had been 
instructed to suspend proceedings for 
admission of Ethiopia to Postal Union. 

French Government have, however, ac¬ 
ceded to Menelek’s wishes. Italian 
Government accept proposed procedure 
of Powers .. .. •• ..131 

17, Southern frontier. Refers to No. 158. No 

objection to demarcation of frontier 
between Akobo and 6° south (see No. 187) 131 

17. Admission of Abyssinia to the Postal Union. 

Informs of No. 16G. Refers to Nos. 161 
and 198 .. •• •• •• ^ 

17 Admission of Abypsinia to Universal Postal 

Union. Refers to No. 161. Instructs him 
in sense requested by M. Geoffray (see 
Nos. 165 and 185) .. • • • • 182 

17. Southern frontier. Refers to No. 99. Trans¬ 

mits Nos. 162 and 195. Does not yet 
think it advisable to make money payment 
to Menelek. Asks whether Colonial Office 
consider number of officers proposed in- 
, sufficient States that no application will 

yet be made to Treasury on subject of 
expenses (see No. 186) .. •• 132 
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168 

169 

170 

171 

172 


173 

174 

175 

176 

177 


178 


179 


180 


JKl 


182 


Name. 

No. 

Date. 

Subject. 

Sir J. Harrington .. 

28 Tel. 

June 19, 1908 

Emperor Menelek’s successor. Menelek has 
officially named as his successor Lij Yasu, 
son of Ras Michael (see No. 170) 

» »» • • 

21 

May 80, 

Defence of Legations at Adis Ababa. Refers 
to No. 130. Explains present position .. 

The Marquis di San 
Giuliano 

• 0 0 

June 25, 

Menelek’s successor. Refers to No. 168. 
Enquires views of His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment (see No. 176) ... 

To Count Bencken- 
dorff 

Confidential 

27, 

Defence of Legations. Refers to No. 129. 
Gives further information respecting 
scheme for .. 

The Marquis di San 
Giuliauo 

• • 

24, 

Abolition of internal taxes in Abyssinia. 
Refers to No. 145. Concurs in views of 
His Majesty’s Government with regard to 
abolition of internal taxes. Requests 
support of His Majesty’s Government, and 
Btates suggestions of Italian Government, 
who would be prepared to give His 
Majesty’s Government similar support as 
regards trade with Soudan (see Nos. 192 
and 208) 

Sir E. Egerton 

24 

Africa 

26, 

Italo-Abyssinian Frontier Conventions. 
Refers to Nos. 153 and 154. Transmits 
text and translation of (see No. 202) 

Memorandum com¬ 
municated to M. 
Cam bon 

• • 

July 2, 

Railway. Refers to No. 109. Urges claim 
• of Imperial Ethiopian Railway Company 
(see Nos. 179 and 246) 

Sir F. Bertie 

38 

Africa 

2, 

i 

Franco-Abyssinian Treaty of Friendship and 
Commerce. Transmits copies of Bill 
ratifying 

To the Marquis di San 
Giuliano 

• • 

4, 

Menelek’s successor. Refers to No. 170. 
States heir appears suitable (see No. 182) . 

Sir J. Harrington .. 

22 

June 13, 

Admission of Abyssinia into Postal Union. 
Refers to No..l50. Submits observations. 
Admission of Abyssinia would be premature 
unless full guarantees are given that postal 
correspondence would be secure 

»» W • • 

23 

13, 

Fresh Concession for railway between Dir«$ 
Dawa and Adis Ababa. His view as to 
internal taxes .. • • 

International Ethio¬ 
pian Railway Trust 
and Construction 
Company 

• • 

July 3, 

Railway. Refers to No. 174. Renews 
request for representations to Abyssinian 
Government to secure recognition of rights 
as mortgagees of station at Dir3 Dawa and 
80 kilom. of railway (see No. 200) 

Colonial Office 

• • 

4, 

Soudan - Abyssinian frontier. Refers to 
No. 167. Informs that Commission has 
already been appointed to delimit frontier. 
Suggests that Soudan Government should 
pay about one-tenth of total cost of de¬ 
limitation. Total cost would be about 
8,000k (see Nos. 187 and 188) .. 

Sir R. Wingate 

• • 

6, 

Soudan-Abyssinian frontier. States that the 
Soudan Government cannot entertain ex¬ 
pense of appointing special Delegate, but 
that Major Gwynn is quite competent to 
represent them (see No. 188) .. 

The Marquis di San 
Giuliano 

• • 

9, 

Emperor Menelek’s successor. Refers to 
No. 176. Italian Government have recog¬ 
nized Menelek’s heir. What agreement 
has His Majesty’s Government come to 
with French Government on subject ? (see 
Nos 193, 196, and 206) 
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133 

133 
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135 


138 


140 


143 


144 


144 


144 


150 


150 


150 
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No. 


183 


Name. 


No. 


184 


185 


186 


187 


India Office 


M. Carlin «, 


Sir G. Bonham 


Colonial Office 


To Mr. Graham 


188 To Colonial Office 


189 


190 


191 


192 


193 


Sir A. Hardinge 


Sir E. Egerton 


The Marquis di San 
Giuliano 


To the Marquis di 
San Giuliano 


»» » 
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33 


Date. 


Subject. 


July 11, 1908 


13, 


13, 


20 

Africa 


76 

Commercia 


111 


H, 


17, 


17, 


14, 


14, 


20 , 


23, 


24, 


Journey of Amir Abdulla Ali Sadik. Refers 
to No. 143. Transmits extract from weekly 
news letter of Political Resident at Aden 
announcing that Emperor Menelek will not 
allow Amir Abdulla to go 

Admission of Abyssinia to Postal Union. 
Notifies adhesion of Abyssinian Govern¬ 
ment to Universal Postal Convention. 
Transmits copy of note from French 
Embassy at Berne to Federal Council. 
States that Federal Council is still com¬ 
municating with French Embassy on 
several points 

Admission of Abyssinia to Postal Union. 
Refers to No. 166. Transmits reply of 
Federal Government to note addressed to 
them in accordance with instruction con¬ 
tained in No. 166. Has been informed 
that application for admission of Abyssinia 
was first made by French Ambassador .. 

Southern frontier. Refers to No. 167. 
Concurs in draft despatch to Sir J. Har¬ 
rington, and suggests that staff of two 
officers would be insufficient 

Soudan-Abyssinia frontier. Refers to No. 
164. Transmits No. 180, and requests 
views of Soudan Government with respect 
to appointment of officer to assist Southern 
Frontier Commission 

Soudan-Abyssinia frontier. Refers to No. 
180. Transmits No. 181. Soudan 
Government will not appoint special 
officer, but will be represented by Major 
Gwynn. Requests that Major Gwynn 
may be informed of Sir R. Wingate’s 
suggestion (see No. 211) 

Commercial Treaty between Belgium and 
Ethiopia. Transmits law appearing in 
“Moniteur Beige” approving Treaty, 
which was signed 6th September, 1906 .. 

Summary of events in Italy during fortnight 
ended 14th July. Extract respecting 
debate in Chamber on Convention with 
Abyssinia 

Proposed identic instructions to Representa¬ 
tives of Great Britain, France, and Italy 
at Adis Ababa. Acknowledges No. 149. 
Observes on the points to be included in 
the instructions (see Nos. 199 and 215) .. 

Abolition of internal dues in Abyssinia. 
Refers to No. 172. Ilis Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment are awaiting reply of French Govem- 
.ment, and have applied for copy of text of 
new Railway Concession (see Nos. 197, 
201, and 208) 

Emperor Menelek’s successor. Refers to 
No. 182. No communicatioT has been 
received from French Government. His 
Majesty’s Government intend to accept 
Menelek’s notification of the choice of his 
heir(8ee Nos. 196, 203, and 227) 
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158 


158 
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194 

To Sir F. Bertie 

47 

Africa 

July 24, 1908 

Emperor Menelek’s successor. Menelek has 
notified his choice of his grandson, Lij 
Yasu. His Majesty’s Representative at 
Adis Ababa instructed to take act of 
notification, as it is understood French 
Minister has already done so (see Nos. 

: 196 and 206) ' •• V. 
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158 

195 

To Sir J. Harrington 

74 

24, 

Control of southern frontier. Refers to 
No. 162. Menelek ■ should be asked to 
consent to establishment of two posts in 
Abyssinian territory, but should not be 
led to expect a money payment Asks for 
views as to suitable number of Inspectors 
(see No. 218) .. .. .. 
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396 

» n 

75 

24, 

Emperor Menelek’s successor. Requests 
him to take act of Menelek’s notification 
of choice of his successor. Transmits 
Nos. 182, 193, and 194 

159 

197 

Sir F. Bertie 

40 

Africa 

25, 

New Abyssinian Railway Concession. Refers 
to No. 192. Copy of Concession cannot 
be given to Embassy until it has been 
presented to Chamber of Deputies 

159 

198 

The Marquis di San 
Giuiiano 


Aug. 8, 

Adhesion of Abyssinia to Postal Union. 
Refers to No. 165. States that Swiss 
Legation has notified adhesion, and informs 
of suggestion of French Government to 
admit Abyssinia to telegraph and telephone 
Conventions as well. Italian Government 
make reservations to latter proposal (see 
No. 204) .. • • 
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199 

To the Marquis di San 
Giuiiano 
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n, 

Proposed identic instructions to Representa¬ 
tives of Great Britain, France, and Italy at 
Adis Ababa. Observations on No. 191 
(see No. 215) 
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To Messrs. Ochs 
Brothers 

•• 

13, 

Railway. Refers to No. 179. His Majesty’s 
Government unable to make desired re¬ 
presentation to Emperor Menelek 
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201 

Sir R. Wingate to 
Sir E. Gorst 

• • 

13, 

Abolition of internal customs dues in 
Abyssinia. Refers to No. 192. Discusses 
questiou from point off view of Soudan (see 
No. 208) 
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202 

Mr. Erskine 

28 

Africa 

10, 

Boundary between Abyssinia and Benadir 
and between Dankalia and Erythraea. 
Refers to No. 173. Transmits Royal 
Decree giving effect to Conventions respect- 
ing.. • • •• •• •• 
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The Marquis di San 
Giuiiano 

•• • 
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15, 

Menelek’s successor. Refers to No. 193. 
Have French Government replied to note 
informing them that His Majesty’s Go¬ 
vernment intended to take formal act of 
notification of Lij Yasu as ? (see Nos. 205 
and 206) .. .. .. 
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Sir G. Bouham 
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17, 

Adhesion of Abyssinia to Postal Union. 
Refers to No. 198. Transmits reply of 
Italian Government to Swiss note pro¬ 
posing. Observes that Italian Govern¬ 
ment make reservations with regard to 
demands of Emperor respecting telegraphs 
and telephones. Hae sent similar com¬ 
munication to French Embassy (see No. 207) 
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To the Marquis di 
San Giuiiano 

• • 

24, 

Menelek’s successor. Refers to No. 203. 
No reply received from French Govern¬ 
ment. His Majesty’s Ambassador at 
Paris has been asked if he is aware of 
views of .French Government .. 
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To Sir F. Bertie 

54 

Africa 

Aug. 24, 1908 

Menelek’s successor. Transmits No. 203. 
To make representation to French Go¬ 
vernment in senso of No. 194, and to 
ascertain if statement contained in sec¬ 
tion 2 of No. 182 is in accordance with 
facts (see No. 213) 
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207 

Note communicated 
by French Embassy 

*• • 

28, 

j 

Admission of Ethiopia to Universal Postal 
Union. Refers to No. 204. Request 
made to Federal Council at Berne only 
applied to postal service. Would His 
Majesty's Government support further ] 
request applying to telegraphic service 
(see No. 212) 
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208 

To Sir R. Wingate .. 

• • 

29, 

1 

Abolition of internal customs dues in 
Abyssinia. Refers to No. . Transmils 

Nos. 172 and 192. Asks for observations 
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209 

Sir J. Harrington .. 

27 

July 31, 

Interpreters for Legation. Refers to No. 1 
138. Observations on best methods of 
training (see No. 222).. 

165 

210 

»» »» • • 

29 

Aug. 7, 

Protection of Greeks by His Majesty’s 
Legation. Refers to No. 73. Hellenic 
community no longer exists. Suggests 
further representations to Greek Govern¬ 
ment with a view to their appointing 
salaried Consular officer (see No. 219) •• 

166 

211 

Mr. Graham 

9 

Africa 

31, 

Soudan-Abyssinia frontier. Refers to 

No. 188. Soudan Government prepared to 
pay proportion of cost of delimiting 

166 

212 

To the Marquis di 
San Giuiiano 

• • 

Sept. 9, 

Admission of Abyssinia to Universal Postal 
Union. Informs of No. 207. Asks views 
of Italian Government before replying 
(see No. 230) 

167 

213 

Sir F. Bertie 

45 

Africa 

10, 

Menelek’s successor. Refers to No. 206. 
French Minister at Adis Abai« was 
instructed to acknowledge Menelek’ff com¬ 
munication notifying choice of Lij Yasu 

167 

214 

To the Marquis di 
San Giuiiano 

• • 

16, 

Menelek’s successor. Informs of No. 213 .. 

168 

215 

The Marquis di San 
Giuiiano 

• • 

19, 

Identic instructions respecting Tripartite 
Agreement. Refers to Nos. 191 and 199. 
Requests that His Majesty’s Government 
will propose a formula with regard to 
modus procedendi (see No. 224) .. 

168 

216 

Sir J. Harrington .. 

83 Tel. 

23, 

Protection of southern frontier. Presumes 
that grant for next year will be renewed 
(see Nos. 220 and 250) 

1G8 

217 

Memorandum by Sir 
F. Campbell 

• • 

25, 

Identic instructions respecting Tripartite 
Agreement. Conversation with French 
Ambassador, who stated that Italian Am¬ 
bassador at Paris has suggested to M. 
Pichou that further instructions should be 
giveu to Representatives of Powers at 
Adis Ababa. M. Picbon replied that 
further instructions seemed unnecessary. 
French Government requests views of His 
Majesty’s Government (see No. 223) 
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218 

Sir J. Harrington .. 

31 


Southern frontier. Refers to Nos. 162 and 
195. If extra expenditure can be sanc¬ 
tioned, three inspectors would be better 
than two .« • • •• •• 

169 
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To Lord II. Hervey. 


To the Marquis di 
San Giuliano 


To Colonial Office .. 


Lord H. Ilervey •.. 
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Oct 5, 


H, 


14 , 


35 Tel. 


Undated 


22 Tel. 


The Marquis di San 
Giuliano 


36 Tel. 


Oct. 16, 


17, 


19, 

21 , 


24, 


Greek community at Adis Ababa. Refers to 
No. 210. Reports conversation with 
Minister for Foreign Affairs. Greek 
Government propose to send their Consul- 
General at Alexandria to enquire into 
cause of decline of Greek community 

Southern frontier. Refers to No. 216. Re¬ 
quests reasons for maintaining permanent 
inspector on the frontier after departure 
of Delimitation Commission (see No. 250) 

Mr. ArmbrusteFs journey in Abyssinia. 
Transmits report by Mr. C. H. Armbruster 
(see No. 236) .. . 

Interpreters for His Majesty’s Legation at 
Adis Ababa. Refers to No. 209. Agree 
to pay cost of educating two young men 
at Khartoum, but ask that Treasury should 
be consulted before the experiment is 
repeated 

Identic instructions respecting Tripartite 
Agreement. Refers to No. 217. Transmits 
His Majesty’s Government’s reply to draft 
of Italian proposals .. 

Identic instructions respecting Tripartite 
Agreement. Refers to No. 215. Con¬ 
siders it useless to draft a clause on 
subject of modus procedendi until views of 
French Government have been ascertained. 
Thinks it advisable not to take action 
immediately, as affairs at Adis Ababa are 
quiet 

Southern frontier delimitation. Proposes 
that Major Gwynn should leave about 
20th October, as Abyssinian Commissioners 
have not been appointed. Describes Major 
Gwymi’s subsequent movements, and en¬ 
quires whether His Majesty’s Government 
require him to proceed as suggested (see 
No. 228) .. .. 

Southern frontier delimitation. Refers to 
No. 225. Informs of message he is to 
deliver to Menelek .. .. 

Emperor Meneiek’s successor. Refers to 
No. 193. Sir J. Harrington has been 
instructed formally to acknowledge an¬ 
nouncement of (see No. 239) .. 
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Transmits Nos. 225 and 


Southern frontier delimitation. Refers.to 
No. 225. Menelek too ill to read letter. 
Hopes to settle everything with Queen 
and leading Abyssinians. Major Gwynn 
starts for Ginir on 24th instant (see 
No. 232) 

Adhesion of Abyssinia to St. Petersburgh 
Telegraph Convention. Refers to No. 212. 
Transmits French reply to Italian note, 
and informs of instructions to Italian Am¬ 
bassador at Paris (see No. 237).. 
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231 

Colonial Office 

• • 

Oct 28, 1908 

Illness of Emperor Menelek. Transmits tele¬ 
gram from Commissioner of Somaliland 
respecting anti-foreign attitude of new 
Governor of Harrar (see No. 233) • • 

208- 

282 

Lord H. Hervey 

37 Tel. 

29, 

Abyssinian Boundary Commissioner. Refers 
to No. 229. Emperor is still considering 
question of appointment of. Major 
Gwynn started for Dolo. What instruc¬ 
tions for him in event of Abyssinian Com¬ 
missioner not meetiug him or not being 
appointed in time ? (see No. 234) 

208 

233 

To Lord H. Hervey 

23 Tel.. 

30, 

Illness of Emperor Menelek. Refers to No. 
281. Is there any reason for anxiety of 
European residents in Harrar reported by 
Commissioner of Somaliland ? To report 
at to Meneiek’s health 

208- 

234 


24 TeL 

Nov. 2, 

Southern frontier delimitation. Refers to 
No. 232. Major Gwynn should proceed 
with work of delimitation with full know- 1 
ledge of frontier Chiefs. His Majesty’s 
Government have full confidence in his 
judgment. Emperor should be told that 
Major Gwynn must set to work while dry 
season lasts .. 

200 

235 

M. Carlin .. 

• • 

2, 

Admission of Abyssinia to Postal Union. 
Refers to No. 212. Admission will take 
place on 1st November. Swiss Govern¬ 
ment are considering proper contribution 
of Abyssinian Government to expenses of 
International Bureau .. 

209- 

236 

To Sir E. Gorst 

28 

Africa 

3, 

i 

Mr. Armbruster’s report on his journey in 
Abyssinia. Refers to No. 221. Informs 
of instructions sent to Adis Ababa in con¬ 
sequence of .. 

210 

237 

ToGeneral Post Office 


3, 

•x • •*’ 

Adhesion of Abyssinia to St. Petersburgh 
Telegraph Convention of July 1875. : 
Refers to No. 230. Makes observations 
on opinions of French and Italian Govern¬ 
ments. Requests views as to advantages 
or disadvantages of Abyssinia’s adhesion 

210 

238 

Lord H. Hervey 

38 

Oct. 14, 

General situation in Abyssinia. Reports 
briefly on, with special reference to M. 
Klobukowski’s new Railway Concession, 
French ambitions, movements of foreign 
Representatives, Emperor’s illness, &c. 

211 

239 

The Marquis di San 
Giuliano 

• * * 

Nov. 9, 

Emperor Meneiek’s successor. Refers to No. 
237. Italian Government propose to 
instruct Count Colli to acknowledge 
Emperor’s choice of an heir 

212 

240 

Lord H. Hervey 

M it 

34 

Oct. 23, 

Southern frontier delimitation. Refers to 
No. 226. Improbable that letter will 
reach Menelek. Queen afraid to take 
initiative. Special instructions for Major 
Gwynn can be sent out by messenger (see 
No. 242) 

212 

241 

International Ethio¬ 
pian Railway Trust 
and Construction 
Company ... 


Nov. 17, 

Position of Ethiopian Trust Company. 
Refers to No. 156. Informs of French 
“ Projet de Loi ” and of disclosures which 
Company will have to make to the public 
if the Bill is passed. Requests that copy 
of both Amharic and French texts of 
original Concession may be obtained (see 
Nos. 243 and 244) 
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municated by M. 
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Africa 
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Sir F. Bertie 
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Africa 
(Confidential 


Sir J. Harrington .. 


To Colonial Office .. 
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Sir F. Bertie 


Dec. 4, 


6 , 


9 , , 


60 

Africa 


9, 


Page 


Southern frontier inspector. Refers to No. 
240. Gives reasons for not withdrawing 
Mr. Zaphiro. Recommends strengthening 
force under him (see No. 250) .. 

Railway. Position of Ethiopian Trust Com¬ 
pany. Transmits No. 241. Instructs him 
to press for reply to Memorandum of 2nd 
July, and to inform Minister for Foreign 
Affairs that Trust Company will make disa- 

f reeable disclosures if Convention between 
rench Government and new Railway 
Company becomes law (see Nos. 245 and 
247 ) 

Position of Ethiopian Trust Company 

?5 erS States their 

letter of 27th May was communicated to 

french Ambassador on 22nd July, but 
that no reply has been received. His 
Majesty s Ambassador at Paris instructed 
to press for a reply .. 

Ethiopian Railway Trust and Construction 
Company. Has spoken to M. Louis in 
sense of No. 243. M. Louis promised 
reply to representations of His Majesty’s 
Government (see No. 249) .. t 

Claims of Ethiopian Trust Company. Refers 
to No. 174. Explains delay in replying. 
Denies allegation of Trust Company that 
they had been encouraged by M. Klobu- 
kowski and M. Guernaut to help Railway 
Company. Claim of Trust Company is 
purely legal matter (see No. 257) 

Position of Ethiopian Railway Trust Com¬ 
pany. French Government threaten 
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Ihey should be requested to reply to 
Memorandum of 2nd July, inclosed in 
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have to request French Government to 
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M. Pichon .. 

230 

253* 

To Colonial Office .. 
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CONFIDENTIAL. 



Further Correspondence respecting the Affairs of Abyssinia 


Part IV. 


[ 170 ] No. 1. 

Memorandum respecting the Ethiopian Railway.—(Communicated by Mr. Gilmour , 

January 1.) 

WHEN, on the 9th March, 1894, the Emperor Menelek granted the Concession to 
construct a railway from Jibuti to Harrar, the Concession was granted to M. Ilg, a 
Swiss engineer. The Emperor has repeatedly declared that he intended the railway to 
be Abyssinian, and that it was his intention that it should be a commercial enterprise. 
The Company which was subsequently registered to take over the Concession was a 
French Company; but there was nothing to indicate that foreign capital could not 
legitimately be employed in the enterprise. The principal inducement to capitalists to 
invest capital in the line was the grant, in Article IX, of the right to levy a “ droit de 
10 pour cent sur toutes les marchandises montant ou descendant.” The grant of this 
right took the place of the guarantee which is frequently offered by a civilized Govern¬ 
ment to induce capitalists to find the money for a colonial railway. 

The right to levy the “ droit ” of 10 per cent, would have arisen on the completion of 
the railway to Dire Daouah; but, before the line was completed, the French Govern¬ 
ment had entered into an Agreement (6th February, 1902) with the Railway Company, 
by which an annual subvention was granted to the Company, and the French Govern¬ 
ment obtained certain rights and privileges. Many of these rights and privileges 
affecting Abyssinian territory were made subject to the approval of the Emperor 
Menelek. That approval has never been given—indeed, the Emperor has publicly 
stated that he regarded the Convention of February 1902 s “ an Agreement by which 
his supremacy is threatened, ,, and added that he “had always looked upon the con¬ 
struction of the railway as a commercial enterprise,” and “ had never admitted that this 
railway should become a political instrument in foreign hands.” 

To mark his disapproval of the Convention, the Emperor declined to allow the 
“ droit 99 of 10 per cent, to be collected, and the Railway Company, deprived of this 
important source of revenue, found itself in financial difficulties. It appealed to the 
French Government to remove the cause of these difficulties, and negotiations between 
the French Government, the British and Italian Governments, and the Emperor Menelek 
were entered on, extending over a lengthy period. While these negotiations were in 
progress the Railway Company was necessarily obliged to make arrangements for its 
continued existence. The funds for that purpose were provided by a British group, 
whose interests were consolidated in the International Ethiopian Railway Trust and 
Construction Company (Limited), a Company registered in London. 

The Railway Company made repeated appeals to the French Government to secure 
the removal of the difficulties under which it laboured, which were recognized by all 
those interested to be entirely political in character. At an Ordinary General Meeting 
of the shareholders, held in Paris on the 20th November, 1905, the Manager of the 
Company, in response to an inquiry by the shareholders, explained the situation, and 
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d,fl J? ultle ® tbe Company were entirely political, and could only be 

the fwL by the actl °? th ® French Government, which was in communication with 
the Company with a view to the removal of those difficulties He added 

nous rendinl 8 ’' 110 H pouvon8v ° us 1’affirmer, dans un bref ddlai, car au moment meme „ii 

vient d’etre «rr^t4 Ue a , SSC n rabl<5e nous recevions l’»™ autorisd qu’un programme d'action 

cue nout IttenH- ^ P •? G f ° UVernement Fran^ais de fa ? on 4 cc que la solution definitive 
que nous attendions soit mtervenue avant le l er Mars prochain.” 
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by th e a stMwch, r906? Vernme pr ° mlSed a solution of tbe Company’s difficulties 

..: rbere ,' S R ie sli S h ‘ est room i9 r doubt that the principal “ right and privilege ” 
which the shareholders believed would be secured to them by the French Government 

of the Con S ce S s‘°on eVy 10 “ droit ’" to whicb they were enlitled the terms 

T h V h| | ,Iuma ‘ IC ne £?°tiations were, however, not concluded by the 1st March 1906 

Z jt ST”* C r pany ’, which " as aheady the debtor of the Trust Company for a 
onsnlerable amount, found itself obliged to ask the Trust Company to make a further 

coo lant t ° P T t thC C0Up ° n duc in March ‘ Tbe French Government was not only 

dated the 1st MarT 1906T'n by ^ , Bai ' way Company, but by an official letter 
Z i . 1 190G ’ of ,vhlch a c °P y has been forwarded to the Foreign Office 

Lt only for?bo n v° *1 amingen J ent by Which the Trust undertook to find the money’ 
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tho Iri T that the arran / eme nt for the payment of the June conpon as well as of 
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the diplomatic negotiations which were then in proa, 5f 
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•enable it to enter on the enjoyment of the rights and privileges to which it was entitled 
under its original Concession. 

The Trust Company also found itself in an equally serious and embarrassing 
position. With the sanction of the French Government, and in reliance on the good 
faith of that Government, the Trust Company had advanced large sums of money to 
the Railway Company, and had agreed to accept bonds which were not negotiable 
until the 15th October. These bonds had not, in fact, been handed over to the Trust 
Company, which now saw the existence of the Railway Company menaced by the 
action of the French Government. To protect the bonds which they had agreed to 
accept in reliance on the good faith of the French Government, and also to protect the 
contract which they held for the construction of the second section of the railway from 
Dir6 Daouah to Adis Abeba, the Trust Company was desirous of maintaining the 
Railway Company in existence, sharing with the Railway Company the belief that the 
settlement promised would place the latter Company in possession of the revenues from 
the “ droit” of 10 per cent, to which it was entitled by the Concession. 

A decision had to be taken. The Trust Company took the opinion of Mailre 
S&igmann, a distinguished member of the French bar, and advised them that the Railway 
Company could, without contravening the terms ol the Convention of 1902, u fa«re les 
operations de pure administration necessities par I'intirit social.” 

Acting on this advice, the Trust Company advanced to the Railway Company a 
sum of 270,000 fr., taking as security a mortgage ‘on the station at Dire Daouah and on 
40 kilom. of the railway situated in Abyssinian territory. 

The position taken up by the Trust Company is explained in a letter signed by the 
Paris Secretary, which was addressed on the 22nd October, 1906, by the Trust Company 
to the Minister for the Colonies. A copy of this letter was forwarded to the Foreign 
Office on the 9th November. Reference is made to the letter for a more detailed 
statement of the position taken up by the Trust Company. 

Negotiations, into which it is impossible to enter in any detail, were then undertaken 
between the representatives of the Trust Company in Paris and the French Government. 
While these negotiations were still in progress, and btfore the publication of the 
Tripartite Agreement of the 13th December, 1906, another coupon fell due on the 
1st December, and the Trust Company, with the same object in view as before, again 
provided the funds for the payment of the coupon, taking a further mortgage on 
20 kilom. of the line in Abyssinian territory. The negotiations continued, and when 
the 1st March approached the Trust Company had again to consider whether it would 
continue to lend the Railway Company its financial support. M. Klobukowski, who had 
by this time been appointed Special Envoy to the Emperor Menelek, was now actively 
engaged in the negotiations, and expressed to several representatives of the Trust 
Company his desire that the Trust Company would provide the funds for the payment 
of the March coupon, M. Klobukowski stating that he wished to avoid the liquidation of 
the Railway Company. Meanwhile, the French Colonial Office, under M. Leygues and 
his successor, M. Milli&s-Lacroix, had persistently maintained an attitude of hostility to 
the Railway Company and to the Trust, lending their assistance to those who were 
seeking to drive the Railway Company into liquidation. Still unwilling to believe that 
the elements in the French Government hostile to the Railway Company would triumph, 
and conforming to the desire expressed by M. Klobukowski, the Trust made a further 
advance to the Railway Company to meet the March coupon, taking a further mortgage 
on another 20 kilom. of the railway in Abyssinian territory as security. 

On the 27th March the French Government addressed to the Vice-President of 
the Railway Company a formal mise en demeure , stating that the loans contracted with 
the Trust Company in the circumstances briefly recapitulated above, having been 
contracted without the authorization of the Minister for the Colonies, were in contra¬ 
vention of the terms of the Convention of February 1902, and giving the Company 
three months in which to regularize its position. 

In view of this formal intimation from the French Government, which invited the 
Company to place itself in judicial liquidation, the Trust Company felt that it was no 
longer possible for it to continue its financial support to the Railway Company. 
Accordingly, when on the 27th May the Railway Company applied to the Trust for a 
further advance to enable it to meet the coupon due on the 1st June, the Trust declined 
to accede to the request, and explained its reasons in a letter dated the 28tli May 
addressed to the Railway Company, copy of which was forwarded to the Foreign Office 
on the 30th May, and to which reference is made for a full statement of the position 
taken up by the Trust. 

Deprived of the financial support of the Trust, the Railway Company had no 






alternative but to place itself in judicial liquidation, and M. Vacher was appointed' 
liquidator, the “ Jugc Commissaire ” being the President of the Tribunal of Commerce. 

Had the liquidation followed the ordinary course, M. Vacher, after investigating 
the affairs of the Company, would have prepared for submission to the shareholders a 
scheme of reconstruction involving a rearrangement of the capital. But the liquidation 
has not been allowed to follow the ordinary course. The avowed object of those who 
have so persistently sought to obtain the liquidation of the Company was to eliminate 
the British element, and thus secure the exclusively French character of the enterprise. 
Had this political object—the legitimate character of which the Trust Company does 
not, in view of the provisions of the Tripartite Agreement of December 1906, feel that 
it could now call in question—been the sole object which it was desired to attain, it is 
submitted that the fair and reasonable method of attaining that object would have been 
for the French Government—with whose cognizance and sanction, and, indeed, on whose 
invitation (see paragraph 6 of the letter of the 22nd October, 1906, from the Trust 
Company to the Minister for the Colonies), some portion of the Trust Company’s 
interests had been acquired—to have, either itself or by the iutermediary of the 
financiers whose assistance in this matter it has sought, purchased the whole of the 
interests of the British group in the Railway Company. But behind this avowed 
legitimate political object, there is a further unavowed object which cannot in any sense 
be described as legitimate, that is, the acquisition by the financial group with which the 
French Government is negotiating for the construction of the second section of the line 
of the assets of the existing Railway Company at a break-up price much below their 
actual value. 

On the 7th December the liquidator, at a meeting of shareholders which he had 
convoked, explained the scheme which had been proposed to him verbally by the 
Minister for the Colonies. That scheme involves the disappearance of the present 
Company and the formation of a new Company, which should either take over the 
cxistirg Concession or acquire a new Concession from the Emperor Menelek, but in 
either case should acquire the assets of the existing Company and construct the second 
section of the line from Dird Daouah to Adis Abeba. The whole of the capital of the 
new Company it is proposed to guarantee by the French Government, and the new 
Company is to enjoy the right to levy a droit” on all goods passing over the railway, 
reduced by agreement with the Emperor Menelek from the 10 per cent, secured to the 
existing Company to 4 per cent. As regards the old Company, the scheme laid before 
the shareholders by the liquidator was that the whole of its assets should be purchased 
for an annual payment of 330,000 fr. for seventy-five years, guaranteed by the French 
Government. Certain prospective rights in the future profits of the new Company were 
also to be allotted to the shareholders of the existing Company, but these are so 
problematical in character a«* to be of little or no practical value. 

The total inadequacy of the proposal may be demonstrated in several ways; but it 
is instructive to note that the liquidator himself stated, in reply to a question addressed 
to him by a shareholder, that he could not recommend the acceptance of the Govern¬ 
ment proposal. 

If the annual payment of 330,000 fr. for seventy-five years is capitalized at 
5 per cent., it would produce a sum of rather less than 6,500,000 fr. The sum expended 
on the construction of the railway owned by the existing Company is not less than 
45,000,000 fr. Its present value, on a conservative estimate, after eliminating various 
charges which, legitimate in themselves, cannot be taken into account in estimating 
present value, is from 27,000,000 fr. to 30,000,000 fr. Whichever figure is taken, it 
will be seen that the proposal of the Government is wholly unreasonable. 

Another method of presenting the matter is this. At the price fixed for the 
purchase of the existing Company’s assets the new Company would acquire the existing 
railway at a price of, roughly, 800/. a kilom , while the Government guarantee for the 
construction of the second section provides for a cost of, in round figures, about 4,000/. 
a kilom. 

% -Again, it is undersh od that the bondholders and creditors of the existing Company 
will receive payment in bonds, one bond of 100 fr. bearing 2 per cent, interest being 
given for every bond of 500 fr. bearing 3 per cent, interest. Instead of 15 fr. per 
annum the bondholders will thus receive 2 fr., or about 14 per cent, of the capital value 
of the bonds he now holds. 

It is obvious, therefore, however it is looked at, that the proposal of the French 
Government for buying out the old Company unduly favours the proposed new Company 
at the expense of the old Company. 

In so far as the interests concerned are French, it is recognized that the matter is 
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not one in which His Majesty’s Government could be asked to intervene, but as British 
commercial interests are largely involved, it is submitted that His Majesty s Government 

is intitled to intervene for the protection of those interests. 

The grounds on which that intervention is sought are, among otheis, 

follows:— 

1 The Concession was not originally given to a French citizen. The intention ot 
the Emperor Menelek was that the railway should be a commercial enterprise, there 
was therefore no reason why British capital should not be invested in the railway. 

2. Though the Imperial Ethiopian Railway Company is a French Company, there 
is nothing in its constitution to prevent foreign capital being invested in the Company. 
At the present moment millions of British capital are invested in French Companies, 
and millions of French capital are invested in British Companies. 

3. The British group, now represented by the International Ethiopian Rail y 
Trust and Construction Company, for a long time lent its financial assistance to the 
Ethiopian Railway Company when that Company could not obtain financial support m 

France. ^ financia ] ass j s tance thus rendered was given with the knowledge ot the 
French Government. It was subsequently continued with the official sanction ot the 
French Government, and increased at the request of the French Government. 

5. The Government thus availed itself of the services ot the Trust Company to 
maintain the Railway Company in existence while the Abyssinian negotiations were in 
progress. Having thus recognized and availed itself of the participation ot the Iru 
Company in the Railway Company, it is submitted that the French Government is 
under a' moral obligation to see that the Trust Company does not suffer thereby. 
Certainly, to put the matter on a lower plane, the French Government is under an 
obligation not by any act on its part to destroy or depreciate the value ot the secuuty 

which the Trust Company accepted with its approval and consent. ,, n .. v 

6 The action of the Trust Company in making the three loans to the Railway 
Company without the consent of the French Government was not unreasonable m 

view— 

(1) Of the fact that the refusal of the French Government, involving the 
liquidation of the Railway Company, placed in jeopardy the securities which the Trust 
Company had accepted with tiie sanction of the Government; 

(2.) Of the opinion of Maitre Seligmann that the loans were not in contravention 

of the Convention of 1902; and 

(3.) Of the statements made by M. Klobukowski, the recognized agent ot the 
Government, as to the desire of the French Foreign Office that the Company should be 
kept in existence. 

7. The French Government being desirous, for political reasons, £.<?., the 
maintenance of the exclusively French character of the railway, to eliminate the "ritisn 
commercial interests, is bound to see that those interests are treated on an equitable 
basis. This obligation is strengthened where part of those interests have been 
acquired with the sanction, and even at the request, of the French Government. 

8. From the moment when it became known that the British Government hart 
acquiesced in the line to Adis Abeba being under exclusively French auspices, the 
Trust Company expressed its willingness to surrender its interests to the Trench 
Government or to a French financial group on equitable terms. It is still willing 

9. The terms offered by the French Government, as stated by the liquidator, for 
the purchase of the assets of the Railway Company, are demonstrably inadequate, and 

would entail a heavy loss on the Trust Company. * 

10. The position of the Trust Company is for the reasons already stated 
differentiated from that of the ordinary share and bond holders who acquired their 
holdings in the ordinary course. Without in any way seeking to belittle the position of 
the French share and bond holders, the Trust Company maintains that it has special 
claims to the just consideration of the French Government. 

It is submitted that the statement now made furnishes adequate grounds for friendly 
but firm representations by His Majesty’s Government to the French Government, and 
for a renewal of the suggestion that, in the interests of justice and in the maintenance 
of the very friendly relations which now happily exist between the two Governments and 
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If tu J 1WP h Gover 1 ml 'e» .should accept the principle of acquiring the interests 
at a fa!r „nH C n|,anJ u the . Etl,I0 PJ a " 1 Railway Company by purchasing those interests 
Orel f f reasonable price. If His Majesty's Government did not take special 

thTffe to A* ThK th * . Bntl8h , com “ erc i a l interests involved when consenting to 
MaiJ'fl r Abe * !l b ? ln f Under French control > it must be presumed that His 
Pnvpr/ S + ov ^ rnmei,t relied on the sense of justice and equity of the French 
joveinment to treat those interests with respect and consideration. 

t , rJv ho " eve V’ the French Government decline to recognize the just claims of 

,'mn « • ' C T', nerC ' a '"tei -68 ' 8 involved, it is impossible to doubt that a J most painful 
impression will be created in commercial and financial circles in England 

have I n •° lr u°* duCt to , the sha reholders, the Board of the Trust Company will 
have no alternative but to make a full statement of the facts in which thev mult 

necessarily point out how the French Government, having used British capital to serve 

British cTuital and h s®? Capita ' • ,vitb - rave and fla 8 ra »‘ injustice because it was 
of 1 groun of FWl! * ^ C0n8C10usly or unconsciously, lent itself to the manoeuvres 

nronerfv whieK tf n an ? lers bent on acquiring at a ludicrously inadequate price 
fWrnmI h t h Ti y u ““ °" ly aa ? ulre with the connivance and assistance ol the French 
1 he alternative will be presented that the French Government is eRher 

inspire confidenceTnTb 'F 01 'J 8 dnanclal associates, and neither alternative is likely to 
HKn G ° ?ernment ° r t0 commercial intercoLe 

January ], 190S. 


[ 199 ] No . 2 . 

Mi. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 2, 1908.) 

(No. 07. Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) P- Adis Abeba , December 31, 1907 

into inv *00 beSt aUtborl ^ y 1 llear that tlle Emperor Menelek has so far not entered 
IdtL, ^*if g ? gement "t ate y er ’ as re gards the railway, with the French Minister 
either with reference to the abolition of the present Company or to future construction’ 

Coneess" T™ thmks ^ bef ° re Wishing the presen/ Comply 

This mode If a neW i° ne> the f ° rmer 0U « ht first ‘0 return to him their CSfon 

No 7 Heto f ld pr0cedu / e seems , t0 me very dangerous ; please refer to my telegram 
No. 7 He told my informant that he thought of building the line himself y 8 

raised. * pU,poSe a tax of 1 dollar on evel T animal in the country is already being 


[ 783 ] No . 3 . 

Mi. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 8.) 

(No. 1. Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. A v A . , T 

I HEAR that the Emperor Menelek is longing for M Klobukow S \7« d' P T' 

to ton taf.SX n inw.]“ n “ b ° Ul ““ Treaty, and nothing 


t 224 ] No. 4. 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(Received January 3.) 

^'.WITH reference to yonr letter of the 27,h nl^ft^3„f 
Elgin to state, for the information of Secretary Sir E. Grey that bis T r , 1 X| 1 ; T , „ f 
in l ir \ Grey s proposal that the instructions already sent to His Majesty’s Ghargd 
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d’Affaires at Adis Abeba with regard to the southern frontier of Abyssinia should be 
allowed to stand. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) C. P. LUCAS. 


[ 32377 ] No. 5. 

Foreign Office to Treasury. 

Sir, Foreign Office, January 3, 1908. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 27th September, 1907, relative to the 
question of the defence of the foreign Legations at Adis Abeba. I am directed by 
Secretary Sir E. Grey to place before you, for the information of the Lords Commis¬ 
sioners of His Majesty’s Treasury, a summary of the situation as it at present exists. 

Sir J. Harrington’s scheme, which is already in the possession of their Lordships, has 
been accepted, practically as it stands, by the German Government, who have started 
buiding a Legation on the lines indicated and in the quarter suggested in that scheme. 
The Italian Government have authorized their Charge d* Affaires in Adis Abeba to 
spend over 3,000/. towards acquiring materials for the construction of a Legation, for 
which the Italian Parliament will be asked for a further credit of 12,000/., which sum 
includes the amount to be devoted to securing the assistance of an Abyssinian Chief 

( in case of need. 

The Russian Government practically accepted the scheme in principle in October 
1906, but they are now awaiting the observations of their Representative in Adis 
Abeba before sending their final reply. 

The French Government have also referred the question to their Minister in 
Abyssinia for an expression of his views. 

Two of the Powers interested having thus definitely committed themselves to 
a policy proposed by His Majesty’s Government, and there being no reason to suppose 
that the Russian Government will not be equally ready to accept our suggestions, 
I am to state that the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs is of opinion that it is 
more important to decide the line of action of His Majesty’s Government than to 

I await the reply of the French Government, as the dangers of delay are obvious; and 
he therefore considers that the question has now reached a stage when Sir J. 
Harrington’s proposals should again be submitted for the consideration of the Lords 
Commissioners, as suggested in your letter under reply. 

Sir E. Grey will ascertain from the War Office the actual cost of the arms, &c., 
suggested by Sir J. Harrington, and a detailed estimate of the provisions required and 
of the period for which they will keep in Abyssinia will be submitted as soon as the 
necessary information has been received from Adis Abeba ; but he trusts that in the 
meantime it may be possible for the Lords Commissioners to sanction the proposed 
expenditure of 15,000/., as, in view of the action already taken by Italy and Germany, 
it would clearly have a most unfortunate effect were Great Britain not prepared 
to devote a sum equal in amount to that already allotted to the purpose by those 
I Powers. 

With regard to the question of the discretionary power to pay 5,000/. on 
emergency for the services of a local Chief, as to which their Lordships are of opinion 
that any indication of readiness to pay such a sum would be calculated to insure the 
emergency arising, I am to point out that the power to spend this amount will be 
contingent upon the Emperor Menelek’s death, and presumably their Lordships do not 
I intend to imply that this event will be brought about by giving to His Majesty’s 
I Representative the discretionary power asked for. Should, however, the death of the 
Emperor produce a situation of danger, of which there is an undoubted risk, it will 
I then be too late to give the power in time. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) W. LANGLEY. 
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[864] No. 6. 

M . Geofray to Sir Edward Grey. —( Received January 9.) 

Cher Sir Edward Grey t . Ambassade de France , Londres , le 8 Janvier , 1908. 

A PLUSIETJllS reprises votre Excellence a exprimd le ddsir d’etre renseignde 
sur les resultats des negociations que notre Agent au Caire, envoys en mission spdciale 
prds le Ndgus, avait dtd chargd d’ouvrir avec ce Souverain pour fixer les conditions 
dans lesquelles pourrait etre ackeve et exploite le chemin de fer de Djibouti a Addis- 
Abeba. 

Jusqu'a ce jour, M. Piclion avait dfi se borner a rdpondre que les Ddgociations se 
poursbivaient de facon satisfaisante: le point ok en sont arrivdes aujourd’hui les 
ndgociations entre M. Klobukowski et le Ndgus permet au Gouvernement Eran 9 ais de 
donner, conformdment aux prescriptions do TArticle 10 de TAccord de 1906, au 
Cabinet de Londres les indications relatives a ces pourparlers. Les mdmcs informa¬ 
tions sont, du reste, adressdes au Gouvernement Italien. 

L’Empereur Mdndlik, qui, dds le ddbut, avait formellement ddolare son intention 
de ne pas accorder a la Compagnie Impdriale des Chemins de Eer Ethiopiens le droit 
d’achever la ligne ferrde, et qui demandait la disparition de cette Socidtd, s est montrd 
disposd, d’abord a ne donner qu’a une nouvelle Socidtd Eran 9 aise, prdsentee et 
recommandde par le Gouvernement Erancais, le droit d’exploiter et d’achever le 
Chemin de Eer de Djibouti k Addis-Abeba, ensuite k coopdrer, dans une mesure et par 
des moyens a ddterminer, a l’exploitation et a I’aclidvement de la ligne. 

Le mode et la nature de la coopdration du Negus seraient rdglds de la manidre 
suivante :— 

Toutes les marchandises entrant en territoire Abyssin ou en sortant par la voie du 
chemin de fer acquitteraient une taxe, inddpendante des droits de douane, de 6 pour 
cent ad valorem ; 4 pour cent de cette taxe seraient pergus au profit de la nouvelle 
Compagnie du Chemin de Eer, 2 pour cent au profit du Ndgus, k charge par lui 
d’exdcuter certains travaux utiles k la ligne. Par contre, les marcliandises empruntant 
la voie ferrde, a Texclusion des marchandises acliemindes par tout autre mode de 
transport, seraient exemptdes des taxes intdrieures de pdage et de transit. 

M. Pichon estime qu’il n’est pas sans interet de faire remarquer que cette 
exemption des taxes intdrieures ne constitue pas un rdgirne de faveur au profit d’une 
certaine catdgorie de marchandises; elle n’est en effet que la contrepartie de la 
surtaxe de 6 pour cent, qui sera per 9 ue dans les conditions ci-dessus indiqudes, et 
toutes les marchandises voyageant par le chemin de fer seront, quelle que soit leur 
nationalitd, soumises au meme traitement. En somme, la coopdration effective de 
l'Etat Ethiopien k 1’oeuvre du chemin de fer consiste a autoriser, en ce qui coucerne 
les marchandises transportdes par la voie ferrde, la perception d’une taxe dont 
bdndficiera en partie la Compagnie du Chemin de Eer, et qui remplacera les taxes 
intdrieures pei^ues sur les caravanes au profit du Trdsor Ethiopien. Si cette com- 
binaison, qui a I’avantage de ne ldser aucun interet, produisait les rdsultats escoruptes, 
elle pourrait dans l’avenir etre employee pour faciliter l’dtablissement des autres 
lignes ferrdes dont la construction est envisagde dans l’Accord du l cr Decembre, 
1906. 

L’Empereur Mdndlik a de plus manifeste son intention de participer a la 
constitution du capital de la nouvelle Socidtd au moyen d’un apport personnel de 
fonds; par contre, le Gouvernement de la Republique s’est engagd k garantir au Ndgus 
le remboursement d’une crdance importante qu’il a a faire valoir contre la Compagnie 
Impdriale des Chemins de Eer Ethiopiens, aujourd’hui en liquidation. 

Telles sont les bases sur lesquelles sera sans doute incessamment conclu l’accord 
que M. Klobukowski dtait chargd de ndgocier avec l’Empereur Mdndlik. 

En ce qui touche ies pourparlers entamds a Paris entre le Gouvernement de la 
Rdpublique et certains groupes financiers pour la constitution d’une Socidtd destinde a 
remplacer la Compagnie Impdriale des Chemins de Eer Ethiopiens, j’ajouterai, a titre 
confidential, que ces pourparlers semblent sur le point d’aboutir. Un delai a dtd 
imparti k cette Compagnie, actuellement en liquidation, pour consentir, dans des 
conditions qui lui out dtd fixees, a un arrangement amiable avec la future Socidtd en 
formation. Ce ddlai doit expirer dans quelques jours, et si les conditions posdes ne 
sont pas acceptdes, la Compagnie sera ddclaree ddcliue de ses droits. En tout dtat de 
cause les actionnaires, obligataires, et creanciers de la Compagnie en liquidation 
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subiront un traitement egal, quelle que soit leur nationalitd. Enfin la Socidtd, qui 
est prdte k se constituer ddfinitivement dds l’expiration du ddlai accordd k l’ancienne 
Compagnie des Chemins de Eer Ethiopiens, est, dds maintenant, entrde en pour¬ 
parlers avec Mdndlik pour la conclusion, sur les bases du projet d’Accord qui vient 
d’etre exposd, d’un Contrat de Concession destind k remplacer le Contrat de 1894, 
conclu entre le Ndgus et M. Ilg et transfdrd par ce dernier a la Compagnie Impdriale 
des Chemins de Eer Ethiopiens. 

Agrdez, &c. 

(Signd) GEOFFRAY. 


[833] No. 7. • 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—{Received January 9.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies presents his compliments to the 
Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and is directed by the Secretary of State 
to transmit to him, to be laid before Sir E. Grey, a telegram from the Governor of 
the East Africa Protectorate on the subject of an attack upon the Italian garrison at 
Lugh. 

Downing Street, January 8, 1908. 


Inclosure in No. 7. 

Governor Hayes-Sadler to the Earl of Elgin. 

(Telegraphic.) P. [ Received January 8, 1908.] 

HAVE received from Kismayu following telegram :— 

“ A report has been received from the Italian authorities that the Lugh garrison 
has been attacked and two officers and large number of men killed. Lugh beseiged 
and held by a small force under a commercial agent; a portion of the Bardera 
garrison has marched out; grave fears entertained for their safety. Two hundred men 
under two officers leave Guimbo for Bardera immediately. Strength of attacking 
force said to be Abyssinians about 1,200.” 


[897] No. 8. 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received January 9.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Adis Abeba , January 7, 1908. 

MY telegram No. 67 : Railway. 

I had an interview this morning with the French Minister, who has for some days 
been absent from Adis Abeba. 

According to his statements, on the 24th or 25th December the Company received 
warning through the liquidator that they were given fifteen days within which they 
might accept or refuse the offers made to them on behalf of the new Company. He 
was waiting to hear the result; the term would expire on the 10th January. Their 
decheance would be declared in the event of their refusing. I inquired how this was, 
as I had understood that the Company was so far found to be solvent. He explained 
that it would not be a financial but an administrative decheance , based upon the 
non-observance by the Company of the terms of the Agreement of 1902 (see Article 16) 
between it and the French Government. The interests of the shareholders, French and 
foreign alike, were being fully safeguarded, though in what way he did not know ; the 
liabilities of the old Company would devolve upon the Government. The railway, 
pending the assumption of the line under the new Concession by the new Company, 
would continue to be worked in the colony under the supervision of the Governor, and 
in Abyssinia under the supervision of the French Consul and an Abyssinian Delegate. 

He assured me that the new Concession was in his possession, and that he had 
obtained it on the 14th July, 1907. 

1 earing that the interests of the Trust Company might thus be irretrievably lost, 
I anxiously asked whether he was quite sure that the new Concession had been duly 
[1557] D * 
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signed, as it appeared to me that if this were not the case it would be most dangerous 
for the present Concession to be withdrawn, and he replied that there was no doubt on 
this point. 

To reconcile these statements with those made by the Emperor Menelek with every 
appearance of good faith and sincerity seems to me utterly impossible, as also to say 
which party is speaking the truth, though personally l believe the Emperor (refer to 
Sir F. Bertie’s telegram No. 63, to my despatch No. 54, &c.). 

That Menelek has never swerved from his refusal to recognize the Agreement of 
1902, which he regards as an infringement, of his sovereign rights, must not be 
forgotten. Also I have no knowledge as to whether the new Company is yet in 
existence. 

In any case, it seems certain Jthat M. Klobukowski is not keeping me properly 
informed of his proceedings. 


[971] No. 9. 

The Marquis di San Giuliano to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 10.) 
(Translation.) 

M. le Ministre, Italian Embassy , London , January 8 , 1908. 

NEWS has been received from the Government of the Benadir that 2,000 
Ahyssinians have raided the population and caravans round about Lugh, and have 
killed a Benadir merchant and about 1,000 Rahawin. That tribe have turned for help 
to the Chief of the Italian station of Lugh, who immediately made preparations to 
assist and protect them. In an encounter which followed, two Italian officers are 
said to have been killed. 

I have the honour to address myself to your Excellency, in accordance with 
instructions which I have received, and to request you, in conformity with the terms 
of the Agreement of the 13th December, 1906, to be good enough to send instructions 
as soon as possible to His Britannic Majesty’s Legation at Adis Abeba to give their 
powerful support to the Italian Charge d’Affaires in that capital in the negotiations 
upon which he must enter with the Negus, with a view to remedying the state of 
affairs which have resulted from the facts mentioned above, and to prevent a renewal 
of them. 

I shall be grateful to your Excellency for any communication which you may be 
good enough to make to me on this subject, and I avail, &c. 

(Signed) A. di SAN GIULIANO. 


[970] No. 10. 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey .—( Received January 10.) 

(No. 3.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Adis Abeba , January 8, 1908. 

WITH reference to my immediately preceding telegram, the Emperor Menelek 
disavowed all intention of withdrawing the old Company’s Concession, and absolutely 
denied having granted any new Concession whatever. 


[971] 


No. 11. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Hohler. 

Foreign Office , January 10, 1908. 


(No. 1.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

ABYSSINIAN raid on Lugh. 

The Italian Ambassador has informed us that some Abyssinians have raided the 
country round Lugh, and that some Italians and many natives have been killed 
by them. 

Representations are being made by the Italian Charge d’Affaires with a view to 
putting an end to this state of affairs, and of preventing its recurrence. You should 
cordially support Count Colli. 
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[io:5] No * 12 - 

Mr Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 11, 1908.) 

Sh*° ^ Abeba, December 10, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to report that M. Klobukowski having recently informed 
me that the three Governments had agreed to accept Consular jurisdiction, I 
inquired whether he consequently was recommencing his negotiations for the revision 
of the French Commercial Treaty. His Excellency replied in the affirmative, and 1 
accordingly visited him this morning, when he was good enough to read me the draft 

of the new Treaty. , j . J . ... ,. 

It is practically identical with the other existing Treaties, with two exceptions: 

it provides for a customs duty of 10 per cent., while the old unpublished French 
Treaty provided for 8 per cent, only; but this clause has never been operative. 

The 10 per cent, is to be levied on the value at the point of entry into Abyssinia, 
ie the cost price of the goods, plus freight, insurance, and packing, but as the 
Customs officials in this country are not yet sufficiently versed m their duties to 
calculate this value, the present method of taxing at 10 per cent, on cost price will 
remain in force until the Customs staff is duly efficient. Also wines will be subject 
only to an 8 per cent, customs. This M. Klobukowski had obtained on account ot the 

recent crisis in the wine trade in France. . ..... 

The second exception is the clause providing for Consular jurisdiction, 
which is on the usual lines; cases between French subjects to be heard by a 
French Judge; cases brought by French citizens against Abyssinians to be heard by 
an Abyssinian Judge; cases brought by Abyssinians against French to be heard 
in the" French Court. In the two latter instances, the plaintiff may have the 

assistance of a compatriot to watch his interests. 

When Abyssinia has a code similar to those obtaining in European countries, this 

jurisdiction may be abolished by mutual consent. 

His Excellency was verv sanguine that this clause would be accepted by the 
Emperor Menelek. He may be right, but from all I can hear it is very improbable. 
I promised to help him in any way I could, and we agreed that for the present the 
best way to do so would be to keep absolutely silent on the matter. 

Subsequentlv, I inquired about the railway, and whether the financial resources 
for the further construction of the line were the same as he had previously stated 
them to be, namely, a pre'levement on railway-borne goods. To this he replied in the 
affirmative. He added that he was now making really good progress with these 
negotiations, or rather that Dr. Vitalien was, who was being appointed the repre¬ 
sentative of the new Company which is to take over the assets of the old, as well as 
rights of further construction. He said that the interests of both foreigners and 
French in the old Company were being preserved as far as possible. He hopes to be 
able to leave Adis Abeba at the end of the month, but he has been instructed to 
remain here until ordered to leave, and then he is to return not to Cairo, but to 
Paris. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLER. 


[1026] No - 13 - 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 11, 1 8.) 

(No. 83. Confidential.) 

gj r Adis Abeba , December 10, 1907. 

WITH reference to my immediately preceding despatch, I have the honour to 
report that M. Klobukowski’s attitude during the two conversations therein related 
was entirely changed from what it had been previously. 

He said that the charges brought against him by myself and the Italian Charge 
d’Affaires had been very heavy, but his Government has quite approved his conduct 
and his interpretation of the Agreement, and he read me a telegram to this effect. 

But, at the same time, he endeavoured to prove how he bad always acted strictly 
in accordance with the Agreement, and instanced the manner in which he had 
communicated to me his efforts for Consular jurisdiction. You will remember that I 
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I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLER. 


t 102 ’] No. 14. 

(Nc. 84) ^ ^ Ed “' d 11,1908.) 

Sir, 

IN his despatch No. 8 of the 20th May last Mr (1 11““’ 9 t ?? Wr 12 ’ 19 ° 7 ' 

- th ' <* 

him to correct some of his earlier statements. ’ ex Pe«ence has enabled 
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According to the Tables attached to Mr. Zaphiro’s Report, if the figures are any¬ 
where approaching the truth, it appears that, even under present circumstances, the trade 
is well worth capturing. The first, three items of cotton cloth alone, even supposing that 
only half the quantity alleged is imported, make up a total value of close on a 
1 000,000 rupees per annum, reckoning at Kismayu prices. 

In his earlier Reports, Mr. Zaphiro remarked that the merchant would prefer the 
road to the frontier (taking Churre Moyeli as the centre and chief point of the frontier, 
ns stated in my despatch No. 76 of the 10th November) via Wojjeira, ie., from Kismayu, 
if they could get protection from the Abyssinians and their exactions. There are no 
Abyssinians there now, and yet the road is not used. It appears that British Regulations 
prove more burdensome to them than Abyssinian raids, for under them some of their 
principal articles of export are systematically confiscated, namely, their ivory, rhinoceros 
horns, and ostrich feathers. 

Further, 1 would call your attention to the fact that Kismayu is now closed to all 
Somalis, or that at least a tax of 50 per cent, is levied on every sale made to a Somali. 
This blockade was imposed as a punishment for a murder committed in May ot last year, 
and no doubt is having a very salutary effect. It will, however, doubtlessly be raised 
as soon as the scheme for the administration of the frontier district is put into 
force. Meanwhile it will be noticed that it inflicts considerable hardship on innocent 

^ A merchant takes usually from two to three months to travel from Churre Moyeli 
to Lugh and back, the number of marches each way being twenty-three. To Borana 
and back he takes about six months. To Kismayu it is twenty-five marches, and the 
man goes there and back in about four months. To Nairobi it is thirty marches for a 
camel, hut a mule can do the journey in seventeen days. 

As far as Marsabit by the road going by the Huri Hills, there is .water every two 
days, but, by going direct across the waterless Gallgallo Plain, which presents no 
obstacle whatever to camels, Marsabit could be reached in five days, i.e., two days more 
quickly. I understand there is a fine corps of trotting camels at Kismayu, and 1 would 
venture to suggest that ten or twelve of these might profitably be employed to establish 
a courier service between Nairobi and the frontier; they should be able to accomplish 
the journey in fifteen days, i.e., as quick as to Adis Abeba from the frontier, and they 
would help materially to increase our knowledge of the localities passed through and ol 

the best roads. ... . . 

Again, still taking Churre Moyeli as the centre of the line, it is approximately 
thirty-five days’ march up to Adis Abeba for a caravan, and twenty to twenty-five days 
thence to Dire Dawa, the present terminus of the railway. But on this journey the 
merchant no longer has the advantage of the cheap and convenient camel transport (on 
the frontier he can buy a camel for 3 tobes of Mardouf and 3 tobes of Amerikani, 
say 10 dollars), but must use mules. The charge per loaded mule from Dire Dawa to 
Adis Abeba is from 15 to 20 dollars at current rates, and at least 25 dollars on to 
Churre Moyeli. These prices of course vary according to the rapidity of the journey 
and the weight of the loads, but I am taking an average price, load, and time. 

It is then apparent that even when the terminus of the Jibuti Railway is at Adis 
Abeba, Kismayu and Nairobi ought still to be in a position to compete advantageously 
with that town for the frontier trade. 

I have taken Churre Moyeli for convenience as being the centre of the trontier line 
and the place where the present roads converge. But it is evident that in the future, as 
the country and its communications become developed, the regions, both British and 
Abyssinian, to the west of Churre Moyeli will find their outlet through Nairobi; the 
districts on the east will send their produce to Kismayu. 

There is another factor which should powerfully help towards the prosperity of these 
two towns. There is a river called the Kerio, which flows due north into Lake Rudolph. 
I am totally unaware whether this river is at all navigable, but its head waters are not 
far, according to the maps, from the Uganda Railway. By means of Lake Rudolph and 
the Omo River, it is possible for steam-boats to penetrate into Abyssinia, at least as far 
as the Cullo country (see Bottego’s map, second expedition, 1895-97), thus tapping 
some of the richest country in Abyssinia. Caffa and Cullo produce rubber, wax, gold, 
coffee, gum arabic, civet, and other valuable articles. 

Again, 1 learn that the Juba River is navigable from Kismayu to within a few 
miles of Bardera; here its course is broken by cataracts, after which it is navigable 
as far as the cataracts near Lugh. Above this there are at least 80 miles ot navigable 
water. 

[1557] E 
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The usual proceeding of the merchants in the past has been for them to exchange 

-their cloth for cattle, which are then bartered for ivory. 

Mr. Zaphiro maintains that the present prohibition on the trade in ivory, ostrich 
feathers, and rhinoceros horns is neither expedient nor efficacious. It simply tends to 
drive the traders into Italian territory, to Lugh and elsewhere. 

A very large amount of these goods is brought from Abyssinian territory, whose 
inhabitants are anxious to export in this way rather than via Adis Abeba, first as the 
journey is much shorter, and, secondly, because they thus escape at least the greater part 
of the usual extortion at the hands of the Abyssinian officials. At present considerable 
quantities are brought'to Lugh by the officers of Dejaz Lul Segid, who is Governor of 

Arusiland. . . . 

With regard to the ivory, which is by far the more important ot the three articles 

in question, Mr. Zaphiro suggests that the killing of elephants should be as strictly 
prevented as possible except under Government supervision, but that the sale of ivory 
should be freely permitted for a period of, say, two years. At the end of this time it 
would be possible to arrive at a true decision as to the best course to be pursued. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. B. HOIILE R. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 14. 


Mr. Zaphiro to Mr. Holder. 

g‘ r Adis Abeba , December ft, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to bring to your notice the following facts, based upon an 
experience of two years on the frontier, about the commercial movement between 
Kismayu, Lugh, and the Boran. 

When I first visited the Boran country on the 25th December, 1905, I found in 
nearly every Boran hut traders from Lugh, Baruera, Benadir, &c., but none from 
Kismayu. These traders had quantities of Mardouf and American cloth imported from 
the Italian sea-coast east of Ganalle River, with which they bought cattle, ivory, ostrich 
feathers, rhinoceros horn and sometimes, when possible, slaves from Kongo and Amaro; 
the latter very seldom, as the Emperor Menelok has forbidden the Slave Trade in the 

Owing to the Boran country being very far from the control of the Emperor, the 
officials there arrogate to themselves the position of Satraps or Kings ; although it is part 
of the Abyssinian governmental system to set men to spy on one another, this does not 
prevent the sub-officials from being very cruel to the Mahommedans and traders (the 
Abvssinians apparently knew that some day the: Mohammedans south of the red line 
would he protected by the British Government), so that on a trader arriving from Lugh, 
news was sent to the Abyssinian post at Arero, and some Abyssinian tax-gatherers 
were immediately sent on horse-back to the Safaris. The usual tax is supposed to be 
5 tobes on every 100 tobes, but it often happened that the Abyssiniaus left only 5 tobes 
out of every 100 tobes for the traders, and it any of them made any objection he received 
a good whipping for his boldness. Many ot those traders preserve the marks of this 
treatment on their bodies. I myself saw seven of them thus marked. 

The traders, having frequently been treated with cruelty and injustice, tried as far 
as possible to avoid any Abyssinian tax-gatherers, and went to the Borana, who 
sympathized with them, and tried to protect them from the Abyssimans, but when they 
were found out, not only were the trader’s goods taken, but also those ot the Borana. 
A trader named Cheik Mohamed reported to me that an Abyssinian once took all his 
goods, worth over 2,000 dollars, and after whipping him, put a rope round his neck, and 
obliged him to run (the Abyssinian on horseback and Mohamed on foot) thus tied, from 
Tumuk to G. Tulla, a distance of over 20 miles. ... 

When 1 heard all the above complaints I was obliged to inform the Abyssinian 
authorities of Horan that 1 would not permit any traders who were Mahommedans 
coming from Kismayu, and consequently under the protection of the British Govern¬ 
ment, to be looted by Abyssimans, unless the said traders should be found guilt} ot 
disobeying the laws of the country ; at the same time I called a meeting of all the 
traders from the north and south, and made them understand that if they wanted 
me to protect them, they must first ot all pay Iheir customs duties, 5 per cent., not 
•buy any ivory or slaves, and obey the Abyssinian laws. If the Abyssinians then 
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tried to loot them, they had only to report the matter to me, and I would do my best 
for them. 

The first case was that of a trader who was supposed to have bought some ivory 
three years before, and had just returned from Lugh; the Abyssinians knew this man 
•' nd wanted to confiscate all his goods. I interfered but was unable to do much. 
Eventually, however, I sent for the principal Chief of the traders, Ato Abaye, to come 
t! and see me ; I made him clearly understand that if he and his soldiers would not keep 

their hands off the traders, I would take ten of them to Adis Abeba, and let the 
Emperor know how they had been treated by him. This had the desired effect and he 
released the goods and the trader. I had already ten traders with me who had been 
treated very badly, in case he refused to hear reason. From that day the condition of 
the traders in Boran changed completely, and the Emperor’s custom-house there was 
, filled with traders anxious to pay their taxes and trade freely. 

Here I must mention that Ato Abaye kept his word, and I never afterwards heard 
any complaints from the traders, except that they had to wait too long for the tax- 
gatherers to come and collect their customs dues. 

About that time I sent to Sir John L. Harrington a Commercial Report on the 
approximate imports and exports of the Boran country, as reported to me by local 
traders. 

Being very anxious to ascertain the annual importation into Lugh, I sent a Somali 
to stay there and try to find out the quantity of ivory and other articles which were 
imported. After four months he returned with a report on the approximate importation 
and exportation for one year. (See Table A.) 

When I received this Report my next step was to try as far as possible to transfer 
all these exports to Kismayu, but f met with considerable difficulties. 1 wrote to the 
officer at Kismayu reporting to him the immense quantity of ivory going to Lugh, 
asking him if possible to co-operate with me at Bardera, while my people could watch 
Lugh, and after six months I received a reply to the effect that he could do nothing 
until he had orders from the Commissioner in Nairobi; thus being unable to stop the 
importation into Bardera I called a meeting of all the different traders, and encouraged 
them to go to Kismayu, where I was sure the market must be cheaper than that of 
Lugh, owing to the transport expenses from Brawa to Lugh. 

The traders were willing to go Kismayu, but three principal causes prevented their 
doing so:— 

1. At Kismayu their cow ivory under 30 lbs., ostrich feathers and rhinoceros 
horns were confiscated, while at Lugh they could sell those articles at a good price. 

2. The Ogaden Mohamed Zuber and the Aulihans imposed a sort of taxation upon 
them, and if they refused to give it all their goods were taken, &c. 

3. In the market of Kismayu the kind of Mardouf which was sold at Benader was 
not obtainable, and the Kismayu Mardouf was not liked by the Borana. 

I sent a Report to the officer at Kismayu about the Ogadens taking taxes from the 
traders, and encouraged the latter to make a trial of going to Kismayu, and if the 
Ogadens continue to impose taxes as before, they were to report the matter to me or to 
the officer at Kismayu. At the same time, I sent a verbal message to Ahmed Margan, 
informing him that if he continued to send word that the road was not open either to 
traders or white men, 1 would take some Abyssinians and open it; and on the return of 
some traders I had news from Ahmed Margan to the effect that he had so acted because 
he had been fighting with the Aulihans, but that now, the fighting being over, the 
traders could go to Kismayu. 

The Sakuye, Borana, and Mahommedan traders, seeing that the road was open, sent 
a considerable quantity of livestock and ivory to Kismayu, and all of them on their 
return were very pleased and ready to go down again with an enormous quantity of 
animals and ivory, when the news came that Kismayu was closed against all Somalis, 
and if traders from Boran were caught in the act of selling cloth to the Somalis they 
had to pay 8 annas for each rupee’s worth sold. 

These Regulations appear to me very hard in a country newly open, for how can a 
Boran trader refuse to sell cloth to an Ogaden when he knows that after leaving 
Kismayu lie will have to travel in the Ogaden country for a month, running the risk of 
being killed ? He wishes to respect the Regulations of the Government, but he cannot 
help disobeying them for his own safety’s sake, which must be his principal considera¬ 
tion. Some of the traders caught selling cloth to the Ogadens were put in prison and 
all their good confiscated; one of them came to me asking if I would give him a cow to 
provide him with milk to drink, as, all his goods having been taken in Kismayu, he had 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 14. 

./ Imports ami EoporS. of /. or, and olhor AsSiclo fcW- Brit U Bast Africa 

and Abyssinia. 

(A.)— Trade of Logii, 1905-0. 

Imports . 

1.500 ...k, (or ore,) of rmd. cow, .nd .S 

is*»- “■ 
D ...- 

200,000 goat skins imported from Arusi, Liban, and Gahrri. 

600 cattle and oxen from Gahrri and Boran. . . d gome f r0 m the 

2,000 sheep and goats from the east of Ganalle and Gahrri, ana 

north of the Dawa River. 

500 or more) camels, male and female. w * 

2.500 (or more) frasulas of coffee from Arusi and Boran. 

A* few mules and horses. 

150 (or more) donkeys from Gahrri. , \ 

1 000 frasulas perfumed wood (Burs from konso and Boran). . 

£2$ Mclmel,. gum Urcted from the tree, to the Uqr. country. 

1,000 frasulas of salt Diglo from Boran. 

5,000 frasulas of salt Mugad from Mugad 15. 

A few oxen hides. 

600 camel loads durrha from the Ran worn. 

200 frasulas ghcc from the west of Ganalle. 

4 1 frasula = lbs. 
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Exports ( approximate ). 

. 100,000 pieces Amerikani (cloth.) 

50,000 pieces Mardouf (cloth.) 

25,000 piepes Abu Jedid (cloth.) 

600 packets assorted beads. 

5,000 packets tobacco Zinzibari. 

2,000 pieces Okoko black shash ‘ : with which the Mahommedan women coyer 
their heads. 

200 frasulas Korbo allassoka (copper.) 

200 frasulas Rissas (lead.) 


(B.) —Trade of Lugh, 1907 (approximate). 

Imports . 

200 tusks ivory from Arusi and Webe River (few from Boran.) 

200 rhinoceros horns. 

10 lbs. of ostrich feathers. 

50,000 goat skins from Arusi and Boran and N. of Dawa. 

150 camels. 

800 frasulas coffee from Arusi and Boran. 

6 mules (no horses.) 

50 donkeys. 

100 frasulas perfumed wood. 

200 frasulas salt Mugad and Diglo. 

200 frtisulas of ghee. 

A very few lpads of dhurra owing to the disturbances between the Rahwoin and 
Rear Afkab. 


Exports. 

20,000 pieces of Mardouf and Amerikani. 

200 packets of beads. 

1,500 packets of tobacco Zinzibari. 

200 okoko. 

50 frasulas of copper. 

50 frasulas of lead. 
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No. 15. 


Foreign Office to Mr. Hohler. 

Foreign Office , January 12, 1908. 


(No. 2.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

ETHIOPIAN Railway. 

Your telegram No. 3 of the 10th instant. 

I was informed by the French Government on the 8th instant that it is con¬ 
fidently expected that the Agreement with the Emperor Menelek now being 
negotiated by the Irench Minister will be concluded immediately. It will give the 
, S .™ dlcate . the right to complete and work the railway from Jibuti to 
Adis Abeba. A provision will be made to the effect that goods of whatever nationality 
shall be exempt from internal dues when carried by the railway. Instead of these 
due^ they wi 1 pay a surtax of 6 per cent, on entering or leaving Abyssinia. Of this 
the Negus will receive 2 per cent, and the Company 4 per cent. 

It is further stated in this communication that the Emperor Menelek has 
expressed his intention of subscribing to the capital of the new Syndicate, and that in 
return the repayment of His Majesty’s claim on the old Company will be guaranteed 
by the French Government. 


* Muslin. 


rru pAmnanv will be wound up compulsorily unless they accept terms 

w H he thcm within a brief delay. Meanwhile negotiations are still proceeding With 
£ tirr o! the bondholder, .nd creditor. .1 Ore C.mpoo, 

»' “»* *"«* 

entered into with the Emperor Menelek by the new group._ 

[ 1238 ] So ' 1G * 

Sir N. O’Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 13.) 

'(No. 7.') Pera t January 7, 1908. 

Sir ’ WITH reference to my despatch No. 793 of the 24th ultimorespecting the 

certain hritatta the^ecidon 5"the majority of ^Sy^lhefekce 

the Abyssinians’ demands. I took occasion to point out unoffiotaUy at the Palace 

that any interference with the vested rights of the Copts, or alteration ^ f 

of last year was most undesirable. The Sultan has now issued his Irad6 approving ot 
the negative recommendations of the Council of Ministers, and on th e 2 wl -Tanuaiy 
awrS reply was sent by the Porte to General Mashashia expressing its inability to 
entertain any of the points raised in the Memorial of M18810 ' 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOR. 


[42456/07] No - 17> 

Sir Edward Grey to the Marquis di San Giuliano 

Foreign Office, January 13, 1908. 

0U I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt ofvour Excellency s D earVhave 
26th December, 1907, relative to the Commercial Treaty which would appear to ha 

hpftn concluded between France and Abyssinia. , j ■u 

With regard to the question of the Customs Tariff for French wiue aml beer^ 
to which your Excellency inquires what would be the modus procedendi of U s 
MaTestv’s Government, I have the honour to inform you that if, and when, it is 
ascertained that French importers of wine and beer are privileged to pay ad valorem 
duty of 8 per cent., while British importers of the same commodities are require P*. 
10 per cent His Majesty’s Representative at Adis Abeba will be instructed to dra 

^attention of the Emjeror Menelek to Article IV of the A “^^rticfO^cTOse an 
the 14th May, 1897, and to request His Majesty, in virtue of that Article tocauMJm 

8 per cent, tariff to be applied to wines and beer brought into Abyssinia by Bntis 

SUbj A^regards the question of jurisdiction over Europeans, I have instructed Sir J. 
Harrington to report to me on the situation of French subjects under the new Franco- 
Abvssiman Commercial Treaty, and I have requested him to furnish me with his 
views on this matter generally! and especially whether he does “^ WMider it poswble 
that some scheme could be devised which would avoid the disadvantages ot the pla 

Coin's report, M. Klobotartki h».greed .nd .tab 

would vet be acceptable to the Emperor Menelek. I shall not inform y 

Excellency of the nature of Sir J. Harrington’s' reply as soon as I receive it. 

In your Excellency’s note under reply you also propose a conversation between 
the French Ambassador, jour Excellency, and myself on the various Abyssinian 
quesLns I am of opinion that, before deciding to hold such a meehng j would be 
well to establish clearly the points which are to be discussed thereat and I shouUl 
therefore be grateful if your Excellency would be good enough to indicate to me these 
points, and the views held upon them by the. Italian Government ^ 

(Signed) E. GREY. 















[170J 


No. 18. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Bertie. 

(No. 5. Africa.) 

Foreign Office , January 13, 1908. 

I HAVE received your Excellency’s despatch No. 606 of the 25th December last 
relative to the negotiations connected with the Abyssinian Railway. 

As your Excellency is aware, the Ethiopian Railway Trust and Construction 
Company, a British Company, have made frequent representations to the effect that 
their interests in this matter are being overridden and unjustly sacrificed by the 
French Government, and after careful study of the question I am of opinion that 
their claim to meet with favourable consideration at the hands of the Government of 
the Republic is justified. 

I accordingly inclose herewith a short Memorandum on the 'subject,* which I 
request that your Excellency will on the first opportunity communicate to the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, at the same time assuring M. Pichon that His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment do not wish to add to the difficulties of the French Government in this question, 
but, in the words of M. Louis, as reported in your despatch above mentioned, are 
merely seeking to avoid disagreement arising on a matter where there is really no cause 
for it 

Your Excellency should point out, unofficially, if you consider that it would have 
a good effect, that if the Railway Company is forced into liquidation without any 
consideration being given to the claims of the Trust Company, the Directors of the 
latter Company will be forced to justify themselves publicly to their shareholders, and 
it will have a most unfortunate effect on public opinion here if they are able to show 
that they have been harshly or inequitably treated, even if they have strictly no legal 
claims under French commercial law. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[42456/07] 


No. 19. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir J. Harrington. 

(No. 4.) 

^ ,r > Foreign Office , January 13, 1908. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith copy of a note from the Italian Ambassador at 
this Court,t relative to the new Franco-Abyssinian Treaty of Commerce, together 
with a copy of the reply which I have sent to the Marquis di San Giuliano. $ 

I should wish to have your observations both as to the accuracy of Count Colli’s 
Report and as to the general results of the Treaty, with especial regard to the question 
of jurisdiction, as to which point I have to request that you will report whether you 
consider it possible that some scheme could be devised which would avoid the 
disadvantages of the system apparently agreed to by the French and yet be acceptable 
to the Emperor Menelek. Sou should also, if you think fit, ascertain the views of 
your colleagues on this matter. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[1488J 


No. 20. 


Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey .— (Received January 14.) 

(No. 4.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. , , . . Adis Abeba, January 12, 1908. 

I HE Italian Charge d’Affaires informs me that, with reference to the encounter 
between Abyssinians and Italians which took place last mouth near Lugh, communicated 
by his Government to His Majesty’s Government, the Emperor Menelek yesterday 
expressed to him liis great regret, pymiising to take immediate action, punishing 
offenders, and making all possible reparation otherwise. 


* No. l 


t Italian Ambassador, Deeemlier 20, 1907 


X No. 17. 
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[1491] No ‘ 2L 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.— {Received January 15, 1908.) 

(No. 86.) Adw Abeba , December 18, 1907. 

Sir ’ T VTAVF the- honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 87 of the 
I HAVl. telemam from His Majesty’s Ambassador at Pans, giving an 

bftad tad With the French Foreign Mini.ter regnri.ng 

the Ethiopian Railway and “^.^Jnct the middle of November the French 

m- -^iTereha^definitelv maintained to me that the new Company (formed for 
Minister here has Com|)anv arl d for constructing the remainder 

MftnnS&siS'.a 

ASXSSX. «« A— Menelek on Octal, <„ 

° f tUi t noUceS M. Klobukowski reports that I constantly see the Emperor, but I 

mmmmm 

"3SSSSJ i ta« -rs: 

other foreign Representatives, and asked it i g » solicited this 

ESStt* rhaTundereto^d a life devoted to retirement 

aDd fafmost venture to think that there are more sufficient grounds for the suspeion 
that M. Klobukowski was seeking to profit by the youth^arul^expenence y 

and the Italian Charge d’Affaires, rather than that those defects in us gave mrrn 

our suspicions. j have &c 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLER. 


[1493] No - 22 ‘ 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.— {Received January 15, 1908.) 

88 ‘) Adis Abeba, December 19, 1907. 

lr ’ WITH reference to my despatch No. 82 of the 10th instant, I tore the bonourto 
report that the French Minister recently came to see me to inform 
[1557] 















modifications introduced by the Emperor Menelek, and accepted by himself, in his 
scheme for Consular jurisdiction. 

All mixed cases are to be heard by an Abyssinian Judge sitting with the Consular 
Judge. If they differ, an appeal will be made to the Emperor. The guilty will be 
subject to the punishment for his offence which is prescribed by the law of his own 
country. 

Ibis is simply tantamount to a legal recognition of the system actually in practice, 
and does not eliminate its present complications. Its legalization may tend to its more 
regular administration, but it perhaps tends to threaten the elasticity of the present 

system, which is, on the whole, serviceable in procuring in most cases substantial 
justice. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLER. 


[1494] No. 23. 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edxvard Grey.—(Received January 15, 1908.) 

(No. 89.) 1 

Adis Abeba, December 19, 1907. 

Willi reference to my telegram No. 55 of the 15th November, I have the 
honour to report that although I had formally accepted the Emperor Menelek’s 
proposals for the Southern Frontier Treaty, and although His Majesty, now several 
weeks back, had given orders that it should be written out for signature, I was still 
unable to obtain the document. 

On Sunday last I had an audience with * His Majesty, at which I requested that 
the delay might be terminated, and he thereupon sent for a map, and first expressed 
a desire that the red line running across Lake Rudolf to the point of the peninsula 
east of Sanderson Gulf, should be continued to the opposite shore of the lake, i.e. 
into the Turkana country. I explained that this was quite impossible, and he 
abandoned it. 

He then made a much more resolute demand : that the whole of the mountain 
known as Naita Corma (north-west of Lake Rudolf) down to its base, should be 
given to Abyssinia. We argued on this point for about an hour, and I informed him 
that, though it was quite impossible for me to make any alteration whatever in the 
terms of the Treaty, I was ready to undertake that when the Commissioners arrived 
at this mountain they would favourably consider anv justifiable pretensions put 

describd ^ Abysslnlans ’ such as actual residence beyond the line geographically 

1 believe there is no danger in this, for I understand that the mountain in 
question is as little inhabited by the Abyssinians as it is by ourselves. 

With this His Majesty was content, and on the following morning I received the 
two documents under the Imperial seal, and I have the honour to inclose herewith 
an exact translation of them. 

* ii ,f lle J° rrn in wllioh the y are drawn up seems to me very irregular, and I sent to 
tell the Emperor so, to which he replied that he wished to reserve the Treaty form of 
the Agreement until the Commissioners have completed their part of the work and 
accurately laid down the exact line. 

Meanwhile, although it seems irregular, I consider that it is perfectly binding on 
Hjs Majesty, and I am therefore preparing two identical documents in English, as 
well as the necessary maps, which I shall sign or seal to exactly the same degree as 
His Majesty, taking care to inform him that, despite its unusual form, His Majesty’s 
Government consider the Agreement as of precisely the same validity as if it had been 
drawn up m a more customary manner. 

I trust that this action will meet with your approval. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLER. 
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Inclosure in No. 23. 

Southern Frontier Agreement . 

<rra THB°friutier between British East Africa, Uganda, and Ethiopia, agreed upon 
between the two Governments shall be 

The line which is marked in red on the maps annexed to this Treaty 

Kn « 0 ix .Up line passes through the summits of the following lulls. Eoka, Oliurre 
l l T imtu Furroli Dugga Kakulla, Burrchuma, Afur. From there 
tle 7 lt; ^s to tlecmek at the southed of Lake Stefanie, thence due west to 
Lake Rudolf, thence north-west across Lake Rudolf to the point of the peninsula east 
of Sanderson Gulf, thence along the west shore of that peninsula to the mout , 

marshes at the mouth, of the River Kibish (River- Sacchi), ' 

this river to latitude 5° 25' north ; Irom there due west to a point 3o lo longitude 
elst of Greenwich, thence the line follows this degree of kngitude to its mter^ction 
with latitude 5° 40' north, and runs from there to the intersection of the 6 north 

latitude with the 35° of longitude east of Greenwich. . . , , 

The tribes occupying either side of the line shall have the right to use the 
„razin<' ^rounds on the other side as in the past, but during their migrations it is 
understood that they shall be subject to the jurisdiction of the territorial authority. 
Free access to the nearest wells is equally accorded to the tribes occupying either sid 

0l U Both'Governments shall send Commissioners, who shall in concert delimit the 
exact line of the frontier which is above described, and which is marked, pending sue 

dolimitation with a red line upon the accompanying maps. 

While they are there they shall settle the frontier of the Borana with the Gurre, 

in concert witli the heads of those tribes and in accordance with t^ir custom^ 

The above Treaty is written in duplicate, one copy be ng in 
British Government and the other copy being in the hands of the Ethiopian 

Government. 

Done at Adis Abeba, the 26tli day of Hedar, 1900 (6th December, 1907). 

(Seal of the Emperor Menelek.) 


[1495] i No - - 4 - 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 15, 1908.) 

(No. 90.) Adis Abeba, December 21, 1907. 

lr ’ 1 HAVE the honour to report that I recently received a ^ ^vcVat 

Greek community to the effect that there were a number ot Greeks ai rived at 

Dire Dawa desirous of coming to Adis Abeba, but that the British ^Tw^thu! 
refused to apply to the Abyssinian authorities tor their passes, and 

“ft immunity having undertaken to be responsible for these people on their 
arrival, I telegraphed to Mr. Michailidis directing him to apply for the passes, and I 

also inquired into all the facts of the matter. . infn 

It appears that about two years ago there was a similar of 

this country, and in order to check it the Emperor Menele sen ,. ,• 

that no passes to come to Adis Abeba should be delivered excep on t, 11 * 

of the Consular authorities, and these were instructed, in accordance with His 
Majesty’s request, not to apply for permits for individuals w 10 appearec 

undesirable or useless character. . , • 

Inasmuch as it is the Greeks themselves who are more interested than any one in 

preventing the immigration of an undesirable element, I iefeire( u ma <1 

Council of the community, requesting their opinion. . i. 

I have the honour to inclose a copy of the proces-verbal of their discussion, and to 
state that, in accordance with the sense of their recommendations, I have sent 
















instructions to the Consular officers at Dire Dawa and Harrar to refuse to apply for 
permits unless they are satisfied that the individuals who desire to have them : 

1. Are acquainted with a trade, there being no demand here for unskilled 
labour; and 

2. That they possess the sum of at least 100 dollars beyond the sum necessary for 
their journey, so that on their arrival in Adis Abeba they will be able to maintain 
themselves until they find occupation. 

I trust that this step will meet with your approval. 

I venture to think it would be extremely desirable if the Greek Government 
could give wide publicity to the fact that at the present moment there is in Abyssinia 
only scope for a very limited number of skilled artisans, and that there is no demand 
whatever for unskilled labour. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLER. 


Inclosure in No. 24. 

Proces-verbal of Sitting of Greek Council of Community held in Adis Abeba, 

December 14, 1907. 

L’AUDIENCE a commencd en presence du President et tous les Conseillers, 
qui ont discut^s la question des Emigrants, par demande de son Excellence le Chargd 
d Affaires de la Grande-Bretagne. 

M. C. Caratsanis, President (Dentiste particulier de Sa Majestd l’Empereur II).— 
l^ors de son court s^jour au pays, il a confix son opinion au Conseil Administrate de 
la communautA 

M. A. Cavadias, Vice-President (negotiant), est d’opinion que tous ceux qui ont 
un metier, ou qui peuvent disposer de la somme de 200 thalers, ne se trouveront pas 
clans des circonstances g6ndes en venant au pays. Quant aux aventuriers, ils doivent 
etre empeches d’y venir. 

M. Orfanides, Conseiller (Entrepreneur), n’a pas voulu s’exprimer. 

MM. Pappanicolaou, Malamakis, et Contos, Conseillers (Entrepreneurs), sont 
d opinion que toute emigration doit etre empechee a cause de manque de travail. 

M. Diamandaras (employe, maison Zervudachi) et M. Cardouillis (negociant), 
Caissier et Secretaire, sont d opinion que tous les aventuriers doit etre forces & deposer 
la somme de 10/. k 1’Agent Consulaire de la Grande-Bretagne k Dire-Dawa. 

Le President de la Communaute, 

(Signe) CONST. A. CARACATSANIS. 

Adis Ababa , le 19 Decembre, 1907. 


[1616] . No. 25. 

Sir E. Eger ton to Sir Edward Grey .—(Received January 16.) 

(No. 2. Africa.) 

'® r * wTmTT £ , , Rome , January 13, 1908. 

^ reference to my despatch No. 1 of the 10th instant, I have the honour to 
Ji? 11 * 1 ?’ .herewith, in translation, the further information received since that date bv 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs concerning the Italo- Abyssinian frontier incident 
near Lugh, m Italian Somaliland. 


I have, <fec. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGBRTON. 
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Inclosure in No. 25. 

Ttltgraphe -- - ^iSXSSS" “ ^ 

MogadX on the 4th Januarya" man^ho’Tef t Buracaba on the 
Direct news from Lugh t between Captain Bongiovanm and 

“ pUceT «■“ l«b December .t Bag.llei, »». B.rd.be, at to 

fflfrsttr “ {3St.tr. tss 5 

replace Captain Molinan) was killed, a towards Lugh, the other, under 

S=;, itoS?"-”» ... M ** 

*° Abyssinian, had retired in a northerly 

direction. , . smith-east of Lugh on one of the two roads 

.■■4 U T^l.Srh‘ l gM^dM.. Buraeaba i, oue-third of the way between Lugh 

and the coast.__ 


this morning’s papers (13^)- Menelek the Lugh incident, presenting the 

I have communicated to the g . . ,1 violation of the status guo at 

formal protest of the Loyal Governmen con8eq uences resulting therefrom, 

Lugh and adjacent ^‘•^’"^Xent’sriuestfor Satisfaction and reparation, 
and informing him of the Gove 4 . t of w hich he knew nothing. 

Menelek was much impressed and P*med l y th occurr ^ nce and charged me to oom- 
The Emperor recognized the S rav L v , ; 0 n 0 f his deepest regret and 

municate officially to the boy a atie d He renews his protestations of 

the hope that the news might have been ^ m does not hesitate to attribute 

friendship and loyalty towards tbeltaha ( his ordel . 8 and declares 

Ee^S” hS”,tod~f Benadir, Ltd for the evacuation of Lugh shouid ,t- 

have been occupied. maintenance of the staius quo at Lugh 

»„ nr tirtird'rr StalEr-™* *>» *■» 

necessary steps to maintain it effectually. ,, , th resp0 n8ible and guilty 

a - -t-r —* i- 

for the damage occasioned by the raids and the conflic . 


The “Agence Stefani" has tbek^epreseitetivi 0 a^Acfs 

t; Meneiek by the ltalian Minister m 
connection with the Lugh affair. ___ 


[1638] No - 26 ‘ 

Sir Edward Grey to the Marquis di San Guihano. 

Foreign Office, January 16, 1908. 

Y ”£S£ffi.nee to ury ™ SSS&SSSJXSSi'i 

SS&itt'lEZZSS. S SSLate on the .uhje* 

[1557] 


I regret to say that this communication confirms the report of the death of 
Captain Bongiovianni, and states that Captain Molinari is wounded and a prisoner. 

Lugh is held by Signor Legu with the remainder of the garrison. 

No fears are entertained for its safety, hut great apprehension is felt for the fate 
ot a portion of the Bardera garrison, under Lieutenant Cibelli, which has gone to the 
assistance of Lugh. 

According t > the latest reports the raiding party is composed of Abyssinians and 
Aulihan Agaden. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[ 1718 ] No. 27. 

Sir b. Bertie to Sir Edward Grey. —(.Received January 17.) 

(No. 4. Africa.) 

Slr ’ TTTT7 .... . . , . P ">‘ s < January 15, 1908. 

... V 1 " - Vlnnstel ' Foreign Affairs not having yet returned from Spain, I called 
this afternoon on the Political Director at the Quai d’Orsay, in order to carry out the 
instructions contained in your despatch No. 5, Africa, of the 13th instant, which I had 
the honour to receive this morning. 

I told M. Louis that I had come to speak to him, in the absence of M. Pichon 
respecting the interests of the Ethiopian Railway Trust and Construction Company’ 
which had made frequent representations to you that their interests in the negotiations 
concerning the Abyssinian Railway were being overridden and sacrificed by the 
French Government. You had, after a careful study of the question, come to the 
conclusion that the claim of the Trust Company for favourable consideration bv the 
Government of the Republic was justified. 

I gave to M. Louis the Memorandum inclosed in your despatch, and 1 said that I 
had been instructed when communicating it to M. Pichon, which I requested him to do 
on my behalf immediately on his Excellency’s return to Paris, to assure him that 11 is 
Majesty s Government do not wish to add to the difficulties of the French Government 

m the question, but merely seek to avoid disagreement arising on a matter where there 
is really no cause for it. 

♦i in 01 ” 1 : 1 t l lat r lA ?,’ Lo ! US had uot yet llad cognizance of M. Geoifrav’s letter to you of 
xn v 1 J he 1 retore S ave itt0 him for perusal before he read"the Memorandum. 

Aitci he bad read the two papers, he observed that he did not see why the Trust 
Company should expect to be treated in a more favourable maimer than the other 
creditors of the Railway Company I pointed out to him that according to the 
Memorandum the Trust C ompany had come to the assistance of the Railway Company 
f "fa? Moment, with the knowledge and sanction of the Minister of the Colonies 
and ol the Minister of finance, and the Railway Company had been saved from 
bankruptcy M. Louis said that Mr. Ochs and others interested in the Trust Company 
had frequently spoken ot this sanction, but he had never seen anything in the archives 
of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs to bear out the statement. He would make inquiries 
o-inoi low morning at the Ministries of the Colonies and Finance as to the facts, and he 
would lay the resul before M. Pichon with the Memorandum which I had given for 
communication to his Excellency. ® 

if L° uis lna,, , e ^ observation that the only result of the assistance given by 
the Trust Company had been to delay the bankruptcy of the Railway Company, I 
reminded him that had the bankruptcy occurred iu the first half of the year 1900 the 
Emperor Menelek might have declared the Railway Concession forfeited, and it might 
have ceased to he a French enterprise, for that period was anterior to the Tripartite 
Agreement. M. Louis admitted that this might have occurred bipartite 

Before takmg leave of M. Louis 1 said that if the Railway Company were forced 
into liquidation without proper consideration for the claims of the. Trust Company the 
Director ol the hitter Company might have to state to their shareholders that tliev had 
not been equitably treated, and this would have a had effect on public opinion in 
-Jigland, even if, under french Commercial Law, the Trust Company miriit have 
strictly speaking, no legal claim against the French (loverument. ' ° 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS RERTIE. 
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[ 1790 ] 


No. 28. 


Colonial Office to Foreign Office.-(Received January 17.) 


Downing Street, January 17, 1908. 

Sir, mtter of the 13th instant, I am directed by the Earl of 

WITH referen . . @ information of Secretary Sir E. Grey, and com- 

Llgin to transmit to you, the acc0 m pa nying copy of a telegram which 

iu “n°received from t h e Governor of the East Africa Protectorate relative to the 

Italian garrison at Lugh. j am &c 

. (Signed) R. L. ANTROBUS. 


Inclosure in No. 28. 

Governor Sir J. Hayes Sadler to the Earl of Elgin. 

January 15, 1908. 

'“'SbIerUg to you, telegram .J 'TunST^ 

confirms death tjE*™ g” y. Segra ] vrjttT remainder of garrison. No 

prisoner. . Lug “ h ® fetv^f Lugh, but great apprehension for portion of Bardera 

^ritnTnder Lieutenant Cibelli. which has A^en. ^ov! 

lnformatfon^st received by° SaVeld’s letters, which have been posted serm-officially 

after closing mail. 


[ 1827 ] No- 29> 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.-(Received January 18, 1908.) 

(No. 93.) A dis Abeba, December 26,1907. 

- rr“S 

for eighteen days, lhis tnbe deferm y against the latter and 

to Jat other allies, were 

collect any more tribute from these tn)es \ , • * arms through Jibuti has been 

J Raheito, .hence 

»' ii » frs ." 5 *™ 1 

which he was sent and that be ^hafthe restdt of wilriw^tlmtTlie lia-Gheri, who 
are adherents 0 of The MulS .HI shortly commence reprisals, and start rends in the 

near Ogaden u . known Haji Abdullahi Sadik is being charged with a mission 

h. th] SlSIrem to EiSperer Menelek, but I hare net yet been able re .erefy thr, 

report. j have, &c. 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLER. 














t 
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[ 1828 ] 


No. 30. 


(No. 94 ) ^ HMer t0 SiT Edward Gre y —(Received January j 8. 1908.) 

Sir, 

19th LTpy 

AbyTE ln Go” a rnment, in “doVtttf’ 4 the 

™ S »Ur m form, SSTS^S SS^l^ 1 “ "* b ‘ ! » «». « i. 

consider 5fi BhESRdSTlf1"? ^ "““"V “ *° ■»“ b « — 

ixr r u si?“ ^ 1 »nsss-s&ss 

y«i rasaiaw*- * *» 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLER. 


[ 1823 ] 


No. 31. 


Sir E. Egerton to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 18.) 


(No. 3. Africa.) 

Sir, 

.ubji^fS; ears y p“rxvr tl .e 

further **«> • 

Adi.^ff£Ti^ N< *“ ™ “■« oommumented from 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


[ 2134 ] 


No. 32. 


(No. 5.) ^ CarlWri 3 ht t0 Sir M*ard Grey.-(Received January 20.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to state that reports have rp Jam Tf 18 ’ 1908 * 

German newspapers with regard to a nrmppfod « " . . nt ^^^appeared in the South 

leadership of i certain Herr A Ho tz Abyssinia under the 

sportsmen, the Counts Salm and Erbach Manv o^n/ acCom P anied by two 
real object of the expedition is to secure''CraoS^ftC 8 asser ‘ ed that the 

German trade in those regions. Ainono the r™J • m l* ° ou . nt ]y> and to further 
Holtz will attempt to obtain from the Emneror Menelluf 8 wblcb 1<; is rum °ured Herr 
spirituous liquors, one respecting motor connectteiTwith f °r the sale of 

the supply H of arms. The Mufich “N^StoN^hShW? ^ and a “ ot her for 
rtuf app™ to be an in^rt com„u„?,„*"“ ,„bS ?. thi ' 2°"?* 
aecordmg to trustworthy information, both the Kai.e, and the Tmnerh.1 ‘r 
are m no way connected with this entormW nffiJTi • , / P enal Government 

whatever in this matter Counts Salm Indfrh^T Clrd f 8 havc taken interest 

sporting purposes. Moreover, the Munich “NeuesteTSirichten ” 

according to persons who are well acnnainteH ™i«. (T • . f i. . declares that 

far from bein', , W 
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Potentate being, in fact, so strained that it is quite possible that he may even be refused 

admittance into the Abyssinian Empire altogether 

I have, See. _ 

(Signed) FAIRFAX L. CARTWRIGHT? 


[ 2308 ] No - 33 ’ 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—{Received January 21.) 

ft. Downing Street , January 20, 1908. 

’ I AM directed by the Earl of Elgin to transmit to you, for the information of 
Secretary Sir Edward Grey, the accompanying extracts from an Intelligence Report 
which has been received from the Acting Commissioner of Somaliland, dealing with the 

recent fighting between the Abyssinians and the Bagheri. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) R. L. ANTROBUS. 


Inclosure in No. 33. 

Extracts from Somaliland Intelligence Report. 


Abyssinians and the Bagheri. 

A RUMOUR has been received here that the second Abyssinian column operating 
against the Bagheri has been successful. 

One of my agents at Bohotleh writes that he has seen an Ogaden man there, who 
states he was an eyewitness of the final operations, and that the Bagheri were com¬ 
pletely broken up and are now flying in all directions. Both sides are said to have 
suffered heavy losses, and the Abyssinian leader was killed ; but the Abyssinians have 
captured an enormous quantity of stock. According to this information the 
Abyssinians sent a letter to Yusuf Ali, asking for his co-operation, saying, “ We 
have wounded the enemy and lamed him; it is for you to follow him up and cut his 

throat.” 

The Bagheri are said to have fled to the south and south-west. 


Abyssinian Expeditions. 

I have been unable to obtain any news this month confirming the defeat of the 
two Abyssinian expeditions, as mentioned in last month’s Intelligence Report, but, on 
the other hand, reports received during the month point to successes on the part of 

the two forces. ,, ~ „ 

When camped at Hedableh on the 16th November a caravan ot the Ogaden Ka 

Awadleh passed through on their way to Berbera, and stated they had left the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Gerlogubi eight days ago, and heard that an Abyssinian force hadattacked 
the Bagheri on two successive days, on the first day looting nine “ Karias,” and on the 
second eighty, and that the force was then camped at El Habred. 

Fitawrari Abanabro. 

Two intelligence men sent down to Gerlogubi report that the column under 
Fitawrari Abanabro and Ugbaz Hashi attacked the Bagheri at Biya Adu, capturing a 
large quantity of stock; the latter are said to have bolted on the approach oi tne 

column. _ _ . , . . .. , 

This force camped at Biya Adu on the 19th, and, after handing over stock to Ughaz 

Fatali Ba Awadleh to guard, were again advancing. Abyssinian “Illaloea’ 1 (spies). 

reported at Gaboon and Goffodo. 

/ 

Fitawrari Gabri. 

This column attacked the Bagheri at Sheilaba and captured a lar^e quantity of 
stock, including fifty-five ponies and also seventy rifles. 

[1557] 1 
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Jh, S column was reported as returning to Harrar. 

* 

Abyssinia. • : 

given last month are contrldicted^'^rhe'Vhv ° gadeu ar , e ve T uncertain. The accounts 
disaster; but it is signiflcant Cities now decline to admU a 

“honos a, ‘ d Ab “ abro - T1 >e relieving force is said" to* h C ° m ° thr .°“? h from Generals 
hopes are entertained it may be hhle tn * _ • io have rea ched the Webbc and 

report h ag reached me via Berbera that^he OgadenBl h*^., fro1 ? his difficulties! A 
Abissinians, and that the Mullah has sent out a fo Bft f her ' have been defeated bv the 


General Remarks. 

™ S' to have o n vSik e en Ce th?A| rt -°- ° Utober to the rumoured 
Baghen and Uawiya tribes in the Ogaden Vn ^ byS ? m . ,an expeditions against the 
rom Adis Abeba, hut frequent Sorts £ f " rther '"Nation has been received 

wiiltailUiu, while e..r, ,J„n s Z k :'„,T h to,.,* tb.t pl. ce . * 

„ r xs r iZ™7Jyfa r m “' n ” ,l "" s 

XS, El7SLitoS^ftSS'1 Ab rf»! incorrect** 

ZSi before 't loUKcTffl "T "V 


[ 2415 ] 


No. 34. 


(TransilnT'^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^*^ *~*> «> 


”tT »*- - * Ethiopian Co,, 

-fi ,1/”" ^ i A 'be K,n g Italy, ** th0 

toJA&F s f** . 

7 th February, 1<)03. ® itd]lau Embassy at Constantinople 

‘With . ’ 

MSjiS* * '«** - -ud the spirit of 

r St(!pS **» V them from lt°2SSto % 


\ 
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protection of the interests intrusted to them, give notice to His Britannic Majesty’s 
f ?^?lnt that they propose to explain at a later date their action on behalf of 
Ffoionkn interests i/the HolyLand, and particularly in respect of the claim of the 
Monastery of Deir-el-Sultan at Jerusalem, which constitutes the chief of those interests. 

Italian Embassy , December 26, 1907. 


[2419] No - 35 ‘ 

The Marquis di San Giuliano to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 22.) 

v!mi"Excellency Italian Embassy, January 20, 1908. 

THE French Ambassador at Home has informed my Government of the 
approaching conclusion of the Agreement between France and the Negus respecting 
the railway from Jibuti to Dire Dawa, which the Negus consents to prolong up to 
Adis Abeba. Under this Agreement goods of any nationality carried by the railway 
my a surtax of 6 per cent, ad valorem , besides the existing customs duties, but in 
compensation they are exempt from any internal customs duties, transit dues, or tolls. 
A new French Company is to take the place of the present Company, and the Negus 

is to contribute some of the capital. . _ , . 3 . 

On the assumption that the French Embassy m London have made a similar 

communication to your Excellency, and as, under Article X of the London Agreemen 
of the 13th December, 1906, the consent of the English and Italian Governments is 
necessary for the validity of this new Agreement, I have the honour to inquire as to 

the views and proposals of the British Government in the matter. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. DI SAN GIULIANO. 


[ 2428 ] No - 36 * 

Mr. Holder to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 22.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. „ Adis Abeba, January 19,1908. 

THE statements in my telegrams Nos. 2 and 3 still show the actual situation, 
according to my present information. 


[1495] K °- 37 ■ 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Hohler. 

gi r? ' ^ Foreign Office , January 22, 1908. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 90 of the 21st December, 1907, relative 
to the question of allowing Greek subjects to proceed to Adis Abeba in search of 

employment. ~ . 

l‘ approve the terms of the instructions sent by you to His Majesty s Consular 
officers at Harrar and Dir6 Dawa on this point, as reported in that despatch, and I 
have also instructed His Majesty’s Minister at Athens, if lie thinks tit, to invite the 
Greek Government to take action as suggested by you in the last paragraph thereof. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[1495] No. 38. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Elliot. 

(No. 1. Africa.) _ % 

Si F| ' ' Foreign Office , January 22, 1908. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith a copy of a despatch from His Majesty’s Charg6 
d’Affaires at Adis Abeba,* relative to the question of Greek subjects proceeding to 
Abyssinia in search of employment. 

* No. 24. 
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,, . 1 . h , av ^ approved the terms of the instructions sent by Mr Uohler to His 
Majesty’s Consular officers at Harrar and Hire Hawa on thJpoint, and I request 

fiense onhekstn-^ 11 1 th ? 9 reek Government to take action in the 

sense ot the last paragraph ot Mr. Holder s despatch. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed; E. GREY. 


[ 2466 ] No. 39. 

Sir E ' Egerton to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 23.) 

(No. 4. Africa.) 

Sir. ,, 

WTTH * , i Rome, January 20, 1908. 

[ ncrh inr'iVI ® f T r ® uee to m 7 despatch No. 3, Africa, of the 14th instant regarding the 
u ’ T^ Ve il0no ” r t0 re P° rt that the following further telegram hasten 
the 17th January G ° Vernment from their Cbar « a d ’Affaires at Adis Abeba, dated 

(Translation.) 

;nnirl«nT eSt H Ciay 1 ha j 8 furtil , er conversation with the Negus in regard to the Lugh 
incident. He assured me that the Abyssinian expedition from Arussi had fomfal 
o ders to go to the assistance of the Fitaurari Gabre, and, contrary to instructions it 
had entered the Lugh territory. The Negus assured me that he has taken the most 
urgent and effective measures for the immediate retreat of the Abyssinians from the 
mdpf t£ d ° f A^ enadlr ’ and h ® believ es this retreat to have been already earned out 

B,„ B «EThypS" M p3L J d “‘ a ” ' hem,e1 ™' " rebelli “ *° h “ 

i S‘i. < s,T i lo to^r y sar 1 ™? <tL2S ^-.rr 

Arussi, to Lugh, guaranteeing his security and avoiding further incidents. 

JNo news have been received of the recent events.” 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


[ 2603 ] No. 40. 

Sir E . Eger ton to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 24.) 

(No. 5. Africa.) 

Sir, D 

IN continuation of my previous despatches concerning the LughTnciden/Tniay 

of Benad ^ d-STh JTfitb reee . ived a telegram from thf Acting Governor 

pLfllil ad ’.i d t d th i 6 V h 1 "® taut ’ reporting that the situation was much improved 

Sbelb 1 W1 he retr f at t °T th l Ab r sm * ans towards Karauli, and stating that Lieutenant 

d fend itlf incase of SjlT * t"* S“ g ™ "^atfned aad abK 
reinforcements. Lieutenant Bertazzi had been sent to Bardera with 

. J here b f Dg , n0W no furth ? r ln 'gency in the situation, I do not propose to send 
further reports unless any new developments should arise. P 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


[ 2653 ] No. 41. 

The Marquis di San Giuliano to Sir Edward Grey.-(Received January 24.) 
(Translation.) 

Your Excellency, Italian Embassy , London , January 22, 1908. 

my note oi the 26th ultimo I had the honour to request your Excellency to 
examme whether you considered it advisable that a conversation Should take pkee 
between your Excellency, M. Cambon and myself, respecting pending Abyssffan 
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■ I - - SS 5 

oTJpEof settbn ? ^ ^ U £“ e “e y ti a rst place^it' would be well to know the 

p,jr*ysss &L » 

The annexed document complies J the jt a li a n Government thereon, 

coottim de8nito point. GoYe „ me nt would like tbo British. 

« tLr «»p«i.ise Kepre »ut..is» .t Ad„ 

Abe d„,t»w. s ..hmitt- ■ -*» zsr jsnsr-* b? Co ” t 

TornielU, and I have communicate'1 it C (^ ^ m proxim0; but I would 

a ' Afcire " 

(Signal) A. DI 8AN GIULIANO. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 41. 

Draft of Identical Instructions to be communicated£ British, French, and Italian 

Representatives at Adis Abeba. 

AFIN d’Cviter d’une fa<;on absolue deporfer 

pourraient surgir entre les trois B, ® pr ^ ' . , t para hrc d’accord devant MCnClik, 

du 13 DCcembre, 190b, qui doivent toujour; Go U P ern ements ou leurs sujetsou des 
dans toutes les questions q m . s enUe t ^ ^ trois Re pr6sentants ne doit 

Puissances tierces ou des sujets de celles- , colfegues pour s’entendre 

“rajsrsrs'*«■ - 

suspfndue et la ddeision remise aux Gouvemements^spgfe Gouverne- 

-sswarsrtj; f-“ t “ el un 

par des particulars, le Repr6sentant don P ra q 8 > a ^ 9 fc en i r de l’appuyer, 

fun de sea ooltegu- ou l.. de«n. «*».,p»»Comt»to.. , 
et,s’il sera interrorf par saigi de la part de Repr6- 

Dans le cas ou le Gouverneme J A(y Jp man des de Concessions contraires aux 
sentants ou de sujets de Puissances tierce. “ a tels qu’ils sont earantis par 

infects des trois Pu^ncM.° u de 1 3 e “ e ^onnue unanimement, les trois 

c ° n8id6reront ies p 1 - utiies ’ 8, ° pposer 

conjointement k l’acceptation de ces dema “ R o n it / dp p 0 pinion qu’is ont exprinfee 
?-(“•) des residences des Legations 

unanimement le 25 Aotlt, UDO, en ,, x la construction de leurs Legations 

dans un seul quartier soqt autonsds h 1 “ Sohoisie, en fes fortiflant de 

respectives au nord du terrain Kabana dans “ de ,’ a fou i e quipourrait 

ia ? on a ce qu’elles soient h , mfime d.e r6si ionnds par ] a mort de M6n61ik ou par 

se produire comme suite des d ^° ^f amirovisionnant de sorte que, eu de pareils cas, 
d’autres evenemente pareils, et en es PP Europdens. Les trois Reprcsentants 
elles puissent sufbr aux besoms d 3 Gouvernement Ethiopien pour sollicitcr 
auront soin d’agir <fes maintenant aup esures preventives qu’ils considdreront 

et obtenir de celui-ci les garantie eeations et des Europdens rdsidant h Adis 
commes mfeessaires pour la shrete des g pu j 8se compter pleinement sur le 

Abeba m6me en cas de ddsordres, po 'L .. d P g tro j s Reprcsentants a ce qui 
Gouvernement Ethiopien et limite i>x v „ I1 t, ia iitC d’une menace subite et isolCe. 

[1557] 


scr l>orablspoo ” w ' - * r u,^ p.™- to oM , 

les sommes qui sTntiTmS ^ur/dfiSaoST' a } teind " e ces ^sultats, & depen.ser 
(6.) Afin de enntnhn^ x_• , ... ns P ar leurs Gouvernemente 


interruption dans rESTd! 3?' «"**« de V 

sentants, tout en <5vitant de s’immiscer dwTlM 1 " « - tout - d68n . rdre > les trois Repr6- 
d^s mam tenant so preoccuner rln i« • es a ^*ires mtdrieures du navs Hrvv»r»f 

qu’il ddsigne offlc£l$Zr.£ ^Tj. 0 ^ 

acceptation. Si cette designation portera ’/ pr,5pa,v des forces suffisantes /son 

iwf’ v tr ° is Re P n ' s eotantK donnemnt \ MTT* qU1 ' ° ffre les B^nties 
1 T dTs a PP u ^ erorlt . mo ra lem6nt. Mfn61ik I assurance q Ue les trois 

voqueront leurs con/urs (hTJn^^ , appr ? n dront ,a mort de M6n41ik il s eon 
prendre pour la pro £Zn pour dfeider ^ U^ 

instructions continues dans le parSaX nr/eS T! ™ pectifs - «n confomltl des 
diaternent les Gouvernements 1 ,,™! ?^ ^'’!'- ’ et ,nf ormeront, si possible i mm / 

aas -sr - -lass sag^s 

S5»!r ins est inadmissible, et comme 

d , une^m^istratnre , ^iir e ies a Wuro a d 0n d ° * i 0 ™ 1 ^ “ £l£ oulek {££«“ 

considdreront coj^^ « « ** autre principe de^uridi^S 

conchies ou" comfieS SW™.^cktilLtmteTcSS 
II est cependant entendu que les drn^ pnncipe d ’<%alM 

#ss=ss?sis 

peuv 8 nt D^: n ^it e v' 6suItats ^scr 14 toutes ,es «*»- —»c * q s 

1 ST' ,e pub / que ’~ la *»« 

de touted rii ^urtr dWd - 


Inclosure 2 in No. 41. 

Draft of Proposals to be presented to the Neons for th rt 

in Anns in Ethiopia «f «• Traffic 

mt 1 - «*=m « 
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For the introduction of arms intended for private people, besides the authorisa¬ 
tion of the Emperor, a declaration is required from the owner to the effect that the 

arms arenot for sale. ^ application to the aforesaid provisions, which have 

been taken in the interest of Ethiopia, and of the Powers there.n concerned, the 
Emperor Menelek will take the following steps :— 

la 1 He will publish a Proclamation strictly forbidding, from its date, the 
introduction and trade of arms and ammunition in all the Ethiopian territory. 

lb.) All traders, who, at the time of the issuing of the Proclamation, will find 
themselves in possession of arms or ammunition, will be obliged to make a 
declaration to this effect to the Ethiopian authorities, and to discontinue the sale 

,<n ?c.) The Emperor reserves to himself the right of purchasing the arms and 
ammunition which will be in possession of the traders, and they will be entitled o 
send them back to the coast with a guarantee as to their destination. 

Id.) Any trader who, ten days after the issuing of the i reclamation, will be found 
in possession of arms and ammunition for which no declaration has been made, or 
will be caught to smuggle them, will be punished with the seizure of the arms 
and ammunition and with a heavy fine. If he will offend again, lie will be liable of 
expulsion from the Ethiopian territory, if he belongs to a foreign nationality. 

(*>.) All arms and ammunition which will be seized will become the property or 

(t\) All the Abyssinian authorities and the Customs officials will be intrusted with 

the enforcing’of aforesaid provisions. . 

((/.) The Emperor Menelek will take the most appropriate steps, in accordance 
with the conditions of the country, in order to regulate the arms licences. 

All the Heads and officers will be responsible for the arms and ammunition 

* delivered to their soldiers, of which a list will be kept. 

For all other inhabitants, Ethiopian or foreign, a personal authorization written 
from the Emperor himself will be required to import or to wear aims for their 
personal defence. 

Such an authorization will only be granted by the authorities, which the Emperor 
will appoint for the purpose, and against the payment of a tax. 

(/*.) Severe punishments and heavy fines will be inflicted upon offenders against 

such provisions. 


[2654J No. 42. 

The Marquis di San Giuliuno to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 24.) 

(Translation.) 

Your Excellency, Italian Embassy , January 22, 1908. 

BY order of my Government I have the honour to thank your Excellency warmly 
for the information sent me by the Foreign Office in the note of the IGth instant, 
respecting the Abyssinian raid at Lugh. 

I have at the same time to state that Lieutenant Cibelli, with a part of the Ascari 
of the garrison of Bardera, arrived safely at Lugh on the 5tli January. The Abyssinians 
appear to have retired towards Karaule. For reasons of security, Lieutenant Cibelli 
had to cross into English territory on his march to Lugh. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. DI SAN GIULIANO. 


[1491] No. 43. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Bertie. 

(No, 8. Africa.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , January 24, 1908. 

~ WITH regard to your Excellency’s telegram No. 63 of the JOth November, 1907, 1 
transmit to you herewith a copy of a despatch from His Majesty’s Charge d Affaires at 
Adis Abeba respecting the relations between M. Klobukowski and his colleagues. 

* No. 21. 
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I do not consider that there is any need to raise this question again, but should 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs allude to it at any time, Mr. Holder’s explanation will 
enable your Excellency to dispel M. Pichon’s suspicions that His Majesty’s Charg4 
d Affaires conceals from his French colleague what passes in his audiences of the 
Emperor Menelek, or that Mr. Holder is misled by false information received from 
Queen Ta'itou. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[2834] No. 44. 

Mr. Hohlcr to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 26.) 

(No. 7.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Adis Abeba , January 25, 1908. 

THIS morning I spoke strongly to the Emperor Menelek about the Lugh incident. 
He states that his latest information shows that the Italians, without any preliminary 
parley, commenced the attack. 


[2835] No. 45. 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received January 26.) 

(No. 8.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Adis Abeba, January 25, 1908. 

RAILWAY. 

I am informed by the French Minister that he has just heard that an agreement, 
has been come to by the Liquidator with a new French Company, so that this brings 
his business to a conclusion. 


[3034] No. 46. 

^ ^ ^ Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 27.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. • Adis Ababa , January 25, 1908. 

WI1H reference to my telegram No. 8, similar news has been received from Paris 
by the Agent of the Trust Company, but he hears, also, that the liquidator’s action has 
been declared illegal. As the provision at present made for English interests con¬ 
cerned seems altogether inadequate, I venture to hope this may be so. 

It looks as though the French Minister were endeavouring, by wrecking the old 
Company, to drive Menelek into giving some new Concession, and to secure in Paris 
what, despite his statements, I believe he has failed to obtain here. 


[1027] No. 47. 

Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 

Sir » WTrrTT . , . Foreign Office , January 28, 1908. 

WITH reference to the letter from this Office of the 5th July, 1907, I am directed 
by Secretary Sir E. Grey to transmit to you, for any observations which the Earl of 
a to offer, a copy of a despatch from His Majesty’s Charge d’Affaires at 

Adis Abeba, relative to the commerce of the frontier district between British East 
Africa and Abyssinia. 

I am to suggest that the Tables of trade at Lugh for 1905-1906 and 1907 annexed 
to this despatch should be compared with the Table given on pp. 9 and 10 of the 
pnnted copy of Mr Clerk’s despatch No. 8, forwarded to you in the letter from this 
Umce above referred to, as such a comparison will show that, even after making every 
allowance for more accurate knowledge due to longer experience of the country, 
Mr. Zaphiro s figures can only be taken as a very rough approximation of the trade of 
the Borana country. 


• No. 14. 
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shown by the Tables annexe r,mh in f c )05-l906 and onlv 200 pieces m 

pieces of black "V^jP.T^'^^e demand atifoag tbe uatives for these gods dropped 

imports from Kismayu. attention of the Earl of Elgin to 

Mr. ipT^trSdSr of the sothoriuj j 

w'»Vi', y ESdi 1 

worth while to use any legitimate means to foster tins trade, ana cur y 

be glad to learn the views of the Government of the Protectorate^on^this pom . 

(Signed) W. LANGLEY. 


[3183] No - 48 ‘ 

Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 29.) 

1') Adis Abeba, January 1, 1908. 

’ WITH reference to my despatch No. 94 of the 27th December, I have the honour 
to report that I saw the Emperor Menelek on Monday last on the subject of the 

S ° Ut Hk'MaTesty funy^nderatands the binding nature of the Agreement, pendm^the 
delimitation of the exact frontier line by the Commissioners, b ut he is content that lit 
shoiMd remain in its present irregular form. He wishes to put it in the ordinary form 
of a Treaty when ^Commissioners shall have finished their labours, and he expressed 
the desire that they might commence ihem with the least possible deday,, s y g 
his officers would be ready to start as soon as their British collaborators armed. 

T have the honour to inclose herewith the English and Amhanc texts of the 
Agreement, together with the annexed maps, duly signed.*^ &c 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLER. 


[3185] 


No. 49. 


Mr. Hohler to Sir Edward Grey.— {Received January 29.) 

(No. 3.) Abeba, January 3, 1908. 

ir ’ WITH reference to the last paragraph in my despatch No. 93 of the 26th ultimo, 
I have the honour to state that I questioned the Emperor Memelek on Monday ast, 
is to the nature of the mission which had been intrusted to Abdullahi Sadik. 

His Majesty replied that he had sent him down to endeavour to induce the Chiefs 
of some of the tribes (mentioning the Hawiya and Ba-Ghen) to come to Adis Abeba, in 
order to establish peace with them, and also, he somewhat vaguely said to try to 
obtain from them the arms which they at present possess, by peaceful means. 

The Italian Government is on the point of initiating negotiations for the settl^ 
ment of the frontier between Benadir and Abyssinia, and it seems probable that the 
Emperor is trying to win the tribes, especially those in the south, in the neighbourhood 
of Lugh, overto his side, in order to curtail Italian pretensions, as far as possible, by 
being able to point to the extent of Abyssinian authority.^ ^ 

(Signed) T. B. HO HLE R. 


[1557] 


* Printed in the Treaty Series. 
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[3219] 


Mo. 50. 


rreasury to Foreign Office.—(Received January 29.) 

^ 1T ’ T RAVI? i«,*j v f i r , Treasury Chambers, January 28, 1908. 

Mr l l >^i f K bebDre Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasure 

'i»K L’ g °n U^’H&aKSE “ SirJ - ” h °™ ** *>» 

of ^Works'as"to tLfiai W SrT 7 ° f S ‘ ate , wouId con8ult the First Commfssione; 
probable cost *“ d 1 * h ® Scteme and obtam an approximate estimate of the 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) G H. MURRAY 


f 3034 J No. 51. 

^ ^ • Sir Edward Crev to Mr. Fofiler. 

(Telegraphic.) P. - . 

ABYSSINIAN Railway. foreign Office, January 30, 1908. 

appears that the 6 officfal'^liquhfator § rf^the Railwav 0° 22nd aUd 3 ° th instant ’ il 

.hi. ] “ T r \ h “ e o » ini “»*» 

b..« made .he ..fbjee. of a fad" kl d«S h ° Wever ' >™ 

had 


[2419] 52 . 

Sir Edward Grey to the Marquis ai San Giuliano. 

Your Excellency. „ 

P.e "d™ & C 

the French &n£f ”i/wdoi°o?ihk Sfkj<sct 1 "kSiT“TTh * “'“j”''™'™ '»'■ 
Ambassador in Rome to the Italian Government. ’ Slmilar t0 that raade the French 

reason to object toVe^^s^th^CoiSe^™ 1116 !!- not a PP ear to be any 

to arrange with the Emperor Menelelc wblob ¥' Klobukowski is endeavouring 

made to me by M. Geoffray. I am however doscnbed , m tbe communication 

the matter, and His Majesty’s Government' C °“® ultm S oar Minister at Adis Abeba on 

Harrington’s observations'^before makim? ^ aWa u amval of Sir J. 

oeiore making any definite reply to the French Government. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 
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[2653] 


No. 53. 

Sir Edward Grey to the Marquis di San Giuliano. 


Y Excellency Foreign Office , January 31, 1908. 

0Ur T HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s note of the 
22nd instant, transmitting a draft of instructions which the Italian Government desire 
that the Italian, French, and British Governments should send to their respective 

Representatives in Abyssinia. . . . ... i • i 

I be<* to express my thanks to your Excellency for this communication which 

shall receive my most careful consideration, but I would wish before entering upon a 
discussion of the various points raised therein, to consult Sir J. Harrington, our Minister 

at Adis Abeba, as to his views. ^ T 

I shall not fail to communicate again with your Excellency as soon as 1 receive a 
reply from Sir J. Harrington, but in view of the time that must elapse before an 
answer reaches the Foreign Office, T trust that your Excellency will not consider it 
necessary to postpone your departure for Italy, as I do not consider it likely that His 
Majesty’s Government will lie in a position to discuss the various questions raised m 

the draft instructions much before your Excellency’s return to London. 

I have, &c. 

fSiomerh E. GRE\. 


[2654] No - 54 - 

Sir Edward Gret/ to the Marquis di San Giuliano. 

Your Excellency, Foreign Office, January 31, 1908. 

I HAVE the honour to express to your Excellency the satisfaction with which His 
Majesty’s Government have learnt from your Excellency’s note of the 22nd instant that 
the troops from Bardera have arrived safely at Lugh, and that the Abyssinians have 
apparently retired from the latter place. ... 

I have further the honour to thank your Excellency for the information in the note 
above referred to that for reasons of security Lieutenant Cibelli was obliged to enter 

British territory in the course of his march, towards Lugh. 

. I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[3578] No. 55. 

The International Ethiopian Railway Trust and Construction Company to Sir Edward 

Grey.—(Received February 1.) 

Si r> 51, Clements Lane, London , January 31, 1908. 

IN addressing you again with reference to the affairs of the Ethiopian Railway 
Company, we wish to take the opportunity of expressing our thanks for the repre¬ 
sentations which we understand have been made to the French Government on 
behalf of the interests we represent, subsequent to our handing to the Foreign Office 
the Memorandum of the 4th November, 1907, and for the renewal of those repre¬ 
sentations subsequent to the presentation of our Memorandum of the 1st January, in 
which we stated at some length the grounds on which we ventured to claim a renewal 
of your good offices for the protection of the British commercial interests of which we 
are the representatives. 

It is in connection with those renewed representations, which we understand have 
been made by His Majesty’s Government on our behalf, that we now venture to ask for 
your further assistance. 

The semi-official announcement which appeared in the “ Temps” newspaper of the 
22nd January, confirmed from other reliable quarters, leaves no room for doubt that 
the liquidator of the Ethiopian Railway Company, acting under the direct pressure 
of the French Government, has consented to transfer to a new Company, to be formed 
by a financial group acting under the auspices of the French Government, the whole 
of the assets of the Railway Company at a price greatly below the actual value of the 
property which it is proposed to transfer. 
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J f 18 ° bv / ous ^at if the proposal which you have been good enough to transmit to 

Ste^tst r rn T nt f0r the aC ^ i ? ition on reasonable Terms of the whole oTour 
% railway is accepted by the French Government, the transfer of the 
sseta otttie existing Company is not a matter in which we should have any concern 

wVvnT Vl 00 ! interventio n of His Majesty’s Government. But until 

e know whether the French Government is prepared to entertain the proposal for the 

acquisition of our interests, we are necessarily left in a state of uncertainty as to our 

position and as to the steps we should take for the preservation of the interests we 
represent in the Railway Company. 

Meanwhile information which reaches us from various quarters indicates that 
active steps are being taken to give effect to the scheme by which the Ethiopian 

wThft YT m £ any \ S be depnved of its assets with as little delay as possible, and we 
tear that the 1 rench Government may be deliberately refraining from making a replv 
to the representations you have been good enough to make on our behalf, so that we 

may continue under the paralyzing influence of uncertainty as to the course we should 
pursue. 

In the circumstances, we venture very respectfully to ask that you will make 
uc i further representations to the French Government as may be necessary to obtain 
as early a reply as possible to the proposal we have submitted for the purchase of the 
whole of our interests in the Ethiopian Railway enterprise. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) OCHS BROTHERS, 

Manaying Directors. 


[3553] No. 56. 

Memorandum communicated by M. Cambon, February 1, 1008. 

PAR ime note en date du 22 de ce mois l’Ambassadeur d’Angleterre a Paris a 
bien youlu appeler 1 attention du Gouvernement Frangais sur la situation privilegiee 
que 1 International Ethiopian Railway Trust and Construction Companv ” pretend 
opeuper par rapport aux autres creanciers de la Compagnie des Chemins de Fer 
Pthiopiens pour les avances qu elle a faites a cette Societe. 

L Ambassadeur de France est charge de faire savoir a son Excellence Sir Edward 
Grey en reponse a cette communication, que le Gouvernement Frangais ne peut que 

- T . decl ^ atl ° ns “teneures au sujet de’cette affaire et repeter que “e 
lquidateui judiciaire de la Compagnie Impenale des Chemins de Fer Ethiopiens est 
seul qualifie pour examiner les reclamations des creanciers de la dite Compagnie 

Cnn.ufuV”? ? tl0nS w 1 ’ “ International Ethiopian Railway Trust and Contraction 
T i 1 r y i , ont examme es sans aucun doute dans le plus complet esprit de justice. 
Toutefois le wouvernement Frangais croit devoir faire remarquer des a present aue la 

mS n Fr°an ^\B£ le “ T "£ ” et a -oquer liventL^dTSv^i 

recevabWmut 1 ° 0 ° P ? Ur t lm traltement privilegie ne parait nullement 

du 1-Mars Qtir pi ? urto » , le ? reserves que comportait l’autorisation Ministerielle 
an 1 -^ ais > I duo, et qui ont ete ainsi formulees :— 

“ II est, d’ailleurs, formellement stipule que le Gouvernement ne prend par cette 
autorisat 101 !, aucun engagement, ne donne aucune garantie quelconque^et nhssume 

WrfXT 6 Tt SP ° nSabblt T’ ,itre fluelconque, tant vis-a-vis de la Compare 

npenale des Chemins de Fer Ethiopiens que vis-a-vis d’un tiers quelconque.” 

Le 31 Janvier , 1908. 


F3588] No. 57. 

(No 11 ) "” ir ^ Harrington to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 1.) 

(1 degraphic.) P - Adis Ababa, January 31, 1908. 

satisfactory I per ° r Menelek received me yesterday ; the reception was very 
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3656] 


No. 58. 


Sir F Lascelles to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 3.) 

(No. tf7.) 

gj r Berlin , January 26, 1908. 

A BERLIN correspondent of the “ Kolnische Zeitung ” communicates to that 
journal a strong denial of a report recently published in the “ Standard ” to the effect 
that the “ Mission ” of Herr Holtz to Abyssinia is causing some anxiety in Paris, 
especially as it occurs at the same moment as the well-known “ Islam Agitator, 
Baron von Oppenheim, is due to arrive in Cairo. 

The correspondent ridicules the whole report; the German Government have 
nothing to do with Herr Holtz, whom they have entrusted with no kind of mission, nor 
has his journey anything to do with Baron von Oppenheim’s movements. 

I have &c 

(Signed) ’ FRANK C. LASCELLES. 


[2415] No. 59. 

Sir Edward Grey to the Marquis di San Giuliano. 

HIS Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs presents his compliments 
to the Italian Ambassador, and has the honour to acknowledge with thanks his 
Excellency’s note of the 26th December last, relative to the protection of Ethiopian 
interests in Palestine. 

Sir E. Grey will await the further communication referred to by the Marquis di 
San Giuliano before making a detailed reply on the subject. 

Foreign Office, February 4, 1908. 


[4018] No. 60. 

The Marquis di San Giuliano to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Felnuary 5.) 
(Translation.) 

Your Excellency, Italian Embassy , London, February 1, 1908. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s note of the 
30th ultimo, in which you informed me that the British Government, while reserving 
to themselves the right of consulting later on their Minister at Adis Abeba on the 
matter, do not see any reason to oppose in its general lines the Concession of the 
railway from Dire Dawa to Adis Abeba which is being negotiated between the Negus 
and M. Klobukowski. 

I do not fail to communicate the contents of your note to my Government, and I 
am now instructed to inform your Excellency that they consider the Agreement 
acceptable in its general lines, with the exception of the clause under which the 
Ethiopian Government maintain the right of levying transit and toll dues, in addition 
to the customs duties, on goods carried from and through Ethiopia by other routes 
than that of the Jibuti-Adis Abeba Railway. Such a clause is contrary to the Italo- 
Ethiopian Treaty, which establishes a uniform tariff in Article III, where it is textually 
stated : “ For the export and import traffic, by whatever route it passes in Ethiopia, 
duty shall be paid at a single point.” The application of the proposed clause of the 
Franco-Abyssinian Treaty would be especially harmful to the commerce of the Colony 
of Erythrsea, which would be subject to an arbitrary tariff imposed by the Ethiopian 
authorities. 

The Italian Government must, therefore, in the event of this clause being 
accepted, oppose it on the basis of the above-mentioned Article of the Italo-Ethiopian 
Treaty of the 21st July, 1906 ; and it is in this sense that they have replied to the 
Memorandum communicated to my Government by the French Embassy at Rome on 
the 11th January, 1908. 

I n2VP 

(Signed) ’ SAN GIULIANO. 


[1557] 


M 
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[2853] No. 61 

(No 9 ) ^ward Grey to Sir J. Harrington. 

I TRANSMIT ™ v -.1 f Foreign Office , February 6, 190>. 

• p t0 y°» herewith a copy of a note from the Italian Ambassador at 

* h ' t u" Ur K together with a copy of the reply which I have addressed to his Excellency t 
‘ ‘ , * bj ® ct of identic instructions which the Italian Government desire should 'be 
ent to the Representatives of Great Britain, France, and Italy at Adis Abeba 
I request that you will furnish me with your observations on these proposals. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


13219] No. 62. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir J. Harrington. 

(No. 10.) y 

Sir 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 69 of the 23rd September 1907 Tel at h 

question of the defence of the Legations at Adis Abeba, I transn’iit to’you herewith 

SL p ““ l * h ” Offioe ’ His t ~“t 

1 ou will observe that the Lords Commissioners have now assented in princmle to 
the construction of a suitable house, and I therefore request that you wilf sernf in a 
detailed estimate of the cost, so far as you can do so without technfcal advice as soon 
a possible. This estimate should include an estimate of the provisTons remdred and 

wo5,1 r i0 l W h° h ’ Subje ° 1 t . t0 turuover b y current consumption, suclTproGsKTs 
would keep in the Abyssinian climate without deterioration. V P 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[3219] No. 63. 

Foreign Office to War Office. 

Sir 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) W. LANGLEY. 


f 3219] 


No. 64. 


Foreign Office to Office of Works. 

Sir, . 

£ 5gZ,“—“ HZ ££&ZiStiXZSfZ 

I To TreC/y.’Stemterlx 1 ^ 5, 50, and 68. 

II Sir J. Harrington, September 10, 1907 r311iy|’ P mber 27 ’ 1907 f 32377 ] > 111(1 ante, Nos. 5 and 50. 

f Nos. 5 and 50. L 


35 


13 

SirE Grey would be grateful if the First Commissioner of Works would caiise 
him to be furnished with details and an estimate, in accordance with the wish 

expressed in the last paragraph of the accompanying letter from the Ireasury. 
r I am, &c. 

(Signed) W. LANGLEY . 


[4098] 


No. 65. 

Sir F. Elliot to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 6.) 


/Wq 1 .Africa ) 

g* r ’ Athens, January 31, 1908. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 1, Africa, of the 22nd instant, I have the 
honour to report that I showed to M. Skouses yesterday the proces-verbal of the meeting 
of the Greek Community at Adis Abeba inclosed in Mr. Holder’s despatch No. 90 of 
the 21st December, adding that in the opinion of His Majesty’s Charge d’Affaires 
it would be very desirable that the Greek Government should give publicity to the fact 
that at the present moment there is in Abyssinia only scope lor a very limited number of 
skilled artizans, and no demand whatever for unskilled labour; and that persons newly 
arriving should possess at least 100 dollars so as to be able to maintain themselves 
until they find occupation. His Excellency took note of my statement. 

He took the opportunity to inform me that the Statutes of the newly-formed Greek 
Community had been received, and that the Royal Decree sanctioning them was being 
prepared and would shortly be issued. The Community would then be in a position 
to relieve His Majesty’s Legation of a part of the burden of protecting Greek interests. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) F. ELLIOT. 


[3553] No. 66. 

Foreign Office to International Ethiopian Railway Trust and Construction Company. 

Gentlemen, Foreign Office , February 7, 1908. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 31st ultimo, relative to the question of your 
position in the matter of the Ethiopian Railway, I am directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey 
to inform you that a reply has been received Lorn the French Ambassador at this 
Court to the representations made by His Majesty’s Ambassador in Paris on this 
subject. 

M. Cambon states that in the opinion of the French Government the official 
liquidator of the Imperial Ethiopian Railway Company is alone qualified to examine 
the claims of creditors of the said Company, and that the claims of the Trust 
Company will, without any doubt, be considered with the fullest sense of justice. 

His Excellency adds that his Government wish to point out that they regard the 
Trust Company’s claim for special treatment, based on the intervention of the French 
Government in 1906, as inadmissible, especially in view of the reservation in the last 
paragraph of the letter from the Minister of the Colonies to the Railway Company of 
the 1st March, 1906. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) W. LANGLEY. 


[4735] No. 67. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir E. Egerton. 

(No. 3. Africa.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , February 10, 1908. 

THE Italian Ambassador told me on the 31st ultimo that, under the French 
Agreement with Menelek, goods carried by railway were to pay 6 per cent, extra duty, 
but were to be exempt from transit and other tolls. 

He assumed this meant that the extra duty was to be paid as long as transit or 
-other tolls continued, and was not to be construed as meaning that the existing 
transit or other tolls must be kept in force. 
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1 s ^d I thought his assumption must he right, but the Italian Ambassador 
tnougnt it desirable that we should be quite clear on the subject. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[5020] 


No. 08. 


Count de Bosdari to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 13.) 


1 HE Italian Charge d Affaires presents his compliments to His Britannic Maiestv’s 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, in answer to his Excellency’s note of the 
:th instant, has the honour to state that no further communication is, for the present 

in Palest hie ° ^ k m ^ ass y ou subject of the protection of Ethiopian interests 

Count A. de Bosdari would, therefore, be glad to receive, at Sir Edward Grev’s 
early convenience, die detailed reply on the subject which Sir E. Grey has been good 
enough to promise in the aforesaid note. * 

Italian Embassy , London , February 12, 1908. 


[5055 J 


No. 69. 


International Ethiopian Railway Trust and Construction Company to Sir Edward Grey. _ 

(Received February 13.) 

Sir 

’ WP i „ .i i , 34, Clement's Lane, London, February 12, 1908. 

Wli have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 7th February 

to « y ° U C0m “ unlC:lte t0 ™ the substance of the reply received from M. Cambon 
to the representations made by His Majesty’s Ambassador in Paris to the French 

£ . ™ nt 0n tlie ^hject of the British commercial interests in the Ethiopian 
Railway Company which we represent. ^ 

_ Bn+ • 6 W ,° Ul 1 Vent !, lre respectfully to point out that the reply of the French Govem- 
ment is not only inadequate, but is based upon assumptions which are inaccurate 
M. (.yambon states : 

Tmnelip! F h f V m - the -^ P -r i0n °C he Fre, ? ch Government the official liquidator of the 

creditors of thoS r^ 1 W&y Co "'Pf n .y js » one qualified to examine the claims of 
creditors of the said Company, and that the clams of the Trust Company will without 

any doubt, be considered with the fullest sense of justice ” f 7 

t th i U Fre .T h G ° Vei ' nment “ re » ard the Trust Company’s claim for special 

sfbk "esuechhv^in 011 ' * b ' 3 ’ n Jj® rventlon French Government in 1906 asinadtnis- 

Ministei-fo- t f-T T r ® sei 7 atl °u ln the paragraph of the letter from the 

M istei foi the Colonies to the Railway Company of the 1st March, 1906.” 

It is impossible to treat the two questions involved in M Cambon’s state- 

whkYwehiUEir^’ ^ W0U l d V6ntUre iD the filSfc pkce t0 refer t0 the claim 

letter of M PE™ 7? /°7 specui ‘' rea 7 ent - That claim is not based only on the 

stances set^ut^n 77^ i l8t Marcb > 19 ° 6 ’ but 011 the whole thedrcum- 
subnfit to von TtSfl Memorand . um , of th « ™ January which we had the honour to 
nffrWUI 1 y summanze d, our position is that for several years we have 

eS se that a o,w n 8U ? P ° rfc 7 k tb « Etbio P^ Railway Company commeS 

recognised' t tl Z t P ^ the fina ? ci f 8 of the Company was known to and 
Hiv tp lr J ' French Government, which not only accepted our co-operation but 

™id bi .“IS w. r T h “ h t‘ iu th * 1 

lst March TinfTC , • ha ' e referred to the letter of M. Clementel of the 
contention. ’ °° ncluS1Ve 6Vidence - but as evidence only, of the accuracy of this 

of M Th Clementerr a £e b / Excellen °y tbe Frenob Ambassador to the last paragraph 
ot M. Clementel s letter leaves us no alternative but again to direct your atten 

Slav P 16 ad ° pted by the Frenoh Government towards the 7 E hioS 

leU r vou wSIl D7 obs U er“ g 19 ° 6 f ° n rafe ™g the terms of M. Clements 

letter you wdl observe that in exchange for the cash which we handed to 

the Railway Company we were to receive bonds at a fixed price. M. Clementel, 
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however, accompanied his assent to the issue of these bonds with the following 
[proviso- - Ces obligations ne pourront etre transfer's en obligations aunorteur et on 
ne pourra en dernander l’admission il la cote de la Bourse avant, le 15 Octobre, 190 >, 

I P oins d’autorisation speciale donnhe par le Mimstre des Colonies d accord avec le 

VI i "i^^h^nfonfenTwhen the French Government accepted our financial co-operation 
on these terms the diplomatic negotiations relating to Abyssinia were still engagmg the 
attention of the British, French, and Italian Governments, and the French Government 
was anxious that the Ethiopian Railway Company should be maintained so as to 
preserve alive the concession granted by the Emperor Menelik in 1894 In July those 
negotiations resulted in an agreement which was not, however, published until December 
of the same year. Consequently, in July the French Government had secured the 
principal object which it had in the negotiations, viz., the assent of the other two 
Powers to the railway to Adis Adeba being constructed under French auspices It is 
important to take note of the dates, for it was only after the agreement had been 
concluded that in the month of August M. Leygues, who had succeeded M. Clementel 
ag Minister for the Colonies, declined to allow the Ethiopian Railway Company 
to issue further bonds to meet the interest on its coupons, and to provide for its 
current expenses. But for the further financial assistance rendered by the lrust 
Company, in c ; rcumstances with which you are fully acquainted, the inevitable 
result of the refusal would have been to force the Railway Company into judicial 
liquidation at a date anterior to the 15th October, when the bonds accepted by 
the Trust Company with the sanction of the French Government alone became 

ne ^ We submit with confidence that the reservation referred to by his Excellency the 
French Ambassador in the last paragraph of M. Clementel’s letter was never intended, 
and could not have been intended, to relieve the French Government from all responsi¬ 
bility for the consequences of its own action, and that consequently the words referred 
to in no way weaken the case we have made out for just and equitable treatment at the 
hands of the French Government, based not on any single letter but on the whole 
course of our dealings with the Ethiopian Railway as a commercial enterprise. 

We will now ask your permission to consider M. Cambon’s first statement, which 
falls naturally into two heads 

(«.) That the official liquidator is alone qualified to examine the claims of creditors 

of the said Company. . . . . ., 

(b.) That the claims of the Trust Company will, without any doubt, be considered 

with the fullest sense of justice. 

To these propositions we would oppose the following :— 

1. That since our claim is for special treatment based on the action of the French 
Government, the Government alone is competent to deal with it. When informed 
verbally that such a claim was being made, the liquidator replied that he had no 
coo-nisance of it, and in any case could not entertain it, as a claim of such a character 
fefl solely within the competence of the Government. 

2. That, as representing British commercial interests, we are in the circumstances 
justified in seeking to approach directly the French Government, and in inviting the 
assistance of His Majesty’s Government to that end for the following reasons, in 
addition to those already given :— 

(a.) That the object of the French Government being political, it is incumbent on 
the French Government to protect and adequately to compensate any commercial 
interests which may be sacrificed in pursuit of its political objects, the legitimacy of 
which we do not seek to call in question. 

(b.) That the French Government, after securing its political object, so far as the 
assent of Great Britain and Italy was concerned, sought to drive, and eventually 
succeeded in driving, the Railway Company into judicial liquidation without protecting 
or adequately compensating the interests we represent. 

(c.) That the liquidation has from the first been under the influence of the French 
Government, and that consequently the liquidator is not a free agent. 

(d.) That in particular the French Government has compelled the liquidator to 
give his consent, without the sanction of the shareholders, to the sale of the assets of 
the Ethiopian Railway Company to a proposed new Company, formed at the instigation 
of the French Government and with a Government guarantee of its bond and share 
capital, at a price which the liquidator himself regards as quite inadequate. 

[1557] N 
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iy-feSS S r“rr - 

the fullest sense of justice.” ^ k ms at all, to consider them with 

■» m of *• ^ »«• 

As to proposition tn, we submit that it is self-evident 

the following dates: 23rd August 1906 ,9th V 1 ° the Com P a ny on 

and 24th December 1907 S nf II’ 29t , h November 1906; 27th March, 1907: 

information. ’ C ° pieS ° f fchese letters ^ inclosed herewith for your 

from which P (e) follows asaa Terence 1 we bee ^ and ^, of proposition (2), 

following documents, which we submit aftc^rl dl ^ ect . y°}i r s P ecial attention to the 

made and furnish a conducive replv to M ^ ■ JUS , lfifiatlon for statements 
are 8 6 rep ^ to Camb °“ 8 allegations. These documents 

by «• v»h„, lhc 

Juge Commissaire. We would sneciallv dirf-p+ C ?*. ^? milierce > in his capacity as 
Of the second paragraph of M. vier's » folk™"!?" ll ” ° P “ i “ 8 

Ia ? mi * 8nie 

Gouvernement.” S J 4 AOeba et de 1 exploiter, a <5te dearie par le 

M. Chapuisfpresident of°the ^ibunaJ^f Com’me Uai '^’ l^ 08 ’ addressed b y M - Vacher to 
We would invite your very spedd ‘» hls »f Juge Commissaire. 

subjects to a careful examination the ‘ T ° j" S R , e P ort > lu which M. Vacher 
the transfer of the assets of the Companv°rf which ^ 0 °'^th tb 1 Government for 
Company promoted by the French Government fw, h f ' S . th ®, 'liquidator, to another 
proposals ; and then, interrupted whilst stM 0n ! t . rat ® 8 the inadequacy of these 
summoned to the Ministry J Finance and life1 P P h ‘ S , Re P° r > re,ates bow he "'as 
Minister for the Colonies, who produced ‘he 

Company, aud informed M Vacher that if he rl'nf 6 f declarl pg tbe decheance of the 
before the evening the decree would bfs lne,l l ft ^pt the Government’s proposal 
foUowing day. In the face/f IhifmefaS vlct %£&* °* ** ^ the 

Liquidator to M. H. Farran.^f < 12 t Ru^du p'ottf' 7 ’ p ° 8 ’ addre f ed b y tbe Judicial 

"• plyins 10 « 

dhsastreuaes d’une dCchfince d^'nt e se J trouve°men i rf' re ’ p"/'^! iter les consequences 

son actif k une Soci<*td nouvelle, sous reserve t, , ! cette Soc1 ^ k edder k l’amiable 

sanctionnees par une loi.” 1 e les conditions de cette cession seront 

Company his been repeated^m^Tin^h^pubu/OT 6 * 1 ° b ‘K 0C , of tbe liquidation of the 
and again in conversation by pe^ons occunv^f. ’tT' 1 , haS h 6611 affirlned again 
perhaps no need to do more than quote the^fl !. officlal position. But there is 
Reporter of the Budget on Foreign Affairs d ® <daratlo f. made ln the Senate by the 
1907, said textually: g Attalrs ’ wbo ’ s P eakln g on the 23rd December, 

ment contests’par Wivlux. ^ Elle' le trouvfht^d-ffi si 1 t " ation P rivi %i<5e, natureUe- 
avec des voisin.s it la fois puissantset actife A™/« embamis de relations 
Lthiopie les amicales relations d«5jA form des’et? Euronf' 8 ** 68 leils ' , Etend ant en 
a sigmi avec eux 1'accord dont j e J parle ■ heureusemfft m °1 1™* p6Upl . e8 ’ la Fr ance 

sacrifices. Une »„e d» Censed d M Mi,i„r„, dW S 


of the 
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VoDimon publique en faisant apparaitre que la Socidte, qui jusqu’alors avait traite cette 
liaire afiait disparaitre et faire place 5. un nouveau groupemant qui, cette fois, ferait 
iboutir roBUvre et la ferait aboutir dans Fintdret veritablement Fra^ais. 

We venture respectfully to submit that the documents we have now placed before 
you justify our contention that, under the proposals which tbe French Government 
nave forced the liquidator to accept, British commercial interests are being treated 
with grave injustice; that the only means we have of obtaining just treatment is 
through the medium of the French Government, and that the Judicial Liquidator is 
powerless to deal with our claim. 

We have already expressed in unmistakable terms our willingness to cede our 
position either to the French Government or to its financial associates for a fair and 
adequate compensation, and we now formally repeat this offer. It is not therefore a 
case of there being no alternative to squeezing out associates whose co-operation is no 
longer desired by such drastic measures as the destruction of the existing Company. 
The Judicial Liquidator, in his Report of the 20th January, already referred to, 
states in emphatic terms that the object which the Government is avowedly anxious 
to obtain, i.e., the elimination of the foreign element, can he secured by the 
reorganization of the existing Company on terms much less onerous to the French 
taxpayer than are involved in the constitution of a new Company. In these circum¬ 
stances it is difficult to escape from the conclusion that other motives than theavow r edly 
patriotic motive advanced have inspired the campaign against the Railway Company, 
which has brought it to its present position. Such motives are not difficult to discover. 
The proposed new Company, while enjoying a Government guarantee not only on its 
debenture capital of 40,000,000 fi\, hut also on its share capital of 15,000,000 fr., will 
acquire for a sum estimated by the liquidator to he of the capital value of less than 
8,000,000 fr. assets which are, at the lowest possible valuation, worth 25,000.000 fr. 
The advantageous character of such a bargain from the point of view of the proposed 
new Company need not be insisted on. 

We have no desire to enter on a discussion of the motives which have actuated 
the French Government in adopting towards the Railway Company the line of conduct 
which we have indicated, hut w^e feel hound to point out that, should the Government 
of the Republic persist in its refusal to deal in a spirit of justice and equity with the 
claim we have advanced, it will he difficult to avoid the conclusion that the French 
Government is either the accomplice or the dupe of a financial operation the object of 
which is to deprive the present owners of the assets of the Ethiopian Railway Company 
of their property and to hand them over without adequate consideration to a financial 
group selected by the French Government. 

It is hardly necessary, we imagine, to point out what a disturbing influence a 
transaction of this character would have on the confidence which is now felt in 
commercial and financial circles in this country in the security of British capital 
invested in French commercial enterprises, more especially as, whatever may be the 
real motive of those responsible for its execution, the avowed object is hostility to 
British capital as such. 

While, therefore, we are grateful to His Majesty’s Government for the representa¬ 
tions already made on behalf of the interests we represent, we would very respectfully 
invite you to renew those representations to the Government of the Republic, supported 
hv the additional information which we now have the honour to submit for your 
consideration. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) OCHS BROTHERS, 

Managing Directors, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 69. 

M. Millies-Lacroix to President of Council of Administration of Ethiopian Railway 

Company. 

M. le President, Paris, le 23 Aout ., 1900. 

VOUS m’avez demands, par lettre du 2 Aofit courant, Fautorisation d’^mettre de 
nouvelles obligations pour vous procurer les fonds necessaires, d’une part, an paiement 
du coupon du l er Septembre sur les obligations de la deuxi&me serie, ainsi que des coupons 
^chus le l Pr Juillet dernier sur les obligations de la troisi&me sdrie, et d’autre part 
aux hesoins courants de votre Compagnie pour les mois de Juillet, Aoftt et Septembre. 
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Finals f yOUS T c T a tre ’ aprfes avoir P ris de M. le Minietre des 

a i tl -° nB ^ ,a r ° m l^" ie P“ entierement 

] p « V i J devant produire une somme trhs supbrieure it celle exigbe par 

d’ohwT dS t VOt f Compa g nie ’ U n'«t possible d’autoriser Emission 
ComXnTrl P ° Ur alre feCe aUX Cha, g es s^indiquL. II appartient fc votre 

ressourfes dont elleTbesoin nSqUe8 * par tout autre m °y en r ^ ulier > les 

Recevez, &c. 

Le Ministre des Colonies, 

(Signe) MILLiGS-LACROIX. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 69. 

M. Milliea-Lacroix to Vice-President of Ethiopian Railway Company. 

M. ^ Vice-President, Pa , is, , e 29 Novembre, 1906. 

,l P mnnr!n\, U dU V N . ove ? lbre courant, vous m’avez donne connaissance d’une 
d’obtenir vous adressiez le m 6me jour it M. le Ministre des Finances h. l’effet 
Gr^ii P ,° U \ votr ® Socibte 1 automation d’bmettre 10,000 obligations nouvelles 
(tro.sib.ne sbr.e) pour faire face it divers coupons et a des travaux u,gents. 

1’Artick V n.r^ dabord vuus falre observer que, conformbmenl aux dispositions de 

6 «"*• 19 “- 

Q uoi quil en soit, j’ai l’honneur de vous faire connaitre que, daccord avec M le 

d’ohlf ie f d<3S + F, ? I1CeS > refuse formelI einent rnon autorisation k toute Emission 

Comingriip 1 non V ?U V mprUnt S0US r eklUe f0m,e soit ^ contracter pa“ 

Lompagme pom faire face an service de son capital obligations. 1 

Recevez, &c. 

Le Ministre des Colonies, 

(Signe) MILLIBjS-LAC UOIX. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 69. 

M. Pichon and M. Millies-Lacrohto Pice-President of Council of Administration of 

Ethiopian Railway Company. 

M. le Vice-President, D • , ,, 

SA M. ]e? d r E „_ M«ld, . f, it dander » 

uloir b.en \brifier si, it uu moment quelconque, il a bte fait mention sur les reeistres de 
la Compagnie Impbriale des Chemins de Fer Ethiopiens d’un achat d’oblioftions ou 
d actions effectue pour le compte du Gouvernement /thiopien. ° ° U 

M. Lavy, Oomnnssaire du Gnuverneinent auprks de votre Societe declare duns «nn 
dernier rapporf en date du 22 Mars, 1907, que la verificationSSt ifcSS 
fait •‘PPa^trenulle part dans vos beritures la trace d’une operation de cette nature 
j„ 4 Part, une Commission composbe des reprbsentants de MM les Ministres 

... Colo " i “’ * “ «•»*»* 

Chem?n t de?rSo 0 ni;ff eU8 - V «**™™* V™ une entreprise Franfaise du 

d’assurer un^oMtionnmnen^nor^^d^vo^i^^ocfJtb* 011 ^ 68 ^ C ° mbinaiS ° n8 SUSCeptibleS 

i'bsuItats U stdisfaisants^*dans e ia U1 m-atiaue CUne be ^lu^^'t w Se ^ de ™ d ™ des 

sembkbfe solution.' 131 '" qU ’ d V ° US ParaiS8ait imp ° SSible ^ Ue la Compagnie pftt accepter 
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Fn nrbsei.ee de votre declaration, le Gouvernement se voit dans Pobligaticn de 
fe« to„£s rSrve. .nr ,ui penve .1 r&ulter pour la Co„p«g„» d. 

'S.’lpS*'alrtS^iefrl^ri. M. Lavy en date d« 8 Sepf.bre 

,«%sSr\ .a M..., issr* 

Cm d« ffi, eontrevenant ai»i « di.po.itbn. de U Convention d„ 

6 F6 En e 'con 9 sSuence, nous croyons devoir vous impartir un dblai de trois mois pour 
prendre les mesures imposbes par la situation irrbgul.bre dans laquelle sest placbe la 

TaS'ce dblai, la Compagnie Impbriale des Chemins de Fer Ethiopiens serait exposbe 

a subir les sanctions que eomporte.it les irrbgulantbs dont est entachbe sa gestion. 

Recevez, ofcc. 

Le Ministre des Affaires fltrang&res, 

(Sign6) S. PICHON. 

Le Ministre des Colonies, 

(Signd) MILLIES* LACROIX. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 69. 

M. Pichon and M. Millies-Lacroix to Liquidator of Ethiopian Railway Company. 

Paris , le 24 Decembre\ 1907. 

YU la lettre du Ministre des Colonies il M. le Vice-Prbsident du Go'isell d Adminis¬ 
tration de la Compagnie des Chemins de Fer Ethiopiens en date du 14 Fbvner, 1907, 
par laquelle, sans prbjuger des sanctions que pourraient com porter les faitsle Ministre 
des Colonies a notifib il ia Compagnie que diverses opbrations d emprunts out btb faites 
par elle en violation de 1’Article V, paragraphe 3, de la Convention du 6 Fbvner, 19.2, 

* PPr °V*Ct!:“M'i.iirto A*fa» ttrangfertffl et d^ Coleni- 8 U ; 1. Vic 
Prbsident du Conseil d’Administration de la Compagnie Impbriale des Chemins de Fer 
Ethiopiens en date du 27 Mars, 1907, par laquelle les Ministres ci-dessus dbsignbs : 

1. Ont notifib it la Compagnie qu’il est dbs k prbsent btabli par les rapports de 
M Lavy, Commissaire du Gouvernement, en date des 8 Septeinbre, 1906, 6 Fbvner, 7 et 
13 Mars 1907, que la Compagnie a contraetb une sbne d emprunts et passb k leur 
occasion divers contrats sans I’autorisation pibalable et nbcessaire du Mmistre des 
Colonies, eontrevenant ainsi aux dispositions de la Convention du 6 Fbvner, 1902, 

2. Ont imparti, en consequence des faits ci-dessus rappel^s, un delai de trois rnois 
la Compagnie pour prendre les inesures imposbes par la situation lrrbguhbre dans laquelle 
elle s’est placbe, dblai it l’expiration duquel la Compagnie Impbriale des Chemins de Fer 
Ethiopiens serait exposbe a subir les sanctions que comportent les irrbgulantbs dont est 

entachbe sa gestion; 

Considbraut que le dblai ci-dessus imparti est expirb it la date du 27 Juin 
dernier * 

Consultant qu’ant4rieure.nent k cette date, et m§me depuis cette date, les irregu¬ 
larity relevees dans la gestion de la Compagnie n’ont pas ete couvertes; 

Decident qu’un nouveau delai de quinze jours est imparti k la Compagnie Imperiale 
des Chemins de Fer Ethiopiens pour prendre telles mesures qu’elle jugera opportun en 

vue de regulariser sa situation administrative. . . 

A l’expiration du dit delai, la Compagnie sera exposee k subir telles sanctions que 

de droit. Ministre des Affaires Btrangtes, 

(Signe) S. PICHON. 

Le Ministre des Colonies, 

(Sign6) MILLlES-LACROIX. 


[1557] 
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Inclosure 5 in No. 69. 


M. Vacher to President of Tribunal of Commerce . 


M. le President. Paris , le 14 Novembre , 1907. 

J’AI Ihonneur de vous adresser, sous forme de note que je reraets k M. le Ministre 
des Finances et k M. le Ministre des Colonies, le rapport complEmentaire concernant 
les solutions qui peuvent Etre apportees k la liquidation judiciaire de la Compagnie 
ImpEriale des Chemins de Fer Ethiopiens. 

DEs l’origine, la solution d’un concordat pur et simple—la Compare Etant chargee 
d’achever la ligne jusqu^ Adis-Abeba et de 1 exploiter—a EtE EcartEe par le Gouverue- 
ment, le passe de cette SociEtE, les f'aute3 d’administration aui ont EtE accumulEes au 
cours de sa brEve existence, ne la dEsignaient pas pour bEnEficier k nouveau des 
sacrifices que 1’Etat doit s’imposer pour perrnettre 1’achEvement de l’entreprise du 
chemin de fer, oeuvre dont 1’intErEt au point de vue national, motive Intervention de la 
France. 

Les Pouvoirs Publics se proponent de favoriser la constitution d’une SociEtE nouvelle 
au capital de 1 5,000 actions, avec emission de 40 millions de francs en obligations. Ce 
capital de 55 millions recevrait un intErEfc de 3'50 k 4 pour cent garanti par J’Etat, et la 
Societe nouvelle reprendrait tout l’actif de la liquidation judiciaire, y compris la dime que 
les nEgociations de M. Klobukowski ont fixE k 4 pour cent ad valorem. 

En ^change de cette cession, il m’a EtE propose—& titre de communication verbale 
—rien n’Etant fixE dEfinitivement: ~ 


1. Line annuity de 330,000 tr., garantie par l’Etat, pendant soixante-quinze ans. 

'Z. Soixante pour cent des benefices nets de la SociEtE future aprEs prElavement sur 
ces benefices des charges suivantes :— 


1. Annuite vernee a l’fiihiopie .. 

2. Annuite aux ci eancu-rs actuels .. 

3. Annuite des capitaux noun aux .. 


Fr. 

115,000 

333,000 

2,125,000 


Total des charges privil£gies 


.. 2,670,000 


La moitiE de ces 60 pour cent serait rEservEe aux actionnaires actuels. 

Ce projet comportait la reduction du passif actuel & 35 pour cent, c’est-E-dire 
la reduction de chaque obligation E. 100 fr., portant intEr&t E, 2 pour cent; l’amortisse- 
ment du capital et le service de cet intErEt auraient EtE assures par 1’annuitE de 
330,000 fr. 1 

Ce systeme entrainerait des inEgalitEs inadmissibles entre les crEanciers, et ne peut 
£tre accepts sur ce point de detail, mais il est entendu que la repartition de 1’annuitE en 
question, conformEment k la loi, ne souffrira pas de difficultEs. 

La critique la plus grave porte sur l’insuffisance de 1’annuitE offerte comme prix de 
1 actif k odder. J ai t&chE, dans la note suivante, de montrer avec preuves k l’appui 
importance de cet Eeart, et de motiver un relEvement qui, me semble-t-il, serait de 
nature k donner une satisfaction plus Equitable k tous. 




Note. 

Toutes les solutions que prEsente la liquidation judiciaire doivent Etre ramenEes k 
deux types, abstraction f'aite des nombreuses modalitds qui peuvent les diffdrencier— 

., J'. Compagnie actuelle reste en possession de son actif et continue k 

exploiter, sauf k se procurer les capitaux ndcessaires pour maintenir cette exploitation ; 

2. (Ju la Compagnie actuelle vend son actif k une Socidtd nouvelle qui achEvera 
1 oeuvre entreprise. 

Laissons de c6td la premiEre combinaison qui n’entre pas dans les vues du 
Gouveruement. 

Du moment qu il sagit. dune “ vente,” un des eldments importants—le plus 
intdressant pour les propridtaires actuels—est, tout d’abord, la valeur de ce qu’ils sont 
appelds a cdder. 

. Ndgligeons tout ce qui ne prEsente pas d’intErEt pour l’acqudreur, c’est-E.-dire les 
rais de constitution et d administration de la Socidtd, les frais de controle des travaux 
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cofttE: Yr. 

„ . 4 , . .. 25,726,742 

Travaux de construction effectivement paies.. ** ^ 901,599 

Terrains et b&timents .. •• •• *' *' ’ ’ 1,314,637 

Materiel d'exploitation .. • • • * * ’ ” # # 250,000 

A pprovisiounements .. • • • • * * * *- 


Concession et .ccessoires (valeur des terrains concedes—500 mitres de 
C chaque col* de la lijjne—du 90 kilora. a Dire-Duouo) apportes pour 

fitude°s 0 ;t 0 .rsvau r x nmorct ponHa Zliime 'section, p'ortie aubilun pour 
916,421 fr., reduits a .. 


28,192,972 


2,000,000 

307,022 

30,500,000 


En rdduisant de cette estimation les 3 millions largement suffisants iemet 
la ligne et le materiel actuels en parfait 6tat, on arnve k une vaieur reelie, 
incompressible, de 27,500,000 fr. (Jest evidemment cette valeur qui passera 

natrimoine du vendeur dans Factif de 1’acquEreur.* . . , i s 

P 11 n’est pas question, dans les circoustances actuelles, dexiger un prix Equivalent 

la valeur cEdEe Bien moins, puisque l’fitat preside au contrat a mtervemr et le 
garantit, il n’est pas admissible un seul instant que ce contrat revete au detriment des 
crEauciers de la Compagnie actuelle les apparences d une spoliation imposEe. O 
neut pas oublier que st l’Etat a dEjit donnE it cette Compagnie une subvention de 
11 millions, la Contention de 1902 a etE le prEtexte des difficultes diplomatiques dont 
la Compagnie a EtE la victime indirecte,,et que les clauses de cette mEme Convention, 
soumettant Etroitement it l’action de l’Etat, lui enlevaient tout crEdit et tout moyen 
d’achever son entreprise. La Compagnie n’a pas seule, vis-it-vis de ses ciEancieis, 
responsabilitE de la dEconfiture actuelle, et, dEs lors, 1 Etat peut imposer la cession de la 
ligne, mais it la condition ElEinentaire que les creanciers actuels soient dEsintEiessEs dans 

I la'limite de la valeur actuelle de leur gage. . . . 

Or, qu’ofFre la Soci<St<$ nouvelle en ^change de l’actif que la Compagnie Impenale 
va lui apporter ? 


charires privnegiees, suieveiu- u- u., --- x ^ , . 

ces charges, rEcupErera tout d’abord sur les exercices l-EmunErateurs les avances que lui 

auront impos^es les exercices d(jficitaires. 


Examinons la valeur 'de ces deux elements : 


1. Annuite' de 350,000//'. 

La valeur actuelle de soixante-quinze annuity de 350,000 fr. au. taux de 
5 pour cent—et ce taux est moddre quand il s’agit d’une exploitation lndustrielle, telle 
qu’un chemin de fer colonial—est de 6,430,040 fr. 10 c. 

Une annuity de 465,000 fr. vaut actuellement 9,060,511 fr. 5 c. _ , . 

Cette partie du prix a d’ailleurs le tvks grand avantage d’etre certaine, puisqu elle 

est garantie par l’Etat. , ^ . n 4 . 

Par comparison, le sacrifice que fait l’Etat en faveur de la Compagnie nouvelle est 

de trois annuity, d’ensemble 2,240,000 fr., valant; au meme taux, 43,646,332 fr. 

L’annuit^ de 115,000 fr. servie a Menelek, tont la contre-partie de la Concession 
Abyssine et de tous ses avantages (dime de 4 pour cent, terrains, &c.), qui passent a la 
Socidtd nouvelle, est Evidemment garantie au profit de cette SociEtE. La Compagnie 
actuelle n’a eu de sa Concession que les charges (l’Empereur est encore dEbiteur de 
484,000 fr., et ne paie pas les transports des cartouches qui lui sont actuellement faites 
par la liquidation judiciaire). Elle n’a jamais per§u sa dime ; elle n a rien reyu de 
l’Abyssinie que le droit de construire—en se ruinant. 

* Le chiffre de 27,000,000 fr. correspond a 46 pour cent de ce que la Compagnie n effectivement defense; 
or, les u gaspillages” memo estimes tr^s largement n’ont pas atteie.t 10.000,000 Ir. Aueune Compagnie n aui..it 
construit la ligne actuelle sans une d6pen.se d’au moins 45,000,000 Ir. 
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2. Valeur probable des 60 pour cent des bdnefices futurs. 

Cette valeur est tout a fait aleatoire et it trfes longue dch^ance; nous allions essayer 
de la ddgager des etudes ddjit faites par la Compagnie actuelle, et en r^duisant autant 
qu’il est possible la part d’al&is que corriportent des provisions de cette nature, 
a’ailleurs nous joignons it l’appui de ce rOsumO les chiffres sur lesquels sont basOes nos 
estimations. Malgrd leur aridite, il est necessaire de consulter ces chiffres pour se 
rendre compte de la sincOritO des resultats auxquels nous arrivons (voir Annexes I, II, 
III, et IV). 

‘I. Tonnage . 

La Compagnie ImpOriale transporte actuellement sur la premiere section (Djibouti- 
Dire-Daoua) 12,000 tonnes. Sur ce total, 4,000 tonnes represented le trafic de la 
region de Harrar; 8,000 tonnes celui de la rOgion d’Adis-Abeba. 

DOs que la deuxiOme section (DirO-Daoua-Adis Abeba) sera construite et exploitOe, 
le chemin de fer doit absorber le trafic actuel par caravanes, et le tonnage sera porte 
tres vraisemblablement it 23,000 tonnes pour la premiere section et h 17,000 tonnes 
pour la seconde (voir Annexe I). 

II. Recettes. 

Les tarifs qui forment la base des recettes mentionn^es dans cette etude ont ete 
dtablis par la Societe en tenant compte de la necessite de proportionner les prix de 
transport h la valeur marchande des produits importds ou exportes. 

Les recettes ainsi fixdes s’eievent it 4,875,690 fr. (voir Annexe II), soit une recette 
kilomdtrique de 6,283 fr. 

III. Dime. 

Aux recettes provenant du tra6c, il con vied d’ajouter celles de la dime de 
4 pour cent ad valorem sur les merchandises transportdes par la voie ferrde. 

La valeur de ces marchandises s’dldvei-a it environ 25 millions de francs, se ddcom 
posant comme suit:— 


Importation. 


2,200 tonnes de sol a 12 fr. 


900 

3,400 

580 

120 

2,500 

3,000 


de j etrole a 210 fr. .. 
do mat^rinux de construction a 100 fr. 
de mm him s, outils, a 2,500 fr. 
de meubles a 1,000 fr. 
d’aboudjedid a 2,530 fr. .. 
de divers a 500 fr. .. 


Fr. 

• 26,400 
189,000 
340,000 
1,450,000 
120,000 
6,250,000 
1,500,000 


Exportation. 


6.000 tonnes de cafe a 1,000 fr. 


75 

800 

1,700 

1,725 


23,000 


d'ivoire a 20,000 fr. .. 
de ciro a 2,000 fr. 
de pcaux a 2,000 fr... 
de divers a 500 fr. 

2,600 t6tes de betail & 100 fr. 


Fr. 

6,000,000 

1,500,000 

1,600,000 

3,485,000 

862,500 

2C0,000 


23,582,900 

Ce qui repr4sente, a raison de 4 pour cent, une somrae de 943,315 fr. 


IV. Bendjices nets d,'Exploitation. 

A une recette kilometrique de 6,283 fr. correspond, pour les depenses, 
un coefficient d’exploitalion de 74 pour cent, ce qui lnisse un 
benefice net de 26 pour cent sur 4.875,690 fr. .. 

A cette somme il 1‘aut ojouter lu dime, soit 4 pour cent sur 
23,5^2,900 fr. 

Total des ber6fices nets .. .. ,, 


Fr. c. 


1,267,679 40 
943,315 00 
2,210,995 40 
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V. Situation financiere. 


En acceptant le chiffre de 465,000 fr. propose par le liquidates judiciaire pour lee 
annuites it servir aux cr^anciers de la Soci6te actuelle, voici quelles seraient exactement 
les charges financi&res de la Societe nouvelle :— 

° Kr p 


Indemnity annuelle A l’fithiopie .. 

Annuity afferente au nouveau capital social 
Annuity afferente aux obligations nouvelle* 

Annuity afferente au passif de la liquidation jud'.ciuirc 


115,000 00 
525,000 00 
1,600,000 00 
465,000 00 


Ensemble .. 


.. 2,705,000 00 


Les lren6fices nets de 1’exploitation 4tnnt, comme il vient u’etre dit, pour 

la premiere onn6e qui suivra l’ouvei ture de la deuxiAmo section, de .. 2,210,995 40 

La garantie de l*£tat Franfais ne jouera par suiti qu’a cone rrence de.. 494,004 40 


Les provisions ci-dessus sont faites, semble-t-il, sans exagOration. En effet, on a 
portO it 23,000 tonnes seulement le rendement des deux sections rOunies de la voie 
ferree, alors que la premiere transporte dOjk 12,000 tonnes. Le chemin de fer desservira 
cependant plus du double du parcours actuel et atteindra les regions fertiles de 
l’Abyssinie, et il ne parait pas trop osO de prOvoir, aprOs cinq ans d exploitation, une 
recette kilometrique de 7,000 fr. environ. 

Le trafic se ddveloppera progressivement au fur et it mesure de la creation de 
centres industriels et de T exploitation des richesses naturelles du pays, et Ton peut 
considdrer que, la construction du deuxidme troncon une fois achevde, si les recettes 
d’exploitation, Ovaludes comme ci-dessous it 4.875,690 fr. par an, restent stagnantes 
pendant environ cinq anndes, qu’elles iront ensuite en progressant progressivement 
d’un dixidme tous les ans, et cela jusqu’it ce qu’elles aient double. 

Ce ne sera, en definitive, Otant donne que la pdriode de construction durera quatre 
ans, quit la tin de 1926 (voir Annexe III) que ce rdsultnt pourra Otre atteint. 

Il rdsulte des calculs Otablis d’aprds ces provisions (voir Annexe IV) — 

1. Que Texploitation sera en deficit jusqu’au 1919 ; 

2. Que la garantie de I’Etat sera par suite mise it contribution, et c«da a concur¬ 
rence d’une somme de 494,004 fr. par annOe, et d’une somme totale de 2,794,731 fr. pour 
la pOriode finissant le l er Janvier, 1919 ; 

3. Qu’it partir du l er Janvier, 1919. la SociOtO entrera dans une pOriode d’exploita- 
tion remunOratrice (les recettes kilomOtriques atteignant 8,167 fr.), et qu’illui faudra alors 
un peu plus de quatre annOes pour rOaliser les bOnOfices nOcessaires au remboursemeut 
it TEtat du montant de ses avances, s’Olevant it 2,794,731 fr.; 

4. Que ce n’est qu’it partir de Texercice 1923 que des bOnOfices pourront Otre 
rOalisOs au profit de la SociOtO nouvelle et de Tancienne. 

Muis il est impossible de rien prOvoir avec certitude au sujet de cette progression 
du trafic, et ce n’est peut-Otre que cinq ou six ans plus tard que ces bOnOfices seront 
acquis. 

Tteportons it 1927 les rOsultats supposOs de Texercice 1923, nous aurons alors la 
situation suivante (Annexe V):— 

Fr. c. 

benefices nets evalues a .. .. . .. .. 1,305,232 00 


^ui se repartiront comme suit:— 

40 pour cent a la Sor iete nouvelle, soit .. .. .. .. 554,097 80 

60 pour cent a I’nnrierne Societe, soit ., .. .. .. 831,139 20 

Les actionnaires du nouveau groupe recevront par rapport it leur capital de 15 
millions eu sus de TintOrOt annuel garanti par l’fitat un dividende supplOmentaive 
de 3.70 fr. pour cent. 

Les anciens actionnaires, qui represented un capital de 18 millions de francs, 
recevront un dividende unique de 1 ’90 fr. pour cent. 

Et les crOanciers de la liquidation judiciaire, auxquels il est dfi de 34 ^ 35 millions, 
auront it recevoir, en sus de l’annuite de 1*33 fr. pour cent garantie par TEtat, un 
dividende de 1*33 fr. pour cent. 

En resume, Tacqu^reur offre it la Compagnie Imp6riale : 

Fr. 

1. Une annuite garantie de 350,000 fr M valent .. .. .. 6,430,040 

2. Dans vingt ans. et pendant ime cinquantaine d’annees, une annuity 

aleatoire de 800,000 fr. environ, dont la valeur actuelle est de .. 5,707,700 


Total .. 

[1557] 


12,137,740 

P 
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Le liquidateur demand© au moins : 

Fr. c. 

1. line annuity garantie de 465.000 !r.. dont la valeur actuelle est de .. 9,060,511 5 

2. La pun de benefices aleatoires estimee a 800,000 fr. a recevoir 

dans vingt ana, et pendant cinquante-cinq ana, qui vaut 
actueUement .. .. .. .. .. .. 5,7o7,700 0 

Total .. .. .. .. .. 14,768,211 5 

Et cela en Echange d’un actif dont la valeur industrielle actuelle est de 27,500,000 fr. 

Ce cliiflre de 485,000 fr. est propose parce qu’il permettrait d’Eviter toute reduction 
du capita 1-". reance, et toute idEe de faillite serait ainsi EcartEe. 

En eflet, le passif global de 34,600,000 fr. pourrait Etre converti en titres nouveaux 
dedeux types diffErents : 

1. Les 83,988 obligations actuelles, premiere et deuxiEme series, en titres de 300 fr. 

2. Les 14,853 obligations actuelles, troisiEme sErie, en titres de 250 fr. 

3. Les crEances ordinaires en titres de fun ou de Taut re type suivant leur montant, 
de fa£on k rEduire au minimum les “ rompus,” c’est-k-dire les reliquats infErieurs k 
250 fr. 

Le passif s’ElEverait dans ces conditions k 34,874,400 fr. et pourrait Etre amorti 
intEgralement par 75 annuity de 465,000 fr. 

II serait intEressant pour les crEanciers de procEder k cet amortissement, non par 
voie de tirage au sort, mais unif'ormEment par fractions annuelles; les titres de 300 fr., 
de beaucoup les plus nombreux, recevant un coupon de 4 fr. chaque annee, ceux de 
250 fr. un coupon de 3 fr. 55 c. fixe et garanti. 

En outre, ces titres recevraient une part proportionnelle et variable des 69 pour 
cent de bEnEfices attribuEs k l’ancienne SociEtE. 

Ces “ bons de liquidation, v qui se placeraient par leur nature spEciale entre les 
obligations k revenu variable et les actions de jouissance, plus semblables k ce dernier 
genre de valeur, sans pouvoir cependant leur Etre assimilEs, auraient le grand avantage 
pour les porteurs d’etre nEgociables en Bourse et d’etre cotEe immEdiatement d’uprEs 
leur coupon fixe et garanti de 4 ou 3*55 fr., c’est-E,-dire entre 90 et 110 fr. 

Quand la pEriode de prospEritE s’ouvrirait pour la Compagnie nouvelle des chemins 
de fer, et qu’un intErEt variable, mais peut-Etre important, viendrait s’ajouter au coupon 
fixe, la valeur de ces titres suivrait exactement les fluctuations des benEfices de 
l’entreprise, pour diminuer lentement et s’Eteindre dans soixante-quinze ans, en merae 
temps que la Concession elle-meme. 

Tous les crEanciers seraient ainsi sur un pied d’EgalitE absolue, etdevant la certitude 
du remboursement integral garanti par 1*15 tat de leur crEance, n’auraient aucune 
plainte k formuler, la durEe du remboursement Etant d’ailleurs compensEe par la part 
des bEnEfices alEatoires importants qui leur est rEservEe. 

Nous sommes conduits k des rEsultats sensiblement Equivalents si nous examinons 
1’interEt immEdiat que prEsente pour la SociEtE future la possession de la ligne actuelle, 
c’est-Adire les Economies qu’eile rEalisera sur le transport des matEriaux de construction 
de la deuxiEme section. 

En supposant l’emploi des rails de 25 kilom. de traverses mEtalliques appropriEes, 
l’enseinble des transports de matEriel proprement dit (rails, traverses, chaux, ciment, 
ponts mEtalliques, b&timents) est EvaluE k 56,800 tonnes. 

Si l’on tient compte Egalement des transports de vivres et des transports de toute 
nature que nEcessitera forcEment la prEsence sur les chantiers d’un nombreux personnel 
Europeen, il n’est pas exagEre de prevoir un tonnage total de 60,000 tonnes. 

Au prix de 20 centimes la tonne kilomEtrique, prix acceptE par 1’Administration 
des Colonies dans ^estimation des frais de construction des 110 derniers kilometres de la 
premiEre section, ce sera une dEpense de 160,000 X 0’20 X 310 fr., soit 3,720,000 fr. 
que la SociEtE nouvelle n’aura pas k acquitter, puisqu’elle sera son propre transporteuiv 

En tenant compte enfiu du droit de pEage que la SociEtE nouvelle devrait avoir k 
payer pour le matEriel roulant nEcessaire tant pour la construction que pour l’exploitation 
de la deuxiEme section, on peut Evaluer E, plus 4 millions de francs les Economies qui 
seraient rEalisEes dans les dEpenses de premier Etablissement. 

L’acquisition d’un “ outil industriel ” qui rend immEdiatement un tel service k son 
acquereur peut vraiment sans exagEration se payer dEs la premiEre annEe par une 
annuitE de 465,000 fr., reprEsentant exactement 1 fr. 89 c. pour cent de la valeur da 
capital. 
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Autre Appreciation. 


Valeur de la ligne actuelle , si elle conserve son autonomie dans l exploitation future. 

II est tellement certain que la rEmunEration offerte au nom de la SociEtE future est 
de beaucoup infErieure k la valeur cEdEe qu’il suffit de mettre en regard la combinaison 
esquissEe par un groupe d'actionuaires,* que nous avons laissEe de cEtE au dEbut de 
cette note, uniquement parce quelle n’entre pas dans les vues du Gouvernement, pour 
montrer combien I’actif actuel de la Compagnie peut Etre plus avantageusement employe 
au profit des actionnaires et des crEanciers. 

Dans cette combinaison, non seulement la Compagnie IrapEriale ne demande aucune 
garantie k l’fitat, mais elle verse, au contraire, au Protectorat les redevances imposEes 
par la Convention de 1902, tout au moins sur la partie Franyaise de la ligne ; elle se 
contente de sa vieille dime inscrite dans l’Acte de Concession de 1894 et rEduite k 
4 pour cent k la suite des nEgociations de M. Klobukowski. La Compagnie consentirait 
mEme k partager les produits de cette dime avec la SociEtE future proport ionnellement 
aux tonnages et aux longueurs respectives des deux lignes; par contre 1’indemnitE 
servie k MEnElek devrait etre supportEe proportionnellement aussi par les deux sections. 

Une SociEtE future se constituera en bEneficiant de la garantie d’intErEt de l’htat 
Frangais, pour la construction et Texploitation de la deuxiEme section. La Compagnie 
ImpEriale est prete k lui cEder— 

Fr. 

1. Les etudes et truvnux amorces pour cette section a 50 pour cent, soit 

etniioo .. .. .. •• •* 500,000 

2. La concession qu’eile tient de ses apporteurs, A 50 pour cent egalement, 

soit .. . 1,000,000 

Total . ... . 1,500,000 


II suflirait d’ajouter k ces 1,500,000 fr. un prEt k 5 pour cent de 2 millions de francs 
que pourrait lui consentir la SociEtE future sur les 55,000,000 fr. qu’eile doit se procurer | 
pour que la Compagnie ImpEriale se mit aussitot en mesure de rEparer en ligne et 
d’acheter le complEment du matEriel roulant nEcessaire pour effectuer le transport des 
matEriaux de construction de la deuxiEme section. 

Fr. 

Le trafic actuel represente 1,200,000 fr. de rccettes, qui sont absorbees 

par les depenses, le coefficient d’exploitation eiant de 100 fr... .. 1,200,000 

Le transport, pour le compte de la Societe future, augmenterait par an les 

recettes de.. .. .. .. • * •• •» ^ ,000,000 


Total.. 

Ce total correspond a une recclte kilometrique de 7,000 fr., qui, avec un 
coefficient d’exploitation de 73 pour cent, donne un ber61ice net de 
11 faut ajouter la dime <le 4 pour cent, qui sur les marchandisos actuellc- 
inent transporters, atteindrait .. .. •• •• •• 

(No s ne supposons pa* cette dt ne prelcveo sur les transports de la 
Soci6te future.) 

Total des bei.etiees nets .. 

AriEluire:— * r - 

1. Interet du pret d<* 2,000,000 fr. .. .. •• 100,000 

2. Redcvance (10 pour cent de 5,000 il 8,000 fr.) a payer au 

Protectorat .. • - • • • • ■ • 65,000 

3. Prorata de l’annuit6 de Menelek .. .. .. 45,940 


Reste net 


2,200,000 

594,000 

560,000 

1,151,000 


210,940 

913,060 


Ce chitfre de 943,060 fr. est celui des quatre annees de construction de la deuxiEme 
section. DEs que celle-ci sera ouverte k l’exploitation, les prEvisions Etablies ci-dessus 
portant le trafic de la premiEre section k 23,000 tonnes et les recettes de ce trafic 


* Ce groupe ne fait partie ni du Trust ni du Conseil d’Administration, ni de la Direction de la Compagnie. 
t Dans les 55,000,000 fr. future figurent eudemment 3,000,000 ou 4,000,000 fr. destines a remettre la 
ligne actuelle en 6tat; les fonds seraient done effects a !a memo destination. 










56 


^ 2,200,000 fr. Ogalement. Mais la dime de 4 pour cent, appliquOe alors h toutes les 
marchandises, estimOes k 23,582,900 fr., donnerait 943,316 fr. 

Fr. 

Defalcation faite df* la part reservee sur cette dime a la Societe future, il 

rosternit pour la Compngcie Imperinle .. ,, .. 524,613 

Les benefices d’exploitation restent alors de .. .. ,. .. 594,000 

Les benefices nets s*el6vernient a .. .. .. 1,118,613 

A deduirc— Fr. 

L’iivcret et l’amortissement du pret de 2,000,000 fr. .. 100,000 

Redevanoe du Protectorat .. .. .. .. 65,000 

Prorata de Pannuite Menelek .. .. .. .. 45,9-iO 

--- 210,940 

II resternit net., .. .. 907,673* 

et cela dOs 1’annOe qui suivra le concordat. II est inutile de souligner que ces 
provisions faites pour un laps de temps trOs prochain sont beaucoup plus stores que les 
provisions reportOes sur les annOes 1925 et suivantes. 

Ainsi, en conservant simplernent pour eux le patrimoine qui est leur gage, les 
erOanciers ont sous la main une annuitO de 900,000 fr. Or, il suffit d’une annuitO de 
. 817,564 fr. pour assurer, non settlement le remboursement intOgral du passif pendant la 
durOe de la concession actuelle de la Compagnie ImjDOriale, mais encore le service d’un 
intOrOt fixe de 2 pour cent sur le principal. 

Les erOanciers ne sauraient done considOrer comme un contrat Oquitable la cession 
de ce patrimoine moyennant soixante-quinze annuitOs de 330,000 fr., qui n’auraient 
ramortissement que du tiers du passif et un intOrOt de 2 pour cent sur ce tiers. 

Et la solution proposOe par les actionnaires devait etre prise en considOration ; 
il serait facile d’ajouter quelle ne comporte pas du tout dans son application le maintien 
de la Compagnie ImpOriale, en tant qu’admiuistration et direction, mOme de la ligne 
actuelle. La direction du chemin de fer tout entier passerait k la SociOtO nouvelle ; il 
suffirait pour respecter les droits de chacun de maintenir dans la comptabilitO 
laiitonomie de la premiOre section, qui serait gOrOe par la SociOtO future, sauf rOmunOra- 
tion et controle, pour le compte des ayants droit actuels (commissaires k 1’exOcution du 
concordat, commissaires aux comptes). 

. ^’ette unitO de direction et d’administration ferait disparaltre toutes les 
objections d’ordre moral qui ont OtO faites contre certains OlOments de la SociOtO 
ImpOriale actuelle. et certaines tendances qui lui ont OtO reprochees dans le passe. 

Conclusions. 

1. Les chiffres de la proposition faite au nom de la Societe future sont inacceptables 
parce qu lls sont trop en-dessous de la valeur rdelle de l’actif k ceder. Cette proposition’ 

actuels 1 * ^ 6 6St F&e “ t4e ’ n ’ a aucune chance d ’® tre a PProuvee par les ayants droit 

2. En conservant le pnneipe de la solution proposee, on ne peut esp6rer un accord 
quen dlevant lamiuite garantie par l’Etat it 465,000 fr., applique au remboursement 
integral du passif, les intdrets fixes etant remplac&s, comme l’amortissement des 
droit* 18 ’ ^ ar UDe re P artltl0H de 60 P our cent des benefices futurs it faire entre les ayants 

3. Le respect des droits de propridtaires actuels, e’est-it-dire le rnaintien de 
1 autonoime de la premifere section, avec ses charges et ses avantages, sans aucun 
nouveau sacrifice pour 1 Etat, reserve aux erOanciers, et peut-etre aux actionnaires, 

liquid-iteur 8 * aA Oi a ’ e ^ ue a so ^ utlon intermediaire indiquOe comme moyen tenue par le 

* 


^ P< ? UrSU1Vant . l exnmen ‘ ,cs previsions pour les excrciees uherieurs, et en nrenant pour base de 
Cv.mj .imison la progression des receites etabhes suivant les Annexes III nt IV, et defalcation faite de a 

^ 1^2 ,a I,nrt de “ * -- * l*l£tliio pi e, on arrive nux 

Annee 1912 .. .. n Fr * 

” lq .;r •• •• *• •• •• .. .. 1,097,792 

” U^7 et suivantes. 1,520.900 
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Inclosure 6 in No. 69. 

M. Vacher to President of Seine Tribunal of Commerce. 

DANS un prOcOdent Rapport supplOmentaire j’ai eu l’honneur de vous faire 
connaitre le premier projet present** au nom de la SociOtO future, appelOe k racheter 
l’actif de la liquidation judiciaire de la Compagnie ImpOriale des Chemms de 
Ethiopiens, et k lui succOder dans son enterprise et sa concession. Les conditions 
essentielles de ce projet comportaient comme prix de raebat soixante-quinze annuitOs 
de 330,000 fr. et le partage des bOnOfices nets, aprOs prOlOvement de toutes les charges 
de la Social0 future, sur le pied de 60 pour cent pour la liquidation et de 40 pour cent 
pour cette derniOre SociOtO. J’ai analyse dans ce Rapport les conditions de cette 
proposition, qui me paraissent inacceptables pour les ayants droit que je represente et 
su^gOrO deux autres combinaisons plus favorables aux interets des erOanciers et des 
actionnaires. En dernier lieu, j’ai fait remarquer que l’actif rOel, reconnu exact, de la 
liquidation, Otant d’au moins 25 millions, existant actuellement en etat de productivity 
immediate,’ il serait Equitable, si Ton attribue aux capitaux nouveaux une rOmimOration 
crarantie par l’fitat de 4‘375 pour cent pour les obligations et de 3*71 pour cent pour 
les actions, de donner aux 25 millions actuellement engages, mais aussi indispensables 
& l’oeuvre commune, une rOmunOration de 235 pour cent prOlevOe sur l,es seuls bOnOfices 
futurs du tron^n construit par les propriOtaires actuels, ce qui correspondait k une 

annuitO de 587,500 fr. . 

Ces critiques et ces dOmonstrations n’ont pas OtO complOtement mutiles, puisqua 
la date du 18 courant il m’a OtO transmis un projet modifiO et approuvO par le 
MinistOre des Finances, dont je crois devoir mettre le texte intOgral sous vos veux. 


Je n’ai pas OtO appelO k prendre part aux dOlibOratious oil ont OtO rOdigOes 
certaines clauses de ce texte, qui ne tiennent pas suffisamment compte des rapports 
juridiques entre actionnaires et erOanciers d une liquidation judiciaire. Je suis convaincu 
d’ailleurs qu’il suffira de signaler ces quelques points de dOtail pour qu’ils soient 
modifiOs. 

Ainsi, ce projet propose aux erOanciers (35 millions), aprOs rOduction apparente de 
50 pour cent, une annuitO de 402,580 fr. 40 c., soit 115 pour cent, et aux actionnaires 
(17,500,000 fr.), dObiteurs de 100 pour cent, un intOrOt de 1 pour cent k pen prOs 
Equivalent, avant tout partage de bOnOfices. C’est Ovidemment mOconnaitre les 
rapports de erOanciers & dObiteurs. 

Bien plus, lors du partage des bOnOfices, le projet propose 60 pour cent aux action¬ 
naires et 40 pour cent aux erOanciers. fitant donne la diffOrence des capitaux— 
35 millions et 17 millions et demi—cette proposition Oquivaut k donner 1 fr. 14 c. pour 
cent aux creanciers et 3 fr. 42 c. pour cent aux dObiteurs. Le maintien de regalitO stricte 
entre ces deux groupes conduirait h. attribuer 67 pour cent aux erOanciers et 35 pour 
cent aux actionnaires. Mais le traitement des uns et des autres ne saurait Otre Ogal; 
tant que le passif ne sera pas rembonrsO—et il ne le sera jamais au terme de ce 
p ro j e t—les actionnaires doivent se contenter d’une fraction minime de la part rOservOe 

k leur SociOtO. ... . 

En ce qui concerne la rOduction du passif, il avait OtO question d attribuer a la 
liquidation judiciaire, soit une annuitO sufhsante pour amortir le passif a raison de 
66 pour cent en servant un intOret de 1*50 pour cent k ce passif rOduit—soit une 
annuitO sutfisante pour amortir le passif k 50 pour cent en lui servant un intOrOt 
de 2 pour cent. Les deux sommes diOerent peu, et le choix entre ces deux combinaisons 
devrait Otre laissO, semble-t-il, aux erOanciers principaux intOressOs. 

La rOduction imposOe aux erOanciers dOpassera beaucoup 50 pour cent—qui 
Oquivalent k une annuitO reprOsentant 17 millions et demi, soit 864,000 fr. En effet, 
si les obligations ont OtO admises & peu prOs au taux d’Omission il ne faut pas oublier 
que chaque titre avait droit k un intOrOt de 15 fr. L’annuitO correspondant & 
l’amortissement normal et contractuel des obligations Otait de 1,700,000 fr. environ. 
L’annuitO exacte, dOduction faite de la fraction afferente a la prime d’^imortissement 
non admise, nOcessaire pour amortir intOgralement tout le passif, obligations et 
crOances, serait de 1,768,038 fr. L’annuitO obtenue n’Otant que de 402,580 fr., il est 
Ovident que le passif est rOduit £l 8 millions, sans qu’au point de vue mathOmatique, 
il importe d’examiner dans quelle proportion cette somme sera rOpartie au capital et 
aux mtOrOts. 

Il n’y a done pas lieu de s’applaudir outre mesure du rOsultat obtenu quant k 
[1557] Q 
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present, bien que mes efforts aient porte* la part des crdanciera de soixante-quinze 
annuity de 330,000 fr. 2k quatre-vingt-quatorze annuitds de 402,500 fr.; mais la 
reduction inequitable imposee par ce projet aux creaneiers ne doit sexphquer, 
prait-il, que par l'impossibilitd de grever le Budget de 1 Etat d une garantie trop 

° Ur< si cette raison btait la seule, il serait trop facile de montrer que cette garantie 
pourrait Otre alldgde d’un million environ, sans que le but final poursuivi cesse d|tre 
atoeint, k savoir, l’acli&vement de la ligne de Djibouti a Adis Abeba et son exploitation 
normale par une Compagnie Fran 9 aise. 

Les Rapports de M. Barrois, Jnspecteur-Gen^ral des Ponts et ChaussSes, qui vient 
d’effectuer une mission dans ee but, indiquent comme prix approximatif des 470 kilom. 
k achever, 35 millions. Cette appreciation confirme les propres etudes de la Compagnie 
actuelle qui fixent 38 millions environ. II faut y ajouter 2 a 3 millions pour la 
refection de la ligne construite et Ton arrive ainsi au total de 40 k 42 millions, de toutes 

facons indispensables. . . 

Le projet approuve par le Minist&re prevoit remission de 40 millions d obligations 

k 4 pour cent d’int6r6t et amovtissement garantis par l’Etat, soit une garantie de 

1,734,680 fr. . 

II serait facile, en conservant l’existence de la Societe actuelle, de rdduire son capital 
de moitie et d’&nettre un million d’actions nouvelles de priorite, k souscrire par le groupe 
d’administrateurs choisis et agrees par le Gouvernement dont la garantie serait ainsi 
limitee k 1,850,000 fr. environ et ne serait jamais mise en jeu, si la nouvelle redevance 
promise par M^ndlek est effectivement per 9 ue. 

11 est evident que, dans ces conditions, les cr^anciers n’h^siteraient pas k voter k la 
Compagnie nouvelle un concordat, sans aucune garantie de 1’lStat, leurs dividendes etant 
suffisamment assures par les benefices—exploitation et redevance comprises—que, dans 
un delai de quatre ans, la Societe ne peut pas ne pas faire, avec des charges aussi 
reduites. 

Faut-il ajouter que les fautes reprochees k la Compagnie actuelle sont des fautes 
des administrateurs qu’elles incoinbent k telles ou telles personnalit.es et ne 
sauraient &tre imputees k un £tre moral, anonyme et fictif, qui est une creation de 
la loi ? 

Faut-il ajouter encore que si, parmi les actionnaires actuels certains groupes ont 
pris depuis longtemps une position qui est prejudiciable aux intents generaux, et ont 
pousse k des actes regrettables, dont on peut apprehender la repetition, rien n’est plus 
facile que d’enlever aux anciennes actions—en les transformant en titres de simple 
jouissance—toute preponderance dans la gestion de la Societe a l’avenir. II n’est pas 
necessaire, pour cela, d’exproprier les actionnaires, d’imposer une vente k des conditions 
extr£mement onereuses et pour le vendeur et pour l’Etat, mais singuli&rement 
avantageuses pour l’acquereur. 

Je touche ici le point le plus deiicat de l’analyse que j’ai le devoir de vous faire : il 
s’agit de l’economie au projet concernant le nouveau capital actions; c’est evidemment 
le point le plus faible—d’autres diront peut-£tre le vice capital de cette combinaison. 
En effet, ce capital actions, de 15 millions, dont l'int^rdt k 3 fr. 50 c. et l’amortissement 
sont garantis par 1’fCtat, ne constitue plus des actions au sens juridique du mot, 
puisqu’il ne court aucun risque. Et Ton peut m6me se dernander avec quelle sorte de 
Societe, tout k fait anormale, dans le droit Frai^ais, 1’Etat pousse la liquidation 
judiciaire k traiter de la cession de son actif. 

Mais ce capital actions qui est dejk assure de sa remuneration et de son 
remboursement va devenir proprietaire immediat de tout l’actif de la Compagnie 
Impdriale des Chemins de Fer Ethiopiens, soit de plus de 25 millions. Comme la charge 
grevant cet actif est reduite k quatre-vingt-quatorze annuit^s de 402,580 fr., dont la 
valeur actuelle est de 7,969,550 fr., il est evident qu’en souscrivant son titre, chaque 
actionnaire nouveau va devenir co-proprietaire d’une valeur superieure au montant 
nominal de son action. II a de plus l’inter^t et l’amortissement garantis par l’Etat. 
Il est garanti deux fois: beaucoup d’actionnaires ordinaires s’estimeraient heureux de 
ne l’etre qu’une. 

Or, l’Etat n’hesite pas, parait-il, a inscrire k son budget, pour cette garantie 
supplementaire d’actionnaires, dejk pourvus d’un actif equivalent & leur capital, une 
annuite de 546,560 fr., superieure de plus d’un troisi&me k celle qui est allouee k la 
Societe qui a depense utilement plus de 50 millions pour creer l’oeuvre dont les 
“ sauveurs ” recueilleront les fruits. 


1 
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contrat 


Il est certain que si les regies ordinaires du droit devaient etre appliquees au 
•at k intervenir, le nouveau capital actions, suffisamment equilibre par l’actif libre 
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• 1 Pst transmis ne devrait obtenir aucune garantie d’Etat et que, par centre les 
^‘"‘ n f nrevus \ son profit dans le projet analyse, devraient etre appliques a a 

S 4nd. P SS pii'if. «>»* de ”• 15 im> '* 

cession lui est imposee. 

[On a ete appele au Ministere a ce moment .] 

Je n’avais pas fini mon Rapport quand j’ai apneld au Ministbre des Finances ofi 
i’ai requ par le Directeur du Mouvement des Fonds, et, aprbs quelques minute , p 

M ' le cf SSr d “ SSX »i». le dfa* de <]«»„„, 1- 

« hSSi en q rbgle,c’estidire accepter les condemns 

° ffert |i S je a n’accepte paTlesoffres du Gouvernement, la dbch banco sera prononebesume 
de la confiscation et mise en rbgie de la Compagnie, et les intbrets des crbanciers, do 
?ai la ga?de se°trouveront soumis au bon vouloir des Pouvoirs Public. qu. pourra.ent 
bien ne pas se montrer aussi genbreux que dans le projet expose dans ce Rapport. 

C’est pourquoi j’ai l’honneur de vous presenter la requite ci-jointe. 

Le 20 Janvier , 1908. 


. m chaouis, President du Tribunal de Commerce de la Seine, Juge-Commissaire de la 
Liquidation Judiciaire de la Compagnie Imperials des Chemins de Fer Ethiopiens. 

Je, Soussignb, M. Vacher, demeurant it Paris, 9, Rue Dupuytren agissant comme 
Liquidateur Judiciaire dbfinitif de la Compagnie Impbnale des Chemins de Fer 
Ethiopiens, a l’honneur de vous prier de vouloir bien 1 autoriser a signer 1 engagement 

dont la teneur suit:— 

“ Le Liquidateur Judiciaire de la Compagnie Impbriale des Chemins de Fer 
Ethiopiens s’engage 2k cbder et 2k transporter 5 la Socibte nouvelle qui va btre formbe avec 
l’appufdu Gouvernement Franjais pour exploiter et achever la ligne de Djibouti > 
Ailis-Abeba, Compagnie qui devra justifier de l’agrement du Gouvernement Fraucais 
tant pour l’approbation de ces statuts que pour la dite cession : 

“ Tout l’actif de la liquidation judiciaire (ligne, materiel, concession, etudes, Ac., k 

l’exception des deniers en caisse et des creances) moyennant: 

w (1.) 

“ (a.) Le paiement comptant d’une somme en espkees suffisante pour faire face 
“(1) Aux frais de la liquidation judiciaire ; 

«(2) Au paiement du passif privilege, en vertu d’un privilege general, tel que les 

contributions et droits dus par la liquidation judiciaire ; . 

( 3 ) Au paiement des dettes de la liquidation judiciaire (loyers, assurance, 
personnel, commandes de fournitures faites par le Liquidateur Judiciaire et non encore 

^ “ Quatre-vingt-quatorze aimuites garanties par le Protectorat et subsidiairement 
par l’Etat de 402,580 fr. 40 c. 

“ (6) Une part sur les benefices nets futurs de la ligne calcules ainsi qu’il suit : 

“ Sur les recettes nettes d’exploitation il sera pr£lev<$ d’abord : 

“(1.) L’int^rSt k 4 pour cent et l’amortissement du capital obligations de la 

Compagnie nouvelle, soit 1,734,680 fr. i i ^ 

“ (2.) L’int^ret k 3J pour cent et l’amortissement du capital actions de Ja Compagnie 

nouvelle, soit 546,560 fr. . , x ... i 

“ (3 ) Somme suffisante pour rembourser les avarices faites par 1 Etat a title <ie 

garantie,’avec les intents H 375 pour cent—les intffi'ets se capitaliseront annuellement 
et les remboursements seront imputables d abord sur les interets. . . 

“(4.) Les sommes dues par la Compagnie au Gouvernement Ethiopien ou a 
l’Empereur M^lek k un titre quelconque, soit une annuite de 115.000 fr., et Id pour 
cent sur les recettes nettes de l’exploitation, d<$passent 6,000 fr. par kilometre. 
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“ Le surplus des bdn^fices, avant toute autre affectation quelconque, sera rdparti 
entre les deux Soci^tes dans la proportion de 40 pour cent pour la Societe nouvelle et 
60 pour cent pour la Soci^td ancienne. 

“ ( 2 .) 

“ Les actionnaires de l'ancienne Socidtd auront par pr^fdrence le droit de souscrire 
un cinqui^me du capital nouveau actions et obligations, aux conditions du Syndicat 
d’Emission. 

“ (3.) 

“ II sera ^tabli, dans des conditions & determiner, un Contrdle permanent pour 
veiller aux inter&ts de lancienne Compagnie et pour r^partir, conformdment aux con¬ 
ditions du concordat, entre ses actionnaires et ses creanciers les benefices vises au (5), 
paragraphe 4, de. la presente note. 

“ (L) 

“ Lannuite de 402,580 fr. 40 c. dont il a et 6 parie ci-dessus sera employee h servir 
aux creanciers de l’ancienne Compagnie un intent de 2 pour cent sur leurs creances 
reduites & 50 pour cent, et & rembourser le capital de ces creances sur le pied de 
50 pour cent en quatre-vingt-quatorze ans par voie de tirages au sort. 

" (II.) 

“ La part des benefices (60 pour cent) afferente & la Societe ancienne sera repartie 
entre les actionnaires et les creanciers, conformement aux lois qui regissent l’etat de 
liquidation judiciaire.” 

Ordonnance. 

Nous, Juge-Coinmissaire de la Liquidation Judiciaire de la Compagnie Imperials 
des Chemins de Fer Ethiopiens, 

Yu la requite qui precede, 

Vu les Rapports du Liquidateur Judiciaire et apr5s avoir entendu ce dernier en ses 
explications verbales : 

Autorisons le Liquidateur Judiciaire de la Compagnie Imperiale des Chemins 
de Fer Ethiopiens h signer l’engagement dont la teneur est rapportie en la dite 
requite. 

Donne au Tribunal de Commerce de la Seine, le 


Inclosure 7 in No. 69. 

M. Mole to M. Farran. 

Monsieur, Paris , le 29 Janvier , 1908. 

JE m empresse de vous adresser le renseignement que vous me demandez sur la 
situation actuelle de la Compagnie Imperiale des Chemins de Fer Ethiopiens. 

Je suis autorise par M. le Juge-Commissaire, afin d’dviter les consequences 
desastieuses d une decheance dont se trouve menacee cette Societe, a ceder & l’amiable 
son actif a une Societe nouvelle sous reserve que les conditions de cette session seront 
sanctionnees par une loi. 

La cession serait faite moyennant le paiement de quatre-vingt-quatorze annuites 
garanties par l’Etat, que je suis parvenu h faire fixer h, 402,580 fr. chacune au lieu du 
chiffre de 330,000 fr., qui etait propose primitivement. 

# ]^ a liquidation judiciaire (creanciers et actionnaires) recevrait, en outre, une parti¬ 

cipation de GO pour cent dans les benefices de la ligne future, apr5s prel^vement des 
charges financi£res de la Societe. 

Veuillez, &c. 

(Pour le Liquidateur Judiciaire), 

(Signe) E. MOLE. 
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[5247] No - 70 * 

Mr. Holder to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 15.) 

Adis Abeba , January 25, 1908. 

I HAVE the honour to report that I took advantage of an audience this morning 
with the Emperor Menelek to make personally strong representations, about the recent 
incident between Abyssinian and Italian troops in the neighbourhood of Lugh. I said 
that His Majesty’s Government had learnt of it with the greatest surprise and concern, 
and they considered if such things were done with impunity in one place there was no 
reason why the example would not be followed on their frontiers also, but that they 
had been well satisfied on learning from the Italian Government the very proper and 
conciliatory attitude His Majesty was taking over the matter. It was in this sense that 
my Italian colleague had requested me to speak. 

The Emperor answered that it had given him the greatest trouble and annoyance, 
and that he intended to investigate it thoroughly. According to the latest information 
he had received, Fitaurari Asafa and his troops had moved into the territory of the 
Rawein, which was maintained to be Abyssinian territory, for the purpose of collecting 
tribute—cattle and so forth—of which they were in absolute need, as they were without 
provisions and starving. At the moment of their encounter with the Italian troops they 
were encamped inside a zariba, and it is alleged that the Italians commenced the 
attack, firing on the zariba, without having anv preliminary parley by which a resort 
to arms might have been easily averted. 

The Italian Government are beginning negotiations for the settlement of their 
Benadir frontier, and I expect the Fitaurari Asafa and his force were sent to that 
district with a view to collect tribute and thus establish a claim over the district, which 
is one in dispute. 

If this could have been done without bloodshed it would have seriously prejudiced 
the Italian claims ; and consequently, whichever side commenced the fight, I think the 
Abyssinian Government has good cause to deplore the actual facts. 

Count Colb has so far been thoroughly satisfied with the conduct of the Abyssinian 
authorities and the protestations of the Emperor Menelek. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. B. HOHLER. 


[5320] No. 71. 

Treasury to Foreign Office.—(Received February 15.) 

Sir, Treasury Chambers , February 14, 1908. 

THE Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury have had before them 
Mr. Mallet’s letter of the 21st November, 1907, on the subject of the supply of 
inter preters to His Majesty’s Legation in Abyssinia. 

In reply, I am to state for the information of Secretary Sir Edward Grey that my 
Lords offer no objection to the proposal that one or two interpreters should be taken 
into training at Adis Abeba, if Hi^ Majesty’s Minister can provide for their education 
there; but they could not consent to any scheme which involved sending the men in 
question away to complete their education elsewhere. 

Before any definite arrangement is made it would be desirable to ascertain what 
the Legations of the other Powers do to meet the difficulty of finding qualified 
interpreters. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) G. H. MURRAY. 


[3183] No. 72. 

Sir Edward Grey to Count Bosdari. 

Sir, Foreign Office , February 15, 1908. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith, in accordance with the request 
made to me by his Excellency the Marquis di San Giuliano, a copy of the Agreement 
recently concluded between the Emperor Menelek and His Majesty’s Charge d’Affaires 
[1557] ‘ R 
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at Adis Abeba respecting the southern frontier of Abyssinia.* Copies of the maps 
accompanying the Agreement will be forwarded as soon as they have been reproduced. 

I have the honour to request that these documents may be considered as con¬ 
fidential until they have been laid before Parliament in the usual course. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[5556] No. 73. 

Sir F. Elliot to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 17.) 

(No. 2. Africa.) 

Sir, Athens , February 12, 1908. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 1, Africa, of the 31st ultimo, I have the 
honour to inclose herewith a translation of a Royal Decree, published in a number of 
the “ Official Gazette,” dated the 8th instant but issued to-day, sanctioning the Statutes 
of the Hellenic Community of Adis Abeba. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) F. ELLIOT. 



Inclosure in No. 73. 


Royal Decree , dated the 22nd January (4 th February), 1908. 


(Translation.) 

UPON the proposition of Our Minister of the Interior We confirm the Statutes, 
consisting of forty-seven Articles, of the Hellenic Community at Adis Abeba, in 
Abyssinia, and )\ e order that within the first three months of each year the accounts 
of tue Corporation be submitted to the Ministry of the Interior, reserving to Ourselves 
to recall Our confirmation if any Article of the Statutes be not observed, or if an 
account be not rendered within the term stipulated. 

I he same Minister shall publish and execute the present Decree. 


(Signed) 

(Countersigned) 

Athens, January 22 (February 4), 1908. 


GEORGE. 

N. P. KALOGEROPOULOS, 

Minister of the Interior. 


[5760] 


No. 74. 


I 




(No 12) ^* r ^ arr i n yt° n *° Edward Grey.—(Received February 17.) 

(Megraphic.) P. Adis Ababa, February 14, 1908. 

a . re extremely anxious that their Minister should be doyen here. 

tWit • t Vie V?, Uw d °y®? r uld be preferable. I am therefore of opinion 

iHli'm TW mt . erest th ?t before M. Brice, the new French Minister, arrives, the 

Italian Kepresentative should be given the rank of Minister 

made to thritaTa^GoleLSnt.^ ^ aright be 
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[5696] 


No. 75. 


Sir B. Bgerton to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 18.) 


(No. 8. Africa.) 

Sir ' 

''' YESfEEDAT, Signo, Tittem .poke to the CUtoub., toft”' ££?£ tti iSL 
of Italian Somaliland. Hi. .pencil, ot which I teammit a summary b/jlr aE 

* Southern Frontier of Abyssinia Treaty, December 6, 1907. 
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Douglas, is a clear and precise “ expos^ " of the situation in Benadir of the frontier 
question at issue and of the Government’s policy and proposals in regard to their 
African Colonies. 

In view of the recent frontier incident, the Minister’s statement has been 
awaited with great interest. His Excellency’s firm language and full explanations 
appear to have satisfied the interpellating Deputies, and made a favourable impression 
on the large majority of the Chamber. 

The Extreme Left, however, presented a motion for the adjournment of the 
debate, urging that the state of affairs in Benadir is not sufficiently clear, and that 
this country is not convinced of the utility of Italian colonization or expansion in 
Africa, and deprecating, in view of Italy’s limited financial resources, any further 
increase of the military forces of the Colonies. A Socialist Deputy urged the 
liquidation of Benadir or its cession to the Crown. The motion was rejected by 
237 votes to 44. 

Two Bills are now before the Chamber. The first, for the administration of 
Benadir, was approved by the Senate last year. The second proposes two separate 
Budgets for Erythrsea and Benadir. (Up to the present the Budget lor these Colonies 
has figured in that of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs) The State’s contribution to 
the civil and military expenditure of the Colonies is increased from 7,230,800 to 
7,830,800 lire, with a further increase of 550,000 lire from the year 1909; 350,000 lire 
are to be devoted to the increase of native troops in Benadir, and 250,000 lire to 
public works. The Benadir forces are to he augmented to 3,500 men, with 46 Italian 
officers ; and it is further proposed to occupy certain points on the River Uebi Scebeli, 
to establish posts along the coast, to organize a service of communications with 
the interior, and to maintain a more effective watch upon the contraband trade 
in arms. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGEIITON. 


Inclosure in No. 75. 

Summary of Signor Tittoni s Speech in the Chamber on February 13, 1908. 

THE Minister for Foreign Affairs began by referring to the Lugh incident, 
which had raised again the whole problem of the Colony of Benadir. Much that 
had been said and written lately had only excited anxiety, without in any way 
clearing the atmosphere. Whilst some competent persons had made useful observa¬ 
tions, a quantity of sensational criticisms had been passed by irresponsible persons, 
who find in an African incident a favourable opportunity for raising imaginary 
ministerial crises. It was necessary to expose clearly and precisely the state of 
affairs, and he would deal exclusively witli Benadir, speaking of Erythrsea when the 
Bill now before Parliament came up for discussion. 

All the information received from the Acting Governor of Benadir and the 
Minister at Adis Abeba he (M. Tittoni) had communicated to the public. He 
vigorously denied the truth of any of the petty accusations made of falsification or 
delaying of news received; his responsibility in colonial affairs being what it was, such 
attacks were absurd; be had several times been called upon to render an account of 
his work, and had always spoken frankly, without any subterfuge or fiction, and he 
challenged his adversaries to propose a vote and invite the Chamber to express its 
opinion. 

Signor Tittoni then announced the further news received since those already 
published: Fitaurari Asfan, the leader of the Abyssinians at Bardald, denied that he 
had made any attack on the caravans, declaring that he had only raided the 
Rahanonins, and that he himself had been unexpectedly attacked by Italians and 
Somalis, without any warning from the Italian Commander. Another version, however, 
was that whilst Captain Molinari was conferring with the Fitaurari, the askaris had 
come to blows with the Abyssinians, who could not then be restrained. Menelek had 
declared that the Fitaurari would, nevertheless, be severely punished for having made 
raids into the Lugh territory, but as to the Bardalfe conflict, the facts should be 
properly established. Signor Tittoni, whilst defending the action of the Italian troops, 
said he had ordered the Governor of Benadir to make a minute inquiry to establish the 
truth of the attack. Two reports had been received from Captain Bongiovanni, from 
which it appeared that the latter went to Lugh with some troops in order to see to the 
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restitution by the Somali tribes of goods robbed from Benadir caravans; and in the 
second report, dated the lOtii December, from Lugh he said it was rumoured that the 
Abyssinians were about to make a raid on Revai and Buvacaba. He added that, 
whilst taking all precautions in case of grave troubles (which he feared), he intended 
to exercise the greatest prudence and avoid any encounter, if possible. His instruc¬ 
tions, as well as those of Captain Molinari, were to preserve friendly relations with the 
Abyssinians. As to how the conflict arose, nothing more could be said until 
explanations were forthcoming. 

The Minister then gave a detailed account of the Lugh question since the 
establishment of that post in 1805. It was only after the disastrous war of 1896 that 
Menelek laid any claim to that district. By the arrangement agreed upon between 
the Emperor and Major Nerazzini in 1897, Lugh was to remain an Italian commercial 
post guaranteed against raids; but at the same time the proposed frontier line 
left Lugh outside Italian territory. It was agreed that the status quo should be 
left unchanged, and though the frontier remained actually undefined, both Governments 
accepted the proposed line. An attempt was made to obtain from Menelek a recog¬ 
nition of Italy’s position at Lugh by a proper Convention, and Major Ciceodicola was 
instructed in 1897 and 1898 to insist on Lugh coming within Italian territory. But 
the Emperor did not wish to speak auy more of the frontier. Subsequently, in 
1906, further suggestions were made that the district might be made a neutral zone, 
but Menelek insisted that the frontier w r as at Bardera. In 1906 and 1907 the 
Emperor assured both Signor Martini and Captain Colli that the status quo would 
be maintained and the Italians could remain quietly at Lugh. 

Shortly before the recent incident Menelek had begun to insist on the settlement 
of the frontier question, and Captain Colli had been instructed by the Italian 
Government to open negotiations at Adis Abeba on the basis of a line leaving Dolo 
and following the 4th parallel to the Uebi Scebeli, the line of 1S97, to the coast, and 
joining the Anglo-Italian frontier line of the 5tli May, 1894, and constituting a neutral 
zone above Lugh safeguarded from raids. Menelek, said Signor Tittoni, had agreed to 
negotiate on this basis, which would assure to Italy the Dolo route to Lugh and Lugh 
itself, with all its territory; but he desired a pecuniary compensation, recalling the 
precedent of 1900 for the Erythraean frontier. Italy had agreed to discuss such an 
indemnity, but making reserves as to the precedent of 1900 (when the financial 
questions were settled with Ethiopia) and upholding her claim to Lugh. This was 
how matters now stood. Abyssinian raids had taken place contrary to the wishes of 
Menelek, as also in English and French territory, and Italy had, like England and 
France, always protested. There had al ways been a garrison at Lugh and Menelek had 
never objected. 

The Minister then replied to accusations of delay in establishing radio-telegraphic 
stations in Benadir. The Ministry of Marine had undertaken this charge after the 
law passed in July, 1907. The material was already on its way, and the installation, 
it was hoped, would be made by next April. The submarine cable between Mogadisco 
and Lamu would cost 7 millions. 

lie then traced the history of the negotiations, as yet unsuccessful, for the 
formation of a new Benadir Commercial Company, and the attempts made to come to 
terms. Meanwhile, the work of the Carpanetti Company and the Italian Colonial 
Society showed that cotton can be cultivated in Benadir without a financial guarantee 
on the part of the State. He explained the instructions given to the Governor of 
Benadir, which are to strengthen tlie position on the coast, to proceed gradually by 
pacific penetration to occupy certain points on the Uebi Scebeli, to establish com¬ 
mercial agents at Dolo and in Arussi, to watch the caravan routes, to preserve order, 
and cncouragecormnercial and agricultural development as far as possible. Commerce 
was progressing, in spite of the lack of roads, insecurity of caravans, want of capital, 
of ports and of navigation services. The occupation of the river must be effected 
without delay, so as to prevent the Somalis from obtaining arms and intriguing with 
the Mullah. The number of native troops, 2,442 with 30 Italian officers, was to be 
increased, and he proposed to study the possibility of a colonial agreement between 
those States having limitrophe possessions for the establishment of a standard rate 
ot pay for “ Askaris.” He wished he could arrange to visit the Italian Colonies 
himself. 

The Minister then dealt with the proposals for public works, the credits for 
which, by the new Bill, would he considerably increased. The construction of a port 
at Brava was urgent, also the establishment of a direct service of navigation between 
Italy and Benadir (provided for by the new Maritime Conventions Bill), and the line 
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between Aden and Zanzibar. Negotiations were also going on with England for the 
erection of a lighthouse at Guardafui. 

He was of opinion that in time Benadir, with its excellent climate, great fertility 
and natural resources, would be suitable for Italian colonization ; but there was a great 
deal to be done first. There was every prospect of successful results from the 
cultivation of cotton : four concessions had already been given to private enterprise. 


[5779] No - 7 «- 

International Ethiopian Railway Trust and Construction Company 
to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 18.) 

g} r 34, Clement's Lane, London , February 17, 1908. 

IN further reference to our letter of the 12th February, we have the honour 
to inclose herewith, for your information, copy of a letter dated the 11th of this month, 
addressed by the Judicial Liquidator to the Vice-President of the Ethiopian Railway 
Company, which affords, as you will observe, further conclusive proof that it was under 
a direct threat of the declaration of the ddche'ance of the Company, “ qui dtait 
irrdvocablement ddcidde par les pouvoirs publics,” that the liquidator accepted the 
solution enforced by the Government and formally applied to the Juge-Commissaire 
for leave to consent to the transfer of the whole of the assets of the Railway Company 
to the new Company on terms which wer°, in his judgment, quite inadequate. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) OCHS BROTHERS, 

Managing Directors. 


Inclosure in No. 76. 

M. Vacher to the Vice-President of the Ethiopian Railway Company. 

M. le Vice-Prdsident, Le 11 Fevrier , 1908. 

J’AI l’honneur de vous accuser reception de votre lettre du 10 Fdvrier, me 
priant de vous faire connaitre ce qu’il y a de fondd dans les nouvelles publics 
dernidrement au sujet de la cession de Tactif de la liquidation judiciaire. 

Vous savez que les recettes de la ligne, exploits sous mon contrfile depuis 
Touverture de la liquidation judiciaire, suffisent aujourd’hui k faire face, k peu prds, 
aux ddpenses d’exploitation, mais qu’elles ne laissent aucune marge do bdndfices, et cette 
situation ne saurait s’amdliorer tant que ne sera pas aclievde Toeuvre entreprise par la 
Compagnie. 

Pour construire la deuxidme partie de la ligne (Dird-Daounh a Adis-Abeba) d’une 
longueur de 466 kilom. environ, descapitaux considerables devraient dtre engages, etil 
y a lieu de considdrer que la Compagnie, ayanten vain recherchd les concours financiers 
qui lui dtaient ndeessaires, parait voude k l’impuissance, si elle est rdduite a ses seules 
ressources. 

La Compagnie se trouve, au surplus, sous le coup d’une menace de ddchdance 
pour avoir, au cours des deux dernidres anndes, contracts, sans l’autorisation du 
Gouvernement, divers emprunts necessaires au paiement des coupons des 100,000 
obligations qu’elle avait en circulation. 

La ddchdance, si elle venait a dtre prononede, entrainerait la confiscation de l’actif 
de la liquidation judiciaire. Ddjh la mise en demeure preeddant cette mesure et contre 
laquelle j’ai fait toutes reserves de droit, a dtd notifide tant au liquidateur judiciaire qu’a 
la Compagnie. Devant l’imminence de cette ddchdance, qui dtait irrdvocablement 
ddeidde par les pouvoirs publics, j’ai dft, afin de sauvegarder les droits des crdanciers, 
me rdsoudre a adopter la seule autre solution qui m’dtait offerte: celle de se rallier k 
un projet de reorganisation de l’entreprise ayant Pagrdment des Gouvernements 
Fran 9 ais et Ethiopien. 

L’intervention d’un groupe financier dtait depuis quelque temps prdte a se 
produire, mais k la condition sine qud non que Tachdvement du chemin de fer et son 
exploitation seraient confids k une Socidtd nouvelle libre de toutes attaches avec le 
passd, et k laquelle devrait dtre eddd Tactif de la Compagnie Impdriale des Chemins de 
Fer Ethiopiens. 

Le prix qui ; *rTa : dfcd primitivement offerfc dtait de soixante-quinze annuitds de 
[1557] S 
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b4n6fices de fa S^oci^ future. tet ’ aVeC ^ - Dartlcl P ation de 60 pour cent dans les 
poo/S r^T-' 1 ? £ «* me C0 “* i* cherch* 

remuneration au profit des creanciers de la liquidation Sfckire^ 61111- ^ ^ ^ 

ont M ?<^a?nrbrdr q lt^nS ab0uti ' r pui T e 168 annUiWs prop °^ 

importance a 402,680 fr/au lllu de 33of)00 ff ^ 16U de soixaate -<W et leur 

flos nromi’nwo nXm,U n i.. _ _ • 


ddohdance. J’ai enconsequence exvZ i'A" nat,lre k barter la 

- TfSsJ - ■2*.553T- - 

etudes, &c0,apr6s avoir etdtLctionnd^n ° n I JU pT ne (lig “ e ’ mat6riel > Concession, 

actionnaires au moyen d“n ^ P^ement pourra 6tre ratifiee par les 

Les clauses de ce concordat veuveA XA ^ dorniers a lean cr&tnciers. 
notamment une participation dans 1 p« vei aU ? ac ^ onnaires certains avantages, 

- sEsrssi: de - s ““ 

aux scuircr&nders 8 ifsera™^ de ^ S ’°P 6rant ’ en ™tu de la loi 

ces derniers seuleme’nt. atalem ent amend a procdder a la realisation au profit de 

comportent la reduction duMassif a SOnour c? ddj?l arr ° tdes . en Principe. Elle 
judiciaire et les remunerations ci-aprds ? * des S0m rae8 admises par le liquidateur 

Sur les recettes nettes d’exploitation il sera prelevd d’abord • 

i ?l ea “r^ 1 de n 115 ’ 0( ‘° fr - au P rofit de Mdneiik. 

2. L annuite de la Compagme Impdriale. 

4 L’intSct f U nouveau obligations. 

. L mteret et 1 amortissement du nouveau capital actions. 

40 de 60 P“ r P°“ a Imperial. 

qu’aprfe l’approbatioif indispensable duP^rlement qUI ” e 8Ma d6finitiTem nnt realise 

dmitdep‘“«^^“ U SSTnX rt i ? r‘"' , f t S * rev “ ■» P-oSt d'un 

? ue M. i P , G„„ P „ m ; ur ^Xb 0 rSM q “ cZulT £L^fV'?5» * d ™« 
mvestis de la haute surveillance et du mntrAlo ] • F ^ k . Dird-Daouah soient 
dans la gestion ^lnallca^T^;«^^^ ,, ? 8Ur SanS 

liquidation judiciaire. unique qui reste dans les conditions dtablies par la 

me d ° cette a "veillance, qui 

France aux Colonies “ilfeSL Re P^entants deY 

e“p e „pril. sou ‘ ° n 4 u ” ml “ “ 4 *. a'oSpSS SSS £■fz: 


Veuillez, &c. 

(Signd) VACHER. 


[5760] 


No. 77. 


(No. 2. Treaty ) S * r E Grey t0 Sir J Harrington. 

(Telegraphic.) P. „ . 

QUESTION of doyen. m ^ n 0fflce ’ Feb ™ry 18, 1908. 

Following refers to your telegram No. 12 of the 17th instant 

potentiary frofn the 31st E° 
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this effect, and at the same time request that your appointment may be officially 
recognized from the date of your notification by His Majesty (consult p. 139 of Foreign 
Office List for 1907, Rule IV of Vienna Congress). The result of this will be to make 
you doyen of the Diplomatic Corps at Adis Abeba. 

Your credentials, which were dispatched on the 14th instant, should reach you on 
the 8th March next. 

We could hardly take steps as regards the relative precedence of the French and 
Italian Representatives without exposing ourselves to the charge of breaking the spirit 
of the Agreement of the 13th December, 1906, towards France, even if it were not too 
late to do so. 


[4018] No. 78. 

Sir Edward Grey to Count de Bosdari. 

Sir, Foreign Office , February 18, 1908. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the Marquis di San Giuliano’s 
note of the 1st instant, relative to the question of the proposed extension of the French 
railway from Dire Dawa to Adis Abeba, and to express my thanks to his Excellency for 
this communication. 

I have noted that the Italian Government take exception to the proposed clause in 
the Franco-Abyssinian Agreement, whereby the Ethiopian Government appear to 
maintain the right of levying transit and toll dues on goods carried by routes other 
than the railway, and I shall be interested to learn what reply is returned by the 
French Government to that objection. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[5811] ‘ No. 79. 

Sir E. Egerton to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 19.) 

(No. 9. Africa.) 

k* r » . . Rome , February 16, 1908. 

liSJ continuation of my immediately preceding despatch, Africa, I have the honour 
to report that the Minister for Foreign Affairs has now received further information 
nom the Acting Governor of Benadir and the Italian Agent in the Arussi district on 
the recent frontier incident and the nature of the Abyssinian raid. 

From these reports, of which 1 inclose the text in to-day’s “ Italic,”* it appears 
that, being urgently begged by the Somali tribes to come to their assistance against 
tiie Abyssinian raiders (numbering some 2,000 men), Captain Bongiovanni found it 
necessary to make an attack. 

JillS ^? r administration ol Benadir, as well as a Bill for the prorogation of 
the 1903 Law tor Erythrea was passed yesterday. Slight attacks were made on the 
Colonial policy, and objection was made to the provisional state of affairs and the 
continual prorogation of measures for Erythrea. Various amendments were rejected. 

i Signor Martini, former Governor of Erythrea, made a long defence of that Colony, 
and called for national support. Its resources, he said, were great: trade and industry, 
though small, was increasing ; cotton could lie grown there as well as in Benadir; and 
there was some prospect of finding gold. 

1 he Minister for 1 oreign Affairs reaffirmed the Government’s policy. The questions 
ol the administration of the two Colonies were too complex to be solved separately, 
lie referred to the work of the Anglo-Italian Company in cultivating cotton. Immense 
Avoiks were needful in order to obtain any results, and studies were being made of the 
means by which the Government could render assistance. 

I have &c 

(Signed) ’ EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


* Not printed. 



. a 6 ? 9B‘ ' 

[5020] No. go. 

Sir Edward Grey to Count de Bosdari. 

X Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs presents his compliments to 
the Italian Charge d Affaires, and, with reference to Count Bosdari’s note of the 12th 
stant, has the honour to observe that the further communication on the subject of 
P /,? teCtl ° n ? f Ethl0 P lan interests in Palestine, alluded to in Sir E Grey’s note of 
the 4th instant, was contingent on the later explanation which the Marquis di San 
Giuhano, in his Excellency’s note of the 26th December 1907 stated tK 
Government proposed to give. ’ tilat the ItaIlan 

As it appears from Count Bosdari’s note under rerdv tW ™ 
is at present contemplated by the Italian Government Sir E. Grey is ofTS^thm 
any observations on his part are for the moment unnecessary. 7 opinion that 

Foreign Office, February 19, 1908. 


[5320] No. 81. 

(No 17 ) Edward Grey to Sir J. Harrington. 

1*™—, <0 Mr. Holder's despatch StTZUL'Tw, 

^f lve , the f^PP 1 ? of interpreters for His Majesty’s Legation at Adis Abeba I 
transmit to you herewith copy of a letter from the Treasury onthe subject * ’ 

mil i r ? qUe m a r y0U v 111 fonv ? rd t0 me your observations on this Communication 

informat,on desired by the Lords «s 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[5055] No. 82. 

Memorandum communicated privately to French Ambassador, February 21, 1908. 

i i P 0Sltl 0 n » nor possessed of powers qualifying him to he the ArhiiZ* 

'“UtSfS T ‘T!’ - ■* 

that ttaTSSd“ta’.Si in.”!;.?' T ""“ P” inf0 ' rmed Sir E Grey 

Company tor ZoS tre.tmcntLf ^a £i.," 0 , “8““““ » f “7 ot the Trait 

cbim of ,„d, a character fe‘l solely withi, the "> “ * 

.s .oom. b e SSMS S £e? 

claim for special treatment on the letter mr- ?leierrea to, base their 

1st March, 1906. 1 heir claim put shortlC LJw^ n “ ter ° f , the Colonies of the 
financial support to the Ethiopian Railway Company iTa^nm* 1 ^ * fforded 

that their position as financiers of the Raiiwnv " a C0I J imerciai enterprise, and 
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accepted. The letter of the 1st March, 1906, was referred to as evidence only of the 
truth of the Trust Company’s contention. In fact, the Trust Company point out that 
their assistance was welcomed by the French Government while the question of entirely 
Frencli control of the railway was still undecided, but when the tripartite Agreement 
was initialled by the three Signatory Powers in July 1906, and French control 
was assured, the Trust Company was at once treated by the French Government as a 
factor in the railway question of which they had no, and need take no, cognizance. 
So much was this the case, that the French Government, in August 1906, refused 
permission to the Ethiopian Railway Company to raise money for interest on bonds 
and current expenses, which action, but for a remedy of despair, would inevitably 
have forced the Railway Company into immediate bankruptcy and destroyed the 
security for money advanced by a British Company to a French enterprise with the 
sanction of the French Government, as that Government had expressly stipulated that 
the security was not to be negotiable before the 15th October. 

Finally, Sir E. Grey has the honour to call M. Cambon’s attention to the 
fact that this security has now been definitely reduced to a fraction of its value by the 
recent action of the French Government in insisting on the sale of the Railway 
Company’s assets, under threat of a forced de'cheance, to a new Company, at a 
price which the official Liquidator himself considers inadequate, and which works out 
at far below his most conservative valuation. 

In these circumstances, and taking into consideration the very grave prejudice 
that the Trust Company’s case, if presented by them to the public opinion of this 
country, will cause to the confidence now felt in commercial and financial circles in 
this country in the security of British capital invested in Frencli commercial 
enterprises, Sir E. Grey hopes that the French Government will reconsider their 
attitude in this matter. 

February 15, 1908. 


[6048] No. 83. 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(Received February 21.) 

• 

THE Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies presents his compliments to the 
Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and is directed by the Under-Secretary of 
State to transmit, for the information of Sir Edward Grey, with reference to the letter 
from his Department of the 10th instant, copy of a telegram from the Officer Administering 
the Government of the East Africa Protectorate on the subject of the disturbances at 
Lugh. 

Downing Street , February 20, 1908. 


Inolosure in No. 83. 

(Governor JSir J. Sadler to the Earl of Elgin. 

(Telegraphic.) P. February 19, 1908. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 9. 

I have the honour to report the safe arrival at Lugh of Lieutenant Cibelli. The 
native troops brought back bodies of Italian officers. 

There is no need for further anxiety, and the Abyssinian raiders have retired. 


[6498] No. 84. 

Sir J. Harrington to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 24.) 

(No. 13.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Adis Ababa , February 23, 1908. 

RAILWAY. I have seen Agreement regarding railway made in July by the 
French Minister, who informs me that the new Concession is signed. He assured me, 
on my inquiring particularly about the wording of the clause in the Concession 
exempting railway-borne goods from internal taxes, that the wording was the same as 
[1557] T 
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in his Agreement, viz., French Minister’s letter, dated the 8th ultimo, beginning 
“ Par contre” and ending “transit.” 

A s I find it impossible to get a direct yes or no to any question from my French 
colleague, it might be advisable to make certain in Paris that the Emperor Menelek is 
not pledged to maintain existing internal taxes. 


[5055] No. 85. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Bertie. 

(No. 15. Africa.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , February 26, 1908. 

WITH reference to your Excellency's despatch No. 4 of the 15th January last, 
relative to the claim of the Ethiopian Railway Trust and Construction Company for 
special treatment at the hands of the French Government, I transmit to you herewith, 
for your Excellency’s information, a copy of a Memorandum which I have given to the 
French Ambassador at this Court on the subject.* 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[5055] No. 86. 

Foreign Office to Ethiopian Railway Trust Company. 

Gentlemen, Foreign Office , February 26, 1908. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 12th instant relating to your position in the affairs of the Imperial Ethiopian 
Railway Company. 

I am to inform you, in reply, that Sir E. Grey is making further representations to 
the French Government on this question. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) W. LANGLEY. 


[6498] 


No. 87. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Bertie. 

(No. 16. Africa.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , February 27, 1908. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 5, Africa, of the 13th ultimo, relating to the 
question of the Ethiopian Railway, I transmit to your Excellency herewith a copy of a 
telegram from His Majesty’s Minister at Adis Abeba on the subject.] - 

With regard to the last paragraph of Sir J. Harrington’s telegram, it might be 
advisable to ask the French Minister for Foreign Affairs whether His Majesty’s 
Government are correct in assuming that the “ interior taxes ” alluded to in 
M. Geoffray’s note of the 8th ultimo (Confidential print, Abyssinia, 9th January, 
section 1), refer only to road tolls and transit dues, and not to any other dues or 
taxes levied by the Abyssinian Government within their frontiers. I request therefore 
that your Excellency will take an opportunity of addressing M. Pichon in this sense. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[7028] No. 88. 

War Office to Foreign Office.—(Received February 29.) 

Sir, War Office , February 28, 1908. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 5th instant, I am commanded by the Army 
Council to transmit herewith, for the information of Sir Edward Grey, an estimate of 
the cost of the arms, ammunition, material for wire entanglements, sand-bags, and 
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powder for fooea.se,, sogee.ted by Sir John Harrington for the defence of the Britieh 

M.L.E nod «a™“tr 0, l““ li “ 
were forwarded to Sir J. Harrington, on payment, on the 29th beptembei, U 


Machine Gun and Ammunition. 
1 Maxim gun, complete with belts.. 

1 tripod, according to pattern 
10,000 rounds of ammunition and boxes 


£ 


{ 


s. d. 
6 0 
4 9 
or 

4 8 
19 2 


Material for Wire Entanglements. 
2 miles of barbed wire at 16s. 2d. per mile 


1 12 4 


Supply of Sand-bags and Powder for Fougasses. 

1,200 sand-bags 

600 lbs. of powder .. . 

50 fathoms of safety fuze 
500 yards instantaneous fuze 

Total (about) 


20 0 0 
12 0 0 
0 5 6 

11 11 3 


240 0 0 


3. Charges for freight and packing are not included in^he^ahove amounts. 

(Signed) “"b. W. D. WARD. 


[7470] No - 89 ‘ 

Sir J.. Harrington to Sir Edward Grey. —( Received March 3.) 

(Tdegraphic.) P. Adis Maba > FebrWry 29) 1<J ° S - 

S^Jnch Government will not give fair treatment to British interests in 
Company, it is possible that representations to King Menelek would insure them better 
treatment, should you wish such a course to be taken. 


[7439] Na 9a 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—{Received March 3.) 

g* r Downing Street , March 2, 1908. 

’ I AM directed by the Earl of Elgin to transmit to you, to be laid before Secretary 
Sir E. Grey, with reference to the Foreign Office letter of the 16th November, 1907, the 
accompanying copy of further correspondence respecting the control ot the frontier between 
Abyssinia and the East Africa Protectorate, from which it will he seen that, the Lords 
Commissioners of the Treasury demur to the proposals which have been submitted to 

them by his Lordship. j , ,\ , , 

2. Lord Elgin considers it undesirable that the frontier inspectors should be under 

the control of the Governor of the East Africa Protectorate, as he is afraid that in that 
case the tribes on the British side of the boundary would become more and more 
dependent upon them, and that the Government of the Protecorate would be eventually 
led on to assume effective administration of the districts in question- a result which his 
Lordship is anxious to avoid, having regard to the distance of these districts from head¬ 
quarters, the possibility of the inspectors being involved in troubles with the tribes, and 
the necessity of the local authorities devoting all their efforts at present to tne develop¬ 
ment of the more settled and civilized portions of the Protectorate. 

3. So far as this Department is concerned, the principal objects which it has in 

view are:— 

(o.) To protect the tribes on the British side of the frontier from the Abyssinian 
(6.) To divert into British territory the trade which is at present being exploited by 
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the Italians, and to secure to the East Africa Protectorate a share of the profit on this 
trade in the form of customs duties. 

(c.) To secure that two or three British officers are placed on the frontier who will 
be able to furnish reliable information as to what is taking place in these little known 
districts. 

4. It appears to Lord Elgin that these objects could be obtained by establishing the 
inspectors on the Abyssinian side of the frontier and placing them under the control of 
His Majesty’s Minister at Adis Ababa. The Abyssinians, knowing that the inspectors 
were there in agreement with the Emperor Menelek, would no doubt recognize their 
authority, and raiding, it might be hoped, would practically cease. The officers them¬ 
selves would be in safety among the Abyssinians, they would only require small escorts, 
and they would gradually get into touch with the tribes on the British side of the 
frontier. 

5. Lord Elgin must leave it to Sir E. Grey to determine whether this plan should 
be adopted. If so, in accordance with what is stated in the second paragraph of the 
Treasury letter of the 31st January, the Lords Commissioners should be asked to 
approve of the salaries of the inspectors being charged to the Diplomatic and Consular 
Vote. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS J. S. HOPWOOD 


Inclosure 1 in No. 90. 

The Earl of Elgin to Governor Sadler. 


(Telegraphic.) Downing Street i November 22, 1907. 

REFERRING to my Confidential despatch of 25th October, telegraph if you concur 
in scheme on the whole. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 90. 

Governor Sadler to the Earl of Elgin .. 

(Telegraphic.) [ Received November 23, 1907 ] 

MY telegram of 22nd November. I agree to scheme on the whole, making provision 
in estimates for next year. Will telegraph later if the Senior Officer will be detailed from 
here or whether I will ask your Lordship to make appointment. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 90. 

Colonial Office to Treasury. 

Sir, Downing Street , November 29, 1907. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 12th July last, I am directed by the Earl of 
Elgin to request you to inform the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury that he has 
had under his consideration the question of the future arrangements to be made for the 
control of the frontier between Abyssinia and the East Africa Protectorate. 

2. The employment of a frontier inspector during the last two years appears to have 
met with a certain measure of success, but the protection of some 400 miles of frontier 
is clearly beyond the powers of one man, and unless matters are placed on a more 
satisfactory footing, there is reason to fear that the state of chaos which existed before 
Mr. Zaphiro’s appointment will recur, especially as during his absences from duty, 
whether for reasons of health or otherwise, there is no one who is able to exercise any 
control in the region. 

3. There has been considerable lawlessness on the frontier during Mr. Zaphiro’s. 
recent absence through ill-health, and on this account, and also in view of the importance 
of developing the trade of the region. Lord Elgin desired that steps should be taken 
without delay to institute a more effective control. 

4. The Governor of the East Africa Protectorate was accordingly asked to submit 
a scheme for this purpose, and his proposals, with certain modifications which have been. 
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made after consultation with persons who are acquainted with the local conditions, are 
embodied in the correspondence of which a copy is inclosed.* The scheme in its present 
form differs in several respects from that which was put forward by Sir C. Eliot (referred 
to in the despatch to the Governor of the 24th July) at the time of the completion of 
the survey of the boundary, and so far as can be foreseen, there will be a saving of about 
1,0 001. a-"year as compared with Sir C. Eliot’s scheme. 

5. Their Lordships will observe from the correspondence that advantage has been 
taken of the presence in this country of His Majesty’s Minister in Abyssinia to consult 
him in the matter, and that both he and the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
approve of the proposals which have been made. With regard to Sir J. Harrington s 
anticipation, that the increased revenue which is likely to be derived from the adoption 
of the proposed arrangement will more than cover the cost of carrying it out, I am to 
observe that a telegram has been received from the Charge d’Affaires at Adis Ababa, 
saying that the tribes would be glad to pay tribute in return for protection, that over 
2,000/. worth of illicit ivory has been confiscated by Mr. Zaphiro within the last eight 
months, and that, although it would probably be best to leave trade free tor the first 
year or two, it may be expected that the customs leturns will shortly be considerable. 

6. His Lordship will be glad if the Lords Commissioners are able to sanction the 
scheme on the lines proposed. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) R. L. ANTROBU8. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 90. 

Treasury to Colonial Office. 

Sir. Treasury Chambers , December 23, 1907. 

I HAVE laid before the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury 
Mr. Antrobus' letter of the 29th ultimo on the subject of the revised arrangements 
proposed by the Earl of Elgin for the control of the frontier between Abyssinia and the 
East Africa Protectorate. 

In reply, I am to request that my Lords may be furnished with fuller and more 
specific information as to the advantages which will result to the two Protectorates from 
the measures proposed for controlling this frontier. 

On the information at present before them, my Lords are of opinion that it is not 
desirable to increase the expenditure now being incurred on this service. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) G. H. MURRAY. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 90. 

Colonial Office to Treasury 

Sir, Downing Street , January 10, 1908. 

1 AM directed by the Earl of Elgin to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 23rd December, 1907, and to state more fully the reasons which have led him to ask 
the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury to sanction the scheme for the better control of 
the frontier between Abyssinia and the East Africa Protectorate. 

2. As Sir C. Eliot Btated in a despatch written in 1903, “the Abyssinians are not 
a stationary element, but are flowing southwards with a fairly rapid aggressive advance. 
They are not precisely an expansive or progressive race, but, somewhat like the Turks, 
they destroy everything and provide for nothing. Hence they require continual move¬ 
ment in order to find new tribes to raid, new forests to cut down, and will not settle 
until compelled. At present various causes restrain them on the north, east, and west; 
hence the steady current to the south. We have heard of their raiding parties in 
Karamojo and to the north of Kenga; if no barrier is erected we may hear of them 
any day at Fort Hall or Mumia’s.” 

* To Governor, Confidential, July 24; ditto, Telegraphic, Augunt 26; Governor, Telegraphic, 
September 18; to Governor, Confidential (1), October 25; to Foreign Office, Confidential, October 25; 
Foreign Office, November 16; ditto; to Governor, Telegraphic, November 22; Governor, Telegraphic, 
November 23. 1907. 

[1557] U 







3. In a despatch written in June last the British Chargd d*Affaires in Adis Ababa 
expressed the opinion that the proposals made by Sir. C. Eliot in the despatch 
mentioned above for the better control of the frontier “ would be most timely and 
fitting at the present moment, and that all the arguments he there adduced in support 
of his proposals still hold good, and have, in fact, gained greatly in weight from the 
progress of events.” 

4. This opinion is shared by Sir J. Harrington, and Lord Elgin has no doubt that 
it is a correct one. The Soudanese Government are taking steps to tighten their hold 
on the frontier between the Soudan and Abyssinia, so that there will be more 
inducement than ever for the Abyssinians to raid and establish themselves to the south 
of the imperfectly-protected frontier between the East Africa Protectorate and 
Abyssinia. 

5. Apart, however, from the risk of Abyssinian encroachment on British territory, 
it is necessary to consider the case of the natives to the south of the frontier who are 
exposed to the Abyssinian raids, but who are supposed to be under the protection of 
this country. This matter was brought to the notice of Mr. Churchill, during his 
recent visit to the Protectorate, by Lord Delamere, the senior unofficial member of the 
Legislative Council, who made the following statement in a public speech:— 

“ The other international question was that relating to the Abyssinian boundary. 
That was a question which he thought should appeal to the conscience of every 
thinking man. Ten years ago there were large numbers of Galla living on the Abys¬ 
sinian border in peace and comfort, under the impression that they were protected by 
the British Government. They had been given to understand so by people who had a 
right to speak, and yet what had happened to-day ? The whole of those people were in 
a state of serfdom under the Abyssinians, and the Abyssinian raids yearly crept south¬ 
wards. It was most desirable that something should be done to protect the border, 
which would deflect a certain amount of the trade into the British port of Kismayu. 
The British Government were under great responsibility in this matter . . . .” 

6. With regard to the advantages in the way of increased trade and revenue to be 
derived from a better control of the frontier, Lord Elgin can only repeat what was 
stated in the fifth paragraph of the letter from this Department of the 29th November 
last—that Sir J. Harrington anticipates that the increased revenue which is likely to 
accrue from the adoption of the proposed arrangement will more than cover the cost of 
carrying it out, that the tribes will be glad to pay tribute in return for protection, and 
that in the opinion of the Charge d’Affaires at Adis Ababa the customs returns will 
shortly be considerable. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) R. L. ANTROBUS. 


Inclosure 6 in No. 90. 

Treasury to Colonial Office. 

Sir, Treasury Chambers , January 31, 1908. 

I HAVE laid before the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury 
Mr. Antrobus’ letter of the 10th instant, further respecting the revised arrangements 
proposed by the Earl of Elgin for the control of the frontier between Abyssinia and the 
East Africa Protectorate. 

In reply, I am to state that my Lords do not yet feel satisfied that the proposal 
of the Secretary of State is one which they can accept; but they would be glad to 
receive further information as to the position which it is intended that the frontier 
inspectors will occupy, and particularly whether they will be officers of the Protectorate 
under the control of the Governor of the East Africa Protectorate, or under the control 
of His Majesty’s Minister in Abyssinia. In the latter case, it would seem proper that 
their salaries should be charged to the Diplomatic and Consular Vote. 

My Lords further request to be furnished with a more detailed estimate of the 
annual cost, distinguishing between salaries and transport and other expenditure. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) G. H. MURRAY. 
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[ 7548 ] 


No. 91. 


-( Received. March 4.) 

Adis Ababa , February 29, 1908. 


does not entail the obligation of 
nothing in matters which are of 
his colleagues. He claims that 


Sir J . Harrington to Sir Edward Grey. 

(No. 15.) 

(Telegraphic.) P • 

TRIPARTITE Agreement. 

M. Klobukowski maintains that Article 
taking no personal initiative, of doing or saying 
common interest, without previously consulting 
Article 10 specially concerns the execution of Article o. 

As he is thoroughly untrustworthy, I consider it inadvisable to discuss the question 

with him now, but will await the arrival of the new French Minister on the 3rd March 

to hear ™iutely essential, should these views be the same as M. Klobukowski’s 
that identical instructions should be given the three Representatives, as the present 
situation is that the Agreement has been turned to our disadvantage. 


[ 7548 ] 


No. 92. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir J. Harrington. 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, March 5, 1908. 

TRIPARTITE Agreement. 

Following refers to your telegram No. 15 o£ the 1st instant. 

As soon as you can ascertain views of new French Minister on the subject you 
should report them home. If the Agreement is interpreted by him in the same sense 
as it is by M. Klobukowski, the French Government will be approached respecting the 
advisability of the Representatives at Adis Ababa being furnished with identic 

ins rue ^ ^ fee i assure d, however, that the spirit of the 1900 Agreement will be 
observed, it is undesirable to fetter the liberty of action of the Representatives. 


[ 8296 ] 


No. 93. 


Sir E. Egerton to Sir Edivard Grey.—(.Received March 10.) 


(No. 10. Africa.) 1Q . 

gj r Rome, March b, 190o. 

WITH reference to previous correspondence concerning the Lugh incident, I have 
the honour to report that the following communication has been made to-day by the 
“ Stefani ” Agency 

“A telegram from Adis Ababa announces that the Arusi Chiefs responsible for 
the Benadir raids, having reached the capital, were immediately brought before the 

Emperor Menelek. „ 

“ As the result of the judgment pronounced by the Negus, Degiasc Lul oegliet, 
Fitaurari Asfan, and all the subordinate Chiefs who took part in the Rakaunian 
expedition were imprisoned and put in chains. 

“The Negus, desiring to maintain the most friendly relations with the Italian 
Government, reserves to himself the nomination of new Chiefs for the frontier districts 
towards Benadir.” 


A few days ago the “ Tribuna ” published a telegram from its correspondent in 
Benadir stating that the Governor, having heard that the caravan route from the coast 
was being disturbed by some of the Bimal tribe armed with rifles pro 1 ably supplied by 
the Mullah, had decided to send Captain Vitali, with 500 men, to occupy Caitoi, on the 
Uebi Scebeli, a village of 1,000 inhabitants, about a day’s march from Merca ; further, 
that the Colony was completely tranquil. 

This, says the “ Tribuna,” represents the first step in the carrying out of the 
Government’s programme as explained by Signor Tittoni last month. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 
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No. 94. 


Adis Ababa , March 14, 1908. 


Sir J. Harrington to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 14.) 

(No. 16.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

TRIPARTITE Agreement. Your telegram No. 5. 

Owing to the presentation of the Italian note regarding identic instructions, the 
new French Minister is unable to express any opinion, having to await instructions 
from his Government. 

As regards the Italian note, I prefer that concessions should not be interfered 
with by. Ministers; otherwise a trial might be given to Italian suggestions to see 
whether or not the others will act loyally. 


[ 9036 ] No. 95. 

Mr. G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 16.) 

(No. 2. Africa.) 

Sir, ^ Per a, March 10, 1908. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 1, Africa, 
of the 12th ultimo, on the subject of the protection of Abyssinian interests in Palestine 
by the Italian Government. 

The Arrangement is not one of which I was previously aware, although I knew 
that the Italian, as well as the German Embassy, was giving the Abyssinians formal 
support in the matter of the ownership of the Deir-es-Sultan Monastery. I have, 
however, spoken to the Italian Ambassador on the subject, and learn from his Excellency 
that he is not going beyond such formal support in favour of the mission now at 
Constantinople. 

The Grand Vizier has also maintained the attitude reported in my despatch 
No. 316 of the 27th May last, and referred to in my despatches Nos. 745 and 793 of 
the 4th and 24tli December, 1907, and No. 7 of the 7th January last. 

The Abyssinian Mission, however, refused to accept the Porte’s reply reported in 
my despatch No. 7 of the 7tli January last, and addressed a further Memorial to the 
Minister of the Interior, who, relying on the Sultan’s disinclination to allow the 
Abyssinian Monarch’s Mission to leave his capital without a semblance at least of 
satisfaction, had espoused the Abyssinian cause partly out of motives of pique against 
his enemy, the Grand Vizier. 

The Memorial in question, after setting forth in extenso the alleged proofs of the 
Abyssinian contentions, claimed, inter alia, that their rights over the whole of the 
Deir-es-Sultan, including the small chapels of St. Michael and the Four Animals [sic] 
(otherwise known as the shrine of the forty martyrs), should be recognized by Imperial 
1 irman; that they should be empowered to carry out the necessary building repairs in 
the convent, and that the keys of the principal gate, as well as of that leading to the 
two chapels, and also the key of the gate which opens on the entry hall of the Church 
of the Resurrection, should be handed over to them. 

The Minister of the Interior induced the Sultan to have the matter reconsidered 
by the Council of Ministers, and re-examined by two successive Commissions at the 
Porte, all of which have refused to recommend reopening the question, and declared 
that as the Copts had closed the two chapels to Abyssinian worship, owing to the fact 
that some seventeen years ago the Abyssinian monks had shown disrespect to and 
insulted the Coptic Superior, it was for the Abyssinians to regain access by apologizing 
or otherwise making up their quarrel with the Copts. The Minister of the Interior 
thereupon presented a statement to the Palace to the effect that while a British 
Blue-Book of 1867 showed that the British Government originally championed the 
cause of the Abyssinians, it was now supporting the Copts, not on the merits of the 
case, but simply on account of the alteration which had taken place in the status of 
Egypt* and suggesting as a solution that the keys claimed by the Abyssinians should 
be deposited with the Orthodox Patriarch of Jerusalem, who would give them to the 
Coptic and Abyssinian Monks when required for their respective or joint services. 

The Mutessarif of Jerusalem, when instructed by the Grand Vizier to report on 
this suggestion, strongly deprecated it as certain to be resisted by the Copts and likely 
to'lead to endless trouble, but the majority of the Council of Ministers have lately 
shown an inclination to give some apparent, if not real, satisfaction to the Abyssinian 
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Mission by accepting a proposal recommending that an Ottoman Delegate should 
accompany the Mission to Jerusalem, where the matter would be examined on the 
spot. The Grand Vizier has strongly opposed this as simply transferring the dispute 
from Constantinople to Jerusalem, where the question was likely to become more 
envenomed, and the Sultan has so far withheld his sanction. 

I have from time to time made unofficial representations to the Palace, the Minister 
of the Interior and two Commissions to which the matter was referred, pointing out 
the danger and inexpediency of reopening a controversy which was settled in 1906, 
and which, if revived, might have far-reaching consequences. 

I have, &c. 

(In the absence of His Majesty’s Ambassador), 
(Signed) G. BARCLAY. 

P.S.—Since writing the above despatch I have received a telegram from His 
Majesty’s Consul at Jerusalem, stating that he has been confidentially informed by the 
Mutessarif that, although he reported categorically that nothing could be done for 
the Abyssinians, he has now received formal instructions from the Palace to give them 
some satisfaction. 

G. B. 


[ 8914 ] No. 96. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir J. Harrington. 

(No. 6.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office , March 17, 1908. 

ARTICLE 10 of Tripartite Agreement of 1906. 

Following refers to your telegram No. 5 of the 14 th instant:— 

The question of identic instructions will be raised with the French and Italian 
Governments as soon as I receive your reply to my despatch No. 9. In any case, 
however, it is considered by His Majesty’s Government that Article 10 of the 190d 
Agreement undoubtedly applies generally, and not only to Article 3 of the Agreement. 
The Italian and French Governments will be so informed. 


8296 ] No. 97. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir J. Harrington. 

(No. 25.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , March 19, 1908. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 5 of the 25th January respecting the Lugh 
incident, I transmit to you herewith copy of a despatch from His Majesty’s Ambassador 
at Rome on the subject.* 

I should be glad to learn whether Dejaz Lul Seged has been degraded, as reported 
in this despatch, and, if so, who lias been appointed to succeed him as Governor of the 
Arusi country. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[ 7439 ] No. 98. 

Sir Edioard Grey to Sir J . Harrington. 

(No. 26.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, March 20, 1908. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith a copy of a letter from the Colonial Office,! relative 
to the control of the frontier between Abyssinia and the East Africa Protectorate. 

You will observe that the Colonial Office have now abandoned the scheme, with 
which you concurred when at home last year, set forth in their letter to this Office of 
the 25th October, 1907 (Abyssinia print, 26th October, Section 4), and have 
substituted a proposal to place the Frontier Inspectors under the control of His 
Majesty’s Legation at Adis Ababa. 

• No. 93. f No. 90. 
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The adoption of the present suggestion will probably render more difficult the 
successful carrying out of the diversion of trade from Italian to British territory (see 
paragraph 3 ( b ) of the accompanying letter), and consequently the increase of revenue 
will be less than there was reason to hope for, but in view of the fact that Mr. Zaphiro’s 
presence on the frontier has given the natives on our side a tangible proof that they 
are British subjects in British territory, and therefore free from the danger of Abyssinian 
raids, and has also held the Abyssinians in check, it would, I consider, be undesirable, 
even though the cost may be greater than was anticipated, to withdraw our protection 
and expose our tribes to renewed Abyssinian incursions, except under very serious 
political necessity. On the other hand, the Colonial Office show that there are grave 
risks and disadvantages attached to making the Frontier Inspectors dependent on the 
Protectorate authorities, and I concur in the opinion of the Earl of Elgin that the best 
solution of the question would be to place these officers under the control of His 
Majesty’s Legation at Adis Ababa. I accordingly request that you will furnish me as 
soon as possible with your views on the matter. 

I should especially wish to learn whether you consider that there will be any 
difficulty in obtaining the Emperor Menelek’s consent to the proposed arrangement, 
and, in that event, what, in your opinion, will be the best method of inducing His 
Majesty to withdraw his opposition. 

You should also furnish a detailed estimate of the probable cost of pay and 
allowances for the Frontier Inspectors and their escorts. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[7439] 

Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 

Sir, Foreign Office , March 20, 1908. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 2nd instant, relative to the control of the frontier between Abyssinia and 
the East Africa Protectorate. 

I am to state in reply that Sir E. Grey will consult Sir J. Harrington with regard 
to the proposal to place the Frontier Inspectors under the control of His Majesty’s 
Minister at Adis Ababa. 

Sir E. Grey has no objection in principle to these officers being in direct communi¬ 
cation with Sir J. Harrington and under his orders, but there does not appear to be, in 
Sir E. Grey’s opinion, any reason for imposing on the Diplomatic and Consular vote 
the expense entailed by their pay and allowances, since their presence on the frontier, 
though on the Abyssinian side thereof, is inspired solely by the interests and for the 
welfare of the British Protectorate. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) W. LANGLEY. 


[9716] No. loo. 

Sir J. Harrington to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 21.) 

(No. 6.) 

Sir, Adis Ababa, February 29, 1908. 

I HAVE the honour to forward copies of correspondence which has passed 
between my French colleague, M. Klolmkowski, and myself, and is the result of 
conversations between us. 

I saw him at the French Legation on the 31st January, when I explained to 
him my views regarding Article 10 of the 1906 Agreement, stating that in all 
questions which interest the three Governments or their subjects I had no intention 
of taking any action without first informing my French and Italian colleagues, so 
that in case of any difference of opinion, the question could be referred for decision 
to our Governments. I further informed him that, in accordance with Article 10, 
I was prepared to keep him fully informed of what I did, and I expected the same 
conduct on his part. He practically agreed to my views, and I suggested to him 
that we should have a meeting with our Italian colleague, so as to have a clear under¬ 
standing as to our respective actions. 
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This meeting took place at this Legation on the 4th February, when M. Klobu- 
kowski claimed a freedom of action which neither my Italian colleague nor myself 
considered advisable if the Agreement is to be loyally observed. 

No conclusion was come to at this meeting, and having regard to the impossi¬ 
bility of obtaining a definite answer to a definite question from our French colleague, 
we decided to await the arrival of the new French Minister, M. Brice. 

The correspondence began owing to my asking M. Klobukowski if it was true 
that he had asked permission for the Bank of Indo-Chine to establish itself here. 

I also considered it my duty to satisfy myself that there was no engagement in 
the new Concession on the Emperor’s part to maintain the local taxes, which have 
been abolished by Treaty in the case of Erythraean commerce, and which, under the 
most-favoured-nation clause, I hope to see removed from British trade. 

Finding it impossible to obtain what I considered a satisfactory answer, I went, 
in company with Lord Herbert Hervey, and saw M. Klobukowski. He showed 
me his Agreement with the Emperor, which, it may be mentioned, was made in 
July last. 

It is a letter under the Emperor’s seal, stating that he will grant a new 
Concession to a new Company recommended by the French Government, and allow 
the levy of 6 per cent, on railway-borne merchandize, which is to be exempted from 
local taxes, “ pdage et transit.” 

Though he offered to show me the new Concession—which, he informed me was 
signed—he did not do so, and I had to content myself with an assurance which I 
should have preferred to have had more definitely worded than it was. Consequently, 
I suggested that it would be well that His Majesty’s Government (by my telegram of 
the 23rd February) should make further inquiries. 

The correspondence forwarded is sufficient proof of how little M. Klobukowski 
regards Article 10 of the 1906 Agreement, and how difficult it is to obtain a direct 
answer from him. 

If the interpretation placed on Article 10 by M. Klobukowski in his letter of 
the I6tli February is accepted by His Majesty’s Government, then there will be a 
continuance of the state of affairs existing between the three Legations previous to 
the Agreement, and the Emperor will continue to play one Pow r er against the others. 

There has never been any question on the part of his British and Italian 
colleagues as to his submitting any proposal to his Government, he has always been 
free to do so. I have now been here a month, and everything I have heard and 
learnt forces me to the conclusion that M. Klobukowski, though he may possibly 
have directly observed the Agreement, has indirectly violated it in every possible 
manner and done his level best to use it to the advantage of France and the detriment 
of Great Britain and Italy. 

It is unnecessary to enter into details, hut no sane individual could arrive at any 
other conclusion. 

So far as the Bank of Abyssinia is concerned, my opinion is that, as His 
Majesty’s Government has allowed the French Government to maintain the railway 
from Jibuti to Adis Ababa as a purely French concern, we are warranted in 
demanding that the bank which w\ns launched under British auspices should be left 
free from French intrigues, which it has never been from the day it was created to 
the present. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J; HARRINGTON. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 100. 

M. Klobukowski to Sir J. Harrington. 

Legation de la Republique Fran^aisc en Ethiop'.e , 
Mon cher Collogue, Addis-Ababa, le 4 Fe'vrier , 1908. 

YOICI le texte de la lettre que j’ai adressee il y a un mois a Sa Majestd Mendlik 
au sujet de la Banque de l’lndo-Ohine :— 

*' J’ai l’honneur d’informer votre Majestd que la Banque Coloniale de l’lndo-Chine 
Franyais vient d’installer une succursale k Djibouti. 

“ Je me permets d’espdrer que, dans les rapports d’affaires avec 1’Abyssinie, cette 
banque pourra compter sur la haute bienveillance de votre Majestd.” 









Je vous avise 6galement que je t£14graphie a mon Gouvernement que je remporte 
de notre entretien d’aujourd’hui une bonne impression, et que vous avez bien voulu 
me dire que, du moment qu’il ne s’agissait que de taxes interieures existantes, il n’v 
avait, de votre part, aucune objection. 

Bien cordialement k vous, 

(Sign6) A. KLOBUKOWSKI. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 100. 

Sir J. Harrington to M. Klobukowski. 

My dear Colleague, Adis Ababa , February 5, 1908. 

VERY many thanks for your note of yesterday, in which you inform me of your 
communication to His Majesty the Emperor regarding the Bank of Indo-Chine. 

I confirm my statement that I see no objection to the arrangement that traffic 
not passing over the railway from Jibuti to Adis Ababa should pay “ droits de p£age 
et transit ou taxes interieures,” provided it is clearly stipulated that existing taxes 
are referred to. 

I wish also to express my hope that in your Arrangement the clause concerning 
“ taxes interieures ” will be so worded that there is no engagement on His Majesty the 
Emperor’s part that he will maintain these taxes, which he has already abolished by 
Treaty in the Tigre trade, and whicli I hope to see abolished as regards British East 
Africa and the Soudan. 

At my audience this morning with His Majesty the Emperor nothing political was 
referred to. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) J. HARRINGTON. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 100. 

M. Klobukowski to Sir J. Harrington. 

Legation de la Ite'publique Frangaise en Ethiopie , 
Mon cher Coll&gue, Addis-Ababa, le G Fevrier , 1908. 

IL semble, d’apr&s votre lettre du 5 de ce mois, que j’aurais encore quelque 
arrangement k conclure avant mon procliain depart d’Addis-Ababa. Il n’en est rien. 

D&s notre premier entretien, le 31 Janvier, je vous ai dit que j’en avais termini 
avec 1’atTaire qui m’avait amene en Ethiopie et a laquelle l’heureux accord de nos deux 
Gouvernements a mis un point final. 

Veuillez, &c. 

(Sign6) A. KLOBUKOWSKI. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 100. 

Sir J. Harrington to M. Klobukowski. 

My dear Colleague, Adis Ababa , February 8, 1908. 

YOURS of the 6th Eebruarv to hand. 

I note that you state that you have finished your mission in Abyssinia. 

My Government being only informed of the general lines of the Arrangement 
made concerning the railway, I shall be obliged by your communicating to me the 
actual wording of the Agreement so far as concerns “ droits de p6age et transit ou 
taxes interieures,” as this is a point which interests my Government. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) J. HARRINGTON 
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Inclosure 5 in No. 100. 

M. Klobukowski to Sir J. Harrington. 

Legation de la Rdpublique Frangaise en Ethiopie , 
-.run Addis-Ababa , le 10 FJvrier , 1908. 

M ° n pOUR Sndre au ddsir que vous. voulez bien m’exprimer par votre lettre en date 

rel **2 « aceorfer 4 u». no,,veil,; SooMtA Franteiee le dK.lt 

dWv,“rt"?pS“oh«nm de terde Djibouti 4 Addi.Ab.te, e»u.te 4 cooper 4 
Sexploitation et k l’acltevement de la ligne dans les conditions suivantes . 

Toutes les merchandises entrant en territoire Abyssin ou on sortant, par ^ ™e£u 

*iS£’22£ 

£ aSto d. K 2 e»1“u P»St du (LJememc.t fithiopien, ,ui ter. er&uter 

par tout autre mode de transport des taxes interieures actuellement penjues. 

Cette exemption des taxes interieures ne constitue pas un tegime de faveur au 
D rotit d’une certaine categorie de marchandises; elle n’est en effet, que la contre-partie 
cie la surtaxe de 6 pour cent qui sera peryuo dans les conditions ci-dessus indique , 
Mow " " ...™,,.,,,!*, voyageant far le chemin d. fe, «rout, quell, que .o.t 

l '" r SSl participer 4 U eeue.ituji.. du 

de la nouvelle 8ocidt6 par un apport personnel de fonds ; par centre, le Gouvernement 
de la ftemibbque s’est engagd a garantir au Itegus le remboursement d une cteance 
importante qu’il a & faire valoir centre les anciens concessionnaires pnvildgids du 

Chem i^autre e part, & la date du 20 Janvier dernier, le liquidator de la Compagnie 
Impdriale des*Chemins de Fer titliiopiens a 6te autorisd, par decision du President du 
Tribunal de Commerce de la Seine, b signer un engagement portant la cession de 
l’actif de cette Compagnie a une Socidte nouvelle agritee par le Gouvernement 
Francais. Cet engagement a ete sign6 le lendemain, 21 Janvier. 

En outre, j’aidte officieUement avise que la nouvelle Soctete sest assume le 
concours des Banques d’Indo-Chine, Soctete G&terale, Ctedit Lyonnais, Comptoir 
d’Escompte, Banque de Paris, Credit Industriel, Union Pansienne, Banque Branfaise. 
J’ai, d’ailleurs, eu soin de porter ces deux dermfcres informations, dfes leur reception, 

k la connaissance de Mr. Hohler. 

Veuillez, &c. 

(Sign6) A. KLOBUKOWSKI. 


Inclosure 6 in No. 100. 

Sir J. Harrington to M. Klobukowski. 

vr i r llpacmp Adi# Ababa , February 13, 1908. 

^ I^HAVE to thank you for your letter of the 10th instant, and note the 

contents. ard g ^ Ooiicession that k to be granted to the new French 

Company °I shall be obliged by your assurance that the clause concerning the 
exemption of goods passing over the railway from “ taxes interieures existantes 
shall ^>e so worded that there is no engagement on His Majesty the Emperors part 

that he will maintain these taxes as regards goods entering by other routes. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) J. HARRINGTON. 


[1557] 
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Inclosure 7 in No. 100. 

M. Klobukowski to Sir J. Harrington. 

Mon cher Collogue, Legation de la Republique Franqaise en Ethiopia, 

EN reponse a la lettre que vous m’avlz ftdf 14 F f vrier ’ 1908 - 

ce mois, ic ne puis que von«? avez . 1 honneur de m 6crire le 13 de 

n’avons pas avec le Gouvemement EthiopLALAu^et V* ?^. dit , et dcrit : n °us 
Arrangements que ceux mentionn^s i .♦ j ^ du ° hemin de fer, d’autres 

desquels—ai-je besoin de le rappeler ?—L <An lettre A F4vrier et a propos 
parfaite entente avec le B -tannique et ItalL/en 

objection. gouvemement de la Republique, n’ont formule aucune 

Veuillez, &c. 

(Signd) a. KLOBUKOWSKI. 


Inclosure 8 in No. 100. 

M. Klobukowski to Sir J. Harrington. 

Mon cher Collogue Legation de la Republique Franquise en Ethiopie , 

DEPUIS votre arrive it Addis AW,/* 0, U 16 Wvrier ’ 1908 - 
avons correspondu longuemcnt. A Ababa ’ nous noU8 sommes entretenus et nous 

forme precise, St^conXsioS^VrMt utile U de d0lmer ’- ® ?■ m6me tem P s qu’une 
raon Gouvernement au suiet de la nortto tin v mdlquer le sentiment de 

1 Article 10 en particular P t6 ° d ° 1 AcCOrd de 1906 en general, et de 

Le but de 1’Accord est nettement ddfini dans le prdambule — 

&4„ P r“ ir “ PS “ <l0 tr °” b "‘ d “* l« o^ition. politique, de l'Emp ire 

“ d^cZ™s4™”de“SoTZ;“S SupiT' C0Me ™ '* °°" ,1 “ ile 4 ! "™' «» 

iutOrdts respechYsf il’ne'rlisulte ^dldonml’ 0 ' 8 ldt f. ts .. s iS“ ata 'tes, protegeunt leurs 
quelconque des trois Puissances. 1 geS prAjudiciables aux intdrets de l’une 

il a pour objectif, d^T^art 0 d*emD6cher kIeme r' t le * <5cution du troisidme point ; 
Anglais, ou Italien, entreprcnne en faveur d’intero^ „!« Re P rd8eata .? ts ’ Erancais, 
line action nuisible aux intdrets dont in ri 'p \ nationaux dont il a la charge 
P*rt, d’assurer fc " ■* » •» eollSgue^ et, d'.ug 

un intent conciliable avec les stinulat mT Re P^ senta nts qm en aurait besoin, dans 
deal, college,,. M ,i, cet IS“o L »»™T t I™''? “^tetiou de» 
d entrainer, pour chacun des Represen tent? AaA- A ?° tr , ayis * a ™ir pour effet 
Pr f 1 d n a " CUne iD «i a tive personnel^ Stricle de ne 

prdalable de ses colRgues, et de ne soumettre I s d 2 B sans Sentiment 

cur d '» «■*«*. dwr.s p KSdTrxis 

uioyen i’Sl'l.a ™ “Sou ^" m‘S» tmiSle* 1 a.^ 800 “■> “®me un 

contraire, comme un modus j- • amtcale sur son Gouvemement, mais au 

rivalite, nous permet, avec une entidm libert^de^neil^ 6 AA’ t0Ute division » toute 
son pays avec les ndtres de l,,).!!?” ’t ? Clherles besoms, les intents de 

fois utiles k ses sujets et profitlblej fnaTnoff* m4re d<Ulbdrati °n> les rdformes a la 
et un Souverain—que, suivant l’h PnrA natlonau ^ i en un mot, d’dtablir entre nous 

I'™";*'. « oou pa, intimider—un couralt'dfSw 9 S ' r I , d ” , “ <l Gre J'' n f *"‘ 

Sttar ami “ ,e ei “ dirid »"'. -sssjssk: i-iasas. 1 * 

.p&io'i’mltlSio!^j"”"&5qS?oSS q “ Ue ' “ de “* 

Ce .et. dgalemonl, » 
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Addis-x4.baba, car il est au meme degr4 que moi—et comme vous, je n'en doute pas— 
conscient, aussi bien des avantages que doit avoir pour les contractants l’application 
loyale de PAccord de 1906, que des graves difficultes auxquelles donnerait lieu une 
interpretation divergent^ de certaines de ses clauses. 

Pcrmettez-moi, mon cher coll&gue, de profiter de cette occasion pour faire 
mention ici d’une question ou nos int6rets sont directcment engages et sur laquelle, 
le moment venu, vous jugerez expedient, je l’esp^re, de renseigner notre Legation 
aussi compl^tement que je viens de le faire moi-m^me, a votre demande, pour une 
affaire, cependant, exclusivement Fran^aise, celle du chemin de fer de Djibouti a 
Addis-Ababa. 

Je veux parler du projet de transformation de la Banque d’Abyssinie en Banque 
d’Etat qui a fait notoirement Pobjet de nombreux pourparlers entre le Gouvernement 
Ethiopien et la “National Bank of Egypt.’’ Comme il 6tait vraisemblable que la 
Legation Britannique ne dht pas se desint^resser de cet important projet, j’ai pris la 
liberty de m’enqu^rir h ce sujet, successivement, aupr&s de Mr. Hobler et aupr&s de 
vous. 

Il serait tr6s agr^able h notre Legation de recevoir, le cas 6ch4ant, des informa¬ 
tions sur une question qu’elle ne connalt encore que par la rumeur publique, et dont 
vous estimerez, je me plais h. le penser, qu’un accord pr^alable avec nous faciliterait 
la discussion et la solution 6ventuelle. 

Veuillez, &c. 

(Sign6) A. KLOBUKOWSKI. 

P.S.—Je vous serais tr£s oblige de me cominuniquer les observations que vous 
aura suggdr^es la lecture de cette lettre, dont j’enverrai la copie a Paris par le procliain 
courrier. 

A. K. 


Inclosure 9 in No. 100. 

Sir J. Harrington to M. Klobukowski. 

My dear Colleague, Adis Ababa , February 18, 1908. 

I WAS sorry to hear you were unwell this morning and unable to attend the 
races, as I counted on being able to show you the inclosed telegram, which I propose 
seuding my Government, so that you could change it in case there is any misunder¬ 
standing on my part of what passed at our last meeting. 

Hoping you are better, yours, &c. 

(Signed) J. HARRINGTON. 


Inclosure 10 in No. 100. 

Draft of Telegram from Sir J. Harrington to Sir Edward Grey . 

RAILWAY question. 

M. Klobukowski has shown me his Agreement with Emperor concerning 
the railway and has informed me that the new Concession is signed. I particularly 
inquired concerning the wording of the clause exempting railway-borne goods from 
internal taxes in new Concession. lie assured me that wording was the same as that 
in his Agreement, viz.:— 

“Par contre, les marchandises empruntant la voie fcrrce, h l’exclusion des 
marchandises acheminees par tout autre mode de transport, seraient exemptees des 
taxes interieures de p6age et de transit.” 
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Inclosure 11 in No. 100. 

^L Klobukowski to Sir J. Harrington. 

r_ i n llx Legation de la Republique Iranqaise en Ethiopie , 

Mon cher Coll&gue Addis-Ababa, lr 18 FeW, 1908. 

JJi vous remercie do votre communication. 

de vout dcrire 60 * aj ° Ut0r SUr Cette question k ce que j’ ai eu Hionnenr de vous dire et 

S r PPreSSi011 P ? rt !? r le - S ! axes int(5rie ures dont seront exempts lea seules 
marcnandises empruntant la voie ferrde. 

Bien h vous, 

(Signd) A. KLOBUKOWSKI. 


Inclosure 12 in No. 100. 

Sir J. Harrington to M. Klobukowski. 

My , Adis Ababa, February 20, 1908. 

I HAV L the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 16th February 

vnnriw^ r f t 6 HT* of the 1906 Agreement, there is no question but 

Art * cle 10 1S 80 lotaI1 y divergent from that which I understand 

mei stir by m /, G r™ ent ’ that 1 think ;t b etter our respective Govern- 
ments should be requested to define its exact signification. 

S re ^ rds the Bank of Abyssinia, 1 have not spoken to the Emperor about its 
affairs and have no intention of doing so. 1 

Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) J. HARRINGTON. 


t 8914 ] No. 101. 

/X- . , . . Sw Edward Grey to Mr. Lister.* 

(No. 24. Africa.) 

Sir 

T TR A Tvonv/rnp + , Foreign Office^ March 21, 1908. 

* 1 Y > /?. U herewith copies of telegraphic correspondence with His 

difference fnX vW^f 8 WMch h that there is considerable 

Rttinrl a l 1 °- ? lr J ' namn g ton and of the French Representative in 

ArtiClel ° ° f the Tri P artite Agreement of 

Gov ? rn , men t have made certain proposals, of which a copy is also 
Powe^ instructions to be sent to the Representatives of the limitrophe 

Poners in Abyssinia, which would obviate the possibility of any such divergence of 

8 r t ’tw enS l lr °, Un f nimit - v . of action b y th e three Powers, and 7 1 am only I waiting 
r J ' Harrington s_observations on the-e suggestions before signifying to the Italian 
Goiernmeat that His Majesty’s Government are prepared to discuss them, 
no )„(u n8lder ’ however, that in the meantime the views of His Majesty’s Government 
as to the proper interpretation of Article 10 should be made quit e J clear both to the 
1 encli and Italian Governments, and I request, therefore, that you will give M. Pichon 
a Memorandum stating that since it is important that there should be a deS 
understanding as to the interpretation of Article 10 of the 1906 Agreement which is 
apparentiy not the case at present. His Majesty’s Government think it well to place 
Trim!the" ^ e ^ ore th ® two>co-Signatory Powers. This view is that Article 10 of the 

AbvsJnia A Md e ^ot nt ^ aPP M 8 £ 1 cbe ,S elle 1 r ? 1 Policy of the three Signatory Powers in 
Abjssima, and not (as M. Klobukowski contended) merely to Article 3 of the 

Agreement, which is confined to one point only, that of the policy to be pursued in 
the event of rivalries or internal changes in Abyssinia. ' P 

1 have addressed a similar despatch to His Majesty’s Ambassador at Rome. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


* Also to Sir E. Egerton, No. 8, Africa, mutatis mutandis. 

t No. 41. 



t Nos. 91, 92, 94, and 96. 
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[10007] No. 102. 

Count de Bosdari to Sir Edward Grey. —( Received. March 23.) 

Excellency, Italian Embassy, March 19, 1908. 

I CONVEYED tbe contents of vour Excellency’s note of tbe 18tb ultimo to my 

Government. , * , , , , 

I have tbe honour to state that tbe French Government have not yet replied to 

the observations which, as recorded in the Marquis di San Giuliano’s note to your 
Excellency of the 1st ultimo, the Italian Government considered it desirable to make 
against tbe clause under which the Abyssinian Government would maintain transit 
dues and tolls, besides the Customs Tariff, on goods carried from and through 
Abyssinia by means other than the Jibuti-Addis Abeba Railway. 

While waiting for the French reply on this point, my Government would be glad 
to learn the views of the British Government thereon. The Marquis di San Giuliano 
discussed the matter verbally with your Excellency on the 31st January, and your 
Excellency reserved your answer as regards the difficulty raised by the Italian 
Government until you had had time to study the question. # , 

In anticipation of the reply which my Government desire to obtain rrom the 
British Government, independently of the answer from the French Government, I 

have ’ &C ' (Signed) A. de BOSDARI. 


[10271] No - 103 - 

Memorandum communicated by Count Benckendorff , March 24, 1908. 

LE Gouvernement Imperial serait desireux de connaitre dans ses details le projet 
pour la defense des Legations a Addis-Ababa, avec la description topographique generate, 
et en particular celle de 1’emplacement on, dans l’idee de Sir J. Harrington, il y aurait 
lieu de transporter les Legations; le Gouvernement Imperial tiendrait a se rendre 
compte s’il s’agirait de tirer parti de quelque construction existante, ou bien s ils agirait 
de constructions entierement nouvelles pour sennr d habitations aux Representants 

^trangers^ouvernement Imperial tiendrait aussi a connaitre l’avis du Gouvernement de 
Sa Majesty Britannique sur le projet du Representant Russe concernant 1 organisation 
de la meme defense, projet exigeant des depenses beaucoup moms considerables. 

En effet, il s’agirait, d’apres ce projet, de— 

930 livres environ pour installation de contrevents et portes metalliques, et de 
plafonds impenetrates pouvant supporter le poids de sacs de sable; 

650 livres environ pour conduits d’eau et citernes ; 

550 livres environ pour renouvellement de rations pour 50 homines ; 

2,100 livres pour cadeaux, &c. 

En outre, d’apres des ren-eignements pris aupres du Gouvernement Fran<?ais, ce 
dernier n’aurait re<?u aucune communication a ce sujet du Gouvernement Britannique. 


[10295] Na 104 ’ 

Sir F. Bertie to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 26.) 

( g No - 17 ’ } Paris, March 24, 1908. 

1T ’ I HAVE the honour to inform you that I have this day addressed a Memorandum 
to the French Government in the sense of your despatch No. 24, Africa, of the 
21st instant, respecting the views of His Majesty s Government on the interpretation of 
Article 10 of the Tripartite Agreement concerning Abyssinia. 

I inclose herewith a copy of the communication m question. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS BERTIE. 


[1557] Z 
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Inclosure in No. 104. 

Memorandum communicated by Sir F. Bertie to M. Pichon. 

IT has been brought to the notice of His Majesty’s Government that there appears 
to be a considerable difference in the views of His Majesty’s Representative in Ethiopia 
and M. Klobukowski as to the proper interpretation of Article 10 of the Tripartite 
Agreement of the 13th December, 1906. 

His Majesty’s Government consider that it is important that there should be a 
definite understanding on this question of interpretation, and they think it well to place 
their view before the two co-Signatory Powers. His Majesty’s Ambassador has 
accordingly been instructed by His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs to inform his Excellency the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the French Republic 
that, in the opinion of His Majesty’s Government, Article 10 of the Tripartite Agreement 
applies to the general policy of the three Signatory Powers in Abyssinia, and not (as 
M. Klobukowski appears to have contended) merely to Article 3 of the Agreement, 
which is confined to one point only, namely, that of the policy to be pursued in the 
event of rivalries or internal changes in Abyssinia. 

Parat, March 23, 1908. 


[10680] No. 105. 

Sir J. Harrington to Sir Edward. Grey. —[Received March 28.) 

(No. 17.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Adis Ababa , March 27, 1908. 

SOUTHERN frontier. 

The situation on the frontier becomes daily more difficult, owing to the ivory 
hunters. Has any decision been come to about protection of the line ? The present 
grant of 900Z. a-year is sufficient for the maintenance of twenty men only, whereas the 
Inspector requires a minimum of fifty men to be able to exercise anything approaching 
effective control. Have I your sanction to increase number, entailing an annual cost 
of 500/. ? I estimate that the Protectorate loses ivory to the value of over 3,000/ per 
annum, owing to inefficient protection. As an instance, 2,000/. worth has been taken 
by the Emperor, and I am at present in vain trying to secure its return. 


[10681] No. 106. 

Sir J. Harrington to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 28.) 

(No. 18.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Adis Ababa f March 27, 1908. 

DELIMITATION of southern frontier. 

The Emperor asks that Delme-Radcliffe should be appointed Commissioner to 
delimit frontier ; failing him, he will accept Gwynn. 

It is highly desirable that the work, which can commence in May, should be 
proceeded with as early as possible. 


[10704] No. 107. 

Sir F. Lascelles to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 30.) 

(No. 129.) 

Sir, Berlin , March 23, 1908. 

SOME time ago the “ National Zeitung ” announced that Herr Arnold Holtz had 
left Germany for Abyssinia on a private journey, unconnected in any way with official 
business. This morning the “Schlesische Zeitung” announces that it learns that 
Herr Holtz has acquired Concessions from the Emperor Menelek for the establishment 
of a service of motor-cars, for the foundation of trade Settlements, the construction of 
roads and bridges, and the introduction of a postal service into Abyssinia. The journal 
adds that England and France have endeavoured in vain to prevent the grant of these 
Concessions to Herr Holtz. 
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In quoting this piece of news from the “ Schlesische Zeitung ’ the German press 
is careful to state that the responsibility for the information rests with the Silesian 
newspaper. In official circles in Berlin it is stated that nothing is known of the reputed 
Concessions to Herr Holtz. 

T have <fec 

(Signed) FRANK C. LASCELLES. 


[10982] No. 108. 

International Ethiopian Railway Trust and Construction Company to Sir Edward Grey — 

(Received March 31.) 

gi r 34, Clement's Lane , London , March 30, 1908. 

ON the 26th February we had the honour to receive an acknowledgment of our 
letter of the 12th of that month, informing us that you had been good enough to 
make further representations to the French Government relative to our position in 
the affairs of the Imperial Ethiopian Railway Company. 

As we are still without any communication informing us of the nature of the 
reply to those further representations, we find ourselves reluctantly compelled to ask 
you to he so good as to take whatever steps may commend themselves to you to 
ascertain if the French Government is prepared to accede to the very reasonable 
proposal renewed in our letter of the 12tli February for the cession of our position 
either to the French Government or to its financial associates for a fair and adequate 
compensation. 

The grounds on which we venture to urge that the French Government should 
he asked to give a reply to this proposal without further delay arc as follows 

1. We cannot postpone indefinitely making a statement to the shareholders of 
the Ethiopian Railway Trust and Construction Company (Limited), whose interests 
we represent, and the Board must soon call together a General Meeting ol the share¬ 
holders, which is already considerably overdue. 

2. While our proposal is under the consideration of the French Government 
that Government is taking active measures to alter the status quo to the prejudice, of 
the rights of the existing shareholders and creditors of the Imperial Ethiopian 
Railway Company. 

Since we addressed you on the subject on the 12th February information has 
reached us from Abyssinia to the effect that the French Government, through its 
local Agents and Representatives, both in Abyssinia and the French Colony of 
Somaliland, is, either in its own name or in the name of the new Company which has 
been formed under its auspices, exercising rights of possession over the railway, 
notwithstanding the fact that, as we are advised, no legal transfer ol the assets ot the 
Imperial Ethiopian Railway Company has been made either to the French Govern¬ 
ment or to the new Company. _ « ", . 

In Paris a new Company has, in lact, been formed under the designation 

fi Compagnie du Chemin de Fer de Djibouti a Addis-Ababa with a share capital ot 
1 000 000 fr, power being taken to increase the share capital to 17,000,000 fr. 
and to issue debentures. This is the Company to which, under tlic menaces 
addressed to him by the French Government, the liquidator of the Ethiopian 
Railway Company has been authorized by the “ Juge-Commissaire to transfer 
the assets of that Company, though, as we have already indicated, the transfer 
has not been carried out, and has not received the assent either of the shareholders 

or of the creditors of the Company. _ , ^ 

The situation created by the action of the French Government is so extra¬ 
ordinary that we feel we shall have some difficulty in explaining to the British 
shareholders, who have invested their capital in a French Company under the 
circumstances set out in our letter of the 12th February, why their interests are 
treated with such gross and flagrant injustice by the Government of the Republic, 
while publicly professing that its attitude towards the Government and the people ot 

this country is not only friendly but cordial. 

We would again venture to point out in the most emphatic manner that the 
attitude hitherto maintained by the French Government towards those whose interests 


' 















we represent is in no way justified by the necessity of preserving the French character 
of the railway to Adis Ababa. 

From the moment when we became aware that His Majesty’s Government 
acquiesced in the construction and maintenance of the railway under exclusively 
French auspices, we have expressed our willingness to retire from the enterprise 
on the sole condition that reasonable compensation should be given for our commercial 
interests. It was therefore unnecessary for the French Government to wreck the 
Ethiopian Railway Company in order to get rid of “ foreign,” i.e., British, influence in 
that Company. 

In placing on record our thanks for the representations which have already been 
made by the Foreign Office to the French Government on behalf of the interests we 
represent, we would venture very respectfully to beg that you will give this matter 
your immediate attention, and to express the hope that we may receive a favourable 
reply at an early date. 

• Wa Iiqvp /iro 

(Signed) ’ OCHS BROTHERS, 

Managing Directors. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 108. 

Extract from the “ Bulletin du Comite' de VAfrique Frangaise ” of March 1908. 

[See Inclosure in No. 111.] 


Inclosure 2 in No. 108. 

Extract from the “ Revue de Kergali ” of March 28, 1908. 

VOICI exactement, pour rtpondre k diverses questions, oh en sont les choses en ce 
qui concerne la Compagnie du Chemin de Fer de Djibouti k Addis-Ababa: 

Le 30 Janvier un Accord a ttt signt entre la France, reprtsentte par 
M. Klobukow\ski, et Mtntlik, qui a transfer^ la Concession k une Socittt nouvelle que 
lui prtsentait le Gouvernement Francais, et constitute sous le nom de Compagnie du 
Chemin de Fer de Djibouti a Addis-Ababa. 

La mission extraordinaire de M. Klobukowski a Addis-Ababa ttant alors heureuse- 
ment remplie, M. Brice, notre nouveau Ministre en Ethiopie, a pris les services de 
son poste. 

Dans les premiers jours de Ftvrier, une Convention a ttt signte entre le 
Gouvernement et les reprtsentants de la Compagnie nouvelle. Cette Convention 
rtgle le concours que l’Etat devra donner a la Socittt pour assurer l’achtvement de la 
ligne. Elle devra done etre soumise a la ratification des Cbambres. Mais, en 
attendant, la Compagnie du Chemin de Fer de Djibouti a Addis-Ababa—constitute, il 
convient de le rappeler, par un consortium de tous les grands ttablissemcnts de ertdit 
du pays—va faire immtdiatement sur place les ttudes lui permettant de commencer, 
dans le plus bref dtlai possible, les travaux que le Negous, d’aprts les nouvelles revues 
d’Addis-Ababa, attend avec une vive impatience. 

Deux missions techniques, l’une constitute par la Compagnie et l’autre par le 
Gouvernement, se sont embarqutes sur le paquebot du 25 Mars pour faire de concert 
Ttvaluation des travaux ntcessaires pour parer aux malfa 9 ons de la ligne jusqu’a Dirt- 
Daoua et prolonger sa construction jusqu’it Addis-Ababa. 

Le Conseil d’Administration de la nouvelle Socittt est compost de MM. Roume, 
President; Boucard, H. E. Boyer, Caraby, Einhorn, Gtntral Famin, de la Fontaine, 
Octave Homberg, Lauren 9 on, Charles Michel, Raindre, Marquis de Reverseaux, 
Administraleurs. M. Octave Homberg a ttt nommt Administrateur-Dtltgut. En 
outre, Fun des Administrateurs, M. H. E. Boyer, a ttt chargt par le Conseil d’une 
mission sptciale auprts de l’Empereur Mtntlik. 


[11078] 
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No. 109. 

Memorandum communicated by M. Cambon , March 31, 1908. 

L’AMBASSADEUR de France s’ttait empresst de transmettre k son Gouveme- 
ment le Mtmorandum relatif k la rtclamation de F “ International Ethiopian 
Railway Trust and Construction Company ” contre la liquidation de la Compagnie 
Imptriale des Chemins de Fer Ethiopiens que le Secrttaire d’Etat pour les Affaires 
Etrangtres avait bien voulu lui remettre le 21 Ftvrier dernier. 

Le Gouvernement de la Republique a examint ce Mtmorandum avec la plus 
grande attention, mais cette ttude ne Fa point ament k modifier ses vues, et il est 
obligt de maintenir les dtclarations contenues dans la note de M. Paul Cambon en 
date du 31 Janvier dernier. 

Cette note donnait dans son dernier paragraphe le texte des rtserves sous lesquelles 
avait ttt donnte Fautorisation ministerielle du l er Mars, 190b, dent fait principalement 
etafc F “ International Ethiopian Railway Trust.” Ces rtserves dtgageaient eompltte- 
ment la responsabilitt du Gouvernement Francais tant au regard de la Compagnie 
Imptriale des Chemins de Fer Ethiopiens que vis-a-vis des tiers queleonques. La 
Soeittt Anglaise n’ignorait pas la valour de ces rtserves lorsqu’elle a prett son concours 
a la Compagnie Imptriale, et elle est aujourd’hui mal fondte a revendiquer un trait e- 
ment priviltgit que le Gouvernement de la Republique ne lui a pas reconnu. 

D’autre part, le Mtmorandum du 21 Fevrier dernier attire Fattention sur “ ce 
fait que le gage del’ ‘International Ethiopian Railway Trust* aurait ttt maintenant 
dtfinitivement rtduit a une fraction de sa valeur par Intervention rtcente du 1 
Gouvernement Fra^ais, qui aurait insistt pour la cession de l'actif de la Compagnie 
des Chemins de Fer Ethiopiens a une Compagnie nouvelle, sous la menace d’une 
dtchtance forcte, et k un prix que le liquidateur officiel considtrerait lui-mtme 
comme insuffisant et qui serait de beaucoup inftrieur k son tvaluation la plus 
modtrte.” 

L’intervention du Gouvernement Fran 9 ais dans la liquidation de la Compagnie 
Imptriale des Chemins de Fer Ethiopiens est ainsi prtsentte d’une manitre inexacte. 
La liquidation de la Compagnie Imptriale se poursuivait suivant la proetdure ltgale, et 
si le Gouvernement Fra^ais esfc interveuu dans Facte de cession consenti par le 
liquidateur k une Compagnie nouvelle, son intervention a eu pour but de prottger 
les inttrets de tous les crtanciers inttresses. 

Les agissements de la Compagnie Imptriale des Chemins de Fer Ethiopiens, et 
notamment les dernitres optrations qu’elle avait iaites avec 1* “ International Ethiopian 
Railway Trust and Construction Company,” avaient pour resultat d’accroitre indefini- 
ment son passif et de l’acculer ainsi a la faillite. Ces agissements constituaient en 
outre la violation flagrante de la Convention qui la liait a l'Etat Fran 9 ais et pla 9 aient 
par suite cette Compagnie sous le coup de la dtchtance. L’Etat Franyais avait 
ltgalement le droit et le pouvoir de faire prononcer cette dtchtance, qui aurait entraint 
la confiscation de l’actif de la Compagnie Imptriale des Chemins de Fer Ethiopiens et 
la suppression radicale du gage des crtanciers. 

On ne saurait done, pour soutenir les revendications de F “ International Ethiopian 
Railway Trust,” tirer argument de l’intervention du Gouvernement Fra^ais, qui, dans 
la forme ou elle s’est produite, a eu pour effet de sauvegarder les inttrtts de tous les 
crtanciers et, en constquence, ceux des porteurs Anglais. 

Ambassade de France , Londres , 
le 30 Mars , 1908. 


[10680] No. 110 * 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir J. Harrington. 

(No. 7. Africa.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office , April 1 , 1908. 

SOUTHERN frontier. Your telegram No. 17. 

On the arrival of a despatch on this subject, which should reach you about the 
14th instant, I should be glad if you would telegraph to me your views. 

Regarding the proposal contained in your telegram, I am consulting the Colonial 
Office on the matter. 
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No. 111. 


Sir F. Bertie to Sir Edward Grey .—{Received April 2.) 


(No. 20. Africa.) 

Slr ’ T n , m , . Paris, March 30, 1908. 

, J1AVL , the honour to transmit to you herewith, extracted from the “Bulletin 
du Comite cie 1 Afrique Frangaise," an article respecting the Ethiopian Railway 
negotiations. J 

The article mentions the signature of the Agreement between M. Klobukowski 
and the Emperer Menelek on the 30th January last for the transfer of the Concession 
to a new Company supported by the French Government, and called “ La Compaimie 
du Chemin de Fer de Djibouti a Addis-Ababa.” A Convention, this article states, 
was sipcd between the French Government and the new Company in the first days 

° 4 . uv T uar ^* llew Company, formed by a consortium of the chief credit 

establishments of France, intends to initiate at once the preliminary studies for the 
new works. 1 wo Technical Committees, one constituted by the Company and the other 
by the Government, were to leave for Abyssinia on the 25th instant. 

The article concludes by a protest against the intrigues which it alleges have been 
carried on by certain persons belonging to the old Company, and which had for their 

Government WreCkmg ° f ^ 8 ° lution of the ( l uestion adopted finally by the French 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS BERTIE. 


Inclosure in No. 111. 

Extract from the “ Comite' de V Afrique Frangaise” March , 1908. 

a appremant que la nomination de M. Klobukowski au gouvernement general 

de IJncIo-Lnme est probable, sinon encore officielle, nos lecteurs se seront doutes qu’un 
nouveau pas decisif a 6te fait dans la question du Chemin de Fer d’Ethiopie, pour la 
solution brangaise de laquelle nous avons luttd pendant trois ans. Voici, en effet, oil 
en sont les choses : Le 30' Janvier Y Accord a ete signe entre la France, representee par 
M. Klobukowski, et Menelik, qui a transfer^ la Concession a une Society nouvelle que 
lui presentart le Gouvernement Frangais, et constitute sous le nom de “ Compagnie du 
Chemin de fer de Djibouti a Addis-Ababa.” 

La Mission Extraordinaire de M. Klobukowski a Addis-Ababa etant alors heureuse- 
ment remplie, M. Brice, notre nouveau Mimstre en Ethiopie, a pris les services de son 

pOBlG. 

Dans les premiers jours de Fevrier une Convention a ete signee entre le 
Gouvernement et la Compagnie nouvelle. Cette Convention, dont notre dernier 
bulletin indiquait les grandes lignes, regie le contours que 1’Et.at devra donner a la 
bociete pour assurer 1 achevement de la ligne. Elle devra done etre soumise a la 
ratification desChambres. Mais, en attendant, la Compagnie du Che min de Fer'de 
Djibouti a Addis-Ababa, constitute, il convient de le rappeler, par un consortium de 
tous les grands etablissements de credit du pays, va faire immediatement sur place les 
etudes lui permettant de commencer, dans le plus bref delai possible, les travaux que 
le JNegous, d apres les nouvelles que nous recevons d’Addis-Ababa, attend avec une vive 
impatience. Deux Missions Techniques, l’une constitute par la Compagnie et l’autre 
par le Gouvernement, s embarqueront sur le paquebot du 25 Mars pour faire de concert 
Revaluation des travaux necessaires pour parer aux malfa ? ons de la ligne jusqua Dirt- 
Daouah et prolonger sa construction jusqu’a Addis-Ababa. 1 

Les choses sont donc en bonne voie et suivent leur cours normal. On s’ttonnera 
peut-etre cependant d apprendre que des hommes appartenant a l’ancienne Compagnie 
° U T ^ d el , le , essaient enco ™ de barrer la route a la politique du Gouverne- 
r \ Ahal!TA p U eCh ° de % mtrl g« e s qu’ils ont tenttes, tout dermerement encore, 
A / t P n n8 ’ P ° Ur falre e °i 10uer la solution F ran 9 aise, qu’ils ont toujours 
HAW d! V q * Ue le t Gouve f nement a fini par adopter, malgrt tous leurs efforts A 
defaut de toute autre vertu, on est done obligt, tout au moins, de reconnaitre de 
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Taudace a des personnages auxquels la revelation de faits, tels que ceux de la gestion 
de l’ancienne Compagnie, n’a pas pu imposer le silence. On peut, en verite, dire 
d’eux, mais avec moins d’admiration que Napoleon ne le disait des Russes, qu il est 
des gens quil faut tuer deux fois pour les faire tomber. 


[10681] 


No. 112. 

Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 


► 


Sir, 


Foreign Office , April 2, 1908. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to transmit to you herewith, to be laid 
before the Earl of Elgin, a paraphrase of a telegram which he has received from His 
Majesty’s Minister at Adis Ababa in regard to the delimitation of the southern frontier 

of Abyssinia.... , , 

Sir John Harrington states that it is desirable that delimitation should be proceeded 
with as soon as possible, and that the Emperor Menelek is desirous that Lieutenant- 
Colonel Delme Radcliffe, or, failing him, Major Gwymie, should be employed as 


Commissioner. 

Sir Edward Grey would be glad to be favoured with the Earl of Elgin s opinion 
in regard to the appointment of the above-named officers. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


L10680] 


No. 113. 

Foreign Office to Colonial Office . 




gj r ^ Foreign Office , April 2, 1908. 

* WITH reference to the letter from this Department of the 20th ultimo, respecting 
protection of the frontier between Abyssinia and the East Africa Protectorate, .1 am 
directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to transmit to you herewith, to be laid before the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, a paraphrase of a telegram which has been received 
from His Majesty’s Minister at Adis Ababa in regard to the matter.f 

I am to observe that some time must necessarily elapse before a scheme for the 
efficient protection of the frontier can be drawn up and brought into working order ; 
and in these circumstances Sir J. Harrington’s suggestion as to an immediate increase 
of the Inspector’s escort seems worth consideration, more especially as the additional 
expenditure involved is only 500 1, while the loss in ivory to the Protectorate, in 
consequence of inefficient protection of the frontier, is estimated by Sir J. Harrington 

at 3,000/. . , 

In these circumstances, perhaps, Lord Elgin might be willing to approach^ tho 

Treasury with a view to obtaining their sanction to the additional expenditure of 500/. 

advocated by Sir J. Harrington. 

For the arrangements made when Mr. Zaphiro was appointed inspectoi oL the 
frontier, I am to refer to the letter from this Department of the 4th January, 1907. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


[11279] 


No. 114. 

Sir F. Bertie to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 3.) 


(No. 22. Africa.) 

. Paris , April 1, 1908. 

* 0'S receipt of your despatch No. 16, Africa, of the 27th February in regard to 
the Ethiopian Railway, I addressed a communication to the French Minister for 
Foreign Alfairs inquiring whether His Majesty’s Government were correct in assuming 
that the “interior taxes” alluded to in M. Geoffray’s note of the 8th January last 
refer only to road-tolls and transit dues, and not to any other dues or taxes levied by 
the Abyssinian Government within their frontiers. 


* No. 106. 


t No. 105. 
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1 have the honour to transmit to you herewith a copy of M. Pi chon’s reply r 
stating that the interior taxes from which goods carried by the railway are to be 
exempted comprise the whole of the dues levied by the Abyssinian Government on 
goods transported by road and hy caravan between Dirr6-Daoua and Adis Ababa, 
exclusive of the customs duties. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS BERTIE. 


Inclosure in No. 114. 

M. Pichon to Sir F. Bertie. 

PAR un aide-mdmoire en date du 29 Fdvrier dernier, son Excellence T Ambassa¬ 
dor d’Angleterre a bien voulu exprimer le ddsir de connaitre quelles sont les taxes 
interieures dont seront exernpt^es les marchandises transposes par le chemin de fer 
de Djibouti h Addis-Ababa et qui acquitteront, par contre, une taxe de 6 pour cent 
ad valorem. 

Le Ministre des Affaires fitrangkres a l’honneur de faire connaitre a Sir Francis 
Bertie que les taxes intdrieures dont seront exemptdes les marchandises transposes 
par le chemin de fer comprennent 1’ensemble des droits que le Gouvernement 
fithiopien pei^oit actuellement sur les marchandises transport des, par les routes et par 
caravanes, de Dirrd-Daoua & Addis-Ababa, ou rdciproquement, abstraction faite, bien 
entendu, des droits de douane. 

Paris , le 31 Mars , 190S. 


[10007] No. 115. 

Sir Edward Grey to Count de Bosdari. 

kb** Foreign Office , April 8, 1908. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 19th ultimo, 
in which you request to be furnished with the views of His Majesty’s Government in 
regard to the maintenance of the transit dues and tolls in addition to the Customs 
Tariff on goods carried from and through Abyssinia by means other than the Jibuti- 
Adis Ababa Railway. 

In reply, I regret to have to inform you that I am still without the necessary 
elements for expressing a definite opinion on the subject. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY.. 


[12316] No. 116. 

Count do Bosdari to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 10.) 

(Translation.) 

Sir, ^ Italian Embassy , London , April 8, 1908. 

WITH reference to the note which you were good enough to address to the 
Marquis of San Giuliano, under date of the 31st January last, in regard to the identic 
instructions to be given to the Representatives of Italy, Great Britain, and France, at 
Adis Ababa, I have the honour to inform you that the Italian Government have 
received intelligence that the new French Minister has arrived in the Abyssinian 
capital. In a conversation held by him with Count Colli and Sir John Harrington, 
he declared that he had received formal orders from the Government of the Republic 
to await the instructions which will be communicated to him in connection with the 
proposal put forward by the Italian Government, for identic instructions to be given 
by the respective Governments to the Representatives of the three Powers in Ethiopia, 
and therefore to reserve his opinion about them, as he had not been questioned on the 
matter by his Government. 

As it is the opinion of the Italian Government that it is to the common interest 
of the three Powers not to put off any further the task of drawing up the identic 
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instructions, the Italian Ambassador at Paris has been directed to ask M. Pichon to 
hasten, as far as possible, his reply on the matter. 

His Excellency Senator Tittoni has accordingly charged me to ask you to bring 
pressure to bear on the French Government in the same sense. 

In anticipation of such communications as you may be good enough to address 

to me on the subject, I avail, &c. itjt 

(Signed) A. de BOSDARI. 


12324] 




No. 117. 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(Received April 10.) 


g* r Downing Street , April 9, 1908. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Elgin to acknowlege the receipt of your letter of the 
2nd April on the subject of the delimitation of the southern frontier of Abyssinia. 

2. l am to request you to inform Secretary Sir Edward Grey that Lord Elgin is ot 
opinion that if Major Gwynn is available he should be employed as Commissioner on 
the delimitation. 

3. If Sir E. Grey concurs, Lord Elgin will cause steps to be taken as soon as 
possible to obtain the approval of the Lords Coimnissioners of the Treasury to the 
expenditure involved by the delimitation, and to arrange with the War Office lor the 

selection of the members of the Commission. , ... , 

4. His Lordship would suggest that Dr. R. E. Drake Brockman ol the Somaliland 
Protectorate should accompany the Commission as medical officer. He is admirably 
fitted for the post. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) R. L. ANTROBUS. 


\ 


[12324] 


No. 118. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir J. Harrington. 

(No. 8.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office , April 10, 1908. 

SOUTHERN frontier delimitation. 

I presume that Emperor Menelek wall have no objection to the appointment of 
Major Gwynn as Senior Boundary Commissioner, and Captain Maud as Second 
Commissioner. Captain Maud has an intimate knowledge of the country. 

See your telegram No. 18, received on the 28th ultimo. 




> 


[12425] 


No. 119. 


Sir J. Harrington to Sir Edward (irey.—(Received April 11.) 

(No. 10.) 

Adis Ababa , March 21, 1908. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 4 dated the 13th January last, I have the 
honour to submit the following observations :— 


I have no further information regarding the new Franco-Abyssinian Treaty of 
Commerce other than that given in Mr. Holder’s despatches Nos. 82 and 88 of the 
10th and 19th December, 1907. Count Colli’s Report may be taken as substantially 
correct. 

Mr. Hohler has in the above-mentioned despatches drawn attention to the fact 
that M. Klobukowski has obtained the legalization of the system existing previous to 
his arrival as regards Europeans. The arrangement made has one advantage, in so far 
as it recognizes the jurisdiction of European Representatives over their own subjects. 

It has, however, the disadvantage that it practically admits Abyssinian jurisdiction 
over Europeans, which under existing circumstances is highly undesirable, as the 
written law in this country, even were it observed, which it is not, is utterly unsuited 
to modern conditions. 

The Treaty if ratified by the French Government will render, in my opinion, any 
[1557J 2 B 
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amelioration of the situation, owing to the peculiar sensitiveness of the Emperor 
Menelek where his sovereign rights are concerned, more difficult than ever. 

It is extremely difficult to suggest a scheme which would avoid the disadvantages 
of the system apparently agreed to by the French and yet be acceptable to the Emperor 
VT enelek 

The only alternative scheme I can suggest, though with little hope of success is 
that we should urge on the Emperor a revision of the existing Abyssinian written law 
so as to bring it more into line with present day needs, and the appointment by him 
of an European Judge to assist the Abyssinian Judges in dealing with cases in which 
Europeans are concerned. 

I have consulted with my Italian and French colleagues, the former favours my 
idea and so does the latter, who admitted that M. Klobukowski’s arrangement was, 
though an amelioration, not perfection, but he was careful to add that it was only a 
personal opinion and not that of the French Minister. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. L. HARRINGTON. 


i. 


[12439] 


No. 120. 

Sir E. Eger ton to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 11.) 


(No. 15. Africa.) 

gj r} Rome , April 7, 190S. 

I HAVE the honour to report that I yesterday addressed to Signor Tittoni a 
Memorandum in the terms of your despatch No. 8 of the 21st ultimo, placing on record 
the importance of a definite understanding as to the interpretation of Article 10 of the 
Agreement of 1906, which M. Klobukowski contended applied merely to Article 3 of 
the Agreement, which is confined to one point only. 

Signor Tittoni observed to me that M. Klobukowski appears to be a very inaccurate 
and troublesome colleague to the English and Italian Representatives, and he had more 
than once complained of him to M. Barrkre, and trusted he would not return in any 
capacity to Adis Ababa. 

I believe the Marquis di San Giuliano is due in Rome to-day, but will return to 
the country again before starting for London. 

L have &,c 

(Signed) ’ EDWIN H. EGERTON. 





[13302] No- 121- 

Sir J. Harrington to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 18.) 

(No. 12 ) 

* Adis Ababa , March 28, 1908. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your despatch No. J7 of the 
20th February last, and to submit the following observations. 

I can arrange for a certain amount of tuition in English being given in this 
Legation, with a view to training men as interpreters, but in my opinion, judging from 
personal experience of Abyssinians, no scheme which does not involve sending them 
away to complete their education elsewhere is likely to provide us with useful men. 
More than three quarters of the value of an interpreter consists in his understanding 
what he is talking about, and an Abyssinian who has never been outside his own country 
would be almost worthless as a medium for translation. 

As regards the legations of the other Powers, the Russians have met the difficulty 
by sending men to Russia to be educated, the French and Italians have the French 
Roman Catholic Mission at Harrar, and Swedish Mission in Erythraea respectively to draw 
on for promising men, whom they send to Europe. 

A number of French and Italian private individuals have taken Abyssinian servants to 
Europe, and given them a certain amount of education which gives these Powers a further 
supply of men to draw on. 

The Germans are, if anything, in a worse position than we, and 1 am unaware 

u hat they propose doing. . 

Every interpreter used by the various Legations at the present time has had a 

certain amount of edulation in Europe. 
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The question of the future supply of interpreters is a most difficult one, and 
rendered more complicated because it is almost impossible to obtam a g^ran ee ^o 
the cost of education should the men turn out unsatisfactory or security that they 

8erV ^^ only^ossible 8ohx^n°of the^uestion that occurs to me is to; establish a school 
in the LeSon with free education in Amharic and English for a limited number of 
boys and to send to England a certain number of the most promising to complete t 

education if we wish to obtain competent interpreters. 10 n; 

The experiment of a local school could be tried at an expenditure of 120/. 
ner annum for instructor and books and ML for temporary school bouse. 

P Education in England including travelling, clothes, &c., would cost about 80/. a hea 

PCr a EaiiiL some such scheme, the only alternative is to arrange for a supply of student 
interpreters asTs done in China. This plan, however, would still require a certain number 
of decently qualified native interpreters, and probably be found moie expensive t 

educating natives on the lines suggested. ^ have &c 

(Signed) J. L. HARRISGION. 


113303] No * 122 ‘ 

Sir J. Harrington to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 18.) 

(No. 13.) Adis Ababa, March 28, 1908. 

Sir ’ I HAVE the honour to acknowledge your despatch No. 9 of the 5th Fcljriiarylast 
forwarding a Spy of the Italian Ambassador’s note of the 22nd January, and to submit 

Z Ksi»i.n. i. ... .ha, 

£ PoS . “ ”orki. S in accord, but (hat France bn, ben grve. . ire. band by 

Sig,, ¥h7a P boTren,.rks .re made on the presumption that the induction, will be 
loyally obeyed. j h &c 

(Signed) J. L. HARRINGTON. 


[13480] Na 123 ' 

Sir J. Harrington to Sir Edward, Grey.— (Received April 18.) 

(No. 20.) Adis Ababa, April 17, 1908. 

(T61 ThE Empenir aecepts the Boundary Commissioners proposed in your telegram 

No. 8. 
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[13481] No. 124. 

Sir J. Harrington to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 18.) 

(No. 21.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Adis Ababa , April 17, 1908. 

YOUR despatch No. 26 of the 20th March and your telegram No. 7. 

The Frontier Inspectors can be placed under the control of the Legation, but 
before the Emperor is approaclred as to the proposed arrangement, I think it would be 
advisable that the frontier should be delimited. If the Frontier Inspector is given the 
number of men previously asked for, he will be able to carry on temporarily in the 
meantime. 

A despatch on the subject will follow by post. 


< 


[12316] No. 125. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Bertie. 

(No. 20. Africa.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , April 18, 1908. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 24, Africa, of the 21st March last, I 
transmit to you herewith a copy of a note which has been addressed to me by the 
Italian Chargd d* Affaires,* in regard to the identic instructions to be given to 
the Representatives of Great Britain, France, and Italy, at Adis Ababa, on the 
subject of the interpretation of Article 10 of the Tripartite Agreement of the 13th 
December, 1906. 

Count de Bosdari states that the Italian Ambassador at Paris has been instructed 
to request M. Pichon to hasten, as far as possible, his reply to the representations 
addressed to him in the matter, and requests that His Majesty’s Government will 
bring pressure to bear on the French Government in the same sense. 

You should take an early opportunity of expressing to the French Minister for 
Foreign Affairs the hope entertained by His Majesty’s Government that he may 
shortly be in a position to reply to the communication on the subject which was 
doubtless made to him in obedience to the instructions contained in my despatch 
No 24, Africa, of the 21st ultimo. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[12324] No. 126. 

Foreign Office to Colonial Office . 

Sii, Foreign Office, April 18, 1908. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 9th instant respecting the delimitation of the southern frontier of Abyssinia, and to 
transmit to you herewith, to be laid before the Secretary of State for the Colonies, a 
paraphrase of a telegram to His Majesty’s Minister at Adis Ababa, drafted with the 
concurrence of your Department, inquiring whether the appointment of Major Gwynne 
and Captain Maud as Commissioners would be agreeable to the Emperor Menelek.f 

Sir E. Grey will be glad if the Earl of Crewe will take the necessary steps to 
obtain the sanction of the Treasury to the expenditure involved by the labours of the 
Commission. 

Sir E. Grey concurs in the suggestion that Dr. Drake Brockman should accompany 
the Commission as medical officer. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


• No. 116. 


f No. 118. 
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[13556] No - 127 - 

Mr. O. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received April 21.) 

(No. 3. Africa.) Perfl) April 17, 1908. 

’ WITH reference to my despatch No. 2, Africa, of the f 
honour to report that I received yesterday a telegram from His Majesty s Ccmolrt 
Jerusalem, regarding a proposal made by the Mutessanf with a view to the settlement 
of the dispute between the Copts and Abyssmians. Negoti.ations bet 
RishoT) and the Abyssinian Bishop, who is now m Jerusalem, having pioved abort* , 
Hie Mutessarif 6 has suggested thafthe use of the Chapel of the Four Wsjoddte 
restored to the Abyssinians, but this compromise has not been well received by t 
Coptic Bishop. The Mutessarif had begged Mr. Blech to urge its acceptance o 
the Coptic Bishop, but he did not feel authorized to take any action in the matter nor 

has he been approached by either side. „. M an( i 

I telegraphed the substance of this communication to His Majesty s Agent an 
Consul-General at Cairo, informing him that this proposal had been made by order of 
the Sultan, and without the official knowledge of the Porte, whos 0 attitude P^i 

Majesty considers too uncompromising in view of the rights wffich the ^ ssl ^ u 
formerly enjoyed. I suggested that this concession which would grant only a small 
part of Oie Abyssinian claims might commend itself to Sir E. Gorst as a mea s 
closing a troublesome question, and in that case that the Coptic Bishop should be 

instructed to adopt a conciliatory attitude. ^ Lave &c 

(Signed) G. BARCLAY. 


[13481] No. 128. 

Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 

g. Foreign Office, April 23, 1908. 

’ WITH reference to the letter from this Department of the 2nd instant respecting 
the protection of the frontier between Abyssinia and the East Africa Protectorate 
am directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to transmit to you herewith, to be. laid beforeMhe 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, a paraphrase of a telegram on the subject t o 

His Majesty’s Minister at Adis Ababa.* i to the 

I am to inquire whether the Treasury has been approached m regard to the 

additicS SpSiwre of 5001. proposed b. Sir J. Horbgta %»**<**&£ 
the frontier, as suggested in the letter .from this Office above referred to, and, 

whether the Lords Commissioners have sanctioned this arrangement. 

1 am, <KC. 

(Signed) W. LANGLEY. 


[10271] Na 129 - 

Sir Edward Grey to Count Benckendorff. 

Yrrnr Fxcellencv Foreign Office , April 24, 1908. 

WITH reference to the inquiry made by your Excellency at this Department on 
the 24th March last respecting the defence of the Legations at Adis Ababa, Itovethe 
honour to inform your Excellency that when this question was firs * ^ 8CUS8e J 
the foreign Representatives in Abyssinia it seemed desirable to create a Legation 
quarter, somewhat on the lines of the foreign Legations at Peking, apart from the 

nat,V As t your° f Etwltency b ri doubtless aware, the grounds of the Russian and British 
Legations are contiguous, cover a considerable area, and are situated in a eompataively 
isolated position, north of the River Kabana. This position, which has the additiona 
advantage of a supply of pure and uncontaminated, water, seemed to be the best 
adapted^for the purpose required, and accordingly the German and Italian Govern- 

‘ No. 124. 

[1557] 6 C 
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merits are now constructing Legations in the same region, directly adjoining the 
Russian Legation on its western side. I understand that the new French Legation 
will be built on the site of the present house, south of the River Kabana, but 
quite close to the other Legations to the north of that stream, and I believe that a 
substantial bridge will connect it with its neighbours. 

The present British Legation is wholly unsuited for purposes of defence, and 
Sir J. Harrington’s scheme, which I had the honour to forward to your Excellency 
on the 23rd September, 1907, was based on the necessity of constructing a new 
building, a work which is now being undertaken. The German and Italian Govern¬ 
ments have equally been obliged to erect new buildings, but this consideration was 
never intended to apply to the Russian Legation, which I understand has only recently 
been finished. In this connection it appears to me probable that the project of 
the Russian Representative, to which your Excellency alluded when making 
your inquiry above referred to, has reference to the expenditure which he considers 
necessary in order to bring the existing Russian Legation into a condition to 
render it capable of meeting any attack, such as that for which the Legations of 
the other Powers are being designed, and thus able to take its share of a common 
defence. 1 am, however, requesting Sir J. Harrington to furnish me with a full 
report on the points raised by your Excellency, and I shall not fail to communicate 
his observations, when received, to your Excellency. 

I have also the honour to inform your Excellency that Sir J. Harrington’s scheme 
was communicated to the French Government on the 23rd September, 1907, at the 
same time as to your Excellency, and was by them referred to their Minister in 
Adis Ababa for his observations, which have not yet reached this Department. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[10271] No. 130. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir J. Harrington. 

(No. 37.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , April 24, 1908. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 10 of the 5th February last, relating to the 
question of the defence of the Legations at Adis Ababa, I transmit to you herewith a 
copy of a Memorandum which was communicated to me by the Russian Ambassador on 
the 24th ultimo, together with a copy of the reply which I have returned to his 
Excellency. 0 

I request that you will furnish me with any observations you may have to offer on 
this subject, and that you will inform me of the general state of this question at the 
present time. • 

Y'ou should at the same time forward a sketch map of the nature indicated by 
Count Benckendorff in his Memorandum. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[14362] No. 131. 

Sir F. Bertie to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 27.) 

(No. 28. Africa.) 

Paris , April 24, 1908. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 27, Africa, of the 22nd instant, I have the 
honour to transmit to you herewith copy of a Memorandum from the French Minister 
for Foreign Affairs respecting the interpretation of the Abyssinian Tripartite Agree¬ 
ment. 

M. Pichon states that the French Government are in complete agreement with the 
views held by His Majesty’s Government on the subject. These views are identical 
with those set forth in a letter from M. Klobukowski to Sir John Harrington dated the 
16th February last. A copy of this letter accompanies the Memorandum, and 


• Nos. 103 and 129. 
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M. Pichon explains certain points therein which may have caused an erroneous 
impression as to the meaning which M. Klobukowski attached to the interpretation of 
the Treaty. 

1 have &c. 

(Signed) ’ FRANCIS BERTIE. 


[ Inclosure 1 in No. 131. 

Memorandum communicated by M. Pichon to Sir F. Bertie. 

PAR une note en date du 23 Mars dernier I’Ambassadeur d’Angleterre a bien 
voulu exposer qu’il paraissait y avoir une difference considerable entre les vues du 
Reprdsentant Britannique et celles du Reprdsentant Frangais en Ethiopie au sujet de 
rinterprdtation de l’Article 10 de 1’AiTangemenfc du 13 Ddcembre, 1906, que son 
Gouvernement estimait desirable qu’une entente precise fut dtablie sur cette question, 
et que, dans l’opinion du Gouvernement de Sa Majesty, l’Article 10 de 1*Arrangement 
du 13 Ddcembre doit s’appliquer a la politique generate des trois Puissances Signataires en 
Abyssinie, et non pas (ainsi que M. Klobukowski semble l’entendre) specialement a 
1’Article 3 de 1’Arrangement qui vise uniquement le cas de la politique a suivre dans 
Pdventualitd ou des competitions ou des changements iuterieurs se produiraient eu 
Ethiopie. 

Le Ministre des Affaires Etrangbres a rhonneur de faire connaitre a son 
Excellence Sir Francis Bertie que l’opinion du Gouvernement de la Repubiique est- 
conforme a celle du Gouvernement Britannique, telle qu’ellc est exposee dans la note 
precitde, et que cette opinion concorde enticement avec les vues exprimees a ce sujet 
par M. Klobukowski dans une lettre adressee a Sir John Harrington le 16 Fdvrier, 1908, 
et dont la copie est ci-annexde. 

La pr^tendue divergence signalee comme existant entre les vues des Representants 
Frangais et Anglais sur cette question parait en effet rdsulter d’une interpretation 
erron^e de la lettre ci-jointe. Dans cette lettre M. Klobukowski n’a pas 4crit que 
l’Article 10 se rapportait a l’Article 3 de 1*Arrangement, mais, apr6s avoir expose en 
trois points le but de l’Arrangement du 13 D deem hr e, d’apr&s le preambule me me de 
cet Arrangement, il a exprime l’opinion que 1’Article 10 concernait specialement 
l’ex^cution du troisiCne point, e’est-adire: “ Pourvoir a ce que, de Taction des trois 
Etats Signataires protdgeant leurs interets respectifs, il ne r^sulte pas de dommages 
pr£judiciables aux interets de Tune quelconque des trois Puissances ” 

Si M. Klobukowski a cru devoir marquer dans sa lettre a Sir J. Harrington que 
l’Article 10 concernait specialement ce point du preambule, e’est parce qu’il a pense, avec 
raison, que e’etait dans Texercice de la protection des interets de leur Gouvernement 
et de leurs nationaux que les Repi-esentants des trois Etats Signataires trouveraient les 
occasions les plus frdquentes et les plus opportunes de s’inspirer des dispositions prevues 
k TArticle 10, mais il ne s’ensuit nullement dans Tesprit du Gouvernement de la 
Rdpubique, non plus que dans l’opinion do M. Klobukowski ou dans celle du Reprc- 
sentantl actuel Frangais a Addis-Ababa, que l’Article 10 nc soit pas applicable aux 
autres eventualites prevues dans T Arrangement du 13 Decembre, 1900, et a la politique 
generale des trois Puiassnces Signataires. 

Paris, le 22 Avril , 1908. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 131. 

M. Klobukowski to Sir J. Harrington. 

Mon cher CollCme, * Addis-Ababa, le 16 Fe'vrier, 190S. 

DEPUIS votre arrivee k Addis-Ababa, nous nous sommes entretenus et nous 
avons correspondu longuement. 

Pour completer nos dchanges de vues et leur donner, en merae temps qu’une 
forme precise, une conclusion, il me parait utile de vous indiquer le sentiment de mon 
Gouvernement au sujet de la portde de l’Accord de 1906 en general et de I’Arfcicle 10 
en particulier. 

Le but de l’Accord est nettement defini dans le preambule: (l) Prevemr toute 
espfcce de troubles dans les conditions politiques de l’Empire Ethiopien; (2) arriver k 
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une entente commune en ce qui concerne la conduite a suivre en eas d*un changement 
de situation dans cet Empire; (3) pourvoir a ce que de Taction des trois £tats 
Signataires prot^geant leurs intdr&ts respectifs, il ne rdsulte pas de dommages 
prejudiciables aux int£r£ts de Tune quelconque des trois Puissances. 

L’Article 10 de TAccord concerne sp&nalement T execution du troisteme point; il 
a pour objective, d’une part, d’emp^cher que Tun des Reprdsentants Eran£ais, Anglais, 
ou Italien, entreprenne cn faveur des interdts nationaux dont il a la charge une action 
nuisible aux intdrets dont la defense est confide a ses colldgues et, d’autre part, 
d’assurer eventuellement a celui de ses Reprdsentants qui en aurait besoin, dans un 
intdret conciliate avec les stipulations de TAccord de 1906, la coopdration de ses deux 
colldgues. Mais cet Article 10 ne saurait, a notre avis, avoir pour effet d’entralner, 
pour chacun des Reprdsentants a Addis-Ababa, Tobligation stricte de ne prendre 
aucune initiative personnelle, de ne rien faire ou rien dire sans Tassentiment 
prdalable de ses colldgues et de ne soumettre a son propre Gouvernement aucun 
projet avant d’en avoir obtenu une sorte d’autorisation de la part des Reprdsentants 
dtrangers. 

A Tdgard de Sa Majestd Mdndlik, TAccord de 1906 m’apparait, non comme un 
moyen d’exercer une pression au moins amicale sur son Gouvernement, mais, au 
contraire, comme un modus vivendi qui, supprimant entre nous toute division, toute 
rivalitd, nous permet, avec une entidre libertd, de concilier les besoins, les intdrets de 
son pays avec les notres, de lui suggdrer, aprds mftre ddlibdration, les rdformes a la fois 
utiles a ses sujets et profitables a nos nationaux; en un mot, d’dtablir entre nous 
et un Souverain—que suivant Theureuse expression de Sir Edward Grey il faut 
persuader, et non pas intimider—un courant de confiance prenant sa source dans une 
collaboration amicale et individuelle strictement respectueuse de Tinddpendance de son 
Empire. 

Telle est, mon cher colldgue, Tinterprdtation a laquelle, au cours de ma mission 
spdeiale en Ethiopie, je me suis appliqud a conformer rigoureusement ma conduite. 

Ce sera dgalement, j’en suis certain, Tattitude de notre nouveau Ministre k Addis- 
Ababa, car il est au memo degrd que moi—et comme vous, je n’en doutepas—conscient 
aussi bien des avantages que doit avoir pour les contractants l’application loyale de 
TAccord de 1906 que des graves difficultes auxquelles donnerait lieu une interprdtation 
divergente de certaines de ses clauses. 

(Signd) KLOBUKOWSKI. 


[14575] 


No. 132. 

Papers communicated by Mr, T. L. Gilmour , April 28, 1908. 


(i.) 

Concession granted by the Emperor Menelek to the New Ethiopian Railway Company, 

NOUS, Mdndlik II, Roi des Rois d’Ethiopie, transfdrons au Dr. Yitallien, en 
tant que reprdsentant de la nouvelle Socidtd des Chemins de Eer Ethiopiens, l’Acte de 
Concession donnd en 1894 (le l er Magabit de Tan de gr&ce 1886) a M. Alfred Ug, 
Ingenieur, et edde par ce dernier h une Compagnie, dans le but de construire et 
d’exploiter un chemin de fer, sous reserve des modifications qu’il nous a paru 
convenable d’apporter au dit Acte, et Tautorisons k construire un chemim de fer de 
notre frontidre a Addis-Ababa. 


Article l er . La Compagnie concessionnaire rentrera en possession du chemin de 
fer construit entre Djibouti et Dird-Daouali, Texploitera et prolongera la ligne jusqu’a 
Addis-Ababa. L’acquisition de la partie du chemin de fer entre notre frontidre et 
Dire-Daouah est a la charge de la nouvelle Compagnie. 

La Compagnie concessionnaire prendra dgalement k sa charge la crdance de 
2,300,000 fr. que ppssede l’Empereur contre les anciens concessionnaires privileges. 
Le Gouvernement Ethiopien et la Compagnie seront en collaboration dans Tentre- 
prise du chemin de fer, et se sont entendus a cet effet. Le Gouvernement fithiopien 
sera pour un quart dans l’entreprise du cbemin de fer, et ce quart sera reprdsentd soit 
par de Targent, soit par des travaux. Les travaux faits par le Gouvernement Ethiopien 
seront estimes et portes a son actif pour entrer dans la composition de son quart. Il, 
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**2 S dtpS^reconnue, la direction gdndrale du chemin.date scrape 
Dird-J)aouah aux Assabots, des Assabots & l’Aouache, et de l’Aouaohe k Addis-Ababa 

par Bessette Concession sera de quatre-ving^dix-neuf ans it 

dater du jour od lcs travaux seront terminds jusqu’i, Addis-Ababa et 1 exploitation 

COra D e ans 6 la region du chemin de fer entre Djibouti et Addis-Ababa le Gouvernement 

^ 

Sa»i pOOr l« durte des t.av.u, et le commeucement de taplo.t.tiou ... . 

■ntr '{fttfzssss rasa. ^ >•«,..»«» *1. 

Concession la Compagnie devra dtablir les trains ndeessaires pour le Berv.ce des 
marehandises et des P voyageurs. Elle devra entretemr toujours en bon dtat, pour 
SStaS b-S. du commerce, le matdriel de chemin de fer, et dviter toute 

intention C=on, le Gouvernement Ethiopien 

mesurera et donnera it la Compagnie les terrains ndeessaires ^ ^ construction du 
chemin de fer, des gares, des ateliers, et tout ce qui s y rapporte. En outre, 
Gouvernement Ethiopien concddera gratuitement a la Compagnie, pour le 
fer un e rne dont la largeur sera de 1,000 metres depuis la frontodre ]usqu it Dird- 
Daouali, de 200 metres entre Dird-Daouah et l’Aouache, et de 60 mdtres e ou< c 

k Ad Le'stSol des terrains concedes reste la propridtd du Gouvernement Ethiopien ' 
L’emplacement des gares sera fixd d’accord avec le Gouvernemen Ethiopien En 
L rv.^V»ili«aA.tinn ou de guerre la Compagnie sera tenue d arrdter les trains paitout 
oh ce dehors'des stations, pour charger ou ddcharger des 

troupes ou du matdriel de guerre. Dans ce cas le Gouvernement Ethiopien prdviendia 

k C Ta P clmpa d gnIe n est autorisde pour la construction et l’exploitation du chemin de 
fer k 1’exclusion de toute autre entreprise, a prendre gratuitement, sur les terrains 
f , exclusionddnendances, et partout oh ce sera ndeessaire, 

l’eau,le boi, I. che,., 

“Art ‘I “imp.™, concessionnaire toblira le long de la .oie i. »» Ms,»» 
fil tdldnhoniaue et tdldgraphique, et elle entretiendra les employes ndeessaires a so 
fonctionnement La Compagnie devra transmettre gratuitement par ce fil 

presentation de tourbillet augm enter son capital sans entente prdalable 

t Ethiopien II est, en outre, interdit k la Compagnie de disposer 

f C0 16 G SrX dfs en&ses autres que la construction et l’exploitation du 
thrmin de'fer P I1 est dgalement interdit k la Compagnie de edder le present contrat 
ou d’engagCT lechemm de fer en tout ou partie, par vente, par association, par 

location, ou par * 0 o ^p a ut ^ e “°J™ onnaitre au Gouvernement Ethiopien le montant de 

Le Gouvernement Ethiopien voulant vemr en aide k la Compagnie 
son c ^P lt ^ “ J t ' ion du C hemin dc fer, l’autorise k percevoir sur toutes les marchandises 
pour la coMtructmn du enem ^ p excep tion des marchandises du Gouvernement 

tr^po^es par lechemm dyer, ^ ^ ement 6tant en deh ors des droits de 

Ethiopien, u Gouvernement Ethiopien, et en plus des pnx de transport. La 

douane percus par 1^ Dird-Daouah. Elle sera applicable deux ans apres 

perception decette to Sur ce pavement de 6 pour cent, 4 pour cent 

L:r“n.‘C“= « 2 pel, cent s„.n. ve* au Go.™— 
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Etbiopien, qui, devant les utiliser au profit du pays, les emploiera a la construction de 
routes aboutissant au cbemin de fer. Seules les marchandises import^es et exportees 
par le cbemin de fer seront exempt 6 es jusqu’k leur lieu de destination de toute taxe 
en dehors des droits de douane. 

Art. 8 . Si les ressources provenant de son capital et de l’ensemble de ses recettes, 
augmentyes du montant du pr616vement de 4 pour cent sur les marcbandises autorisd 
par le Gouvernement Etbiopien, ne suflisent pas aux besoins de la Compagnie, celle-ci 
pourra recevoir l’aide du Gouvernement Fran 9 ais. Mais s’il n’y a pas de deficit la 
Compagnie ne pourra rieo recevoir du Gouvernement Fran 9 ais. 

Art. 9. La Compagnie ne pourra changer le lrac 6 de la ligne d 6 ja eonstruite ou a 
construire sur le territoire Etbiopien, ni faire des embranchements sans le consentement 
du Gouvernement Etbiopien. 

La Compagnie communiquera ses statuts au Gouvernement Etbiopien, et si ces 
statuts n’dtaient pas dtablis en conformity des clauses du prdsent contrat, elle serait 
tenue de les modifier sur la demande du Gouvernement Ethiopien. 

Art. 10. Le Gouvernement Ethiopien nommera un membrc pour le repr^senter 
dans le Conseil d'Administration de la Compagnie. La Compagnie fera connaltre au 
Gouvernement Etbiopien le nom de son President et celui de son reprysentant a 
Addis-Ababa. Si ce reprysentant dtait en dysaccord avec le Gouvernement Etbiopien 
la Compagnie devrait le remplacer. Pour assurer l’exycution du prysent contrat, le 
Gouvernement Ethiopien nommera un contrbleur. Ce contrdleur sera cbargy avec le 
contrbleur nommy par le Gouvernement Fran 9 ais de surveiller la construction et 
Texploitation du chemin de fer. Ces frais de contrfile seront k la charge de la 
Compagnie. 

Art. 11. Pour les voyageurs, ainsi que pour les marchandises la Compagnie fixera 
elle-myme ses tarifs. Toutefois, ils ne devront pas 6 tre supyrieurs aux tarifs actuels, 
inais plutfit infyrieurs. Les bagages, les marchandises, et les Agents du Gouverne¬ 
ment Etbiopien seront transpori ds a demi-tarif; les voyageurs devront etre munis de 
. requisitions du Gouvernement Ethiopien. Les marchandises du Gouvernement 
Ethiopien auront la priority sur les autres pour l’expydition. En temps de guerre le 
chemin.de fer sera mis k la disposition du Gouvernement Ethiopien, qui paiera les 
transports a la Compagnie au prix de revient. La Compagnie ne pourra faire entrer 
sur le territoire Ethiopien, ni en faire sortir, sans un ordre ecrit du Gouvernement 
Ethiopien, des troupes ou du matyriel de guerre. .Si elle faisait de pareils transports 
sans ordres, elle devrait abandonner le chemin de fer au Gouvernement Ethiopien. 
Mais si la bonne foi de la Compagnie avait 6t6 surprise, elle serait autorisye k en faire 
la preuve contradictoirement avec le chargeur. 

Art. 12. A titre de compensation pour la prysente autorisation de construire un 
chemin de fer sur le territoire Ethiopien la Compagnie paiera au Gouvernement 
Ethiopien une redevance annuelle basde sur la recette kilorndtrique du chemin de fer. 
En partant de 6,000 fr. de recette kilomytrique cette redevance sera de 15 pour cent 
sur l’excddent de recette entre 6,000 fr. et 8,000 fr., de 20 pour cent sur Fexcddent de 
recette entre 8,000 fr. et 10,000 fr., et de 25 pour cent au del& de 10,000 fr. Cette 
redevance sera calculde pour toute la longueur de la ligne eonstruite en territoire 
Ethiopien, et jouera jusqu’5, l’expiration de la Concession. 

Art. 13. Le Gouvernement Ethiopien protdgera le chemin de fer contre toute 
attente sur le territoire de TEmpire et fournira les soldats chargds de le garder. Les 
gardiens seront logds et payds par la Compagnie; ils seront transportds gratuitement 
ainsi que leurs bagages et leurs provisions. 

Si un accident quelconque arrivait au chemin de fer pour des causes que le 
Gouvernement Ethiopien n’aurait pu pryvenir, celui-ci n’en serait pas responsable. 

Art. 14. A l’expiration de cette Concession le ohemin de fer et ses ddpendances, 
ainsi que le matyriel fixe depuis la fronttere, deviendront propriety du Gouvernement 
Ethiopien sans indemnity. Le matyriel roulant et les approvisionnements resteront la 
propridte de la Compagnie, mais le Gouvernement Ethiopien pourra les acqudrir, en 
tout ou partie, moyennant paiement de leur valeur a dire d’expert. 

Art. 15. Toutes les difficulty qui pourraient survenir entre le Gouvernement 
Ethiopien et la Compagnie au sujet de l’interprytation ou de rexdcution du prdsent 
contract seront rdgiyes par l’arbitrage. Le Gouvernement Ethiopien designera un 
Arbitre, la Compagnie un autre; si ces deux Arbitres ne s’entendaient pas le 
Gouvernement Ethiopien et la Compagnie choisiraient un troisidme Arbitre, qui 
dyciderait sans appel. 

Art. 16. Le Gouvernement Ethiopien nommera un reprysentant au Conseil 
d’Administration de la Compagnie. Ce reprysentant aura les m5mes attributions et 
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les memes dmoluments que les autres merabres de ce Conseil. La Compagnie dtabhra 

“ ««.»., le charbon, et toute. aulaea ^chanfce. 

importdes par le chemin de fer et ndeessaires k son travail seront exempts de droits 

d ° Ua Un droit de timbre sera per 5 u au profit du Gouvernement Ethiopien sur les lettres 
de voitures et les rdcdpissds d<3ivr4s aux commer 5 ants pour transport de merchandise 
Ce droit de timbre est fixe a une demi-guerche par 100 fr. de prix de transport. Ce 
timbre repr&ente un droit de statistique au profit du Gouvernement Ethiopmu. 

Art 18. II est interdit a la Compagnie de ceder le present contiat ii un Gouvern . 
meat quelconque, ni a aucune Compagnie, soit par vente ou par echange. 

Ce contrat est 6 crit en double exemplaire, dont l’un restera entre les mams du 
Gouvernement Ethiopien et l’autre entre les mains dc la Compagnie. 

Ecrit k Addis-Ababa le 21 Teur de l’an de grkce 1900 (le 30 Janvier, 1908). 

(Le Sceau.) (Sign<5) Docteur VITALIEN. 



M. Klobukowski to the Emperor Menelek. 

Addis-Ababa , le 25 Juin, 19p7. 

lr6 ’DANS Taudience que votre Majesty a bien voulu m’accorder aujourd hui j ai eu 

l’honneur de lui faire connaitre que le Gouvernement Fran 9 ais, en t 6 l T l 01 ^f e ^ 
amitie et pour que votre Majesty ne subisse aucune perte par le fait de la mist en 

liquidation judiciaire de la Compagnie Imp 6 riale des f 

prenait l’engagement de lui faire verser une redevance annuelle de 115,000 tr., M le 

au service de sa crdance contre la dite Compagnie. 

De son c6ty votre Majesty s’est engagee— 

1. A donner la Concession du chemin de fer de Djibouti k Addis-Ababa a une 
nouvelle Sociyty Frangaise que le Gouvernement Francais certifie bonne et sfire. 

2. A participer k l’achftvement et a l’exploitation de la ligne par un mode de 

contribution arr 6 tdc d’un commun accord. 

D’autre part, nous sommes convenus de ce qui suit 

1. Ceux des Articles de l’ancien contrat de 1894, et notamment les Articles 9 
et 10 , qui k l’expdrience ont 4 t<$ reconnus ddfectueux ou manquant de clarte, seront 

modified un^commun^acccn ausgit6t f orm <$ e enverra un ddldgud aupr 4 s de 

votre Majestd pour confdrer avec elle. __ Veuillez &c 

(Sign/)"’ CZ ’ KLOBUKOWSKI. 



M. Klobukowski to the Emperor Menelek. 


Addis-Ababa , le 30 Juin , 1907. 

ire ’.T’ai eu Thonneur d’dcrire h votre Majesty le 25 de ce mois pour bien iudiquer les 

conditions toute ob j ec tion, je dois ajoutcr que le Gouverncment Li-aiHais lie 

certifiera bonne et sftre qu’une Soci 6 t 6 ayant pns en charge la crdance de 2,000,000 de fi. 
d’une part, et d’autre part de 300,000 fr. que possMe votre Majestd contre la Compagnie 

aCtU Je® declare, Kl en°outre, k votre Majeste que les premiers arranges de la ^devance 
promis par le Gouvernement Francis lui seront payes d^s que 3 aural re 9 u en u ponse 
k ma lettre prdcitee la lettre de votre Majestd confirmant en tous les points notie 

accord verbal du 25 Juin. 

Veuillez, &c. 

(Signy) KLOBUKOWSKI. 



» 
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The Emperor Menelek to M. Klobukowski. 

Le Lion de la Tribu de Juda, vainqueur, nous Mendlik, dlu du Seigneur, 

Roi des Rois d’Ethiopie. 

(Salutations d’usage.) Le 15 Juillet . 1907. 

Ton Gouvernement m’a dit precddemraent: “La Compagnie Ethiopienne des 
Chemins de Fer est en faillite, mais vous ne perdrez pas votre argent.” bt toi aussi, 
par les lettres du 9 Juin, 1907> et du 25 juin, tu m’as confirmd ces memes paroles. 
Bien. Fais connaitre a ton Gouvernement que, pour remplacer la Compagnie 
Ethiopienne des Chemins de Fer, je voudrais voir une nouvelle Compagnie Fran§aise de 
confiance et sftre. Afin que les travaux du chemin de fer puissent etre achevde de 
Dird-Daouah a Addis-Ababa, et que l’exploitation soit commencde, j’ai manifesto ddja, 
mon ddsir de prater mon aide a la Compagnie, et je prepare d’avance le concours que 
je me propose de lui donner. En outre, comme nous 1 avons arrdtd d un commun 
accord, la premiere Convention de 1894 sera modifide en ce qui concerne les deux 
Articles 9 et 10. 

Ecrit & Addis-Ababa le 9 Juillet de Tan de gr&ce 1899. 


(5.) 

M. Klobukowski to the Emperor Menelek. 

gi rGj Addis-Ababa , le 19 Juillet 9 1907. 

J’ai Thonneur d’accuser reception de votre Majestd de sa lettre en date du 
14 Juillet rdpondant a mes lettres des 25 et 30 Juin derniers et confirmant sur tous les 
points notre accord verbal du 25 Juin. 

Je profite de cette occasion pour donner par dcrit a votre Majestd l’assurance que 
je lui ai ddja donnde de vive voix, a savoir, que le Gouvernement Fran§ais nest, 
dans toute cette affaire du chemin de fer, qu’un intermddiaire, et que, la nouvelle 
Socidtd une fois formde, il s’effacera, Fentreprise de construction et d exploitation 
des chemins de fer Etliiopiens devant avoir et garder un caractdre absolument prive. 

Yeuillez, &c. 

(Signd) KLOBUKOWSKI. 


( 6 .) 

Memorandum by M. Pichon . 

Nouvelle Socidtd se forme avec participation des banques suivantes: Indo-Chine, 
Socidtd Gdndrale, Crddit Lyonnais, Comptoir d’Escompte, Banque de Paris, Crddit 
Industriel, Union Parisienne, Banque Franyaise. Yous juger utile de communiquer 
cette liste h Mdndlik. Le capital-actions sera de 15,000,000 de fr. Veuillez demander h 
l’Empereur, qui a manifesto le ddsir de s’associer a l’entreprise, dans quelle proportion 
il veut contribuer h la formation de ce capital, de quelle fayon il compte effectuer le 
versement de son apport dventuel. Mdndlik pourrait, par exemple, ddposer dans une 
banque a Paris les fonds, qui ne seront d’ailleurs pas appelds avant un certain temps. 
Si vous jugez opportun, vous pourriez proposer au Ndgus de donner une partie de sa 
souscription au moyen de la crdance de 2,300,000 fr. qui lui est reconnue. On lui 
donnerait un nombre d’actions representant cette somme. Sa crdance lui serait ainsi 
remboursee, et il n’aurait h payer que les actions qu’il voudrait souscrire en plus 
de cette somme. Cette proposition n’est d’ailleurs, bien entcndu, faite que pour lui etre 
asrreable, et il est entidrement libre de l’accepter ou de la rejeter. 

° (Signd) PICHON. 


Paris , le 24 Janvier , 1908. 
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M. Chefneux to Imperial Company. 

, _ . x Addis-Ababa, le 18 Avril, 1908. 

(Tdldgraphique.) i^^ible d’esudrer amener Empereur a rompre 

Delegud sera trds utile. Message suit. _ 


[14535] No * 133 * 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office.— {Received April 28.) 

Downing Street , April 27, 1908. 

X am, <jl>c. 

(Signed) R. L- ANTROBUS. 


[14685] Na 134 ‘ 

Count de Bosdari to Sir Edward Grey.— {Received April 29.) 

(Translation.) [,ondon f April 25, 1908. 

8ir> . . a c iLn t R+Vi March and with reference to that which 

an adequate and satisfactory repiy no the lgt February, i 8 

si ettSSttLjsrsszr rr wrr 

Si SSJSr-K. the ^."StoS53 

to the railway, so long as the toll and transit dues on me Article m of 

ti nd IteliM-Ethioriai^Trea^y 8 ^)? 1 the 31st July, 1906, concerning the single custom¬ 
house, would be directly prejudiced in its ^ctive elution. in the 

Examining the question, therefore, with ^the^desire^to^^^ interestgj * 

way of a work of civil P r0 o' r > ,, y ld f ri their consent in principle to the 

would seem to my Government that they ^dg^e of thr ^ e Powers, the 

project in question as soon*is throughthe como ^ regards Italian trade with 
Negus has been induced to' ° ■ ic , le cugtom .h 0 use for commerce from and 

Ethiopia, to thestapuktionsrep o ^ Italy the advantages conceded 

“ £ cZcea by My «=ae- «» 

terms of the Tripartite Agreement. 0 f commercial 

The Italian Government ^1 be permitted to enjoy the 

penetration from our colony j commercial penetration starting 

same conditions as those granted to the lines o^nm ^ and the capital 

Crenel. M 

[1557] 
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in their note, to more than 6 per cent., hut are to be abolished (as far as the 
merchandize following the railway is concerned), and to be replaced by an ad valorem 
surtax from which the Ethiopian Government deducts 2 per cent., the Italian 
Government are of opinion that, leaving aside for the time being the 4 per cent, 
of the surtax which goes to the benefit of the railway, they have reason to ask for 
the abolition of the dues in question in the case of our Colonies and their replace¬ 
ment by a duty of at most 2 per cent, in favour of the Ethiopian Administration. 

Before, however, coming to a definite decision on the matter (for formulating 
which some particulars are still lacking, which have, however, already been asked 
for for the purpose, above all the exact amount of the toll, market and transit dues in 
the case of the various lines of communication), my Government would be glad to 
learn whether the British Government would be disposed to support an Italian demand 
based on the compromise proposal referred to above. 

Accept, &c. 

(Signed) A. db BOSDARI. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 134. 

Memorandum communicated by the Italian Minister for Foreign Affairs to M. Barrere. 
(Translation.) 

THE Italian Minister for Foreign Affairs has had the honour of receiving 
the verbal note addressed to him on the 11th instant (? ultimo) by the French 
Ambassador at Rome with regard to the bases upon which it is proposed to 
conclude an Agreement between the Government of the Republic and the Emperor 
Menelek for the completion of the railway line Jibuti-Adis Ababa. 

In taking act of the fact that this communication is made in conformity with 
the provisions of the Agreement of the 13th December, 1906, and with a view to the 
better elucidation of the nature of some of the clauses reproduced in the above- 
mentioned verbal note, the Italian Minister for Foreign Affairs begs M. Barr&re to be 
good enough to give a reply to the following questions:— 

1. Whether the tax of 6 per cent, ad valorem is to be regarded as a customs 

tax ? 

2. In the verbal note under consideration it is said that the tax of 6 per cent. 
ad valorem to be levied on merchandize entering or leaving Abyssinian territory by 
the French railway constitutes the counterpart to the exemption from internal toll and 
transit dues. Is it, perhaps meant that, in the opinion of the French Government, the 
burden in the shape of toll and transit dues on merchandize imported into or exported 
from Ethiopia by the Jibuti-Harrar-Adis Ababa route amounts to 6 per cent, of their 
value ? 

3. Is the exemption from toll and transit dues provided for in the draft 
Agreement under consideration for the exclusive profit of the merchandize following 
the railroad meant to be extended to the whole territory of Ethiopia, or limited to 
the tax-collecting districts at present established along the route traversed by the 
railroad ? 

4. Is it meant that the maintenance of the toll and transit dues in the territory 
of the Empire, in addition to the customs dues for merchandize to and from Ethiopia, 
which maintenance is contrary to the Treaty of Commerce between Italy and Ethiopia 
of the 21st July, 1906, and above all prejudicial for obvious reasons to the trade 
of Erythraea, forms an integral part of the Agreement, its existence being thus 
legalized and perpetuated ? 

5. Is the payment of the tax of 6 per cent, ad valorem to take place at the moment 
of delivering the merchandize to the Railway Company at Jibuti, or on the entrance 
of such merchandize into Abyssinian territory at the Abyssinian custom-house in 
proximity to the boundary ? 

6 . Who will assess the tax of 6 per cent, based upon the value of the merchandize, 
and with what precautions ? Who will collect the said tax ? 

After receiving replies to these questions, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs reserves 
to itself the right to express its opinion upon the Convention in question. 

Rome , February 1, 1908. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 134. 

M. Barrere to the Italian Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

. Rome , ce 14 Mars , 1908. 

“ EN m m'.««»nt tdeeption, pa, s a note vertal. du 1* 

voudra bien trouver consignees dans le document^ci-jomt. ^ 

(Sign!) m CAMILLE BARRERE. 


fnclosure 3 in No. 134. 

Reply by the French Government to the Questions noted in the Italian Minister for Foreign 
F y y Affairs' Memorandum of February 1, 1908. 

Premiere Question —La taxe de 6 pour cent ad valorem n'est pas une taxe 
douantere. ^ . _y . ^e g pour cen t constitue, en effet, une contrepartie 

L ta»s,iW» S 

la nouveUe toxe de 6pour cent d ° * 1 Qouvernement Ethiopien k l’teuvre du 

SSSai “ u? pourra 5tre ^ventueilement mvoq«6 

16 Ch SriLe e Qu^ion d -Il n’y a J 0 pt tn Zl™deT^S^f 

* - - 

contraire au Traitd Italo-Etluopien l j ’ ’ ^ u iterieuremcnt, et ll a 

„ „,d? latai de 6 l p„„ cent serait *U. I. 

Dird Daoua. principe que la taxe serait per Q ue sous un contrite 

nJShkSta?a m dtabli i ll autres m.dalitfe .eront life. 


No. 135. 


[11078] 

Foreign Office to Messrs. Ochs. 

Foreign Office, April 30, 190S. 

Gentlemen, . ,, . t i. e 30 th ultimo respecting the affairs of the 

WITH reference to your lettei of b g ccre tary Sir E. Grey to 

SfSS‘] 0 ™Seta'S.ed°T,°pi, feom the F.encl, Government to the ,.p,e 
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sentations he addressed to them, through the French Ambassador, on receipt of your 
letter of the 12th February last. 

The French Government adhere to their attitude in regard to the reservation 
under which the Ministerial authorization of the 1st March, 1906, was given (see the 
letter from this Department of the 7th February last), and maintain that the reserva¬ 
tion relieved them of all responsibility both in regard to the Imperial Ethiopian 
Hailway Company and to any third parties. The French Government state that the 
International Ethiopian Railway Company w^s aware of the value of the reservation 
when it gave its assistance to the Imperial Ethiopian Railway Company, and that it is 
not justified in claiming a privileged treatment which the Government of the Republic 
has not accorded to it. 

Sir E. Grey drew the attention of the French Government to your view that the 
security of your Company has now been definitely reduced to a fraction of its value 
by the recent action of the French Government in insisting on the sale of the Imperial 
Ethiopian Railway Company’s assets, under threat of forfeiture, to a new Company, 
at a price which the official liquidator himself considers inadequate, and which works 
out at far below his most conservative valuation. 

M. Cambon observes that this view does not accurately represent the intervention 
of the French Government in the liquidation of the Imperial Ethiopian Railway 
Company. 

His Excellency states that the view of his Government is as follows : — 

The liquidation of the Company followed the usual legal course, and the inter¬ 
vention of the French Government in the cession of the Company’s assets by the 
liquidator to a new Company has had for its sole motive the protection of all the 
creditors. 

M. Cambon goes on to observe that the proceedings of the Railway Company, 
and especially its last operations with the Trust Company, resulted in increasing its 
liabilities indefinitely and in bringing it to the verge of bankruptcy. These 
proceedings constituted further a flagrant violation of the Agreement which bound 
the Railway Company to the French and exposed it to forfeiture. The French 
Government had legally the right and the power to have the forfeiture declared, which 
would have involved the confiscation of the Railway Company’s assets and the 
complete suppression of the security of the creditors. 

M. Cambon concludes by observing that the claims of the International Ethiopian 
Railway Trust cannot be supported by the argument drawn from the intervention of 
the French Government, which, in the form in which it has taken place, resulted in 
the protection of the interest of all the creditors, and consequently of the English 
shareholders. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) W. LANGLEY. 


[14972] No. 136. 

Sir E. Gorst to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 2.) 

(No. 44.) 

Sir, Cairo , April 26, 1908. 

WITH reference to the despatch from His Majesty’s Cliargd d’Affaires at 
Constantinople No. 2, Africa, of the 10th ultimo, respecting the controversy with 
regard to the Deir-es-Sultan Monastery at Jerusalem, I have the honour to report that 
on the 16th instant Mr. Barclay informed me by telegraph that His Majesty’s Consul 
at Jerusalem had reported that the Mutessarif, who was negotiating with the 
Abyssinian Envoy and the Coptic Bishop, had suggested that the use of the Chapel 
of the Four Animals should be restored to the Abyssinians. The Coptic Bishop, 
however, had declined to entertain this proposal, and Mr. Barclay inquired whether the 
Coptic community in Egypt would be disposed to look on the proposed arrangement as 
a reasonable solution of the question. 

After consultation with the Foreign Minister, who is himself a Copt, I replied that 
the principal Copts in Egypt were not favourably disposed towards the proposal, and 
that it might be well before arriving at any decision to await the Report of the Coptic 
Delegates who had been sent to Jerusalem and who were expected to return to Egypt 
shortly. 
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On the 23rd instant this Report was communicated tc 
Mr. Barclay under cover of a despatch, copy of which 1 have tne 

herewith. j have, & c . 

(Signed) ELDON GORST. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 136. 

» *• “ J ' r ' Onr., 23, 1908. 

8 “’ WITH reference to my telegram o! thiil» '“Nation bi-roreirt to 

ttTJSSlZ th ” 

«■ A —“ '■ ro, ’ o “ 1 

and has promised to support it. consider it expedient to urge on 

Under these circumstances, I trust that 7 ou^oomiCLeti | 

the Sublime Porte the desirability of appr o ^ n g t ^ CopLc proposa should be 

If that course be adopted, it would be as well that tne y consi dercd as a 
informed by the Turkish Government that the arrangement must 

final settlement of this question. , & c 

(Signed) ’ ELDON GORST. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 136. 

Memorandum communicated by the Coptic Delegates to Sir E. Gorst. 

SUR les instances rditdrdes de son Excellent et des U Coptes, Its 

resolution de mettre fin aux disputes intermina m esure des negotiations, et 

Deiegues Coptes ont propose successivement an fur et a mesu 

dans ce mcme but, les trois propositions suivantes. situ6e dans la partie 

IK.*..> * - » ** 

Coptes se ^servant amsi tout le reste du Den-. . princi pale 6tait surtout de 

'i" >'»“ *• - 

d " D o« .lore ,u. lee DO** Coptes, pour tee 

1 . tranquillity nanmet “ ho J fc JS" ^iremret, one mateon Um Wakfs 
totalement le D6ir aux Coptes de piendre en P Quatre Animaux, toujours 

Coptes, a Jerusalem, avec le droit ^chef religion*. 

deuxifcme proposition comme Us ont 

t dXSte i-SSS- 

de e S ten e plus a^oirTa Lulte de 

prier dans l’Eglise des Quatre Animaux. T , , avan t de voir les Deidgues 

P M. le Consul de Sa Majestd ^“Xfeste BritennTque h Constantinople de faire 
Coptes, avait c<\bl6 k 1 Ambassade de Sa 1 Cair( T d’accepter la demande des 

conseiller a sa Beatitude le DdSgues Coptes lui ay ant exposd la 
Abyssins pour mettre fin au diff6rend. j troisifeme tout k fait acceptable et 

situation et indiqud leurs propositions, U tl ° u Qo 1 f bien saisi que les reclamations 
suffisante pour arranger la ^““-^i^dSent a l’abandon total du Ddir par 
S ZSlL proposition, dont encore une fois U 

s’est declare satisfait. 2 F 

[1557] 
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SS3“t€=«i=*-* 

.«c„;r; o ^;; d „rr^a K ^ prop “‘ io "' p " i “> tfd " •»'“<**»“■» 

d’A n 2X., n r?n C r! atlOD8 + ° Dt d ° n , C ab0Uti * ce <l ue le Moutasaref et M le Consul 

™ ™S£SS dSE.Tta A™.?™ 4 ”" ClUP " l “» ■" »«• P-V-tta 


[15373] 137 

Co “ n< de Bosdari <° Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 4.) 


(Translation.) 

London , May 1, 1908. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 137. 

M. Barrere to Signor \Vittoni . 

LH 

Congr^s de l’Union Postale tenu &Romp en l ^-P 6 pr °P 0 , 8 ’ que lors du dernier 

de 1-Abyssinia, avait4W ohaS derlZ»™ ’ M ^ le Commandeur Agnesa, Del4gu<$ 

se faire adrnettre darSi listons ZIZ Gou [ er “ emect «*™t Intention de 

pr6t£s k cette 6poque k l’Empereur Menelik ] a ,* e 8 f^ Ue ! e Gouvernement Royal avait 

consequence. y ReprSsentant en Suisse des instructions en 

Veuillez, &c. 

(Sign4) CAMILLE BARRERE. 


Ill 


I Inclosure 2 in No. 137. 

Signor Tittoni to the French Ambassador at Rome . 

(Translation.) 

M. TAmbassadeur, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s note of the 
9th instant, relative to the request of Ethiopia for adhesion to the Universal Postal 
Union. 

In view of this communication from your Excellency, I venture to call your 
attention to the following facts:— 

On the 23rd February last, the Italian Chargd d*Affaires at Adis Ababa informed 
me that, as it had come to his knowledge that the French Minister had asked for and 
obtained from the Negus an official commission to secure the inclusion of the latter in 
the Universal Postal Union, he had thought well to remind M. Klobukowski directly 
of the precedent formed by Italy and of the official commission already conferred on 
the latter country by the Negus to represent him at the last Congress of the Universal 
Postal Union held at Rome. The Italian Charge d’Affaires added that M. Klobu¬ 
kowski declared that he was unaware of these precedents, and assured him that 
he would make the acceptance of the charge conferred upon him dependent 
upon the Agreements which should be arrived at in the matter by the Governments of 
Paris and Borne, to whom the two diplomatic Representatives determined to refer the 
foregoing. Finally, he informed me that the Negus, having been informed about the 
matter by the French Minister, had admitted the official commission j)reviously given 
to the Italian Government, and had expressed the desire that the two Governments 
should act in concert in his interests. * 

I cannot, therefore, understand how the step subsequently taken by the French 
Government, of which your Excellency is good enough to inform me in your above- 
mentioned note, agrees with the previous course of the matter referred to above or 
with the spirit of the Convention of London of the 13th December, 1906. 

If, in this special case, it was not desired to act in conformity with the Agreement 
b in question, it should have been recognized that it was reserved for Italy to continue 
the action already commenced before that Agreement by express mandate received from 
Menelik; if, on the other hand, as seems to me more correct, it were desired to act in 
accordance with the Convention of London of the 13th December, 1906, the steps to 
be taken with a view to the adhesion of Ethiopia to the Universal Postal Union should 
have been reserved for all three Powers. 

In any case, indeed, Menelik having expressed a desire that the two Governments, 
Italian and French, should act in concert, it would have been necessary, before taking 
any step, for an agreement to be come to between those two Governments with a view 
to a notification being made to the British Government. 

I therefore request that you will be good enough to arrange that the International 
Bureau at Berne shall suspend consideration of the matter until an agreement has 
been arrived at between the Governments interested, this course being also desirable 
in the interests of Ethiopia to avoid the outcome of her demand being compromised. 

I shall be grateful to you for an assurance on this point. 

Accept, &c. 

. (Signed) TITTONI. 


113302] No. 138. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir J. Harrington . 

(No. 41.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , May 8, 1908. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 12 of the 28th March last, relative to the 
question of providing Abyssinian interpreters for His Majesty’s Legation at Adis 
Ababa. 

It is evidently desirable that such interpreters should be persons who have 
acquired a part at least of their education out of Abyssinia, but your suggestion 
that they should finish their education in this country involves so much expenditure 
that there would be little prospect of obtaining the sanction of the Lords Commissioners 
-of the Treasury to it. 
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Ihe difficulty to which you allude of securing by anv guarantee the nermanenf 
services of these young men would no doubt constitute a further objection Aher 

feZLir edUC f, ted af great cost His Majesty’s Government! they would nol 

probably upon their return to Abyssinia, leave the Government service for mnrp 

f ;r::cr or they migi,t mere, - v ^ to ^ ™ amo ng th eir 

ma ttfr ef f^ 1 t !lT ef? ?’ aPPr ? aChinS -l he Lords Commissioners of the Treasury on the 
matter, 1 would wish you to consider carefully and report to me 7 

snHclW Wheth n l * would not be more economical and also more likely to ensure 
rather than edl,cation of the interpreters at Khartoum 

** connection with this question, I request that you will also furnish me with a 
lepoitasto the manner in which you have expended the sum of in/ 1 a 

sanctioned in my despatch No. 66 of the 16th Sentember ^07 f . P ® r men8em J 
educating two youths from the Swedish Mission ’ or th « « 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[15878J No. 139. 

(No. 15 ) ^ J ' Harrin 9 ton 10 Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 9.) 

Sir, 

Rejaz Tafan, son of the late Ras Makunan, has been appointed to succeed him. 

I have, &c. 

^Signed) J. L. HARRINGTON. 


[15900] No. 140. 

Count de Bosdari to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received. May 9 .) 

(1 ranslation.) 

Sir, 

of Art,de x5 

P h qUal f B me - m i h MtUre of the French reply to the note w£ the 
British Embassy at Paris doubtless addressed to them in the same terms as Tl.rl! 
employed in Sir E. Egertou’s note of the oth April to M. Tittoni 

W hilst expressing gratitude to you for such communication as you may be eood 
enough to make to me upon the matter, I avail, & c . " } De g00d 

(Signed) A. de BOSDAEI. 
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[15913] No. 141. 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(Received May 9.) 

Sir^ Downing Street , May 8 , 1908. 

WITH reference to the letter from this Department of the 27th ultimo, I am 
directed by the Earl of Crewe to transmit to you, to be laid before Sir E. Grey, the 
accompanying copy of a letter from the Treasury on the subject of the proposed 
additional escort for the travelling Inspector of the Abyssinian boundary. 

2. I am also to inclose a draft of the reply which Lord Crewe proposes, if Sir 
E. Grey concurs, to return to the Treasury letter. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS J. S. HOPWOOD. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 141. 

Treasury to Colonial Office. 

Sir, Treasury Chambers , April 27, 1908. 

I HAVE laid before the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury 
Mr. Antrobus’ letter of the 14th instant and its inclosures respecting a proposal to 
increase the escort of the travelling Inspector of the Southern Abyssinian boundary 
at an estimated cost of 500/. a-year. 

In reply I am to request you to inform the Earl of Crewe that my Lords are 
unwilling to sanction any addition to the escort of the travelling Inspector until it 
has been finally decided whether the existing measures for the protection of the 
frontier should be continued on their present footing, and they would therefore 
be glad if this proposal could be deferred pending consideration of the larger 
question. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) G. H. MURRAY. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 141. 

Draft of Letter from the Earl of Crewe to Treasury. 

gj r Downing Street , May , 1908. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Crewe to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 27th ultimo on the subject of the proposed additional escort for the travelling 
Inspector of the Abyssinian boundary, and to request that you will move the Lords 
Commissioners of the Treasury to reconsider their refusal to sanction the additional 
expenditure of 500/. involved on the following grounds:— 

(a.) Even if their Lordships sanction the immediate despatch of a Commission to 
delimit the frontier, it will not be until October that the Commissioners can reach 
the scene of their labours; and in the meantime it is most important that the hamds 
of the Inspector should be strengthened, in order to check the raids of Abyssinians 
against our tribes and to prevent their establishing further claims to sovereignty over 
the border tribes, pending the delimitation. 

( 6 .) Sir John Harrington does not consider it advisable to approach the Emperor 
on the “ larger question ” of appointing British officers as Inspectors of the boundary 
until after the delimitation is completed, i.e., not for at least a year, hut the ultimate 
decision of this question will in no way be prejudiced by the provision of an 

additional escort for the present Inspector. 

(c.) At the present time Sir John Harrington calculates that at least . 5 ,OUU/. per 
annum is lost to the revenues of the East Africa Protectorate by the looting of ivory 
from our territory by the Abyssinians, and consequent loss of the duty payable to the 
Government on its export. It seems probable that the additional escort will enable 
the Inspector to recover at least 500/. of this loss. 

[1657] 2 G 
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,, J am to add that the Earl of Crewe has been in consultation on the subject with 
the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, who entirely concurs in the views set forth 
above. 

I am, «fec. 


[16186] No. 142. 

Sir E. Eger ton to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 11.) 

(No. 20. Africa.) 

Sir 

’ wtttt e t ’ , . . Rome , May 6, 1908. 

WirH reference to your despatch No. 8, Africa, of the 21st March last, instruct- 

n/,. me to explain to the Italian Government the interpretation placed on Article 10 
ot the Abyssmian Tripartite Agreement by His Majesty’s Government, I have the 
honour to transmit herewith a translation of a communication which I have to-dav 

KST4S sto “" s "<■ »» *■ 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


Inclosure in No. 142. 

Memorandum communicated by Signor Tittoni to Sir E. Egerton. 
(Translation.) 

Eoyal Ministry of Foreign Affairs has the honour to acknowledge receipt 
of the Memorandum of the 6th ultimo, in which the British Embassy stated that a 
wide divergency of views exists between Sir J. Harrington and M. Klobukowski with 

the exact interpretation of Article 10 of the Agreement of the 13th Decem¬ 
ber, 1906. 

A A- li e . W to reacllin g a definite understanding as to the interpretation of this 

Article His Bntanmc Majesty’s Government state their opinion on the subject, viz 
that Article 10 of the Tripartite Agreement is applicable to the general policy of the 
three Powers, and not (as M. Klobukowski maintains) only to Article 3 of the 

Agreement, regarding one point, i.e. } the policy to be pursued in case of rivalities or 
internal changes in Abyssinia. 

The Royal Government declare that they entirely concur in the views as above 
expressed of His Bntannic Majesty’s Government, which essentially tally with the 
.spirit ot the identic instructions which have so far been communicated to that 
Government. * 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs , Rome , May 2, 1908. 


[16540] No. 143. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received May 13.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 

JSSt ?, r - th n* the ® ecretar y of State > aad with reference to the 

letter from tlm Office of the 5th November, 1906, copy of a telegram from the Viceroy, 

dated the 12th instant, relative to Amir Abdulla Sadik, of Harrar. * 

India Office, May 13, 1908. 
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Inclosure in No. 143. 

Government of India to Viscount Morley. , . 

{Telegraphic.) P. . ,, 

SEE our letter dated the 27th September, 1906, as to Amir Abdulla Sadik. 
Government of Bombay telegraphed on the 6th instant as follows :— 

“ Reference is invited to letter of the 28th August, 1906, from this Department. 
The Resident, Aden, telegraphed on the 2nd instant as follows :— 

“‘It is now stated that visit to Mullah, vi& Aden and Berbera, is intended by 
Amir Abdulla Sadik, Governor of Harrar, who in 1906 was ordered to leave India, 
and subsequently under warrant, Regulation 25 of 1827, was detained at Aden. As 
an offensive and defensive alliance between Mullah and Menelek against ourselves and 
the Italians is believed to be object of visit, Harrington, Cordeaux, and Italian Consul- 
General agree that visit should be prevented. If lie comes here, I propose, subject to 
approval, to send him back by steamer to Zeyla. If Order of 1906 does not empower 
me to do this, I should be glad if authority could be given me by telegraph, as it will 
probably be necessary, as on previous occasion, to detain Amir temporarily pending 

departure.’ 

“ -We replied to Resident on the 6th instant as follows 

“ ‘ We approve action proposed in your telegram dated the 2nd instant. We will 
send warrant by mail.’ ” 


[13303] No. 144. 

Sir Edward Grey to Count de Bosdari. 

g. Foreign Office , May 14, 1908. 

WITH reference to my note of the 31st January last to the Marquis di San 
Giuliano, relating to the question of sending identic instructions to the Italian, 
French, and British Representatives at Adis Ababa, I have the honour to inform .you 
that I have now received replies from Sir J. Harrington to the various^ points raised 
in his Excellency’s note of the 22nd January last, and I propose to lay before you the 
views of His Majesty’s Government on these points seriatim. 

1. Modus Procedendi .—Since practically every question in Abyssinia can be 
interpreted as interesting the three Governments or their subjects, or I uissances 
tierces” or their subjects, His Majesty’s Government consider that they could not 
consent to limit the discretion of their Representative to the extent proposed in the 
Italian draft. His Majesty’s Government would also suggest that m al ^ ca 
the last sentence of clause 1 (“ Si l’entente ne sera pas possible, &c.) should be 

omitted altogether._ Majesty’s Government consider that, since equality of 

treatment rZtterf of commerce is assured to nationals of all Powers having 
Treaties with Ethiopia, this clause would tend to interfere unduly with the commercial 

development of the country. They propose that the Re P re ® e .^ 1V , e L°[, ^eai^foose 
Powers should be instructed to oppose, jointly and within their . 

Concessions which in their opinion are contrary to the spirit of th< iiipaitite 
a . ai inti, TWpmber 1906 In cases where a Representative consideis 

Conc^Lion, IppliS fo“ or r sippoked by one or both of\is colleagues, would 
contralto the^^Agreement, he should refer the point to his Government for 

decision^ ^ Legat ions .-His Majesty’s Government are in entire accord with 

the Italian Majesty’s Government agree that it is very desirable to 

obtain from the Emperor Menelek a definite nomination of His Majesty s succ essor, 

tS.debility of giving His Majesty in lj™c= ^ 

support to his heir, as such assurances may involve them in active interference, a 
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oblige them to give material support as well, should the person chosen by the Negus 
prove not to be acceptable to the country at large. 

4. Measures on death of the Negus .—His Majesty’s Government concur. 

5. Jurisdiction .—His Majesty’s Government concur. Sir J. Harrington has 
pointed out that while the Treaty, the actual text of which has not yet reached His 
Majesty’s Government, recently negotiated by M. Klobukowski with the Emperor 
Menelek, apparently recognizes the jurisdiction of the European Representatives in 
Abyssinia over their nationals, it admits Abyssinian jurisdiction over Europeans, 
which, in view of the existing state of the law in Ethiopia, is highly undesirable. If 
this Treaty is ratified by the French Government, any amelioration of the situation 
will, in Sir J. Harrington’s opinion, be rendered extremely difficult, owing to the 
peculiar sensitiveness of the Emperor Menelek in all questions touching his sovereign 
rights. Sir J. Harrington suggests a proposal to the Negus to revise the existing 
Abyssinian written law, so that it may meet the requirements of the present day, and 
to appoint an European Judge to assist the Abyssinian Judges in dealing with cases 
in which Europeans are concerned. His Britannic Majesty’s Minister adds that [his 
Italian colleague favours this suggestion, as does also his French colleague, but with 
the reserve that he does so as an expression of personal opinion, and not as the 
Representative of France. 

6. Customs and Transit Dues .—His Majesty’s Government are in entire agreement 
with the views expressed in this clause. 

7. Arms Traffic. —At the informal discussion on this subject, preliminary to the 
Brussels Conference, which look place in London on the 6th April last, His Majesty’s 
Government signified their adherence to the project formulated by Count Colli for the 
regulation of the arras traffic in Abyssinia. 

8. General Policy. —His Majesty’s Government concur fully in the views of the 
Italian Government. 

The Marquis di San Giuliano was good enough to inform me, in his Excellency’s 
note of the 22nd January last, already referred to, that these proposals had been 
submitted to the French Government by his Excellency the late Count Tornielli, and 
I have the honour to inquire whether any reply has yet been received from the 
Government of the Republic. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[ 14575] No. 145. 

Sir Edward Grey to Count de Bosdari. 

Sir, ^ Foreign Office , May 14, 1908. 

HIS Majesty’s Government have had under their consideration the note which 
you addressed to me, dated the 25th ultimo, in which you were so good as to inform 
me of the representations made by the Italian Government to the French Ambassador 
at Rome in regard to the projected Agreement on the subject of the Abyssinian 
railway. 

I have now the honour to inform you that, in response to representations made by 
11 is Ma jesty's Ambassador at Paris, M. Pichon has assured his Excellency that the ^ 
“interior taxes” from which goods carried by the railway are to be exempted 
comprise the whole of the dues levied at the present time by the Abyssinian Govern¬ 
ment on goods transported by road or by caravan between Hire Hawa and Adis Ababa 
exclusive of customs duties. 

In thanking M. Pichon for this assurance, His Majesty’s Minister has been 
instructed to inform his Excellency that His Majesty’s Government are aware of the 
representations recently made to the French Government by the Italian Government 
on the question of the imposition of a duty of 6 per cent, ad valorem on all goods 
carried by the railway, but that in order to form an opinion of the points at issue, 

His Majesty’s Government desire to have before them the actual text of the new Con¬ 
cession, without which they are unable to definitely announce their acceptance of it. 

As regards the question of interior taxes referred to in your notes of the 
1st February, 17th March, and the 25th ultimo, His Majesty’s Government find 
themselves unable to share what they understand to be the view of your Government, 
namely, that all interior taxes in Ethiopia are abolished, so far as regards commerce 
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from Erythrsea, by the terms of Article III of the Italo-Abyssinian Treaty of the 
21st July, 1906. It appears to His Majesty’s Government that in concluding this 
Treaty the Emperor Menelek merely intended to substitute one definite ad valorem 
surcharge for the innumerable tolls of various sorts levied by his. officials and those of 
every Chief along the different commercial routes. However this may he, I have the 
honour to inform you that, if the text of the new Railway Concession is not clear 
upon this point, His Majesty’s Government will be prepared to support the Italian 
Government in any representations to the French Government which may tend to 
insure equality of treatment to all commerce penetrating by whatever line into 

Abyssinia. . 

I have further the honour to draw the attention of the Italian Government to 
another point in connection with the Concession. By Article 7 of the Tripartite 
Agreement of the 13th December, 1906, the French Government undertook to 
arrange that an English, an Italian, and an Abyssinian representative should be 
appointed to the Board of the French Company or Companies intrusted with the 
construction and working of the railway from Jibuti to Adis Ababa. His Majesty’s 
Minister at Paris has therefore been instructed to call the attention of M. Pichon 
to the matter, and to ask his Excellency what steps are being taken by the French 
Government to carry out their obligations in this connection. 

I have, &c 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[14575] No. 146. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Lister . 

(No. 33. Africa.) 

* Foreign Office , May 14, 1908. 

I HAVE received and had under my consideration Sir F. Bertie’s despatch 
No. 22, Africa, of the 1st ultimo, inclosing a copy of a note from the French Minister 
for Foreign Affairs in regard to the Ethiopian Railway. 

I request that you will take an early opportunity of expressing to M. Pichon the 
thanks of His Majesty’s Government for his Excellency’s assurance that the “ interior 
taxes,” from which goods carried by the railway are to be exempted, comprise the 
whole of the dues levied at the present time by the Abyssinian Government on goods 
transported by road and by caravan between Dir6-Dawa and Adis Ababa, exclusive of 

customs duties. t . 

You should, however, explain to M. Pichon that before His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment can definitely accept the new concession to the Railway Company, they would 
desire to have before them the actual text. As you are doubtless aware, the Italian 
Government have recently acquainted His Majesty’s Government of their representations 
to the French Ambassador at Rome on the subject of the clause of the concession 
under which the Abyssinian Government would maintain the transit dues and tolls 
besides the Customs Tariff on all goods carried from or to Abyssinia by means other 
than by the railway from Jibuti to Adis Ababa. His Majesty’s Government are 
not, however, in a position to form any opinion on the points raised by the Italian 
Government until the actual text of the 'concession has been communicated to them. 

You should also add that His Majesty’s Government are anxious at the same 
time to ascertain what steps are being taken by the French Government to obtain the 
appointment of an Italian and a British Representative on the Board of the French 
Company or Companies intrusted with the construction and working of the railway, as 
provided for by Article 7 of the Tripartite Agreement of the 13th December, 1906. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[14575] No. 147. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir J. Harrington. 

No. 44.) 

i r> Foreign Office , May 14, 1908. 

WITH reference to your telegram No. 13 of the 24th February last, I transmit 
herewith, for your information and guidance, a copy of a despatch addressed to His 
Majesty’s Minister at Paris, together with a copy of a note to the Italian Chargd 
[1557] 2 H 
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AteS “» »' tb, Jibuti Ru,,„ r 

(W muuut «. „ pr «„ t „„ ble 

are abolished J)y Article III of the Tlaln m^ e e ^ ec ^ that internal taxes 

be glad to recede ftSmyo? ^ 19 ° 6 ’ and 1 *EK 

tbe «ne ™ w fa 6 ot jt£ d«p. to h K i K»J SSESj^ C° 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


C3.5373] No . 14g 

Sir Edward Grey to the Marquis di San Giuliano. 

Italian Ambassador, °Indhns the honour to^T pr f 8f f nts h is compliments to the 
Bosdari’s confidential communication of the ! ^ «ceipt of Count de 

intrusted by the Emperor Menelek to the Freneli 3? stant relatln S to the commission 
«f Abyssinia to the Universal Postal UnSoJ G °™™nt to obtain the admission 

no communication on th^subiect 0 'has^ee th<i Mar *l ui ' s dl San Giuliano, in reply, that 
meat, but he eonridercit TslletftH." yet the French Govern- 
Bntannic Majesty’s Representative at AHk beeu dlscussed with His 

His Majesty’s GoVernmff and 8^ E gI^^^' Th f matter is one of interest *o 

ton to furnish a report upon it 7 h “ addressed a request to Sir J. Harring- 

Foreign Office, May 15, 1908. 


n«WB No.ua 

Sir Edward Gray to the Marquis di San Giuliano. 

Your Excellency, 

ON the 8th instant T W1 w A . Forei 9 n Office , May 15, 1908 
requesting that he might be informed of the naturToT t) Ilote from Count de Bosdari 
Government had received from the French f * S* C repy whlch His Majesty’s 

of the interpretation to be plLd upoa aS? l^ofThf ° n the 

Agreement of December 1906 1 10 of the Abyssinian Tripartite 

Majesty’s Ambassador ? a t° P^^on °the ^d^ultim^ 4 m" an ° te add ressed to His 
Government of the Republic wereinTomnlete ^A P ^ hon stated that the 

Majesty’s Government on the subject namelv tS ft '? 1 the / lews held by His 
Agreement of December 1906 were to be hlinV^ * t . he i ten L ns of Article 10 of the 
threeSignatory Powers in Abyssinia, and not solSyto^Arfele 3 of i* 1 ^ ° f the 

iuteita 0 pair J r ®- ot “ ““ tnsss 

M, Abuhrtfi MirTaSS„“E“E i r l Z? d in 1 letl » 

the Tripartite Agreement. ’ February last, on the subject of 

to add that g Hfs ^jMtyTGovemmenrbfvTiS^ H kno " led S e > 1 have the honour 
their Ambassador at Rome the reply of the Italian P** Wlth mUch satisfacti °n from 
stating that they are in enlir^ ireement w ft? ® 0Ve ^“ ent the same subject, 

Article 10 by His Majesty’s Government th th ° lnter P rot ation placed upon 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


* Nos. 145 and 146. 
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[15373] No. 150. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir J. Harrington. 

(No. 45.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 15, 1908. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith a copy of a note from the Italian Charge 
d’Affaires in London,* relative to the question of the admission of Abyssinia to the 
Universal Postal Union, through the good offices of the French Government, together 
with a copy of my reply, t 

I request that you will furnish me as soon as possible with any observations 
you may have to offer on the matter. 

I am, & c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[15373] No. 151. 

Foreign Office to Post Office. 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , May 15, 1908. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to transmit to you herewith, for the 
confidential information of tbe Postmaster-General, copies of a note from the Italian 
Charge d’Affaires at this Court,* and of the reply which has been made relative to the 
question of the admission of Abyssinia to the Universal Postal Union through the 
good offices of the French Government. + 

I am to state that Sir E. Grey is anxious to learn any observations which 
Mr. Buxton may have to offer on Count Bosdari’s communication. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) W. LANGLEY. 


117523] No. 152. 

Mr. Lister to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 22.) 

(No. 33. Africa.) 

Sir, Paris, May 21, 1908. 

I CALLED yesterday upon the Minister for Foreign Affairs, and left with him 
a Memorandum in the sense of the instructions contained in your despatch No. 33, 
Africa, of the 14th instant, relative to the Eithiopian Railway. M. Pichon took note 
of the desire of His Majesty’s Government to have before them the text of the new 
Concession, which he said he quite understood. 

He also promised to let me know what was the exact situation with regard to 
the appointment of a British and an Italian Representative on the Board of the 
French Company or Companies intrusted with the construction and working of 
the railway. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) REGINALD LISTER. 


117901] No. 153. 

Sir E. Eger ton to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 25.) 

(No. 21.) 

Sir, Rome, May 21, 1908. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith translation, as published in the “ Tribuna ” 
last night, of the semi-official communique of the Agence Stefani on the nature of the 
Convention signed on the 16th instant between the Emperor Menelek and the Italian 
Minister at Adis Ababa, fixing the frontiers of Italian Somaliland and of Dankalia, 
or Southern Erythrse. 

I have requested Colonel Delme-Radcliffe to report on this arrangement, which has 
* No. 187 . f No. 148. 
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extended the former Italian Colony from Lugh to Dolo; and has fixed the frontier of 
Dankalia at 60 kilom. from the sea. 

The sum of 3,000,000 fr. is to be paid to the Emperor Menelek. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


Inclosure in No. 153. 

Extract f rom, the “ Tribuna ’’ of May 20. Semi-official Communique of the 

Stefani Agency. 

(Translation.) 

, ™E Emperor Menelek and the Italian Minister at Adis Ababa signed on the 
16th May a Convention which regulates definitely the frontiers of Somaliland and 
Dankalia. 

For Somaliland the frontier starts from Dolo, at the confluence of the Daua with 
the Ganana, at about 500 kilom. from the mouth of the Giuba, and, continuing north of 
trie fourth parallel, joins the TJebi Scebeli. From the Uebi Scebeli it is drawn towards 
British Somaliland along the line of 189? parallel to the coast. 

For Dankalia the boundary is at 60 kilom. from the coast. 

The Agreement is completed by suitable clauses for the regulation of the 
dependence and rights of the tribes situated on the line of the frontier and on both 
sides of it. 

A mixed Commission will proceed to the actual delimitation of the frontier on 
the spot. 

A special Commercial Agreement has been signed simultaneously to facilitate 
exchange between Southern Ethiopia and Benadir. 

An additional Act fixes at the figure of 3,000,000 Italian lire the indemnities and 
compensation to be paid to Ethiopia. 

The Agreement is expressly made subject to Parliamentary approval and Royal 
sanction. As soon as the documents arrive in Rome, the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
will present to Parliament the necessary Bill, and will ask that it may be discussed 
before the summer vacation. 


[17902] No. 154. 

Sir E. Egerton to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 25.) 

(No. 22. Africa.) 

Rome , May 21, 1908. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 21, Africa, of to-day, I have the honour to 
transmit to you herewith a report which I have received from the Military- Attache to 
His Majesty’s Embassy, reporting on a conversation with Signor Agnesa on the Frontier 
Agreement with Abyssinia of the 16th instant, and I have to repeat that I trust the 
station at Lamu may be rapidly erected. As for the trade routes near the Juba, 
primd facie they should rather be left free than settled in Europe between the two 
Governments as suggested. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


Inclosure in No. 154. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Delme-Radcliffe to Sir E. Egerton. 

$ lr > t ^ Rome , May 21, 1908. 

I HAVE the honour to report, for your information, that I had a conversation with 
the Commendatore Agnesa, Chief of the Colonial Section of the Foreign Office, this; 
morning on the subject of the new Agreement with Abyssinia, published in to-day's, 
papers. 

Signor Agnesa expressed himself as very pleased with the result achieved, as he 
said it had cost him a long period of very patient work, for at every step difficulties 
wire raised and nil the pretensions of the Chiefs living near the border had to be taken 
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into account. He said the new arrangement would give the Italians all the country 
between Bardera and Dolo. He wished Waladeyi to be selected as the point from 
which the line of the frontier would start from the Ganana to the Webi Shwebeli, but 
that the Abyssinians had objected to going beyond Dolo. Dolo is about 10 miles 
down-stream from Waladeyi, and Signor Agnesa said after all the frontier line 
might start from Waladeyi, as Dolo was an insignificant collection of scattered huts 
and could not easily be defined. A Commission would have to be appointed to 
delimit the actual line of frontier both in Somaliland and in the Danakil country. 
The line would be adjusted to suit the areas claimed by the various tribes, some 
remaining within and some being excluded from Italian territory. One immense 
advantage of the arrangement would be to enable raids to be controlled and proper 
responsibility to be assigned for any fighting which took place on either side of the 
frontier. 

Signor Agnesa said the 120,000/. to be paid to Menelek was a large sum, and had 
to be termed euphemistically an “ indemnity,” as Menelek did not wish to appear to be 
selling his country. It was a very large sum, but worth paying for the sake of finally 
defining the limits of authority, and Signor Agnesa thought Italy had now secured a 
good frontier line. The “ indemnity ” would be paid over as soon as the Chambers had 
voted the expenditure. 

Signor Agnesa then went on to say that he hoped now soon to approach the 
British Government with the object of coming to some friendly agreement concerning 
trade-routes on either side of the Juba. Otherwise a mutually destructive rivalry might 
spring up. It would be the aim of the British to attract the trade of the hinterland to 
the British side of the river and the object of the Italians to keep it their side, while a 
modus vivendi might perhaps be arranged advantageous to both parties and which would 
permit Italian trade, for instance, to come from the regions north of Lake Rudolph, and, 
after traversing British territory, to re-enter Italian territory, say, at Lugh. Similar 
conveniences might perhaps be arranged for British trade. 

Signor Agnesa then went on to say that he hoped also to propose an Agreement 
with the British Government concerning the Mullah, but that he would talk with me 
about that another time. 

From this subject Signor Agnesa turned to that of the installation of wireless 
telegraphy stations in Benadir. He said that the stations in Italian territory would all 
be in working order by the end of this month, and he was hopeful that eventually the 
British Government would carry out the installation at Lamu, as was so much desired 
by the Italian Government. But he was rather disappointed that the British Govern¬ 
ment had spoken of the probability of so much delay in the installation, if it were 
carried out. After all, nowadays one could buy a wireless plant almost as easily as one 
buys a hat, and no doubt Marconi could have supplied the station at Lamu, like the 
Italian ones, at a very small cost and immediately had he been asked to do so. Signor 
Agnesa said he earnestly hoped that eventually the British Government would have a 
station at Lamu, but he foresaw, at any rate, some months of delay. He proposed to 
make the connection between the Benadir stations and the cable at Lamu in the 
following manner, to be in operation until the wireless station was installed at Lamu : 
The Italian war-vessels on the East African coast have wireless apparatus, but not 
sufficiently powerful to send check messages fiom Lamu to Jumbo, though they could 
take in messages. He would therefore station a vessel at Kismayu, 30 kilom. from 
Jumbo, a distance over which she could send the check signals to Jumbo. Kismayu 
w as the nearest safe anchorage to the mouth of the Juba. When a message had been 
received the vessel would then steam with it to Lamu, and hand it in at the cable 
telegraph station there. Lamu was not many hours’ steaming from Kismayu, and in 
this manner telegrams from Benadir could reach Italy within twenty-four hours or so, 
until the British Government had installed the wireless station at Lamu. 

I have, &c. 

(Signd) C. DELME-RADCLIFFE, Lieutenant-Colonel , 

Military Attache 


[17976] No. 155 - 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office .—( Received May 25.) 

Sir, Downing Street , May 23, 1908. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Crewe to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 18th ultimo, and to state, for the information of Secretary Sir E. Grey, that the 
[1557] 2 I 
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L°rd s Co mm i ss i°n er 8 of His Majesty’s Treasury have now sanctioned the proposed 
expenditure on account of the Commission for the delimitation of the frontier between 
Abyssinia and the East Africa Protectorate. 

2. The Commission, which will consist of Major C. W. Gwynn, C.M.G., D.S.O R.E. 
Captain R. L. Waller, R.E., two non-commissioned officers of the Royal Engineers’ 

a medical officer, and a transport officer, will leave England about the middle of 
June next. 

3. The Director of Military Operations has suggested that the Commission should 
also be utilized for the demarcation of that portion of the frontier between the Anglo- 
Egyptian Soudan and Abyssinia from the parallel 60° north to the Akobo, and Lord 
Crewe will be glad to learn whether Sir E. Grey concurs in this proposal. 

fco ac ^ ^ords Commissioners of the Treasury have expressed 

their inability to agree to any additional expenditure being incurred. on account of an 
increased escort for Mr. Zaphiro, the Anglo-Abyssinian Boundary Inspector. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) R. L. ANTROBUS. 


[18527] No 166. 

International Ethiopian Railway Trust and Construction Company to Sir Edward Grey. _ 

(Received May 29.) 

Slr ’ , 34, Clements Lane, London, May 27, 1908. 

W E have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 30th ultimo, and 
have learnt with profound regret of the reply which his Excellency the French 
Ambassador has been instructed to make to the representations which you were so good 
as to address to the French Government on behalf of the British commercial interests 
which we represent in the Ethiopian Railway Company. 

We have no desire to occupy your time by recapitulating the statements contained 
in our letters of the 12th February and the 30th March, hut we must beg you to 
allow us to deal as briefly as possible with the assertions advanced by M. Cambon 
in justification of the refusal of the French Government to entertain the eminently fair 
and reasonable proposal which we renewed in our letters already referred to. 

We would observe, in the first place, that in merely repeating that the French 
Government adhere to their attitude in regard to the reservation under which the 
Ministerial authorization of the 1st March, 1906, was given, M. Cambon makes no 
attempt to controvert the arguments adduced in our letter of the 12th February. When 
however, M. Cambon goes on to state that “ the International Ethiopian Railway (Trust 
and Construction) Company was aware of the value of the reservation when it a-ave its 
assistance to the Imperial Ethiopian Railway Company,” we must confess to finding 
some difficulty in appreciating the force of this observation. 

It is perfectly true that we did attach a certain value to the reservation, that is, we 
attached to it the meaning which the words bear when reasonably construed, viz. that 
the Trench Government, in sanctioning the issue of the bonds on the terms set out in 
M Clementel 8 letter, disclaimed any responsibility either as regards the principal or 
interest of these bonds either vis-a-vis the Railway Company, ourselves, or any third 
party into whose hands they might subsequently pass. 

... k° wever > as appears to be implied, M. Cambon suggests that at the time when 
with the consent and at the request of the French Government, we lent our assistance to 
the Ethiopian Railway Company we knew that the French Government intended the 
reservation as an intimation that it reserved to itself the right to place the Railwav 
Company in a P 0Sltl0n which left it no alternative but to go into judicial liquidation six 
j\eeks befoie the date fixed by the French Government itself at which the securities we 
bad agreed to accept became negotiable, and before they were even handed over to us 
we can only affirm m the most formal manner that no such idea was present to our 
mmds Moreover, we submit witli confidence that we could not be expected to foresee 
that the French Government would lend itself to a manoeuvre so incompatible not only 

""g Asf ? pri " i > ,, “ ° r **“• b "‘ *» *" »• 

We desire further to point out that we have not asked the French Government to 
give us privileged treatment” in contradistinction to the treatment accorded to those 
who represent French interests in the Ethiopian Railway Company. All that we have 
asked for is just and equitable treatment of the interests we represent, and we have 
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based our claim to that treatment on our special relations with the Railway Company 
and the French Government. As representing British interests, we are entitled to ask 
the assistance of the British Government in the protection of those interests; we have 
no right to ask the assistance of the Foreign Office to safeguard French interests in the 
railway ; but we should derive nothing but satisfaction from seeing the same just and 
equitable treatment we are seeking for the interests we represent accorded to the French 
interests in the Ethiopian Railway Company. 

We turn now to another point in M. Cambon’s reply. His Excellency takes 
exception to the statement # of our view as set out in the third paragraph of your letter 
under acknowledgment, and states that “ this view does not accurately represent the 
intervention of the French Government in the liquidation of the Imperial Ethiopian 
Railway Company.” 

We venture to express our regret that M. Cambon has not deemed it necessary to 
indicate in what respect the statement to which he takes exception is inaccurate. This 
statement was based on official documents, addressed by the Judicial Liquidator to the 
Juge Commissaire, as set out in our letter of the 12th February, and in calling in 
question the accuracy of the statement referred to, M. Cambon would appear to be 
casting doubts on the reliability of the testimony of the high judicial official from whom 
those statements emanated. Yet we find it somewhat difficult to accept this view when 
we remember that on a former occasion, as is stated in your letter of the 7th February, 
M. Cambon referred to the official in question as “ alone qualified to examine the claims 
of the creditors of the said Company,” and added the assurance that “ the claims of the 
Trust Company will, without any doubt, be considered with the fullest sense of justice.” 
It is consequently with regret that we find M. Cambon now appearing to suggest doubts 
as to the accuracy of statements made by an official to whose sense .of justice his 
Excellency has so recently borne such striking testimony. 

When, moreover, we examine the view of the French Government as set forth by 
M. Cambon, we again find his Excellency in conflict with the Judicial Liquidator. 
M. Cambon states that “the liquidation of the Company followed the usual legal course.” 
Under the procedure usually adopted in France, where a Company is placed in judicial 
liquidation, the usual course, we are advised, is for the Company to be reconstructed on 
the proposal of the Judicial Liquidator, with the concurrence of the shareholders and the 
consent of the creditors. This would appear to be the view of his duty entertained by 
the Judicial Liquidator in the case of the Ethiopian Railway Company. But in the 
opening passage of his Report, dated the 14th November, 1907, referred to in our 
letter of the 12th February, M. Vachcr states expressly: 

“ I)6s l’origine, la solution d’un concordat pur et simple, la Compasrnie 6tant chargde 
d’achever la ligne jusqu’h, Addis-Abeba et de l’exploiter, a 6t6 dcart4e par le Gouverne- 
ment.” 

The remainder of M. Cambon’s statement may be conveniently divided into three 
heads: 

1. That the “ sole motive of the intervention of the French Government in the 
cession of the Company’s assets by the Liquidator to a new Company was the protection 
of all the creditors.” 

2. That this intervention has been successful, having “ resulted in the protection of 
* the interests of all the creditors, and consequently of all the English shareholders.” 

3. That “the proceedings of the Railway Company, and especially its last 
operations with the Trust Company, resulted in increasing its liabilities indefinitely, and 
in bringing it to the verge of bankruptcy; ” that “ these proceedings constituted, 
further, a flagrant violation of the Agreement which bound the Railway Company to the 
French Government and exposed it to forfeiture ; ” and that “ the French Government 
had legally the right and the power to have the forfeiture declared, which would have 
involved the confiscation of the Railway Company’s assets and the complete suppression 
of the security of the creditors.” 

(1.) In dealing with the first of these assertions, we recognize that it is somewhat 
difficult to ascertain the motive which has induced a certain line of action. But in the 
present case we venture to submit that there are substantial grounds for questioning the 
benevolent motives ascribed by M. Cambon to his Government. Numerous articles 
have appeared in the French press in which the intervention of the Government has 
been urged openly and avowedly, with the object not of protecting the interest of the 
creditors, but of freeing the Ethiopian Railway Company from the alleged domination 
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of a foreign group—" pour ^eraser le groupe Anglais.” It may be urged that, whatever 
motives may have inspired the French press, the Government has been actuated solely 
by the motive attributed to it by M. Cambon. But it is a little difficult to reconcile this 
view of the case with the observations made by the reporter on the Budget of Foreign 
Affairs in the Senate on the 24th December, 1907, which we quoted at length in our 
letter of the 12th February, but of which we permit ourselves to quote again the closing 
sentence. This is the statement of the high authority alluded to : 

Une note du Conseil des Ministres d’hier ou ce matin raasurait k cet 4gard 
opinion publique on faisant apparaitre que la Society, qui jhsqu’alors avait traits cette 
affaire, allait disparaitre et faire place a un nouveau groupement qui, cette fois, ferait 
aboutir l’oeuvre et le ferait aboutir dans Tintdret vdritablement Fransais.” 

Indeed, it is a matter of notoriety that, so far from the French Government being 
actuated by the praiseworthy motive ascribed to it by M. Cambon, its action has openly 
and avowedly been directed towards the elimination of the foreign, i.e., British, element 
in the enterprise at the lowest possible cost to itself and to the financiers whose 
assistance it has invoked. In this connection we would venture to remind you of the 
evidence we have already furnished to you as to the attitude of M. Klobukowski 
immediately prior to his departure on his special mission to Abyssinia. 

2. We confess to finding some difficulty in dealing with the second of the state¬ 
ments info which we have ventured to divide M. Cambon’s presentation of the case of 
the French Government. Up to the present moment the creditors—French as well as 
British have so far failed to recognize that the intervention of the French Government 
has resulted in “ the protection of their interests.” The Judicial Liquidator—to whose 
sense of justice M. Cambon has, as we have before pointed out, borne unqualified 
testimony—would appear to share the views of the creditors rather than those of the 
F rench Government as explained by M. Cambon. The method of protecting the interests 
of all the creditors "and consequently of the English shareholders,” adopted by the 
brench Government, would appear to consist in compelling the Judicial Liquidator 

tl ‘ reafc of forfeiture ( see M * Vacher’s report to the Juge Commissaire under date 
the 20th January, 1908, referred to in our letter of the 12th February), to transfer to 
its own financial nominees assets belonging to the creditors and shareholders of the 
Ethiopian Railway Company, which are declared by the Judicial Liquidator to be worth 
at the lowest possible valuation 26,000,000 fr. fora consideration of less than 8,000,000 fr 
in capital value. 

3. M. Cambon states that “ the proceedings of the Railway Company, and especially 

indefinitely^” ra ^ 0nS ^ rust Company, resulted in increasing its liabilities 

The facts are : 

(a.) That " the proceedings of the Railway Company,” so far as the Trust is 
concerned, were approved by the French Government up to the 1st March, 1906, and that 
as regards the transaction between the Railway Company and the Trust Company in. 
respect of the coupon due on the 1st June, 1906, this transaction was imposed on both 
Companies by M. Cldmentel, the then Minister for the Colonies. 

(b.) The last operations are presumably the transactions by which the Trust Company 
advanced certain sums of.money to the Railway Company to meet the coupon falling due 
on tne 1st September, the 1st December, 1906, and the 1st March, 1907. These operations 
do not, m fact, increase the liabilities of the Railway Company " indefinitely.” If they can 
.)c said to have increased the liabilities of the Railway Company at all, they did so to 
the amount o* 1,093,000 fr. But these transactions constituted rather a transfer than an 
increase of liabilities, since the liability of the Railway Company to pay the coupons as 
they’fell due was indisputable, and in furnishing the Railway Company with funds to 
meet these existing liabilities, the Trust Company did not increase the liabilities of the 
Railway Company, but merely substituted itself as creditor of the Railway Company in 
place of the holders of the coupons, which were, as a matter of fact, deposited with the 
E red it Lyonnais as collateral security for the advances made by the Trust Company. 

further, M. Cambon states that these last operations "resulted in bringing the 
Railway Company to the verge of bankruptcy ” What these last operations, in fact 
did was to avert for a time the bankruptcy to the verge of which the Railway Company 
had been led by the action of the French Government. 

At the risk of repetition we must once more ask permission to remind you of the 
position of affairs when these operations were undertaken. The Railway Company had 
eun- since the completion of the line to Dir6 Daoua, entertained the hope that it would 
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be placed in a position to receive the “ dime ” of 10 per cent, to which it was entitled 
under Articles 9 and 10 of the Concession of 1894. Its right to collect this “ dime ” 
had been recognized by the French Government, but difficulties of a diplomatic character 
Rad arisen consequent on the objections entertained by the Emperor Menelek to the 
Convention of 1902. The French Government had repeatedly assured the Railway 
Company that the negotiations then in progress would result in a solution satisfying 
the just claims of the Railway Company, and the shareholders had been requested to 
exercise patience. In July 1906 it became known that these protracted negotiations 
had at length resulted in an Agreement between the Governments of France, Great 
Britain, and Italy, but the terms of that Agreement were not made public until the 
signature of the Tripartite Agreement of the 13th December, 1906. The Directors of 
the Railway Company were, therefore, aware that the Agreement, which they had every 
reason to believe would place them in possession of a source of income to which they 
were entitled, but of which they had hitherto been deprived, had in fact been concluded, 
though they were unaware of its terms. Yet it was at this moment, when the legitimate 
hopes of the shareholders appeared on the point of realization, that the French Govern¬ 
ment declined to sanction a further issue of bonds to permit the Railway Company to 
meet its liabilities towards its bondholders. At the same time, while refusing its 
sanction to an issue of bonds, the French Government informed the Railway Company 
that it might procure the funds of which it stood in need "par tout autre moyen 
re'gulier.” In these circumstances the Board of the Railway Company considered not 
only that they were entitled to raise the funds required for the payment of the coupon 
by means which they were advised were “ rdgulier,” but that they would have been 
guilty of a grave dereliction of duty towards their shareholders had they failed to 
provide the necessary funds, and thus placed the Company in a position where it would 
have had no alternative but to accept judicial liquidation on the very eve of what 
the Directors had every reason to believe was the realization of their long-deferred 
hopes. 

We now come to that portion of M. Cambon’s statement which may, perhaps, be 
considered as presenting the most plausible aspect from a purely legal point of view. 
M. Cambon states that " the proceedings constituted, further, a flagrant violation of 
the Agreement which bound the Railway Company to the French Government and 
exposed it to forfeiture.” The French Government had, he continued, " legally the 
right and the power to have the forfeiture declared, which would have involved the 
confiscation of the Railway Company’s assets and the complete suppression of the 
security of the creditors.” 

As we have already informed you, before making the advances to the Railway 
Company to meet the coupons which became due on the 1st September and the 
1st December, 1906, and on the 1st March, 1907, we were advised by our French legal 
advisers, distinguished "avocats,” that we could make the advances, and that the 
Railway Company was entitled to accept them and to give the security on which the 
advances were made, viz., the station at Dire Daoua and a section of the line situated 
in Abyssinian territory, without in any way violating the Agreement to which 
M. Cambon refers. Tha^ opinion has since been confirmed by other distinguished 
members of the French Bar. We recognize that we cannot ask the Foreign Office to 
decide as to which view of the legal obligations of the Ethiopian Railway Company 
arising out of its Agreement with the French Government is correct, but we submit 
that a course of action taken under the advice of French counsel cannot, with any regard 
for the accurate use of language, be described as a " flagrant violation ” of the Agreement 
referred to. 

Putting on one side for the moment the technical legal aspect of the case, we 
invite your attention to the following statement of facts which, we submit, demonstrates 
that, on grounds of justice and equity, our claim to rank as privileged creditors in respect of 
the sums we advanced to the Railway Company between August 1906 and March 1907 
is well founded :— 


1. The loans were made in the bond fide belief that we were entitled to make them 
and that the Railway Company was legally in a position to contract them. 

2. The loans were bond fide loans, made in sterling, and were for the legitimate 
purposes of the Railway Company. 

3. The rate of interest was 5 per cent, in the case of the loan made on the 
31st August, 1906, and 6 per cent, in the case of the subsequent loans. These rates 
were, in the circumstances, not only reasonable, but exceptionally low. 

4. During the period covered by these loans we were in close and constant 
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relations with Representatives of the French Government, With whom we were negotiating 
on the basis that the Ethiopian Railway Company was to continue to exist, and before 
each date of the fading due of a coupon the question of our finding the money to retire 
u formed the subject of discussion between ourselves and these Representatives of thfc 
brench Government. Had the coupon not been met, the Railway Company must 
necessarily have deposited its balance-sheet and gone into judicial liquidation, and thfc 
negotiations would have come to an end. We were given to understand that this wag 
not the desire of the French Government. 

You will observe that of the three operations referred to by M. Cambon two_ 

those affecting the payment of the coupons falling due on the 1st September and 
,, st took place befoie the publication of the Tripartite Agreement of 

the 13th December, and, therefore, before the Boards of the Railway Company or of the 

vve ^ e a * ai ; e of th . e te ™ 18 of that instrument. Article 6 of the Agreement 
ot the loth December is in the following terms :_ 

tv “ The three Governments agree that the Jibuti Railway shall be prolonged from 
Dir^-Daoiia to Adis Ababa with a branch line to Harrar eventually, either by the 
Ethiopian Rculway Company, in virtue of the deeds enumerated in the preceding 
Article, or by any other private French Company which may be substituted therefor 
with the consent of the French Government. . . 

... T . , ' e "°rds we have underlined* clearly contemplate that the extension of the line to 
Adis Ababa might be carried out by the Ethiopian Railway Company, and in view of 
le sacrifices which that Company had made, and of the delays which had been imposed 
on it during the diplomatic negotiations which preceded the signature of the Agreement, 
the Directors felt that they were justified in assuming, notwithstanding the hostility 
ot certain elements m some of the Government Departments, that the French Govern- 
P 1 ®? 4 Z , 1Ve J ^.regard to the large and important interests they represented— 
both jMench and British—and would use its influence with the Emperor Menelek to 
secure to the Company the enjoyment, either in whole or in part, of the 10 per cent. 

dime already referred to, at the same time entrusting to the Company, on fair and 
reasonable terms, the construction of the second section of the line to Adis Ababa If 
those objects were to be attained, it was necessary that the Railway Company should 
continue in existence, and during the negotiations which followed the publication of the 
Tripartite Agreement and preceded the payment of the March coupon with moneys 
furnished to the Railway Company by the Trust, we were distinctly and repeatedly given, 
to understand by the accredited Representative of the French Government that it was 

existence ° f ^ Government that the Railwa y Company should be maintained in 

Early in the month of February 1907 M. Klobukowski was, as you are aware 
appointed Special Envoy and Minister Extraordinary to the Court of the Emperor 
Menelek in connection with the affairs of the railway. Before leaving on his mission 
M Klobukowski, as the accredited Representative of the French Government, entered 
into negotiations with us and had interviews on several occasions with Mr Albert Ochs 

M n in h e V' f T f d , "' ith M ' Acat - the Manager of the Trust Company in Paris’ 

M Klobukowski stated that, as representing the Minister for Foreign Affairs he was 

opposed to the proposals which had been advocated for putting the Railway Company 
in judicial liquidation, and that he was anxious that the Railway Company should be' 
maintained in existence during his negotiations with the Emperor Menelek. We will 
w 0t vu b L e } T 'Vi* 1 a lleta ' led account of the negotiations, but the objects which 
follows:— k °" Skl ’ S0Ught t0 ° btaln by th ° Se ne S° tiations may be summarized as 

i f 

(a.) The maintenance of the Railway Company ; *) 

(b.) The conclusion of some arrangement by whieh the Trust Company should' 
continue to lend its financial support to the Railway Company for a further period ■ 

(c.) I he discovery of some agency by which this further financial support could be 
given under a French «■manteau ” or “ paravent to use M. Klobukowski’s own 
expressions—so as to avoid further ruffling of French susceptibilities. 

In view of the importance of these negotiations, the Earl of Chesterfield as' 
Chairman of the Trust Company, proceeded to Paris, where, on the 22nd February 
accompanied by Mr. Ochs, he had a long interview with M. Klobukowski. At our 


* Printed in italics. 
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request Lord Chesterfield has stated in writing his recollection of’ what passed at that 
interview, and we have the honour to send you herewith a copy of Lord Chesterfield’s 
letter addressed to us under date of the 21st May, 1908. 

On the 28th February—the date before the March coupon fell due—a further 
interview took place between Mr. Ochs and M. Acat, as representing the Trust Company, 
and M. Klobukowski and M. Guernaut, a high official of the Ministry of Finance, as 
representing the French Government. At this interview it was stated by MM. Klobu¬ 
kowski and Guernaut that, in order to allay the irritation of the French public at the 
presence of an English group in an enterprise which it was desired should be French, 
it was desirable that the Trust Company should cede its position to a French group 
and retire from the business. This Mr. Ochs at once expressed his willingness to do, 
and stated the terms on which the Trust Company was prepared to make the cession. 
But the point to which we particularly wish to draw your attention is that M. Guernaut 
on that occasion asked Mr. Ochs if he proposed to pay the coupon falling due on the 
following day. From a Memorandum of the proceedings made at the time we take the 
following :— 

“ M. Guernaut demande a M. Ochs s’il paie le coupon. M. Och9 r6pond affirmative- 
ment. M. Guernaut r^pond alors que le Gouvernement attendra.” 

It was in these circumstances that the coupon of the 1st March was paid, and we 
submit with confidence, in view of the negotiations in which we were engaged with the 
French Government, and of the express declarations of M. Klobukowski as to the desire 
of the French Government to maintain the Company in existence, that we were justified 
in the course we adopted. 

Yet it is these operations which M. Cambon now characterizes as constituting “ a 
flagrant violation of the Agreement which bound the Railway Company to the French 
Government and exposed it to forfeiture.” 

The negotiations continued for some time after the payment of the coupon on the 
1st March, but we will not trouble you with further details, merely adding that, having 
presumably failed to induce its financial associates to purchase the interests of the 
Trust Company, the French Government eventually yielded to the clamours of those 
who had persistently demanded the liquidation of the Company as the means of 
eliminating the foreign— i.e., the British—element, and on the 27th March took the 
first step towards forcing the Railway Company into liquidation by addressing to it the 
“ mise en demeure ” of which we have already furnished you with a copy. 

It is with the greatest reluctance that we have felt it our duty to those whose 
interests are intrusted to us to enter into these details. But M. Cambon’s reply, in 
which the French Government again rejects the very fair and reasonable proposal we 
have made, has left us no alternative but to do so ; and we would venture, in view of 
the additional facts now set out in this letter, to invite vou to make a further attempt 
to obtain from the French Government equitable consideration for our claims. 

In doing so we would again venture to urge that the disregard of legitimate 
British commercial interests by the French Government cannot fail to have a most 
regrettable influence on the public mind in this country, should the facts become known ; 
but we still cherish the hope that a more detailed examination of the question than has 
apparently yet been made may induce the French Government to reconsider the decision, 
conveyed in your letter under reply. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) OCHS BROTHERS, 

Managing Directors. 

P.JS. —We would point out that under Article 7 of the new Concession granted by 
the Emperor Menelek to Dr. Vitalien on the 30th January last, the Ethiopian 
Government granted a tax or “ dime ” of 6 per cent, on all merchandise carried on the 
Railway, ot whieh 4 per cent, goes to the new Company and 2 per cent, to be expended 
by the Ethiopian Government in the construction of roads subsidiary to the railway. 

It is a matter of notoriety that the Concession granted to Dr. Vitalien was obtained by 
the exertions of M. Klobukowski, so that the French Government, by its accredited 
Agent, has used its influence to obtain for the proposed new Company the same tax 
or “ dime,” reduced in amount, which was secured to the Ethiopian Railway Company 
under Articles 9 and 10 of its Concession, but which the Ethiopian Railway Company 
was never permitted to enjoy. 

O. B. . 


Inclosure in No. 156. 


Lord Chesterfield to International Ethiopian Railway Trust and Construction Company. 

Dear Sirs, 35, Wimpole Street , London , May 21, 1908. 

WITH reference to the interview which Mr. Ochs and I had in Paris with 
M. Klobukowski on the 22nd February, 1907j I remember perfectly that M. Klobu¬ 
kowski then stated that, after having thoroughly examined the whole position, he wished 
the Ethiopian Pailway Company to be maintained, and was opposed to its liquidation. 
He further desired that means should be found to assure its continuance pending 
the completion of the negotiations which he was about to undertake in Abyssinia with 
the Emperor Menelek. 

For this reason M. Klobukowski expressed his readiness to recommend his Govern¬ 
ment to authorize the Ethiopian Pail way Company to make a further issue of bonds, to 
the extent necessary to reimburse the coupons already paid by the Trust Company, and 
to meet those falling due within the next year, and said he would be glad if the Trust 
Company would provide the funds to take up this issue of bonds He added, however, 
a proviso that, in order to allay certain French susceptibilities, the Trust Company 
should take the bonds through the intermediary of, or in partnership with, a French 
banking institution or firm. 

M. Klobukowski also asked me whether, with the object of disarming the attacks 
that were being made by the French press upon the Trust Company on account of its 
British nationality, we would be willing to modify its administration with a view to 
giving it a French complexion. I replied that I was convinced my Board would be quite 
ready, in order to prove the Trust Company’s good faith and non-political aims, to elect 
two or three French Directors, and I offered to resign the Chairmanship of the Company 
in favour of one of the French Directors if it were so desired. 

After this interval I could not of course give details of all the subjects of our 
conversation, which was a long one, lasting some two hours, but I am perfectly clear in 
my recollections as to the main points mentioned above, and as to the anxiety shown by 
M. Klobukowski that the Ethiopian Pailway Company should be maintained, and 
arrangements made for its future finance by the Trust Company. 

Yours faithfully, 

(Signed) CHESTERFIELD. 


[18597] No. 157. 

Sir J. Harrington to Sir Edward Grey .— (Received May 30.) 

(No. 16.) 

Sir, Adis Ababa, May 9, 1908. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 31, dated the 3rd ultimo, I have the 
honour to state that, so far as my knowledge goes, the only Concession acquired by 
Herr Holtz is one which authorizes him to establish a motor service between Dire Dawa 
and Adis Ababa for passengers and goods. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) J. L. HARRINGTON. 


[17976] No. 158. 

Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 

Sir, Foreign Office , May 30, 1908. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 23rd instant relative to the appointment of a Commission for the 
delimitation of the frontier between Abyssinia and the East Africa Protectorate. I 
am to request you to inform the Earl of Crewe that Sir E. Grey concurs in the 
proposal that the Commission should be utilized for the demarcation of that portion 
of the frontier between the Anglo-Egyptian Soudan and Abyssinia from parallel 60° 
N. to the Akobo. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) F. A. CAMPBELL. 
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[18734] No - 159 

Sir F. Lascelles to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 1.) 

(No. 241.) Berlin, May 22, 1908. 

U ’ WITH reference to my despatch No. 37 of the 2Gth January last, I have the honour 
to report that the “ Schlesische Zeitung,” which seems to keep in close touch with the 
development of affairs in Abyssinia, learns from Adis Ababa that Herr Holtz mission 
to that capital has not proved a success. Apart from the fact that the Negus was from 
the first inclined to be prejudiced against Herr Holtz, His Majesty considered that the 
concessions which that gentleman demanded could not be granted m view of the terms 
of the Treaties concluded with Great Britain, France, and Italy. Stress is again laid 
bv the German papers which report this news on the absolutely unofficial character or 
Herr Holtz’ mission, whose object was the establishment of a German bank at Adis 
Ababa, the grant of a spirit monopoly, institution of a motor-car service between the 
capital and several provincial towns, and various minor concessions. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRANK C. LASCELLES. 


[19040] 


No. 160. 

General Post Office to Foreign Office.—{Received June 2.) 


gj r General Post Office, London, June 1, 1908. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 15th ultimo, transmitting copies of corre¬ 
spondence relative to the wish of the Abyssinian Government to enter the Universal 
Postal Union, I am directed by the Postmaster-General to acquaint you, lor the 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, that mails are not_ sent to 
or received from Abyssinia, but postal communication is carried on through the mtei- 

mediary of the Post Office of French Somaliland. , . . . , 

The transmission of correspondence between this country and Abyssinia would no 
doubt be facilitated were the latter to enter the Union; but for the present, at any rate 
it would be convenient to continue to send all correspondence for Abyssinia to the Post 

Office of French Somaliland. . 

So far as is known here, the only post office in Abyssinia is that which is main¬ 
tained by the French at Dirre-Daoua on the railway connecting Djibouti with Harrar in 
Abyssinia, although stamps appear to be on sale at Harrar The correspondence of the 
British Legation at Adis Ababa is apparently conveyed by Legation Messenger between 
Jibuti and Adis Ababa, and probably some private correspondence is conveyed by 
similar means. Generally speaking, however, the means of conveyance are entirely 

under French control. T e 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) A. G. KING. 


[19327] 


No. 161. 

Memorandum communicated by M. Geoff) ay, June 3, 1908. 


SUR la demande de l’Empereur Menelik, l’Ambassadeur de trance Berne a 
remis an Directeur-General de l’Office International Postal de Berne une demande que 
le Negus adresse a eet Office a l’effet d’obtenir l’admission de 1 Abyssime dans 1 Union 

Postale. Gouvemement Fran?a i s S erait heureux que le Gouvernement Britanmque 

voulut bien charger son Representant a Berne de declarer officiellement an Gouverne¬ 
ment Federal que la demande d’admission de 1 Lthiopie dans 1 Union Postale est 
presentee par la France d’accord avec la Grande-Bretagne et lTtalie. Le Mimstre 
d’ltalie a Berne a deja ete charge de faire une demarche dans le meme sens. 

Le 3 Juin , 1908. 
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[ 19500 ] 


No. 162. 


(No 18 ) ^ J ' HarTin 9 ton t0 Sir Edward Urey.—(Received June 6.) 

Sir 

T TT AVF i, .i , . . Adis Ababa , May 16, 1908. 

goth If„u7 t0 acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 36 of the 

2f,T last and the accompanying correspondence, relative to the control of the 
frontier between Abyssinia and the East Africa Protectorate. 

Itiere is no objection to placing the Frontier Inspectors under the control of this 

raids. ’ 8UCh ^ arrangement would Probably facilitate the checking of Abyssinian 

1 have approached the Emperor on the subject of the Inspectors residing on the 
Abyssinian side of the boundary so far without success. His present excuse is that we 
can discuss this question when the frontier is delimited. Even when this is done I 
ticipate considerable opposition, more particularly on the part of the local Chiefs to 
any arrangement which entails the presence of British officials permanently n t£ 

resMe n^ib^Fei^l- 06 1 T to ° rder the Frontier Spector to 

o the East African side of the boundary, and he has since made his hp-irl 

quarters on the British side of the line at ChuSe Moyele WhXso far as present 

n ormation goes, is the only healthy place for an observation post on our side 

consent 1 to defin ?‘ < r 1 y delimited it may be possible to obtain the Emperor’s 

consent to our Inspectors residing in Abyssinian territory, though this mobablv mav 
entail a money payment for the permission. & piooabiy may 

• i d ? not ’ however, consider it absolutely essential that our Inspectors should be in 
Abyssnnan territory ; they will be perfectly safe at Churre Moyele, as, in case of danger 
mg lecognized by the Abyssinian authorities, they can cross the border. ° ’ 

e mam object of the Frontier Inspectors being to insure protection against 

wTncursio^^/Yh ^ ^ d ? Ue , by t 1 W ° Tns P ectors and 100 men, and at tl/same 
from tbp h^ ° m r ian elephant llimters can be considerably checked It is 

fiom ihe hunters that the Inspectors have more to fear than from the tribes along the 

t Q [‘‘I 31 t6 T tory - T ^ e number of men is placed at 100, to allow of personal 
the fW t f 6 Ins P e . ctors - P atl pl s along the frontiers, occasional detached parties with 

s: ri,sr ,iM » 


British officer 
Mr. Zaphiro* .. 

Interpreter 

100 men, including rations and clothing 
Transport 

Contingencies, ammunition, presents, messengers’ &c 
tamp equipment (senior officer) 

Total .. 

* Requires no interpreter. 


£ 


600 

per annum. 

500 

>» 

100 

,» 

1,540 


1,000 


350 

» 


100 on appointment. 


4,190 


The officers are stationed 400 miles from any civilized post and cm 

M t m e at and milk; food for men has to be obtained from Sidamo three 

eeks by caravan. Consequently, besides the maintenance of transport for patrolling 

offie?' J thei T T th f J° urne y s t0 a ud from Adis Ababa and the provisioning of thf 
officers and men to be taken into consideration. 1 tile 

i J^spectors ou g^. t to receive 501 for camp equipment every second year In 
addition there will be an initial charge for seventy-six rifles to arm the escorts* 

It will also be necessary to construct some sort of block-house at Churre Alovele 

Slit’or th “ “■ ™ i tin ,he nTJte 

T tim l te u ^°^tedly appears high, but a glance at a map will explain the 
ecessity foi the estimate, which is the minimum to prevent the Abyssinians from 

Africa^"Protectorate! 7 C ° me “ ° 0ntaCt whh the admini ^red districts of the East 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. L. HARRINGTON. 
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. 119555 ] * No. 163. 

The Marquis di San Giuliano to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 6.) 

(Translation.) 

THE Italian Ambassador presents his compliments to the Secretary of State, 
and, with reference to his note of the 15th ultimo, has the honour to inform 
him that the French Ambassador at Rome has intimated to the Italian Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs that the French Embassy at Berne has been instructed to suspend, until 
further orders, the steps in connection with the admission of Ethiopia to the Universal 
Postal Union. 

Subsequently, M. Barrere informed Signor Tittoni that the Government of the 
Republic recognized the well-founded character of the observations of the Italian 
Government with regard to the method of procedure, and proposed that the Repre¬ 
sentatives of Italy, Great Britain, and France at Berne should officially declare to the 
Federal Government that the request of Ethiopia had been put forward by the French 
Ambassador after agreement between the three Powers. 

The Marquis of San Giuliano has the honour to inform Sir E. Grey that 
Signor Tittoni informed M. Barrere that the Italian Government accept the proposed 
procedure, reserving to themselves to examine the technical question after the reply of 
the Swiss Government has been received. 

The Italian Legation at Berne have been instructed to await the communications 
which the French Ambassador will be charged to make to them. 

Italian Embassy , London , June 4, 1908. 


[ 20910 ] No. 161. 

Sir E. Gorst to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 17.) 

(No. 7. Africa.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo t June 17, 1908. 

SOUTHERN frontier. 

I have ascertained that Soudan Government have no objection to frontier 
between the Akobo and parallel 6° south latitude being delimited, and that they are 
prepared to detail an officer to assist Frontier Commission in delimitation if it is 
desired. They would defray this officer’s expenses, but do not wish to incur any 
further liability. 


[ 19555 ] No. 165. 

Sir Edward Grey to M. Cambon * 

Your Excellency, * Foreign Office , June 17, 190S. 

WITH reference to the note which your Excellency was good enough to address 
to me on the 3rd instant, I have the honour to state that instructions are being sent 
to His Majesty’s Minister at Berne to inform the Federal Government that the 
Emperor Menelek’s application to be admitted to the Universal Postal Union was 
communicated by the French Ambassador at Berne to the International Postal 
Bureau after an agreement on the subject had been arrived at between the British, 
French, and Italian Governments. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


* Also to the Marquis di San Giuliano, mutatis mutandis . 
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[ 19555 ] No. 166. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Bonham. 

(No. 15.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , June 17, 1908. 

I LEARN from the French Ambassador at this Court that at the request of the 
Emperor Menelek, the French Ambassador at Berne has handed to the Director- 
General of the International Postal Bureau an application addressed to him by the 
Negus for the admission of Abyssinia to the Universal Postal Union. 

The French Government are anxious that you should inform the Federal Govern¬ 
ment that the action of the French Ambassador was taken after an agreement on the 
subject had been arrived at between His Majesty’s Government and the French and 
Italian Governments. 

You should address a note to the Federal Government in the sense desired by the 
Government of the Republic. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[ 19500 ] No. 167. 

Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 

Foreign Office , June 17, 1908. 

WITH reference to the letter from this Department of the 20th March last 
respecting the control of the frontier between Abyssinia and the British East Africa 
Protectorate, I am directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to transmit to you herewith, to 
be laid before the Secretary of State for the Colonies, a copy of a despatch from His 
Majesty’s Minister at Adis Ababa, together with the draft of the reply which it is- 
proposed with the Earl of Crewe’s concurrence to address to Sir J. Harrington in 
regard to the matter.* 

Lord Crewe will observe that Sir J. Harrington anticipates considerable difficulty 
in obtaining the Emperor Menelik’s consent to the establishment of ports on the 
Abyssinian side of the frontier, but that, in his opinion, His Majesty’s consent could 
eventually be secured in return for a money payment. 

Sir E. Grey does Dot, however, consider it advisable at present that the Emperor 
should be given to understand that His Majesty’s Government might be willing to 
make any such payment 

Sir J. Harrington outlines a scheme for the control of the frontier, and submits 
an estimate of the probable outlay involved. 

Sir E. Grey would suggest, for Lord Crewe’s consideration, that having regard to 
the unhealthiness of the climate and the exigence of leave the number of officers 
would appear to be insufficient, and I am to inquire whether his Lordship would wish 
a section in this sense added to the draft of the despatch which it is proposed to 
address to Sir J. Harrington. 

I am to add that Sir E. Grey does not propose for the present to make any 
application to the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury on the subject of the expenses 
to be incurred by the adoption of the scheme put forward by Sir J. Harrington. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) W. LANGLEY. 


[ 21266 ] No. 168. 

Harrington to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 20.) 

(No. 28.) * v ' 

(Telegraphic.) P. Adis Abeba , June 19, 1908. 

AN official announcement has to-day been made by the Emperor Menelek, 
naming as his successor his grandson, Lij Yasu, son of Has Michael. 


Nos. 162 and 195. 
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[ 21394 ] Na m 

Sir J. Harrington to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received June 22.) 

(No. 21.) Adis Ababa , May 30, 1908. 

I have the honour to acknowledge, your despatchNo ST of the 24th uhimo.and 

inclosures, relating to the defence o£ the Germans, whose new 

The position at present is that, with the exception French or Italians, 

- *- 

ieP ' S, The‘ h ;^ P 5 ‘S' Rushan Rep—ive are. ptuely exp^itnre which i. 

fa X °™“l'*>£—■» »“ taiii “ 

a Chief for the protection of the Legations and ^P^rfows approximate^ the 
position^ tt Legation quarter, which is on the slopes of the hills on the north-east 

edge0f,h6 ‘ OW ”' (Signed) 18 ™' ^J. L. HARRINGTON. 


[ 22190 ] Na 17 °- 

The Marquis di San Giuliano to Sir Edward Grey.-(Received June 27, 1908.) 

(T ™ T trS2lian Ambassador presents SffiifrSLS 

fentcoK^Sa” to “he Italian Government the fact that Hi. ha. 

Legation, the Marquis d.SS»° and nature of the 

Sy^hTch U™rr.1'o2d m mturn to the Emperor Menelek through the in.ermedr.ry 
of the British Legation. 

London , June 25, 1908. 


[ 21394 ] No ' 171 ' 

Sir Edward Grey to Count Benckendorff. 

(Confidential.) Foreign Office , June 27, 1908. 

Your Excellency, . nftlir t<> address to vour Excellency a note on 

the ,Si.S e orri™?hi"ng adopted for ,h. adequate defence of the 

”*7i£S. 1 SES .-££*£. ** WS 

Abyssinia, m which he states that t e P™P expenditure in order to render the 

were intended solely.to.provide < the W ^ ^ 

existing building of the Russian g f n tbe Russian Minister’s scheme 

Sir J. Harrington adds that the item ot ^ ; i(?i t0 bribe one of 

is, he understands, only to be used population, 

the Chiefs for the protection of the Legations and P P havej &c 

(Signed) Th GREY. 


[1557] 


* Not reproduced. 
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[ 22429 ] 


No. 172. 


The Marquis di San Giuliano to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 29.) 


(Translation.) 

oir» ' London , June 24, 190$. 

I HASTENED to communicate to my Government the note which you were good 
enough to address to Count de Bosdari under date of the 14th ultimo. My Govern¬ 
ment direct me to inform you that they do not consider that there is any divergence 
between their standpoint and that of the British Government with regard to the 
abolition of internal taxes in Abyssinia. In point of fact, my Government bold the view 
that all the internal Customs dues and the toll, transit and demurrage dues, which are 
at present collected for the benefit of the Negus or the Abyssinian Chiefs and petty 
Chiefs should be abolished or comprised within the 10 per cent, to be imposed on 
goods in transport in JLhe interior of Abyssinia, and they certainly do not advocate 
that, as a consequence of the imposition of the aforesaid 10 per cent., the abolition 
should also take place of all the other internal taxes, namely : the telegraph tax, the 
telephone tax, the judicial laxe3 (that is, judicial expenses and fines), the internal 
tribute for agriculture and cattle, and lastly, the extraordinary impositions in money or 
in kind ordered by the Negus. 

If the question be thus reduced to its proper proportions, my Government feel 
confident that the British Government will not wish to deny to them their support with 
a view to obtaining from the Negus and from the local Chiefs the abolition of every 
internal Customs duty or toll, transmit and demurrage due, on the terms mentioned 
above, in so far as concerns the commercial routes from and to the Italian colonies, and 
that the British Goverament will also lend their good ofiices to secure the effective 
support of the French Government for the steps which the Italian Representative at 
Adis Ababa will be instructed to take in the matter. 

For the purpose of rendering clear the manner in which my Government desire to 
carry out the aforesaid substitution, I am directed formally to declare to you that the 
Italian Government would be disposed : 


1. To agree that the toll and transit dues shall be collected along the Adis Ababa- 
Dire Dawa caravan route also in the case of Italian goods. 

2. To agree that, when the same goods follow the French railway route, there shall 
be levied upon them a 2 per cenjt. due in substitution for the toll and transit due and a 
4 per cent, due for the benefit of the railway. 

3. To agree to a supplementary due of 2 per cent, on goods entering and leaving 
Erythraea and the Benadir along our commercial routes, in substitution for the existing 
toll, transit, and demurrage dues, provided that the following conditions are 
accepted:— 


(</.) That in the case of railways constructed by Italy we shall be entitled to enjoy 
the same conditions as those enjoyed by France in respect of the Jibuti Railway; 

(b.) That the toll and transit dues be effectively abolished as regards the commercial 
routes to our Colonies. 


The Italian Government would, on their part, naturally be prepared to grant their 
own support with a view to like conditions being granted to goods following the 
commercial routes to and from the Soudan. 

I am to add that the Italian Ambassador at Paris has been instructed to obtain 
information from M. Pichon with regard to the steps taken by the French Government 
with a view to the. appointment of Italian, English, and Abyssinian Delegates to the 
Board of Directors of the French Railway in accordance with Article 7 of the 
Agreement of the 13th December, 1906. 

I shall be grateful to you if you will be good enough to inform me whether the 
British Government agree with the views set forth above and are prepared to lend us 
their support for the purpose of putting them into effect. 

I avail, &c. 

(Signed) A. DI SAN GIULIANO. 
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Nq. 173. 

[ 22382 ] 

8ir E . Egerton to Sir Edward Grey.-{Received June 29.) 

(No. 24. Africa.) Rome, June 26, 1908. 

cj' __ _, i (ye) Africa of the 21st ultimo, 1 

i £ arsis: 

The Bill laid before P ”!,X e "‘ r , b .J KSeKe'wE>X*««S 

tions is accompanied by a Kepon, 

POmt On7 of the greatest difficid^ there was 

of the frontier at Dolo, above Lug , >^ ti trough which the line would pass— 

fHSeBS-’terifa 

““?he Me. el. SS £ 

A “ to ni'BB 8 .DOVQLA 3 . 


Inclosure in No. 1"3. 

Two ltalo- Abyssinian Frontier Conventions. 


I .—Benadir Convention. 

<TW mS M^estJ King Vieto, Om** >£££&? ii'Vdb 5BfcCg>*» 
ss£ SmTSSiX fsTSirt ST ssyts?* ee 8 .v,e 

K?of Ethiopi., |~ hi. n "h. n p“jLofSo,«.li..n4 the pr.emee. of 

detoiti.el, the 

the Ethiopian Empire, nave 

Article 1. . f 

remains dependent on ltaiy, aim 
Abyssinia. 

Article 2. 

The (rentier o» the Uebi Seebeli.h»l>b» 'and the 

3B -1“ 

touches the river. 

Article o. . , .. 

The - the left of ,h. J*. 

Fife'S~ Wr^Ufler-line .h.,1 ho dependent » 
Abyssinia. 
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Article 4. 

the lineTited 6 ^ thfffr 1 * 6 £° ntier proc ? eds in a north-easterly direction, following 

Article 5. 

actual iine^Se V ^ntier t L U aboTO a mentioned nl * ° n **” ^ *** a8 800,1 “ possible > the 

Article 6. 

lh. n0 V° “ erd * e “j i»l.rfer.„ce b.j.nd 

•vder to c. JS«‘to °".?«» *>» Sootier to 

line ; but should ouestaTor toeide.t, Z TJ. ° f tl,e lnb “ “ lhe olb n' of the 
tribes, the two Governments sb.ll ™«e “em £ Soo" oT”'' " mi "" ph ' 

Article 7. 

‘V“ n n notion and nllow thei, 
the tranquillity of the frontier tribes. * g ' VG t0 questl0ns or incidents, or disturb 


Article 8. 


P.rfi^eKd ‘r.®fcr l S^ i St ^ Te ^d K“ , ’' ^ *» ■»»»< » P «» 

Done in duplicate and in identic terms in the two languages, Italian and Amharic 
bands of thT/tWo^n Government ° f ^ G ~t, and the other in the 


year 1908. “ th6 ° f Adis Ababa > the 16th <>f the month of May, of the 

(SiVneri'i nTTTeT?T»x)i7 t t __ 


(Signed) GIUSEPPE COLLI 1)1 FELIZZANO. 


(Seal of Menelek.) 


II -—The Frontier of Dankalia. 

% r d “‘ be —•* * 

Captain of cavalry, and His Majesty MenelekH Kin ff ofKhi'tT^A i, 00 '•' Fe , li . zzano * 
name and that of his successors desirino- to ? f Abyssinia, in his own 

the Italian Colony of ErXmk and tL ° definitively the frontier between 

determined to signet he following Convention Pi° VmCeS of the Ethiopian Empire, have 


Article 1. 

Erythraea and the Tigr^by the*Conventio^ofTl es ^ a n bI | j ah ® d between the Colony of 
proceeds in a south-easterly direction narallpl in % ^ the boundary 

thu Cto.., until it joins «hs^S7£SV“^», J?&£ 60 i *»» 

Article 2. 

spot by common°IccorTMd wtoonas poss^ble^rdae^ 6 '^ 6 ?^ 0 ^ 6 * 1 frontier - line on the 
of the ground. aS pOSSlbIe ’ adapting it to the nature and variation 
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Article 3. 

The two Governments undertake to establish by common accord and as soon as 
possible the respective dependency of the limitrophe tribes on the frontiers on the basis 
of their traditional and usual residence. 

Article 4. 

The two Governments undertake to recognize reciprocally the ancient rights and 
prerogatives of the limitrophe tribes without regard to their political dependence, 
especially as regards the working of the salt plain, which shall, however, be subject to 
the existing taxes and pasturage dues. 


Article 5. 

The two Governments formally undertake to exercise no interference beyond the 
frontier-line, and not to allow their dependent tribes to cross the frontier in order to 
commit acts of violence to the detriment of the tribes on the other side } but; ®h° uld 
questions or incidents arise between or on account of the limitrophe tribes the two 
Governments shall settle them by common accord. 

Article 6. 

The two Governments mutually undertake not to take any action, nor to allow 
their dependent tribes to take any action, which may give rise to questions or incidents 
or disturb the tranquillity of the frontier tribes. 

Article 7. 

The present Convention shall be, as regards Italy, submitted to the approval of 
Parliament and ratified by the King. 

Done in duplicate and in identic terms in the two languages, Italian and Amharic. 
One copy remains in the hands of the Italian Government, and the other in the hands 

of the Ethiopian Government. 

Given in the city of Adis Ababa, the 16th day of the month of May, 1908. 

(Signed) GIUSEPPE COLLI DI FELIZZANO. 

(Seal of Menelek.) 


Additional Act. 

His Majesty Victor Emmanuel, King of Italy, by means of his Representative in 
Adis Ababa,Cavaliere Giuseppe Colli di Felizzano, Captain of cavalry, and His Majesty 
Menelek II, King of Kings of Ethiopia, have agreed on the following Additional Act to 
the Convention of the 16th May, 1903, for the delimitation of the frontier between the 
Italian possessions in Somalia and the provinces of the Ethiopian Empire .— 

Single Article. 

The Government of His Majesty the King of Italy shall, after approval has been 
given by the Italian Parliament, and ratification by His Majesty the King, of the present 
Additional Act, put at the disposition of His Majesty Menelek II, King of Kin 0 s of 

Ethiopia, the sum of 3,000,000 Italian lire. 

The present Additional Act has been written in duplicate in each of the two 

languages, Italian and Amharic. . . , , 

Given in the city of Adis Ababa, the 16th day of the month of May, of the 

y ear 1908 - (Signed) GIUSEPPE COLLI DI FELIZZANO. 

(Seal of Menelek.) 
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[ 18527 ] No. 174. 

Memorandum communicated to M. Cambon , July 2, 1908. 

ON the 31st March last, Sir E. Grey had the honour to receive from the French 
Ambassador a Memorandum on the subject of the affairs of the Imperial Ethiopian 
1 vail way Company, in which it was stated that the Government of the Republic, having 
.^ le * r most careful consideration to the points raised by the International 
Ethiopian Trust and Construction Company, as set forth in the Memorandum handed 
to M. Cambon on the 21st February last, were unable to modify their views on the 
matter, and were compelled to adhere to their attitude in regard to the reservation 
under which the Ministerial authorization of the 1st March, 1906, had been given, 
maintaining at the same time that that reservation relieved them of all responsibility 
both in regard to the Imperial Ethiopian Railway Company and to any third parties. 
It was likewise asserted that the Railway Company was not justified in claiming 
privileged treatment, which had not been accorded to it by the Government of the 
Republic. 

The Memorandum went on to say that in the view of the French Government the' 
liquidation of the Railway Company followed the usual legal course, and that the 
intervention of the French Government had had for its sole motive the protection of all 
the creditors. It was therefore inaccurate to allege, as had been done by the Trust 
Cnmpaiiy, that their security had been reduced to a fraction of its value by the action 
of the French Government in insisting on the sale of the Railway Company’s assets 
under threat of forfeiture to a new Company at a price which the official liquidator 
considered totally inadequate. 

Finally, the Memorandum declared that the proceedings of the Railway Company, 
and more especially its later operations with the Trust Company, had resulted in 
increasing indefinitely the liabilities of the Railway Company, and in bringing it to 
the verge of bankruptcy, and that such proceedings constituted a flagrant violation of 
the Agreement which bound the Railway Company to the French Government, and 
thereby exposed it to forfeiture. 

Sir E. Grey informed the Trust Company of the contents of his Excellency’s 
Memorandum above-mentioned, and he has now received a further communication 
from that Company to the following effect:— 

Thrust Company observe that the Memorandum merely repeats the statement 
that, the French Government adhere to their attitude in regard to the reservation under 
v\ inch the Ministerial authorization of the 1st March, 1906, was given, but makes no 
attempt to controvert the arguments adduced by the Company on this point and laid 
down in the Memorandum handed to M. Cambon on the 21st February last The 
Irust Company certainly attached a definite weight (" valeur ”) to that reservation, 
and one which was justified by a reasonable construction of its wording, namely, that 
the French Government m sanctioning the issue of the bonds, disclaimed all responsi¬ 
bility either as regards the principle or interest of these bonds towards either the 
Railway Company, the Trust Company, or any third parties. At no time did this 
reservation appear to the Trust Company, who were assisting the Railway Company 
wdh the consent and at the request of the French Government, as an intimation that 
the Government of the Republic reserved to itself the right to place the Railway 
Company in a position which left it no alternative but to go into judicial liquidation 
six weeks before the date fixed by the French Government at which the securities 
assigned to the Trust Company became negotiable. 

i i ^i} ie ^ rus ^ Company submits that it would not have been justified in supposing 
that the reservation could have such an interpretation. Moreover, the Trust Company 
have never laid claim to any privileged treatment at the hands of the French Govern¬ 
ment ; all that they have asked is for just and equitable treatment of the interests 
represented by them, basing their request on their special relations with the Railway 
Company and the French Government. 

£ ^ re £ ai *d t° the statement in M. Cambon’s Memorandum that the intervention 

oi the r rencli Government in the liquidation of the Railway Company has been 
inaccurately represented in Sir E. Grey’s Memorandum of the 21st February last the 
lust C ompany observe that their contention, to which exception is now taken,'was 
based on .official documents addressed by the Judicial Liquidator to the “Juge 
Commissaire. His Excellency, in the Memorandum under reply, remarks that the 
liquidation ot the Railway Company followed the usual legal course. The Trust 
i ompany, however, understand that the usual procedure in France is for the Company 
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to be reconstructed on tbe proposal of the Ju ^® 1 ^“fM^Vacher^n his Report of 
the shareholders and the consent of _ the^ credos • ^ conCQrd t 

the 14th November, 1907, states: D& 1 cmg , j j ugqtl -.\ Addis Abeba et de 
simple, la Compagnie etant chargee d achever la Ugne j <1 

1’ exploiter, a ete ecartee par le . proceedings of the Railway 

c „ mp » ssffi 

. SfS Which hound *. I*. Company.» 

the French Government as follows :— sneeiticallv approved by the 

The proceedings of the Railway d the 1 transaction with the Trust 

French Government up to the lst Mar ^> j une 1900, was imposed on both 

Company in respect of the coupon due on France M. Clemente!. The liability 

Companies by the then Minister of t e o oni f R due was indisputable, and the 

of the Railway Company to pay ^°u?ons as * y ^ gumB to m eet the coupons 

asjsrrs zsi&ss*- & 

Company actually ...tad th. inn— 

bankruptcy of the latter Corporation. allegation that the proceedings of the 

Finally, there remains to be “ ™ l i g n t which bound the Railway 

Company constituted a flagrant violation of tto Agreement 

Company to the French ^YJ^M^^proceidings after obtaining the advice of 
The Trust Company only adopted those pioceeu ^ opinion was that 

several distinguished members o& ^ans were, moreover, 
the Company were acting entirely within eir g • c at an exceptionafly 

bond fide loans for the legitimate porpOB*ofthe Ka y^ ^ Trust Company were 
low rate of interest; during the Penod cOTered y Frenc h Goverument , with 

in constant and close relations with Re^esentatav ' E ^ Railway Company was to 
whom they were negotiating on the ba Cmnnanv finding the money necessary to 

continue to exist. The, question o the F ? ench Government before 

meet each coupon was discussed with Represents three transactions (those 

the date when it fell due and, m additoon,J&Xnber and the 1st December, 1906) 
affecting the payment of the coupons of tb I eeinent and therefore before the 

took place before the publication of the ingnm + g terms . As it was clearly 

Boards of either of the two Companies ' ‘ Ethiopian Railway Company 

contemplated by Article 6 of that Agreement that to « r3 of the Trust 

3t carry out the extension of the line to Ad s Abate, ana x ^ Govemmell t 

Company had been frequently given to un ler ® id d themselves justified in doing 
S&2£ ,h« money —7 » — 

M, negotiations 

the Emperor Menelek. , { chesterfield, Chairman of the Trust 

On the 22nd February, 190<, the hari o which his Excellency 

Company, had an interview in Pans .with M. i ake up an issue of bonds 

asked the Trust Company ^ P^f^he Oovernment of the Republic to authorize the 
which he was prepared to recomn i tter Company might remain solvent. 

Railway Company to make m order that the 1 tt O P J M J ch c0up0 n fell due, an 

A^ain, on the 28th February, 1907.the Guer naut, of the Ministry of 

interview took place between M=KgbJow8la representiug the Trust Company 

Finance, on the one hand, and . . • state j l )y the Representatives of the French 

on the other. At this interview it was statet y Fr ^ nch pu Uic at the presence 
Government that, in order to aHay the irnt asidered should be French, it was 

of an English group in an enterprise which it was consiae ^ & Frenc h group and 

desirable that the Trust Company sliould^e ^ hif , willingness to adopt this 
retire from the business. M Ochs ^ f n ist Company were prepared to make 

course, »»> “Td.«eS‘o. inquired .heller the Trot Comp 

« th' ^ *“>■ » r “ e ‘™ g “ f ’’ 
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said that the Government would wait. It was in these circumstances that the coupon 
of the 1st March was paid, and yet it is these very operations, carried out with the full 
knowledge of the French Government, which are now described in the Memorandum 
of the rrench Government under reply as constituting a “flagrant violation of the 
agreement which bound the Kailway Company to the French Government and exposed 
it to forfeiture. * 

His Majesty’s Government consider that the above facts, as set forth by the Trust 
Company should be brought to the knowledge of the French Government, and they 
would add that, while any points of law involved are doubtless matters for decision in 
the ordinary way in the French Courts, yet, having regard to the intentions of the 
rrench Government and to the Trust Company’s special position in the affairs of the 
Kaihvay Company, as now evidenced by the account of the interviews between the 
Representatives of. the^ French Government and the representatives of the Trust 
Company, His Majesty’s Government are of opinion that the actions of this latter 
Company are placed in a much more favourable light, and they trust that the French 
xovemment will give the matter their most careful consideration with a view to arriving 
at a settlement satisfactory to all parties concerned. 

Foreign Office , July 2, 1908. 


[22979] No. 175. 

Sir F. Bertie to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 4.) 

(No. 38. Africa.) 

8ir ’ t D,™ , . Paris, July 2, 1908. 

. ' hi the honour to transmit to you herewith copies of a Bill presented to 

arliament authorizing the President of the Republic to ratify the Franco-Abyssinian 
leaty ol friendship and Commerce signed on the 10th January last at Adis Ababa. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS BERTIE. 


Inclosure in No. 175. 

Projet de Loi portent approbation du Traite d’Amitie et de Commerce, signe a Addis- 
1 >a Aj* • ^ i an y i ? r ’ 1908* entre la France et l’Ethiopie (renvoye a la Commission 
c es Affaires Exteneures, des Protectorats, et des Colonies), presente, au nom de 
M; -G'mand ralheres, President de la Republique Frangaise, par M. S. Pichon 
Ministre des Affaires Etrangeres ; par M. Aristide Briand, Garde des Sceaux! 
Mimstre de la Justice et des Cultes ; par M. Jean Cruppi, Ministre du Commerce 
et de 1 Industrie; par M. J. Caillaux, Ministre des Finances; et par M. Millies- 
Lacroix, Ministre des Colonies. 

. Expose des Motifs. 

Messieurs, 

LES Etats-Ums l’Allemagne, l’Autriche-Hongrie, l’ltalie, la Belgique ayant 
(Ierme remen t conclu des Conventions Commerciales avec l’Ethiopie, le Gouvernement 
c (' a Republique a estime qu il pourrait y avoir int^ret a reviser les Accords que nous 
avons precedemmeiit signes avec Sa Majeste l’Empereur Menelik, afin de les approprier 
aux nonvelles conditions devant resulter aussi bien du developpement economique de 

GLinpire (1 Ethiopie que de la continuation et du prochain achevement du Chemin de 
her de Djibouti a Addis-Ababa. 

E 11 consequence, des negociations ont ete ouvertes avec le Negus dans le couraut 
do 1 annee 1907 et, le 10 Janvier, 1908, a ete signe a Addis-Ababa le Traite d’Amitie et 
fie Commerce dont le texte est ci-annexe et que le Gouvernement a l’honneur de 
soumettre a 1 approbation du Parlement. 

L’accroissement des relations entre 1’Europe et 1’Ethiopie, ainsi que la reprise des 
trayaux de la ligne ferree qui doit relier notre Colonie de la Cote des Somalis a la 

rtm!^Gn ?l! Sn p a " r " nt comme consequence logique une augmentation importante de 
< 1 .® s Eur ?Peens, et notamment des Frangais, dans l’Empire du N6gus • il 

e ai par suite a prevoir que des differends pourraient surgir, soit entre Frangais, soit 
entio 1 rangais et Europeens, soit entre Frangais et Ethiopiens, et il y avait un interet 
majem a ce que nos compatriotes, au lieu de rester soumis, comme le sont jusqu a 


. i. • • trnT > ^loiene de nos idees et de 

■present tous les grangers, au regime l^iciame lc^ epr6s entants de la France. Cette 
nos habitudes, pussent relever de la iwidiction « P Colonies Europ6ennes et par 
question, dont le reglement 6tait ^venmnt des^par ^^^ ouvertes a Adfhs-Ababa 
nos nationaux, a 6te l’un des principal objets des ™goc solution 

et a re Q n, grace au haut espnt est inscrit dans notre 

conforme a nos desirs ; le praicipe de la ] Lq . goumis au Parlement en fneme 

nouvelle Convention avec le U 6g um de rteler lc fonctionnement de cette jundiction 

droits de douane. , • ( e & EO tre profit la clause de la nation 

Enfin, d’aprhs le nouveau Traite, ^ l ™? ence le L^fice des avantages qui 
la plus favorisee et qui nous assure m «jq tractantB , nos vine de Champagne, 
pourraient etre ulterieurement concedes acqu itteront a leur entree sur le terntoire 

asr - a 1 wr.*•»—- 41 "” por “‘ 

»»™“ dt “ b,e " do ”” r 

votre approbation a T Arrangement qniiwg■«* “ imp0 rtes en France le Gotwenie- 

Qiiant aux produits originates de 1 Lthiopie et p du 22 F ^ vrier 1902, a 

sa: ia£sss stSrJb sssu- de 

la nation la plus favorisee. 


Projet de Loi- 


Le President de la Republique Framjaise 

Le projet de Loi dont la -teneur la^isticeE^ 

le Ministre des Affaires Etrangeres, par c 1’Industrie par le Ministre des Finances, 
des Cultes, par le Ministre du Commerce et de Jdustae, pa ^ motife et ^ soutemr 
et par le Mimstre des Colonies, qui sont charges a en p 
la discussion: 


„•» sr"- e ^ u “^ i '- Ab8bo le 

10 Janvier, 1908, entre la France et 1 Ethiopie. 


D „ copie authentique de c. T,aW »» ‘ •• “• 


Fait a Paris, le 22 Juin, 1908. 

Par le President de la Republique : 

Le Ministre des Affaires Etrangeres, 

(Signe) S. Pichon. 

Le Garde des Sceaux, Ministre de la 
Justice et des Cultes, 

(Signe) Aristide Briand. 

Le Ministre du Commerce et de l’lndustne, 
(Signe) Jean Crdppi. 

Le Ministre des Finances, 

(Signe) J- Caillaux. 

Le Ministre des Colomes ’ T , 0R0IX 

(Signd) Millies-Lacroix. 


(Signe) 


A. FALLIERES. 
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Traite d'Amitie et de Commerce entre la France et VEthiopie. 

Le Gouvemement de la Republique Frangaise et Sa Majeste Menelik II, voulant se 
donner une nouvelle preuve de l’amitie qui les unit et faciliter les relations com- 
merciales, existant d’ancienne date, entre les ressortissants des deux Etats, sont 
convenus de conclure un Traite qui devra les lier eux-memes et leurs successeurs. 

En consequence, le Gouvernement de la Republique Frangaise, represente par 
M. Antony Klobukowski, Ministre Plenipotentiaire de la Republique, en mission 
speciale, Officier de l’Ordre National de la Legion d’Honneur, Grand-Croix de l’Ordre 
Imperial de l’Etoile d’fohiopie, et dont les pouvoirs ont ete trouves en bonne et due 
forme; 

Et Sa Majeste l’Empereur Menelik II, agissant en son propre nom, comme Roi des 
Rois d’Ethiopie, sont tombes d’accord sur les dispositions suivantes :— 


Article l er . 

Le Gouvernement Ethiopien facilitera, dans la mesure de son pouvoir, a tons les 
negociants de 1’Empire, les moyens de prendre la route du port de Djibouti. Les deux 
Gouvemements Contractants prendront les mesures utiles pour que les negqciants 
soient preserves de tout dommage sur la route. 


Article 2. 

Les ressortissants et les proteges des deux 111 tats jouiront de la pleine liberte de 
p£netrer sur toute l’4tendue du territoire de l’autre Etat, d’y circuler, d’y sejourner, d’y 
posseder suivant les usages du pays et de s’y livrer au commerce, k l’industrie, et k 
l’agriculture en toute securite pour leur personne et leurs biens. 

Cette liberte ne pourra etre entravee par aucune monopole ou privilege exclusif de 
vente ou d’achat,, reserve faite pour les monopoles d’etat d£ja existants et ceux que le 
Gouvernement Ethiopien voudrait etablir en conformite du regime en vigueur en 
France. 

Article 3. 

Les marchandises Frangaises importees dans l’Empire Ethiopien sont frapp^es 
d’un droit de 10 pour cent sur leur valeur marchande au lieu de leur destination. 

Toutefois les vins, champagnes, bieres, et les boissons non alcooliques ne payeront 
que 8 pour cent. 

Lorsque l’etat du mouvement commercial en Ethiopie le permettra, sans qu’il 
puisse en r^sulter une perte pour le Tresor Imperial, l’etablissement de la valeur 
marchande sera d^termin^ par la declaration en douane, du prix au lieu d’origine ou 
de fabrication augmente des frais de transport, d’assurance, et de commission neces- 
saires pour l’importation, jnsqu’au lieu d’introduction. 


Article 4. 

Le Gouvernement Ethiopien s’engage a faire beneficier les ressortissants et 
proteges Frangais de tons les droits, avantages, et privileges qu’il a pu accorder ou 
qu’il accordera dans l’avenir aux ressortissants et proteges d’une tierce Puissance etr 
notaminent en ce qui concerne les douanes, les impots interieurs, et la juridiction. 


Article 5. 


Le transit des armes et des munitions destinees au Gouvemement Ethiopien est 
autorise sur l’^tendue des territoires dependant du Gouvemement de la Republique, 
dans les conditions prescrites par l’Acte General de Bruxelles, en date du 2 JuiUet, 


1890. . . . . . . 

II est entendu que les marchandises destinies au Gouvernement de l’Etat Ethiopien 
peuvent, sur une declaration officielle de Sa Majesty l’Empereur, penetrer en Ethiopie, 
on franchise de droits, par les ports de la cote Frangaise des Somalis. 


Article 6. 

Les ressortissants et proteges du Gouvernement de la Republique Frangaise sont 
autoris^s a se servir des tel^graphes, des postes, et de tous autres moyens de corn- 
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v /._ VEmpire Ethiopien, aux 

ii lcs'sujets a. n->—' » 

de la Puissance la plus favoris^e. 

Article 7. . 

Tr,uie* le. a«aire. de quelque natm'dl'h'TSSonFiaie»i.e, 

»* “ “ nc<,rd ““ " 

de quelque pa.™ 

^ du 

Consul de France ou de Bon delegdie suiva nt ]a loi Ethiopienne. 

1 » p'S Fransai. U d«ende„, >1 »» 

Fr “Sfca. d, disaccord «*. ..... ««« » ^ P " ° 

M »issas 

les remettre entre ses mains. 

Article 8. 

>> 1’antre le traitement de la 

sjs d, 

en France et en Abyssinie. 

Article 9. 

Sea, abrogdes .« — ^ 

-a 

P»d™ effet »f- » >• —* » * *“ * 

"° M E» foi d. quoi Sa Maje.ui MM.ikU, M *«**£“£ “ 

ont appose tear -sceau (prem ier ^ de 1>an de grace 1900). 

Fait k Addia-Ababa, le 10 Jaaviei, ^ ^ A . KLOBUKOWSKI. 

(L.S.) (Signe) MENELIK. 


No. 176. 

[2219W Si, Ed.ard Br„ ,o tk. Marquis di S.a OiaUana. 

Foreign Office, July 4, UOb. ^ 
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the honour at the same time to propose that the three limitrophe Powers shall 
formally acknowledge His Majesty’s notification. 

In the event of your Excellency’s Government agreeing to the adoption of this 
course a similar proposal will be submitted to the French Government. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[23248] No. 177. 

^ ^ Sir J. Harrington to Sir Edward Grey.-^-(Received July 6.) 

xnnnni. l , Adis Abeba > June 1908. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your despatch No. 45 of the 15th 

May last and inclosures, relative to the admission of Abyssinia to the Universal Postal 
Union, through the good offices of the French Government, and to submit the follow¬ 
ing observations. 

The only information I possess on the subject is from my Italian colleague, who 
since my return here, informed me of the action taken by M. KlobukowskC which is 
as set forth in Signor Tittoni’s reply to the French Ambassador at Rome. 

The present French Minister has neither mentioned to me this question nor any 
other question which is of common interest to the three Powers signatorv to the 
Treaty of the 13th December, 1906. 

The admission of Abyssinia to the Universal Postal [Jnion in the present state of 
the country would be premature, and would only mean a postal service to Diredawa, 
Harrar, and Adis Abeba under French control, which exists at present over the so- 
called Ethiopian posts and telegraphs in the person of M. Rocque, of the French Post 
Office, specially lent to the Emperor by the French Government. 

The Abyssinian Government have so little sense of responsibility that to allow 
them admission to the Universal Postal Union under existing circumstances would be 
an unwise proceeding, unless tangible guarantees other than mere promises are given 
tor the security of postal correspondence. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. HARRINGTON. 


[23249] No. 178. 

Sir J. Harrington to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 6.) 

(No. 23.) 7 

t Tj a un Adis Ababa > June 13, 1908. 

1 HAY E the honour to acknowledge receipt of your despatch No. 44 of the 

14th ultimo, and inclosures, relative to the new Concession for the prolongation of 
the Jibuti Railway from Diredawa to Adis Ababa. 

The reasons which led me to express the view put forward by the Italian Govern¬ 
ment to the effect that all internal taxes were abolished by Article 3 of the Italo- 
Abyssmian Treaty of July 1906, were the statements of my Italian colleague, who 
informed me that such was the signification of the said Article. 

On examination of Article 3 of the Treaty, it is, however, difficult to reconcile it 
with the interpretation placed on it by the Italian Government. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. L. HARRINGTON. 


[23347] No. 179. 

International Ethiopian Railway Trust and Construction Company to Sir Edward Grey. _ 

(Received July 6.) 

34, Clement's Lane , London , July 3, 1908. 

IN a letter which we had the honour to address to you on the 26th June, 1907, 
we requested you to be so good as to make representations to the Abyssinian Govern¬ 
ment with a view to the protection of the rights and properties we had acquired in 
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Abyssinian territory as the result of certain transactions between the 1 rust Company 

and the Ethiopian Railway Company. ,, . x ~ . 

On the 26th September you informed us that His Majesty s Government were 

unable to take action on our behalf, otherwise than by representing the facts unofficially 

to the French Government. , , „ , , . . 

As you were, at the date of the letter of the 26th September making repre¬ 
sentations on our behalf to the French Government with the object of securing a just 
and equitable settlement of all our claims in connection with the Ethiopian Railway 
Company, we refrained from further pressing our request for your intervention wi 1 

But the unfavourable response which the French Government has up to the 
present made to the repeated representations which you have been good enough to 
make on behalf of the interests we represent leave us, we regret to say, no alternative 
but to renew our request that you will make direct representations to the Abyssiman 
Government to secure the recognition of our rights as mortgagees of the railway 
station at Dire Daoua and of the 80 kilom. of the railway of which we were in 

nossession when ejected by the Abyssinian authorities. 

As you are aware, we were advised by the distinguished French advocates whom 

we consulted that the Ethiopian Railway Company was within its rights m granting, 
and we were within our rights in accepting, the mortgage on the station and line 
under which we took possession of the mortgaged properties; but, in view ot the 
renewed application which we felt it our duty to address to you, we thought it 
desirable to 1 obtain the opinion of English counsel, and we accordingly submitted a 
case for his opinion to Mr. J. W. McCarthy, of the Middle Temple .... . 

We inclose herewith, for your information, copy of the Case to Advise submitted 
to Mr. McCarthy and of his Opinion dated the 24th June, and we hold atyour 
disposition copies'of the documents accompanying the case should you desire to see 
them Many*of the documents have, however, already been communicated to you. 
The facteare so fully set out in the case that we do not think it necessary to recapitu¬ 
late them in the present communication; but we would direct your attention to the 
fact that Mr. McCarthy confirms the opinions of our French legal advisers that 
“ Article 6 paragraph 8,'of the Convention of 1902 did not operate either in law or 
e0 od faith’to prevent the Railway Company from giving, and the Trust Company 
f taking a mortgage or charge on that part of the line which is in Abyssinian 
territory ” g> Mr McCarthy is also of opinion that we were entitled to take possession 
of the fine and he further observes : “ I can find nothing in any of the documents to 
justify the* suggestion that, as a matter of right, a Decree or Order of the Ruler of 

Wi* h„. to* ™ d 0 “ “4T.SoSS.StoS! 

So “iTL™ jLlUtettoi for lying, th„ the security on, which the Trust Oompun, 

aaV Tf ’73 C“! y ifoK,. thf I. is only tarn the 

Fmneror Menelek that we can obtain redress, and that the only means by which that 
redress can be obtained is by representations addressed by the British Minister to the 
p . ve-g therefore respectfully renew our request that such representations may 

wEssed to tirAbysstoian Government, and that the Emperor Menelek may be 
be addressed to t J ^ tfae Trust Comp any in possession of the mortgaged 

requested eith ejected or to insist that the large sums advanced by 

?Kust c“mpanv to tlrn Railway Company shall be repaid to the Trust Company 

with interest to" the date of payment. ^ haTe> &C- 

(Signed) OCHS BROTHERS, 

Managing Directors . 


Inclosure in No. 179. 

Case to Advise submitted to Mr. McCarthy. 

Counsel is requested to advise the International Ethiopian Railway Trust and 

Construction Company (Limited). 

COUNSEL is already fully acquainted with the relations between the Trust Com¬ 
pany and the Ethiopian Railway Company, and, up to a certain point, with the commu- 

[1557] 
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nications which have taken place between the Trust Company and the Foreign Office, 
with the object of obtaining from the French Government j'ust and equitable treat¬ 
ment of the British commercial interests in the Ethiopian Railway Company which 
are represented by the Trust Company. To put counsel fully in possession of the 
latest phases of the representations which have been made by the Foreign Office to 
the brench Government, there are sent herewith copies of the following letters 

IGOg 1 ' Letter from the Tru st Company to the Foreign Office, dated the 12th February, 
1908 2 ’ Lett6r fr ° m thC TrUSt Company to the foreign Office, dated the 30th April, 

1908 3 ' LettCr fl0ln the F ° reign ° ffice t0 the Trust Company, dated the 30th April, 

Tetter from the Trust Company to the Foreign Office, dated the 27th May, 

lyub. * 

lo the last-named letter no reply has yet been received, but in view of the 
unfavourable nature of the replies made by the French Government to previous repre¬ 
sentations, the Trust Company is contemplating addressing the Foreign Office with a 
view to asking the assistance of His Majesty’s Government with the Emperor Menelek 
m connection with the mortgages which were given by the Railway Company to the 
Irust Company on the station at Dire Daoua and on 80 kilom. of the line in 
Abyssinian territory. 

Counsel is already generally acquainted with the circumstances in which these 
mortgages were granted, and with the subsequent course of events, but in order to 
make quite clear the point on which counsel’s opinion is asked, it is necessary to 
state certain facts and to refer to certain documents sent herewith. These docu¬ 
ments are— 

5. Copy of the Convention of February 1902 between the Railway Company and 
the French Somaliland Protectorate, subsequently approved by the French Govern¬ 
ment. 

6. Copy of the Statutes of the Railway Company as amended in accordance with 
Article 5 of the Convention of ] 902. 

i 1\9°W of letter from the French Minister for the Colonies to the President of 
the Ethiopian Railway Company, dated the 1st March, 1906, together with copy of 
the Agreement of the 21st February, 1906, between the Railway Company and the 
Trust Company. J 

8. Copy of letter from the Ethiopian Railway Company to the Minister for the 
Colonies, dated the 2nd August, 1906. 

9. Copy of reply to No. 8 from the Minister for the Colonies, dated the 
23rd August, 1906. 

10. Copies of the Agreements between the Railway Company and the Trust 
Companv, dated the 31st August, 29th November, and 29th December, 1906, and 
28th February, 1907, by which the Trust Company advanced 1,093,000 fr. to the 
Railway Company, and took certain securities, including a mortgage on the station at 
Dire Daoua, and 80 kilom. of the line in Abyssinian territory. 

11. Copy of the authorization, dated the 16th February, 1907, given by 
Mr. Duros, Vice-President of the Railway Company, to the local agent of that 
Company, authorizing him to give possession of the mortgaged property to the local 
representative of the Trust Company. 

12. Copy of the proces-verbaux , dated the 11th March, 1907, drawn up by the 
local representatives of the Railway Company and of the Trust Company on the 
taking jiossession by the Trust Company of the mortgaged property. 

From the perusal of these documents it will be seen that the position of affairs 
was briefly as follows :— 

The Railway Company had applied (see document No. 8) to the French Govern¬ 
ment for authority to make a further issue of bonds to meet the coupon falling due 
on the 1st September, and to meet its current expenditure. This authorization the 
Minister for the Colonies refused by his letter of the 23rd August (document No. 9), 
m which the Railway Company was informed that it might obtain, “par tout autre 
moyen regulier, the funds of which it stood in need. In these circumstances the 
Railway Company and the Trust Company consulted their French legal advisers 
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as to the security which the Railway Company could give and the Trust Company 
recept for a loan to cover the coupon and the further sum reqmred for current 

expenditure. advised that it was within the competency of the Railway 

Company to mortgage any of its property situated in Abyssinian territory and 

therefore not within the jurisdiction of the French G " v ? rn ““J 1 ’ a ^ e ) 1 t ts W 
accordance with this advice that the transactions embodied in the documents No. 10 

of th, 1.1 lone. 1M1. fell doe the Brihnqr Co™ ™d« • 
further application to the Trust Company for a loan to meet that coupon, but in 
of the fact P that on the 27th March the French Government had addressed am 
demeure to the Railway Campany, calling m question the lenity of the above 
transactions with the Trust Company, and menacing the Railway Company witn 
Mche'ance, the Trust Company did not deem it prudent to> makei any further advances 
to the Railway Company. Accordingly on the 1st June the Railway company 
depeStedSS.nee-sLdand went into judieM liquidation, whe.e.po. .. .ttuct.on; 
were telegraphed to the Trust Company s agent in Abyssinia toe^rmtop— 
of the mortgaged properties in Abyssinian territory. A formal seizure of the station 
at Dire Daoua was effected, and the Company’s agent entered into possession thoug 
in such a wav as not to interfere with the effective working of the line. Ihe seizuie 
of the station at Diie Daoua was reported to the Emperor Menelek, who gave 
instructions for the Trust Company’s representatives to be ejected, and this \.vas done. 
The Trust Company was thus deprived of the principal security on which it had 

ad,a Tf4»S r*id“r?«S?o y fflce by the Trn.t Oumpju, that topee- 
station, might be mad. to tlm Aby.™CgM Ihe faeto 
eompauj in the ™}?J““ t lh °' r ^ Ilch , ” l 3 0v(immellti but did not deem it advisable at 

*«S*l8®i 

Continue to |P re». the matter Ohitto ““‘j 0 ^‘d^toef tt.t the .ituation i. 

of the 80 kilom. 01 railway questions that counsel 

™eL'^”tion, may beVted a. follow, 

1 w„ th. Railway Company competent to mortgage its pmperty in Ab,..m»n 

Statutes within a eeitain linn 1 c +] ie «Conseil d*Administration. 

Article 23 of the Statutes sets out ^ P t ° W t hestiiSationsin the Convention of 
Those powers are stated to the “ Conseil” 

LtSS’powert of effecting mortgages- It thus becomes necessary to inquire, 



What are the stipulations contained in the Convention of February 1902 ? Para- 
graph 8 is as follows :— 

“ La cession temporaire ou definitive de toute ou partie des lignes concdddes & la 
Compagnie entre Djibouti et le cours de PAouacli, avec ou sans les charges’ et 
avantages qui sont attaches k cette Concession, soit par voie de vente, de fusion, 
d’apport, de location, d’affermage, soit par tout autre moyen, ne pourra, sous la reserve 
stipulde a 1’Article 18 ci-apr&s, £tre effectuds qu’api&s approbation prealable des 
Ministres des Colonies et des Affaires Etrang&res, sur l’avis du Ministre des Finances. 
Cette interdiction s’appliquera meme apr£s la dissolution de la Compagnie.” 

It will be observed that the stipulations contained in this paragraph are them¬ 
selves made subject to the reserve stipulated in Article 18 of the Convention, which is 
in the following terms :— 

“ II est entendu que les stipulations qui font I’objet des Articles 0, paragraphe 8; 
6, paragraphe 2 ; 9, paragraphe 3; 14, paragraph 2; 15, paragraphe 1, et 16, para¬ 
graphe 3, seront applicables sous reserve d’entente entre le Gouvernement Fran^ais et 
le Gouvernement Fthiopien pour les parties de ligne situdes en dehors du territoire 
Fra^ais.” 

No such entente as contemplated in Article 18 between the French and Ethiopian 
Governments has been come to; in fact, the Emperor Menelek has declined to give 
his consent to those Articles of the Convention set out in Article 18 which affected 
Abyssinian territory, and it was in view of this fact that the Trust Company’s legal 
advisers advised that paragraph 8 of Article 5 had no application to the Company’s 
property situated in Abyssinian territory, which was therefore not within the juris¬ 
diction of the French Government. 

Counsel is now asked to advise the Trust Company whether this contention is 
well-founded, or whether, as appears to be the contention of the French Government, 
the Railway Company was, notwithstanding the absence of the Agreement between 
the French and Ethiopian Governments contemplated in Article 18, deprived of the 
right which it would otherwise have of mortgaging its property in Abyssinian 
territory without the consent of the French Government. 

As to the second question, counsel is reminded that Abyssinia is a country in 
which the Emperor is autocratic ruler, and that, while the practice of giving a 
mortgage as security for a loan appears to be well established, there is not, so far as is 
known, any system of registration of mortgages such as exists in many civilized 
countries, and no recognized legal procedure which must be followed as a preliminary 
to entering into possession of the mortgaged property. In the present case it has 
been suggested that the consent of the Emperor should have been obtained before 
the Trust Company, by its agent, took possession of the property comprised in its 
mortgage, and that, such authorization not having been obtained, the Emperor was 
strictly within his rights in ejecting the agents of the Company from the railway 
station. 

Should counsel be of the opinion that the Trust Company was technically in 
error^ in taking possession of the mortgaged property without the previous consent of 
the Emperor Menelek, counsel is asked to advise whether, in his opinion, a technical 
error of this description should deprive the Trust Company of its rights under the 
contracts. 

And counsel is further asked to advise as to what steps the Trust Company 
should take to regularize its position with the Emperor Menelek, and generally. 


Opinion of Mr. McCarthy . 

I have read and carefully considered the whole of the documents accompanying 
the instructions, and particularly the recent correspondence between the Managing 
Directors of the Trust Company and the Foreign Office. 

1. An English lawyer must speak with diffidence as to the interpretation of a 
^if e -Su d 0CUTnen t, but the language of Article 5, paragraph 8, of the Convention 
of February 1902, and of Article 18, appears quite clear. Sundry provisions of the 
Convention are not to be in force until the French and Abyssinian Governments have 
arrived at an agreement in regard to those parts of the railway which are outside 
Fiench territory. In other words, this agreement of the two Governments is a con- 
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dition precedent to the disability imposed by paragraphs 

Sybase izstissrjni srse 

or transfer, or otherwise deal with the same. This seems to m> ^ttie jlam 
W made' Wee I thfnk Article 5, paragraph 8. of he 

not operate either in law or good faith to prevent the Railway*rf t S line 
and the Trust Company from taking, a mortgage or charge on that part ot the 

" hl °2 to the S right of the Trust Company to take possession of the line, it is vital 
to this question to ifear in mind that this step was taken with the consent of the represen¬ 
tative, of the Railway Company. This is clear from the two documents of the 16th 
February, 1907 (No. 11 in papers accompanying the instructions), and the /” , 

the 11th March 1907 (No. 12). No doubt it is usual for a mortgagee to foreclose by 
some plocess of law ; but this is only for the protection of the mortgagor, and I know 
of no P reason why the mortgagor should not transfer the mortgaged property to hi 
c editor without any order or decree of a Court of Justice, or why such transfer should 

sras S ^S5&Z*'S!i=t'jL i.’K'L “JS 


T fX^re^T/d, finallj’rthat* transfer by“n5STagreement with the careful 
fndlborl preLtioks take'n in the present case and recorded .m *»%%**££ 
and 12 Under ordinary circumstances there is no difference ^ P,i P that 

between the mortgage of a railway and the mortgage of a house. It 

slioulil have first or'done in ’without certain formalities, there 

faS TiSSS Ir »)i“g that tire feurity on which the Trust Company 

,dv T?t^rrml7Ct? «n,wT.!? .»*—»»Jf».£ 

between borrower and lender,^which “voivea bo ^ & musi nQW revert to the 

of the rights of any one e s , September 1907, to Sir Edward Grey, to 

position which it took up in its let the^correspondence leaves the impression 

which I have already referred. “ t ' ioe Mr fitment 

that it is quite hope ess for the Tiust ^“P a . y nothin £ left J to them but to look to 
from the French authorities, and tJle foreign Office to assist them in 

has been. (Signed) J. W. MCCARTHY. 

Temple, June 24, 1908. 


[1567] 
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[23332] No. 180. 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(Received July 6.) 

Sir, Downing Street , July 4, 1908. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Crewe to acknowledge the receipt of yoiir letter of 
the 19th June, stating that the Soudan Government have offered the services of an 
officer to assist in demarcating the frontier between the Anglo-Egyptian Soudan and 
Abyssinia from parallel 6° N. to the Akobo. 

2. I am to request you to inform Secretary Sir Edward Grey that the Commission 
engaged on the demarcation of the boundary between the East Africa Protectorate and 
Abyssinia have already been instructed to carry out the delimitation of this small gap 
in the boundary between Abyssinia and the Soudan, which is only 60 miles long ; and 
I am to suggest that the Soudan Government, instead of sending an officer whose 
services are really not required, should agree to pay a share of the cost of the Com¬ 
mission proportioned to the comparative lengths of the two boundaries. The whole 
length of boundary which has to be delimited is about 600 miles, so that the share of 
the Soudan Government would only be about one-tenth of the total cost, which is 
estimated at 8,000Z. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) II. W. JUST. 


[23478] No 181. 

Sir R . Wingate to Foreign Office.—(Received July 7.) 

My dear Tyrrell, 19, Bryanston Square, July 6, 1908. 

• SOME time ago a question was raised as to the Soudan Government sending a 
Delegate to meet the Anglo-Abyssinian Boundary Commission, when it was occupied 
in finishing up the delimitation proposals north of Lake Rudolph, to connect up with 
the Soudan-Abyssinian Delimitation Commission work. I replied that I was prepared 
to send a Delegate on behalf of the Soudan Government, provided that no further 
expenses than those connected with the actual Delegate in question were involved. 
Since writing this I have had a letter from the Director of the Soudan Survey Depart¬ 
ment, who was absent when I last wrote, and whose opinion I wished to have, and he 
now writes to me to say that, in his opinion, it will be quite sufficient if Major Gwvnn, 
who is a member of the present Boundary Commission, would act on behalf of the 
Soudan Government in connection with any further Soudan-Abyssinian boundary 
delimitation which may take place. As you will no doubt remember, Major Gwynn 
was for many years one of my survey officers under the Soudan Government, and was 
in charge of the Delimitation Commission which settled all the northern frontiers 
between Abyssinia and the Soudan. He is thoroughly acquainted with all the local 
conditions and circumstances, and I would have entire confidence in any decisions or 
arrangements which he might make on behalf of the Soudan Government. May I ask 
you, therefore, to be good enough to communicate these my views to the section of the 
Foreign Office charged with this work ? It would suit me better not to send a special 
Soudan Delegate, as the few qualified surveyors I have are very fully occupied in 
carrying out important surveys in other parts of the Soudan. 

Believe me, &c. 

(Signed) R. WINGATE. 


[23823] No. 182. 

The Marquis di San Giuliano to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 10.) 
(Translation.) 

Your Excellency, Italian Embassy , July 9, 1908. 

IN answer to your Excellency’s note of the 4th instant, I have the honour to 
inform you that the Italian Government adhere to the proposal to take formal act of 
the notification made by Menelek of his choice of an heir. 

The Italian Government have learned at the same time that the French Govern¬ 
ment have already instructed their Representative at Adis Ababa by telegraph to 
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acknowledge receipt to the Negu. and to tb.nk him for the .bore-mentioned com- 

munication. .. „ . „ havP t rea uest that your Excellency will, 

let £ SKvfrnmeKVe agreed on with the French Govern- 

ment in the matter. T i p 

(Signed ». SAS GIULIANO. 


[24242] No ’ 183 ' 

India Office to Foreign Office .—{Received July 13.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India P r «®® llts h ^ Viscmin^ MorTey, forwards 
Secretary of State for Foreign Mairs, and by directwn V ^ in B letter 

£&&£ £S£Z& SveSnTof India date? the 18th June, relative to 

toi c“ tan 88 ", t teona Office. 

India Office, July 11, 1908. 

Inclosure in No. 183. 

EM .»« w,m, U* °f u- P" «“*»'• im ' 

as the Emperor Menelek will not permit him to do •_ 


[24383] No ‘ 184 ‘ 

M. Carlin to Sir Edward Grey.— {Received July 14.) 

Legation de Suisse , Londres , 
le 13 Juillet , 1908. 

M. le Secretaire d’Etat, r Amlnssade de la Republique Frangaise en Suisse 

a remis R auConse l il F^al.eJ ov^\ et en mhio^e dans 

BK S3T&2S? d Sr d d;«»de comporte Vedtaion do ce pa y s a la 

Convention Postale UmvereeDe. , j Convention precise, j’ai, sur l’ordre de 

En application de 1 Article -4, § > adhesion a votre Excellence, par la 

mon Gouvernement, lhonneur de notifie dite note de l’Ambassade de 

eggSS - -— 

M “i k li“d” Ke“' £»» Congres Po«d d. Rom. par le Commandeer Agneee 

pour l’Empereur d’Ethiopie. _ ‘ 

J’ajoute que le Conseil Fede:ral^ ® 8 \ e “ cor ? e “ C( est valable, du 
France a Berne au sujet de la date pnt P & ot)ien aux frais du Bureau International 

montant de la dotation du Gouvernem t E^ P f ixer pour ce pays. Des 

de l’Union Postale Umverselle el ces trois points, des communications 
que mon Gouvernement sera ^® | i taires de l a Convention dont il sagit. 

consentir a me donner acte de cette notifica- 

tion, je vous prie, &c. 


(SigntS) 


CARLIN. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 184. 

M. Bonnardet to M. Brenner. 

Ambassade de la RJpublique Front; aise en Suisse , 

M. le President, Berne , le 25 Juin t 1908. 

el’AI rhonneur de faire savoir & votre Excellence que les Gouvemements de 
Grande-Bretagne, de France, et d’ltalie s’etant mis d’accord pour appuyer conjointe- 
ment aupres du Conseil Federal la demande formuiee par l’Ethiopie en vue d’etre 
admise dans 1’Union Postale Universelle, il n’y a plus d obstacle a ce que le Gouverne- 
ment laisse poursuivre l’examen de cette requete. 

J’ai, en consequence, rhonneur de vous retoumer sous ce pli:— 

1. La demande originale de l’Empereur Menelik du 17 Fevrier, 1908. 

2. La traduction Frangaise de cette demande. 

3. La Declaration faite an Congres Postal de Rome par le Commandeur Agnese 
pour l’Empereur d’Ethiopie. 

Veuillez, &c. 

(Signe) L. BONNARDET. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 184. 

King Menelik to M. Bonnardet. 

(Traduction.) 

(L.S.) 

Le Lion Vainqueur de la Tribu de Juda, Menelik II, elu du Seigneur, Roi des Rois 
d’Ethiopie, a M. le Directeur-General de l’Office International de Berne, Salut! 

PAR l’entremise de M. le Ministre de France, nous vous adressons la presente 
demande par laquelle nous declarons vouloir adopter pour le service des postes, des 
telegraphes, et des telephones de notre Empire d’Ethiopie, la reglementation acceptee 
par les Gouvemements des pays d*Europe, et a laquelle nous vous serions obliges de 
faire droit. 

Le Gouvernement Frangais a bien voulu, a titre amical, mettre a notre disposition, 
pendant le temps necessaire, le Directeur des Postes et Telegraphes de Djibouti, 
M. Roque, a I’etfet de proceder a la reorganisation de notre service postal, teiegraphique, 
et telephonique. 

Nous prenons l’engagement, conformement aux Reglements lnternationaux, de 
souscrire a toutes les garanties que jugera necessaires de nous demander l’Office 
International de Berne. 

Nous vous prions, dans* le cas oil notre demande serait agreee, d’en aviser le 
Gouvernement Frangais pour qu’il nous en informe telegraphiquement et de nous 
faire connaitre egalement, par lettre, la decision prise. 

Ecrit a Addis-Ababa, le 9 Yekatit, 1900 (17 Fevrier, 1908) de i’an de grace. 

Pour copie eonforme de la traduction : 

Le Vice-Consul, Charge de la Chaucellerie, 

(L.S.) (Signe) Roux. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 184. 

Declaration made by Commander Agnese at the Postal Union Congress held at Rome , 

April 9, 1906. 

M. le President et MM. les Delegu^s, 

C’EST avec une vive satisfaction que l’Empereur d’Ethiopie a accepte l’invitation 
que le Gouvernement Italien lui avait fait parvenir de se faire representer, bien que 
son Empire n’appartienne pas encore a l’Union Postale Universelle, au Sixieme Congres 
maintenant convoque a Rome. 

Sa Majeste a daigne me confier le mandat de prendre part, comme son Delegue, 
a la reunion actuelle, m’ayant a cet effet muni des pleins pouvoirs necessaires, avec 
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mission de declarer an sein du Con^s^gsTcoMenSpIr'les^oyens du pays.’ 

daM SL n -Kleins ^ 

l’Ethiopfe des obligations decoulant de la C er au Congres les intentions du 

possible des ce m0 “ e f L d’enoncer, dans les termes que je viens de 

Gouvernement Imperial Ethiopi) 1|0U1 . 1’Etliiopie, d’entrer dans l Union. 

taSS'debien *» ■>* “ e ‘ ,e 

offre par avance mes remerciements.____ 


No. 185. 

[ 24451 ] 

Sir G. Bonham to Sir Edward Grey. -(Received July 15.) 

(No. 33.) Berne, July 1.3, l 908 ;, 

1 S ' r ' I HAVE the honour to report that on ““'I’^^^S'.fitog'tliom that the 
17th ultimo I addressed a note to the le | Director-General of the I’ostal 

G0 Ttav««.tr the honour to forward cop, of a 

Federal Government in reply, foiuaulm y forming part of the Umvcisal 

addressed by them to the Government 

Postal Union, informing them of the adra■ • inc i osure s, consisting of copy of note 
This Circular, dated the 7th install , Government of the 25th June, a 

tzSrZA % aSihX—"' • 
fero««« a ““ 8 " tte 

^iTmTnfmS on fh,d,. that the PoS.1 *£&£ & 

SBSSSEa will have hsen^eommuuicated to His Ma^Go— 

(Signed) G- 


Inclosure in No. 185. 

Swiss Federal Government to Sir G. Bonham. 

Berne , le 7 Juillet > i9t)o. 

M ' ^EN'nouT’ref^rant k la note du JJ ^ ^ n0 £ 

sous ce pli h votre Excellence, poui son ^ auiourd’hui aux Gouvemements 

fo l’entrde de lE.hi.pie d.us eette Hntou. ^ ^ 

1 Le President de la Conf6dei*ation, 
(Signd) BREiSNER. 

. . L e Chancelier de la Confederation, 


[1557] 


* Not printed. 
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t2 « 8 « No. 186. 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—{Received July 15.) 

Sir, 

,, I AM directed bv the Earl of Opwp , ^ oun \ n 9 Street, July 14, 1908. 

the 17th ultimo, and to inform you that he P/1 „ kn0 ^ le f, ge , the recei P t of /our letter of 
yhioh Secretary Sir Edward™ fey p” ^ ° f . the draft despatch 

Ad ls Ababa with regard to the conteSrKelro^ti^betl Majesty’s Minister at 
Africa Protectorate, except that he thinksthat m S rM and tho East 

graph might usefully be added to the draft to ’ Z Iff E f d ^ ard Gre ? 8U ggests, a para- 
unhealthiness of the climate and th* t0 J , e ™ BC * i that, having regard to the 

to be insufficient. and the ex, » ence of l«*ve, * staff of two officers appears 

I am, &c. 

__ (Signed) R. L. ANTROBUS. 


t2333 » No. 187. 

(No. 20. Africa.} ^ Edward Gre V to Mr - Graham. 

Sir, 

WITH reference to Sir E Gorst’s \t { ? r 0re '? n . Jul V 17, 1908. 

respecting the proposed delimitation of the Souda^Ah ° f the 17th 'dtimo 

6 north latitude to the Akobo I transmit boudan - A hyssima frontier from parallel 
Colonial Office in regard to the ml™ ^ a of a letter from the 

necessary for the ^ida^ Government 1 ?! detail^an^offi^ 6 9 0 l 0rt i e8 d °es not consider it 

-told ?g «. to of h?c«° 0 to “ d ,U<Ke *“ "»* * b *> <W 

comparative length of the two boundaries h Conuil)sslon Proportionate to the 

I understand frlmSir 11 R/\v7ngrte 0 ffiS e it S i > s U ^ Governnieilt on this proposal. 
Government to appoint a Special Dflegate to t h P C° ° ng6r conv ™t to the Soudan 
W the interests of his Government ^ to 

I am, &c. 

--- (Signed) E. GREY. 


[2333 » No. 188. 

Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 

Sir, 

is: tt ss 

ColonieTa^iy Ta Secretary of State for the 

q A Slr n E ' Grey 18 lustructing His Maiestv’s Mini t ?®?, 1 • to Major Cwynn. 

Soudan Government are willing to acceDt J tbp y r,- S i ter 3 S Gairo t0 ascertain if the 

your letter under reply as to the patent bv thl l m ^ de m the hst Paragraph of 

Sni7inVS" M ^ ™ <■*■» M,« Gwynn of «. ™ w » ejp ,, M , (| „ y 

I am, &c. 

- (Signed) F. A. CAMPBELL. 


* No. 180. 


t No. 181. 
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[25048] No. 189. 

Sir A. Hardinge to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 20.) 

(No. 76. Commercial.) 

Sir, Brussels , July 14, 1908. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a Law appearing in the 
“Moniteur Beige ” of to-day’s date, approving the Commercial Treaty between 
Belgium and Ethiopia which was signed on the 6th September, 1906. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 


Inclosure in No. 189. 

Extract from the “ Moniteur Beige ” of July 14, 1908. 


Loi approuvant le Traite' de Commerce conclu le 6 Septembre , 1906, entre la Belgique 

et VEthiopie. 

LEOPOLD II, Roi des Beiges, 

A tous presents et h venir, salut. 

Les Chambres ont adoptd et nou9 sanctionnons ce qui suit:— 

Article unique .—Le Traitd de Commerce conclu le 6 Septembre, 1906, entre la 
Belgique et l’Ethiopie sortira son plein et entier effet. 

Promulguons la prdsente Loi, ordonnons qu’elle soit revStue du sceau de l’Etat et 
publide par le “ Moniteur.” 

Donnd k Ostende, le 14 «Iuin, 1907. 

(Signd) LEOPOLD. 

Par le Roi: 

Le Ministre des Affaires Etrang^res, 

(Signd) J. Davignon. 

Vu et scelld du sceau de l’Etat: 

Le Ministre de la Justice, 

(Signd) J. Renkin. 


Traite 

Sa Majesty Leopold II, Roi des Beiges, et Sa Majesty Mdndlik II, Roi des llois 
d’Ethiopie, ddsirant rdgler et ddvelopper les relations commerciales entre la Belgique 
et l’Ethiopie, Sa Majestd le Roi des Beiges, reprdsente par son Pldnipotentiaire, 
M. H. Henin, Chevalier de l’Ordre de Leopold, &c., Consul-Gdn6ral de Belgique, 
chargd d’une mission en Ethiopie, dont les pleins pouvoirs ont dtd reconnus en bonne 
et due forme, et Sa Majestd Mendlik II, en son propre nom, agissant comme Roi des 
Rois d’Ethiopie, sont convenus de ce qui suit:— 

Article l er . 

Les sujets et les produits de chacun des deux pays jouiront r^ciproquement dans 
l’autre du m£me regime et des memes avantages, en matikre d’etablissement, de 
commerce, et de douane, que ceux qui sont actuellement accordes ou qui seraient 
accordds a l’avenir aux sujets et aux produits de la nation la plus favoris^e. 


Article 2. 

Le present Traits restera exdcutoire pendant dix ans, qui commenceront a courir 
deux mois apr£s le jour ou sa ratification par Sa Majestd le Roi des Beiges aura 6t6 
notifide a Sa Majestd le Roi des Rois d’Ethiopie. Dans le cas ou aucune des deux 
Parties Contractantes n’aurait notifid, un an avant la fin de la dite p^riode de dix 
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fusau'd. S Z^? ti0a , d ’ 6n fai " e - cessei ' les effets * le Traitd demeurera obligatoire 

“contattaS dSSLT” 1 ’* r " r du iour oi “ r “ tre *» P » rt “ 

lfl Pn 5? de ^ U0i . le P r , &ent Trait ® a 6t6 r6dig«§ en deux cxemplaires identiques en 
* Tranfaise et Amhanquc, d’une part au nom de 8a Majestd le Eoi desVlges 

Rois d-P=? taire s? 1 '®*j d’autre part, en son propre nom, comme Roi des 
Kois (i Lthiopie, par Sa Majeste lEmpereur M4n41ik II. 

6 Septembre, A 1906) Abeba ' ^ 2 Pag0umien de Van de S race 1898 (correspondant au 

(Sign6) H. HENIN. 

(Sceau de Sa Majesty l’Empereur Mdn&ik II.) 

Certifiepar le Secretaire-General du Ministfere des Affaires Strangles, 

(oigne) Chevr. van der Elst. 


[25082] 


No. 190. 

Sir E. Erjerton to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 20.) 


(No. 111.) 

WXffSUVST* ^ zs* 

I have, &c. 

(For the Ambassador), 

(Signed) WILLIAM ERSKINE. 


Inclosure in No. 190. 


Parliamentary Summary, July 1-14, 1908. 

betwem?italt T fnd 0 A\£f^ iU * 0 ® S ® nat( L ( . ni t,le lth instant on the recent Convention 
ground that it "••ive to Pierantoni criticized the Convention on the 

per fee t ly 'val u ekss 1 and He asooit.f', ^‘r ° f W 000 fr - some 50 ^ of 
Sio-nm- Tiff • t • , attacko(l Italian colonial policy on general ^rounds 

Scebell Thf only dan^nms nart 'TtZ 20ne U P to th <‘ Uebi 

vivo,. o- i • ' 3 , r)US P ait 01 this zone was the part between Merca *11111 flm 

Ihc Convention was approved by a large majority 

iiic Senate rose for the summer holidays on the 5th instant. 


[25619] 


No. 191. 


The Mar 1 uis di San Giuliano to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 23.) 
(Translation.) 

Your Excellency, T . ^ , 

B ™LSS“. 10 * 3*. 

SiSS&2SS- *• 
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proposals; and I am then to lay before you the following observations on the points to 
be included in the instructions in question:— 

1. Modus Procedendi .—My Government fear that the suppression of the phrase 
“ si l’entente ne sera pas possible ” from the draft presented by us may remove all 
practical sanction from Article 10, the application of which is the object of this first 
paragraph of the instructions. In accordance with the declarations of the British 
Government in their Memorandum of the 6th April, to the effect that Article 10 of 
the Agreement of 1906 is applicable to the interests specified in Article 3 and to such 
other interests as concern the general policy of the three Powers, and taking into 
account the desire of the British Government not to limit too strictly the action of the 
Representatives in Abyssinia, the Italian Government would propose the following 
formula:— 

“ Pour r6gler d’une fa$on uniforme l’application de certaines clauses de Y Accord 
de Londres du 13 D6cembre, 1906, en tant qu’elles se r6f£rent aux int6r£ts eommuns 
des trois Puissances Signataires dans l’Empire, ou k certains inter£ts sp6ciaux qui sont 
indiqu^s ci-dessous ; et pour 6viter d’une fa^on absolue de porter devant le Negus les 
diff^rends qui pourraient surgir entre les Repr6sentants des trois Puissances (qui 
doivent 6tre, ou du moins paraltre, compl&tement d’accord vis-k-vis du N6gus), chacun 
d’eux devra informer complement ses collogues de toutes les questions qui touchent 
a des int^rets eommuns des trois Puissances, de sujets de celles-ci, de tierces Puissances 
ou de sujets de ces demi&res. 

“ Dans le cas ou une difference d’opinion surgirait, quant a la manure de juger si 
une affaire d^terminee est ou non d’int6r6t commun, le Representant qui croira devoir 
soulever une objection en informera ses collogues, et les trois Repr£sentants exami- 
neront la question et prendront une decision. S’ils ne pourront pas se mettre d’accord, 
ils en r^fereront k leurs Gouvernements, en suspendant, en attendant, toute action.” 

2. Concessions. —My Government, entering into the order of ideas expressed in 
your Excellency’s note, would propose the following amended clause :— 

“ lies Repr^sentants des trois Puissances s’abstiendront de demander ou d’appuver 
les Concessions qui se trouveront en contradiction avec l’esprit de l’Accord du 
13 D^cembre, 1906, en tant qu’elles pourraient ldser les int6r£ts eommuns de l’une ou 
de plusieurs Puissances Signataires, et s’opposeront conjointement s’il est n^cessaire 
aux Concessions de ce genre qui seraient demand6es directement, soit par leurs 
sujets, soit par des Puissances tierces.” 

The last part of the clause proposed by your Excellency would seem superfluous, 
inasmuch as joint instructions cannot regulate the relations of each separate Minister 
with his Government, and in case of divergence the general priuciple mentioned above 
of carrying the question before the respective Governments would come into effect. 

3. Defence of the Legations.— The Italian Government are in perfect agreement 
with His Britannic Majesty’s Government. 

4*. Menelik's Successor.— As is well known to your Excellency, the Negus has 
officially notified to the foreign Representatives at Adis Ababa his designation of Ligg 
Jasu as heir to the Throne of Abyssinia. In view of this, and since our proposal on 
the subject, when at the desire of the British Government all reference to the moral 
support of the Powers has been suppressed therefrom, would be reduced merely to 
taking steps to urge the Negus to designate his heir, my Government consider that all 
this clause could be omitted. 

With regard to the other points, the Italian Government take note of the contents 
of your Excellency’s communication and have no objections to raise. 

If, as I hope, your Excellency is able to inform me of the concurrence of your 
Government in the proposals contained in the present note with regard to the modus 
procedendi— and my Government are ready to accept any more general formula on the 
subject which your Excellency may be pleased to suggest—and with regard to 
Concessions, it would be advisable, in my opinion, for a definite text to be drafted by 
the Foreign Office and this Embassy in consultation; it would then be possible to 
discuss in due course on the basis of this text the reply of the French Government, 
which, according to the Italian Charge d’Affaires in Paris, cannot be delayed much 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. DI SAN GIULIANO. 
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I2242 « No. 1« 

Sir Edward G„, a, *• S „„ 

Your Excellency, 

SW*- “ 4 -*-3S 

communication are receiving aerfoiM comid^o^+'ilV 116 pohlts rai8ed in T oar 
Majesty’s Government desire to await the reply of ft! V °\ ~ plyin » theret ° His 
application for a copy of the actual text of the new French Government to their 
honour to inform Count de Bosdari on the 14th m! Concession ' 1 had the 

being forwarded to the French Government. ^ M 7 that 8Uch an aPPhcation was 

Government on tlufsubject! 0 mqUlre when we ma y ex P ect the reply from the French 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[2382 « No. 193. 

Sir »w Ok, „ ti , di s „ 

Your Excellency, 

+ i HAVE the hon °ur to acknowledge the F l rei 9 n °$ ce > Jul V 24, 1908. 

the 9th instant informing me that the Ttfiio n recei P t of y our Excellency’s note of 
take formal act of thZfiK "“?? to “• P»P«S to 

his heir to the Throne of Ethiopia. 7 Emperor Menelek as to the choice of 

as yet taken place^ith “t communication has 

the information as to the action of the French Govei™^ 0 ^ In T iew ’ however, of 
your Excellency’s note under reply the overament m the matter contained in 
informed that His Majesty’s Gov/rnm^f the Republic will now be 

Menelek’s communication 73 Q ° verament inte “ d formally to acknowledge the Emperor 

I have, &c. 

_ (Signed) E. GREY. 


23823 J No. 104. 

^No. 47. Africa.) S " Edward Gre V lo Sir F. Bertie. 

HIS Majesty’s Government have recently F ° T f gn °^ e < Ju ty 24, 1908. 
Minister in Adis Ababa that the Emperor^Menelek has f “ T Hls Majesty's 
his grandson, Lij Yasu, as His Majesty’s heir to the ThrorJnf/^ 0 ^^ bls c h°ice of 
It was the intention of His m/w,,’. n “ e Ihrone of Abyssinia. 

Signatory Powers of thei 9 06A? reeme J nt shouW° , ioin I i ient f tO P f P ° se that the three 

the Negus. They understand, however that the Fron h ^/ orma * acknowledgment to 

is'siA b * hi *«»-»»»«*« s. 

to Sir 1 J* hSu"Z t“E S SStSffiE cl d ZSS. i ”‘ ructio " 

I am, &C. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 
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124482] 


e 


b. 74.) 


No. 195. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir J. Harrington. 


u Foreign Office , July 24, 1908. 

* I HAVE received your despatch No. 18 of the 16th ultimo respecting the control 
of the frontier between Abyssinia and the East Africa Protectorate. 

With regard to the establishment of posts on the Abyssinian side of the frontier, 
you should endeavour as occasion offers to obtain the Emperor’s consent to the 
establishment of two posts in Abyssinian territory should it prove after delimitation 
that there are no suitable places on the British side of the frontier except Churre 
Moyele. 

You should not, for the present at any rate, give His Majesty any reason to 
suppose that His Majesty’s Government might be willing to make him a money 
payment in return for permission to establish these posts in Abyssinian territory. 

I have observed that your scheme only provides for two British Inspector?*. 
Having regard to the unheaithiness of the climate and the exigencies of leave, this 
number appears to me insufficient. I shall be glad of your views on this point. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[23823] No. 196 * 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir J. Harrington. 

(No. 75.) 

Foreign Office , July 24, 1908. 

’ WITH reference to your telegram No. 28 of the 19th ultimo, you should 
address to King Menelek on behalf of His Majesty’s Government a formal acknow¬ 
ledgment of His Majesty’s notification of the choice of his grandson Lij Jasu as His 

Majesty’s heir to the Throne of Ethiopia. 

I inclose, for your information, copies of the correspondence which has passed 
between the Italian Ambassador, and with His Majesty’s Ambassador at Paris, on the 
subject* 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[26040] 


No. 197. 

Sir F. Bertie to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 27.) 


No. 40. Africa.) . _ ^ 

gjj Pans , July 25, 1908. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 46, Africa, of the 23rd instant, relative to 
the new Abyssinian Railway Concession, I have the honour to transmit to you here¬ 
with copy of a Memorandum communicated by the Ministry for Foreign Affairs to 
His Majesty’s Embassy, stating that a copy of the Concession cannot be given to the 
Embassy until it has been laid before the Chamber of Deputies. 

I have learned from the Ministry for Eoreign Affairs that the matter will in all 
probability be brought before the French Parliament soon after they reassemble in 

October. _, _ 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS BERTIE. 


Inclosure in No. 197. 

Memorandum from the French Government. 

EN r6ponse a la note qui lui a 6t6 adress^e le 20 Mai dernier, le Ministdre des 
Affaires Strangles a l’honneur de faire savoir h l’Ambassade de Sa Majestd 

* Nos. 182, 193, and 194 
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mSSSSTjJoS £JSt ftJSL sS* * d„ „„ 

Ab ‘ a ^r “* e cSss ^sr Ia i e . Djib ~ ii s “<»- 

Paricmont, untTopfe 5”Sntat^c5i?" f “ ohm iV le fer *“'* m dutribuS au 
bien entendu que lorsque Ip Parle nJ^ **** r ^ mis ® a l'Ambassade, et il est en outre 

2S? *> 1» Compagnie dfc'heSndSSleDiL'SlTSdS 

Le 18 Juin, 1908. 


r2798 °i No. 198. 

™* M " r, ‘“ * ®" “ Si ’ *<»r i Orv.-dt.cM Au,j,„ U .) 

^Translation.)- 1 

i5f- 

have the honour to inform vou that thp Swi ^ u f.^ er da *® l 7t b June last, I 

t L’ftr' 1 ihy ir'° “ ,he 

by the Negus, concerning not onlythe^H™?’? 1118 t0 ° tIler demand8 Put forward 
also those regarding telegraph and telephM^services ‘° ^ P ° 8tal 8ervice ’ but 

made of the adhesion*^Ab^^ mention was only 

of the Italian Postal Union and, as the support 

Italian Government do not think that the French C e take . n ln t ^ at connection, the 
those limits Confirmation oAhishas g ° ne be ^ d 
regard to the demand for teleoraohs mi l f^i 0 1 ±i? >a y S V due re serve in 

I have 0f the e h af0re8 f ” from the SwIssLegltn bave 

onour o nng the above to your knowledge, and I avail, &c. 
_ (Signed) A. di SAN GIULIANO. 


,25619j No, 199. 

Sir Edward Grey to the Marquis di San Giuliano. 

Your Excellency, v 

of Great Britain, Italy, and France at*Adi« Ah ^ U IC1 f S T 1 ^ ctlons 1 to ^P e P re sentatives 
following observations *on *> the 

Excellency’s Government ^modify'’the^tems^of this U™ 68 * endeavours of your 
conformity with the desires of His f “ clai,se so as to bring it into 

ont that the n ¥ rffflrfSlm ,, aSS2 y i tTenToSJ h T ^ honour to ^ 

original text as notified to the Italian P Charoe ( V Affair/ objectaon made to the 

ast, namely, that the discretion of m “7™* <£ the 14th May 

be unduly restricted bylthe insertion of tho • 1 <{ Pyc s entative at Adis Ababa would 

W fl O H I A 4, n TT- Tl i in the final sentence of the clause. 116 P ° urront pas se mettre 

clause as now proposed by thlbteharcLvernm^r geDerally WJth tbe terms of this 

already been arranged, al^re&rence ^T’Xuld th . at , as this question has 
instructions. reieience to it should be omitted from the identic 

f 

up in conStatira^^eTn the^Ll^EmbaRR^ 3 * rt d ^. fildt ® text 8ll ould now be drawn 
ment are of opinion that until the French Government have madelno^ffir p^S 
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on the subject very little would be gained by the adoption of such a course. Any 
definite text so drawn up and agreed upon would doubtless have to be considerably 
amended when the desires of the French Government are made known, and I have" 
the honour to suggest, therefore, that the matter should now be left in abeyance until 
our two Governments are in receipt of the French Government’s reply to the 
communication made to them by the late Count Tomielli in January last. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[23347] No. 200. 

Foreign Office io Messrs . Ochs Brothers. 

Gentlemen, Foreign Office , August 13, 190S 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to state that he lias had under his 
consideration your letter of the 3rd ultimo, in which you renew your request that 
His Majesty’s Government should intervene with the Abyssinian authorities on your 
behalf in order to secure the recognition of the International Ethiopian Railway Trust 
Company’s rights as mortgagees of the railway station of Dird Hawa and of 80 kilom. 
of the railway line in Abyssinian territory. 

The right of the Trust Company to enter into possession of the Hire Hawa 
station, $c., mortgaged to them must, it is considered, depend in the first instance cn 
the law prevailing in Abyssinia. The general principles of international law lay down 
that all land is subject to the laws of the country in which it is situated. There is, 
however, in the documents in the possession of this Office no evidence to show that 
the Railway Company, as holders of the Concession from the Emperor Menelek for 
the construction of the line, were entitled according to Abyssinian law to mortgage 
their right to the land, and there is likewise nothing to show that the Emperor 
Menelek consented to the execution of a mortgage by the Railway Company entitling 
the Trust Company to step in and seize the land in the possession of the Railway 
Company. 

In the terms of the Agreement between the Railway Company and the French 
Government as regards that portion of the line which lies in French territory, a 
special stipulation was inserted to the effect that no portion of the line in French 
territory could be mortgaged without the consent of the French Government, and 
there is also a proviso that this clause is not to be held to apply to that portion of the 
line in Abyssinian territory except as the result of a direct understanding with the 
Emperor Menelek. As no steps seem to have been taken at the time to obtain the 
Emperor’s consent to the mortgage, the Railway Company would not appear to have 
had the power to give, nor the Trust Company to receive, a right to seize and enter 
into possession of any portion of the line situated in Abyssinian territory unless that 
right was recognized by the laws then prevailing in Abyssinia. 

For these reasons Sir E. Grey regrets that he is unable to make any representa¬ 
tions on your behalf to the Emperor Menelek, who appears to have been completely 
within his rights in preventing the representatives of the Trust Company from taking 
possession of the station of Hir6 Dawa and the 80 kilom. of the railway. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) W. LANGLEY. 


[29012] No. 201. 

Sir R. Wingate to Sir E. Gorst.—(Communicated by Sir E. Gorst, August 15.) 

G over nor- G eneraV s Office , Dunbar , 

My dear Gorst, August 13, 1908. 

WITH regard to the Italian Ambassador’s letter to Sir Edward Grey dated the 
24th June, and the latter’s reply dated the 23rd July, concerning certain proposals 
relating to the abolition of all internal customs dues, &c., in Abyssinia, and requesting 
the views of His Majesty’s Government on the subject, I observe that the Marquis di 
San Giuliano states that “ The Italian Government would on their part naturally be 
prepared to grant their own support, with a view to like conditions being granted to 
goods following the commercial routes to and from the Soudan.” 

[1557] - 2 T 
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W i n,! ?! T + fi? udan i S concerned thls 18 a matter of considerable importance 
+W * T 7 1 d t 0 th °^ gh * e ™ lon of the Erythaean Convention. May I suggest 
that in the event of Sir Edward Grey replying further to the Italian note, he intimites 
that the proposed scheme of taxation, in so far as the Soudan is concerned, should be 

nexYwinter .' 1 1 am m a posltlon to send m a special note on the subject some time 

CovprlmlnTVrl T, ny s ! m . ila ^loestions pending between ourselves and the Erythrman 
Government and Abyssinia that it was my intention to suggest to you to send 

r E* Hay ® s Sad ] er > the ttwotor of Soudan Customs, to Asmara to confer with the 
Governor of Erythrsea on all these questions with a view to arriving at some mutuallv 
satisfactory arrangement. If you concur in this project, I would suggest Major Havel 
Sadler being a lowed to go to the Foreign OfficeVhilst he is at home on leavethis 
summer, and look up the various letters and Memoranda which have passed on the 
Customs arrangements between Italy, France, England, and Abyssinia ; P he is a * ood 
business man and can be thoroughly trusted in regard to confidential documents. ° 

Yours, &c. 

(Signed) R. WINGATE. 


128594] No. 202. 

Mr. Erskine to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 17.) 

(No. 28. Africa.) 

Sir, 

WITH reference to Sir E. Egerton’s despatch No. 24, Africa of ^the ^Gth^June 

i 0 Sm“ g / h6 t , teXt , r d - translat i 0n , 0f the two Conventions ’between Itdy and 

byssmia, for the delimitation of the frontier between Ethiopia and Benadir and 
between Dankalia and Erythrma, together with the Additional Act with regard to the 

Ew LY he ■! t u Lan government of 3,000,000 lire to King Menelek, \ have Shi 
honour to transmit herewith copy and translation of a Royal Decree, which has been 

fn qSsSn m ^ GaZette ” ° f 8th instant - givin S efiect to the Agreements 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WILLIAM ERSKINE. 


Inclosure in No. 202. 

Extract from the Italian " Official Gazette ” of August 8, 1908. 

(Translation.) 

of Itaty CT0R EMMANUEL In > tte grace of God and the will of the nation King 

1 he Senate and the Chamber of Deputies have approved • 

We have sanctioned and promulgate as follows 

, . Arti e le 1- The two joint Conventions, dated Adis Abeba the 16th Mav 1908 
between the Itahan Government and the Ethiopian Government for the *• ’ 

of the frontier between Ethiopia and Italian 

Erythnea towards Dancalia (Inclosures A and B). Ethiopia and 

Article 2. The joint Additional Act of the 16th May 1908 of the n n „ TOn ,-„ t 
he smie date, relative to the boundary of Somalia (Tnclosure C) is a™Id To 
fulfil the obligations assumed by the Italian Government imder that Additional Act 
authorization is given for the extraordinary payment of 3 000 000 lire to be nlnn 1 ’ 

the estimates for the year 1907-8 of the Ministry for Foreign Affair? ! ? P ed °" 
be placed at the disposition of the Emperor of' Ethfopia ® S ’ ^ SUm 18 t0 

the ofificialY^ertioY^f^LawYIuid^Decrees of 6 tYe^Kinadcf 6 b@ ~ d in 

whomsoever it may concern to observe and to cause it to bf observed 

Given at Racconigi, the 17th day of July, 1908. 

(Signed) Tittoni. (Signed > VICT °R EMMANUEL. 

Carcano. 
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[287631 No - 203 - 

The Marquis di San Giuliano to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 18.) 

(Translation.) Italian Embassy, London, August 15, 1908. 

’ IN your note of the 24th ultimo you were good enough to inform me that the 
French Government had been informed by the British Government that the latter 
intended to take formal act of the communication of the Negus relative to the 

designation of Lig Yasu as heir to the throne. ,. , 

I venture to ask you to inform me whether the French Government replied to 

that communication and in what sense. . . , i . 

Thanking you in advance for the communication you may be good enough to make 

to me in the matter, I avail, &c. (Signed) A. DI SAN GIULIANO. 


[288051 No - 204> 

Sir G. Bonham to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 19.) 

I? 0, 45 ) Berne, August 17, 1908. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 33 of the 13th ultimo, forwarding copy of 
the communication addressed by the Federal Government to the Governments of the 
States forming part of the Universal Postal Union informing them of the admission 
of Ethiopia into the Union, I have the honour to report that the Italian Minister has 
received instructions to inform his English and French colleagues of the reply given 
by the Italian Government to the note from the Swiss Charge d Affaires in Rome, 

notifying the request made by the Emperor Menelik. 

The Italian note contains reservations with regard to further demands made by 
the Emperor relating to telegraphs and telephones which have not been considered by 

thG Thf Marquis" Cusanf ’ handed to me the text of the note of which a copy is 

inclosed to* serve as a Memorandum of his verbal communication. 

A similar communication lias been made to the French Embassy, and also to the 

Federal Government. j have) &c . 

(Signed) G. I. BONHAM. 


Inclosure in No. 204. 

Memorandum communicated by M. Tittoni to the Swiss Charge d’Affaires in Rome. 

PAR votre note du 7 Juillet courant vous avez bien voulu me notifier en 
application de i'Article 21, pampotphe 2, do to Coa™t.on Po.toto Cmve^U. (1906), 
la demande d’admission de l’Ethiopie dans 1 Union Postalo Universelle. 

Cette demande, comportant l’adhdsion de ce pays a a Convention susdite, a 6t6 
pr6sentde au Haut Conseil Federal par lentremise de 1 Ambassadeur de 1 ranee a 
Berne h ce autorise par une lettre de Sa Majeste Mendhk, moyennant entente 
prdalable avec les Gouvernements dltalie et de Grande-Brctagne, dilment sigmfiee au 

HaUt EnprenantYcte de votre communication, je crois devoir, par abondance formuler 
des reserves au sujet des autres demandes dont ll est question dans la lettre de Sa 
Majest? M6nTbk, ''et auxqueUes vous faites allusion dans le texte mfime de 

V ° tre Cef autres demandes, visant le service des tdlegraphes et des telephones, ne 
sauraient, en effet, former l’objet d’une notification de la part du Haut Conseil Federal 
et n’ont pas et 6 considerees par les trois Puissances interessees. 

Je vous saurai bien gre de vouloir me commumquer, en son temps, la date k 
partir de laquelle on propose de rendre valable l’adhesion de 1 Ethiopie a 1 Union 
Postale Universelle, le montant de la dotation du Gouvernement Ethiopien aux frais 
du Bureau International, et des equivalents des taxes a fixer pour ce pays. 


L64 


[28763] No. 205. 

Sir Edward Grey to the Marquis di San Giuliano. 

Your Excellency, Foreign Office, August 24, 1908. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s note of the 
15th instant, inquiring whether the French Government have replied to the communi¬ 
cation addressed to them by His Majesty’s Government stating that His Majesty’s- 
Govemment intended to take formal act of the Negus’ announcement that he had 
designated Lig Yasu as his successor. 

I have the honour to inform your Excellency that no reply has been received from 
the French Government on the subject, and that His Majesty’s Ambassador at Paris is 
being requested to report if he is aware of the views of the French Government in 
regard to the matter. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[28763] No. 206. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Bertie. 

(No. 54. Africa,) 

Sir, Foreign Office , August 24, 1908. 

I TRANSMIT to your Excellency herewith a copy of a note from the Italian 
Ambassador to this Court,* respecting the Negus’ designation of Lij Yasu as his 
successor. 

In view of the inquiry contained in section 2 of this note, your Excellency should 
make a communication to the French Government in the sense of my despatch No. 47, 
Africa, of the 24th ultimo, and ascertain if the statement contained in section 2 of 
M. di San Giuliano’s note of the 9th ultimo is in accordance with facts. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY 


[29912] No. 207. 

Note communicated by French Embassy , August 28, 190S. 

LES Gouvernements Anglais, Fraugais, et Italien se sont mis recemment d’accord 
pour appuyer a Berne la demande d’adhesion de l’Ethiopie a l’Union Postale 
Universelle. La demande qui a ete presentee au Conseil Federal par l’Ambassadeur 
de France a Berne ne visait que le service des postes. 

Au cas ou l’Empereur Menelik desirerait* adherer egalement a la Convention de 
Saint-Petersbourg du 22 Juillet, 1875, sur le service telegraphique, le Gouvernement 
Britannique serait-il disposd a appuyer sa demande, d’accord avec les Gouvernements 
Frangais et Italien ? 

Le 27 Aout, 1908. 


[29012] No. 208. 

Foreign Office to Sir It. Wingate. 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 29, 1908. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to transmit to you herewith copies of a 
note from the Italian Ambassador and of the reply which has been returned to his 
Excellency respecting the abolition of internal taxes in Abyssinia.| 

You will observe that the Italian Government are willing to agree to certain dues 
being collected on the Adis Ababa-Dire Dawa route and on goods entering and leaving 
Erythrsea and the Benadir along their commercial routes, provided that, ( a) in the 
case of railways constructed by Italy, that country shall enjoy the same conditions as 
France in respect of the Jibuti Railway, ( b ) the toll and transit dues are abolished on 
the commercial routes leading to Italian Colonies. 


* No. 203. 


| Nos. 172 and 192. 
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In view of the fact that the Italian Government have expressed their willinjness 

similar’terms^for the ^udan^^E^Gre^wiU^^gmtefuT’for anv Observations you 
may have to offer in regard to the matter. j ^ ^ - 

(Signed) ' W. LANGLEY. 


[30244] 


No. 209. 


Sir J. Harrington to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 31.) 

Adis Ababa , July 31, 1908. 

ir ’ I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your despatch No. 41 of the 8th 

““VIbo .IwtS “ZK'“SSSSSrf W conduct the finishing eduction 
of inteTreters at Khartoum rather than in England, but I am unab e, after my expe¬ 
rience of interpreters in this country, to alter my previously expressed opinion, that an 
;„terr.rpter to be reallv useful must have spent some time in Europe. 

Ts reirds bSnJinterpreters who have received their education at Government 
expense hv a contract 8 to serve His Majesty’s Government for a certain period the 
resuTof my inquiries only confirms me in my belief that it.is almost impossible to 

'’’’“'The'b°S™“tc?£ttaS5«ct who have received their education atGovern¬ 
ment^Spent K£“e Hi. Majesty's Government is that there are not m„„ ucrahve 
appointments to be obtained as interpreters outside the ^f tl0 f n ’ an ^* ef pf eg 8 ion 
being in Legation employ they enjoy a certain position and are free from oppress 

011th I 6 £s°e ES a 0U st2me e nt of the expenditure incurred up to date in the 
education of two youths from the Swedish Mission at Asmara. (Your despatch No. 6 

° f th liaLemeS were Se by His Majesty’s Charge d’Afiaires, Mr. Holder, with 
the Govenfor-General of the Soudan, for their education at Khartoum, and they were 

accordingly sent there in February last. 

No accounts have yet been received of expenditure at Khartoum. 

(Signed) 6 ’ J. L. HARRINGTON. 


Inclosure in No. 209. 


Statement of Expenditure of Abyssinian Student Interpreters. 


August . • Part journey from Asmara 

Saddles at Diredawa .. 


October • . Utensils and rations .. 

November •. Rations, &c. • • 

December .. Rations, &c. • • 


77*80 

10-00 

87-80 

13- 75 

14- 00 
14-25 

42-00 


£ 8. d. 


At 8J 10 0 8 


At 91 4 8 5 


1908. 

January .. Present for Christmas 

Rations, Ac. • • 

February .. Rations, Ac. ;• •• 

Five months pay, at 10 dollars 

each per month 

Advances for journey, 50 dollars 
each 

March .. Journey to Sue* 


20-00 

14- 00 

15- 00 
100-00 

100 00 

118-50 

367*50 At 10 30 15 0 

51 4 1 


2 U 


L1557] 


166 


[30246] 


No* 210. 


(No 29 S ' r J ' Harrin 9 ton t0 Sir Ed ward Grey.—(Received August 31.) 

Sir 

’ wrrtr f . A dis Ababa, August 7, 1908. 

• i . reference to your despatch No. 16 of the 19th February last, one of the 
,i I 11 "'J 110 * 1 w as a copy of King George’s Decree sanctioning the Statutes of 

ellemc community at Adis Ababa, I have the honour to report that this 
community no longer exists. 

Dissensions speedily arose amongst its members, and before long reached so acute 
“ e Committee resigned in a body, and it has been found impossible to 
reconstitute it. The entire burden of the protection of the Greeks in Abyssinia, 
including the hearing and settling of disputes in which they are involved, has thus 
once more fallen on this Legation. 

T c ,J he / easc !“ s Rowing the urgent necessity for the release of His Majesty’s 
vf f r.7 l b " rde “ we re set out at great length by Mr. Hohler in his despatches 
No. 64 of the 10th October and No. 90 of the 21st December, 1907. The principal 
arguments are the following F 

1. The great danger to the Legation in times of riot or disturbances, when the 
Greeks are certain to provoke hostilities in the town and then take refuge here. 

ins was recently exemplified in the case of a brawl which took place in a Greek 

’ n * + C ; 0UrS ? S? whi t shots were fired * The entire Greek Colony, in terror at 
the results of their folly, rushed to the Legation for protection. 

• . 1 10 odl ?P which attaches to the Legation through our obligation to interfere 
n t , ^ny 61 " 611 ^ 111 ^ dls P^ tes an <l quarrels between Greeks and Abyssinians. 

. 1 lie waste ot valuable time in dealing with Greek cases, to the exclusion of 
more important matters, at audiences with the Emperor. 

4. Ihe heavy and thankless task imposed on the Legation. 

In a despatch from Athens, dated the 28th November, 1907, Sir Francis Elliot 
reported that the Greek Minister for Foreign Affairs had as a temporary measure 
intended appointing a member of the Greek community as Honorary Consul at Adis 
Ababa, but that he found on inquiry that there was no one of sufllcient authority or 
social standing to be intrusted with these functions. He therefore recognized the 
necessity for the appointment of a regular Consular official, for which a Bill would 
have to be carried through the Chamber. More than eight months have now elapsed 
but no steps in the matter seem to have been taken. It is therefore evident that the 
only way of compelling the Greek Government to take action is to assign them a time 
limit lor the settlement of this matter, on the expiry of which His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment would cease to grant Greek subjects their protection. * 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. HARRINGTON. 


[ 31020 ] 


No. 211. 


Mr. Graham to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 7.) 


(No. 9. Africa.) 

Sir 

k ’ tv i , Alexandria , August 31, 1907 

1.N reply to your despatch No. 20, Africa, of the Nth ultimo, I have the honour to 
report that I have received a despatch from the Acting Governor-General of the 
oudan, informing me that the Soudanese Government are prepared to pay a share of 
me cost of delimitation of the Soudanese-Abyssinian frontier, proportionate to the 
fv ft a mn V !iv lei ? gths of J 11 ® tw ° boundaries. The total cost being estimated at 
£ E 800 the Stare payab e tlie Soudanese Government would be approximately 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) RONALD GRAHAM. 
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[29912] No. 212. 

Sir Edward Grey to Marquis di San Giuliano. 

^ n Foreiqn Office , September 9, 1908. 

^^HAyEthe honour to inform your Excellency that the French Charge d’Affaires 
called at this Office recently and stated that the Emperor Menelek s request• fo ^ J 
by the French Ambassador at Berne, that Abyssinia should be allowed to adhere to the 

Universal Postal Union only applied to the postal service. . hi ^ to 

M de Manneville inquired whether, m the event of Ethiopia wisn 
adhere to the Convention of St. Petersburgh of the 22nd July, ; L875 respect, 1 ig the 
telegraphic service, His Majesty’s Government would be prepared to support 9 
in coni unction with the Governments of Italy and France. 

Before considering this question, I should be glad if your Excellency wou 
good as to iZm me what answer was returned by the French Government to the 
inquiry, referred to in your Excellency’s note of the 8th ultimo, made by the Italian 

Ambassador at Paris. j hav6i & c . 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[31656] No - 213 ' 

Sir F. Bertie to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 12.) 

(No. 45. Africa.) p ong> September 10, 1908. 

M S'yo. wll? £ S* ttaM Hi,M f ’ W 

Lrectf.hd that the French Mini.ter at Ad,. Ababa was m.trneted 
to acknowledge the Emperor Menelek’s communication^ 

(Signed) aV6 ’ FRANCIS BERTIE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 213. 

, _ Sir F ' B ' rtie t0 ^ Pk " 0n - Paris , August 31, 1908. 

UIsZaTestv’s Government were informed some time ago by their Representative 
at aIs Sa that The" Emperor Menelek had formally notified his choice of his 

grandson, Lij Yasu, as that the three 

'y’s Government toected His Majesty’s Minister at Adis Ababa to take similar 
action. i nfl *mf»HnTw from Sir Edward Grey to inquire of your Excellency 

M.W “ •» *>» 

sent to the French Minister at Adis Ababa was correct. 

(Signed) FRANCIS BERTIE. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 213. 
A/. Pichon to Sir F. Bertie. 


M. l’Ambassadeur, D . 

31 Aoht dernier! 1 relative 0 la"notffica tio V?" Exe ,^ lence de sa . letfrfen date du 
son successeur dventuel au Tr6ne d’Ethiop^ 1 6 ^ Empereur du choix de 

r Sa *!***“ “**> « 1. 

Agr6ez, &C. 

_ (Signed) 8. PICHON. 


[31656] Ho 2U 

Sir Edward Grey to Marquis di San Giuliano. 

Your Excellency, „ . _ _ 

WITH reference to my note of the 94 * 1 , n- °F ce ’ , Se P tem ber 16, 1908. 

Emperor Menelek of liis successor I have th r ^ a P ectm g the designation by the 

despatch has been revived from H; a M - h f ‘° mform - vour Excellency that a 

from the French Government M Pick? 68 *? ♦ Minister at Pans transmitting a note 
Ababa was instructed to S the Pm' the French Minister at Addis 

Majesty’s '» H “ 

I have, &c. 

__ (Signed) E. GREY. 


f32983 ^ No. 215. 

The Marquis ai San Giuliano to Si - Edward Grey. -(Received September 23 ) 
(Translation.) ; 

Your Excellency, 7 . ,. „ , 

-u ?£ trsa-^var^s 

menus'in agreexfenf on'Ttl that •“/ <%"***«* learnt that British Govern- 
procedendT; "* “J* 60 ??? to the 

Government is disposed to accept on this noint The^ ° f * Jul y> the Italian 

which meets with the approval oMhe PrbkJ? p h ^ general form “ formula ”) 
Government desire ineTSLSA^E^&r'?*- T ? ^ the case ’ “7 
would not be possible for theBritishGovernment to Sr!^ 1 ? qulro whether & 
this point, while the Italian Government I ? P ° S6 a fo ™ 111 re S ard to 

with a view to inducing the Frendi GoveTnl ** their re P reseQ tations at Paris 

their opinion regarding the proposed^ide^ti^insfanictions 6 ^ 1 ' 688 further delay 

which you may be good en°oug°h tolddrewto me. communicatio11 on this subject 

I have, &c. 

_ (Signed) SAN GIULIANO. 


[33022] No. gig 

(No. 33.) ^ J ‘ HarTin9t0n t0 Sir Ed ^rd Grey.-(Received September 23.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

PROTECTION of southern frontier. 6 ’ Se P tember 23 > 1908. 

I presume that the grant for next year will be renewed. 


[333161 
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No. 217. .j 

Memorandum by Sir F. Campbell. 

THE French. Ambassador stated that the Italian Ambassador at Paris had 
approached M. Pichon with a suggestion that further detailed instructions should be 
given to the Representatives of the three Powers at Adis Ababa, and had stated that 

His Majesty’s Government were agreed in principle. ,, 

M. Pichon had replied that he had no information to this effect, and that he hardly 
thought that any such instructions were needed. M. Cambon added that matters 
appeared to be proceeding smoothly at present, and no complaints were being received 

from any side. # _ _ . , ,. A 

The French Government ask what view we take and what we have replied. 

F. A. 0. 

Foreign Office, September 25, 1908. 


[33516] No - 218 - 

Sir J. Harrington to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received September 28.) 

(No- 31.) . . . Ababa , September 4, 1908. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 74 of the 24th July last, I have the 
honour to inform vou that your instructions regarding the establishment of posts on’; 
the Abvssinian side of the frontier with British East Africa have been noted. 

With reference to the scheme for the control of the frontier, submitted with my 
despatch No. 18 of the 16th June last, economical reasons induced me to suggest two 
inspectors only, mv idea being that one should be always on the frontier. 

There is no doubt whatever in my mind, having regard to the unhealthmess 
of ’the climate and the exigencies of leave, that, if the extra expenditure can be 
sanctioned, three inspectors would be a more satisfactory number, and would insure a 
more efficient control of the frontier. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. L. HARRINGTON. 


[33501] No - 219 * 

Mr. Young to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 28.) 

% 

* * / 

(No. 4. Africa.) Athens, September 21, 1908. 

’ IN conformity with the instructions contained in your despatch No. 4 , Africa, 
of the 10th instant, I pointed out to the Greek Minister for Foreign Affairs that the 
Greek community, whose institution it was hoped would relieve the British Legation 
at Adis 4.baba of some of the embarrassments incidental to the protection ot Greek 
interests, had ceased to exist. I inquired what steps the Greek Government were 
taking with a view to the appointment of a Greek salaried Consular officer at 

Adis Ababa-fa^i ^ that it had bee n decided to send an official to Abyssinia to 
make inquiries on the spot and to report on the sort of appointment that should be 
made. The Greek Consul-General at Alexandria would probably be selected for 

this ^ gocm thig visit of inspection would be made, and his Excellency 

replied in November next. bave 

(Signed) ’ ALBAN YOUNG. 


[1557] 


2 X 


170 


[33022] No. 220. 

93 j Sir Edward Grey to Sir J. Harrington. 

trt^7~?i~r«tl re S7p,aT 9 r' tto ”' d lhe sa, “ ry " d “p”"*”' «■ z*pt™, 

atfatuJe thM »hJ. the Coma,™ i» „ n the ttoeUer it i. poeaible to dfJKt » 
Moreover, as soon as the Commission has finished its labours whioh T a 

If, in view of the above considerations, you still remain of opinion that it is 
desirable to obtam an extension of M. Zaphiro’s services in his present cameitt I 
would request you to furnish me with any considerations which might serve as a his is 
to an appeal to the Treasury with regard to the matter. g a basl 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[34155] No. 221. 

Mr. Graham to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 3.) 

(No. 11. Africa.) 

Sir, „ . 

hr / Hj R? S“ l T»" “ *™““ With *■ interest ;££&%?& 
bruster, which has been communicated to me by the Acting rL 01 .„ ^ n * ^ 1 * * r ! n “ 
Soudan, on his recent journey in Abyssinia 7 Ctl " g Governor *General of the 

I propose, with your approval, to request the Soudan Government tn 
Mr. Armbruster for the valuable information which he has supplied. an ^ 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) RONALD GRAHAM. 


Inclosure in No. 221. 

(Secret) ^ r * ^rmbruster to Major Phipps . 

h.™’. mS,?;! i“toZ.“i" l ““ * E ' p ° n “ receni ■ 

(A.) General, pp. 1 to 11. 

(B.) Political (Secret), pp. 12 to 34. 

(C.) Topographical, with three maps.® 


(A.) General Report on Mb. Abmbruster’s Journey in Abvssinia, 1908. 


1. Outline of journey. 

2. Trade prospects. 

3. Market prices. 

4. Currency. 

5. Gallabat customs. 

6. Purchase of mules. 

7. Presents. 

8. Slavery. 

9. Religious matters. 

10. Condition of natives. 


11. Equipment, stores, and supplies. 

12. Transport. 

13. Roads. 

14. Servants and camp followers, 
lo. Arab battalion escort. 

16. Health. 

17. Insects. 

18. Botany. 

19. European writers on Abyssinia. 


* Not printed. 
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1. Outline of Journey. 

I left Khartoum on the 12th January, and proceeded by way of Wad Medam. 
Mefaza, and Gedaref to Gallabat, spending a few days at each of these places, making 

arrangements about transport (see “ Transport ”). , , , ^ „ i a 

Leaving Gallabat on the 15th February, I proceeded to sketch the route towards 
Chelga, but; owing to failing health (see “ Health ”), abandoned this work after carrying it 
as far as the Gandoa Valley, and on the 27th February took the direct track to Lake 
Tsana, which I reached on the 8th March at Delgie. I then proceeded to Chelga, 
which I reached on the 13th March, and sketched the country from there to Gondar, 
thus connecting my work of last year with that of Parker Bey, which joins Gallabat 
to Chelga. This occupied me till the 8th April, when I left for Debra Tabor waich I 
reached on the 17th. After several interviews with Ras Guksa, I left on the 20th, and 
crossed the Blue Nile by the first bridge on the 28th. On the 5th May I reached Mota, 
and on the 13th Debra Work, on the 18th Bitcliana, and on the 23rd Debra Markos, 
where I was received by Dejazmatch Siyyum, Governor of Godjam, and Ras Worki, 
who also resides there. Leaving on the 25th, I reached Dembetcha on the 29th ana 
Bure, the head-quarters of Ras Mangasha, on the 4th June. I did not meet Ras 
Mangasha (see “ (B) Political Report ”). 1 reached Dangila on the 10th June, crossed 

the Belessa on the 14th, and, traversing the Gimz country, reached the Soudan frontier 
on the 28th, and Roseires on the 1st July. Thence I left by steamer on the 3rd, and 
reached Khartoum on the 10th July. 

2. Trade Prospects. 

I have to add to my remarks under this heading last year that I have arrived 
at the further conclusion that we cannot look for much increase in our trade with 
Abvssinia so long: as that country remains under the present regime. 

The only step to promote trade which I consider feasible at present is to endeavour 

to nush the matter of the new currency (see “ Currency ”). # , 

P The following instance will, I think, explain the situation better than any general 

remarks :— 

While I was waiting at Bure I was visited by two Armenian brothers named 
Astikyan They were merchants from Khartoum North, who ha,d, they said, joined the 
caravan that went to Dunkur early this year under Mr. Walker’s auspices. They took 
with them eight camel-loads of goods. They waited at Dunkur until Mr. Walker 
returned to the Soudan, by which time they had still done next to no business. They 
then sent four camel-loads to Gallabat, and, placing the other four on dmkflgrii.'darted 
for Bure, which it had taken them fifteen days to reach. They had had to pay customs so 
manythn'es and give so many presents as they came along that by the time hey 
arrived at Bure they had expended 25 per cent, of their goods. Ras Mangasha, they 
said had sent a message to Dunkur inviting them to Bure, and saying that if they did 
not sell their goods as soon as they arrived he would take them over himself. On thei 
arrival in Bure he at once sent officials to ask what presents they had brought him. One 
of them went with 501. worth of rugs, cloths, &c., and tried to obtain an interview. he 

pLsenS were taken in to the Ras, who sent out to say he,Itm r nit 
a dav or two. The day or two had now spread into several weeks, and he still put 
rn 7 nff savinff at first he was too busy to attend to them, and, latterly, not making 
any excuse It all. Meanwhile, as at Dunkur, they had done next to no business, their 

takings consisting largely of salt (see “ Currency )• a . 

On their asking my advice, I said they had the choice of returning with me or 
remaining where they were for five or six months, as the nvers separating them from the 
Soudln would soon be impassable. If, therefore, they were coming with me they must 
come at once. This, I thought, would be their wisest course. . 

I considered very carefully whether any good was to be done oy interfering between 
Ras Mangasha and them, and came to the conclusion that I should effect nothing but a 
considerable waste of time. I should not be able to make him restore the goods he 
had exacted from them as presents; nor could I make him buy their stock at a 

fair Pnce^ that he ought to l, a ve done one of the two; it was equally clear that 

he meant to do neither; neither had I any power to force him to do either 

The 4stikyans could not show me any written promise from him ; he appears to 
have sent them a verbal message, and if I embarked on discussions with him his 
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subordinates would of course be prepared to swear to anything that suited the attitude- 
he might choose to adopt. 

The only step, therefore, that I took was to send him a verbal message through 
Dejaz Yemr to the effect that this Government would be informed that he had received 
presents from these merchants, who were, by no means rich, and that the Government- 
would wait with interest to hear from the merchants what assistance they had received 
in return from the Ras. 

From what I told them about Godjam they seemed inclined to push on there, but I 
said definitely that I could not advise them to do so, and what they finally said was that 
they would very shortly follow me back to the Soudan. 


3. Market Prices . 


The following are some specimen prices in dollars:— 


Ifag, Wednesdays (April)— 


Dollars. 

Pony 

• • 

.. 7 

Mule 

• • 

.. 43 

Bull 

• • 

.. 11 

Sheep •. .. 

• • 

.. li 

Barley, 6 madigga (bushels) 
Mota, Thursdays (May)— 

• • 

1 

Bull 

• • 

15 

Coffee, 9 lbs. 

• • 

.. 1 

Donkey 

• • 

7 

Goat .. .. 

• • 

.. £toi£ 

Calico (Abu Gedid) 4J yards 

• • 

l 

Mule 

• • 

.. 26 

Horse .. 

• • 

7 

Barley, 8 bushels 

• • 

1 

Bitchana, Mondays (May)— 



Bull .. 

• • 

.. 13 

Goat 

• • 

. £tol£ 

Horse 

• • 

7 

Decanter .. 

• • 

i 

Calico (Abu Gedid), 5 yards 


l 


Bitchana, Mondays (May) — cont. 

Dollars. 

Coffee, 10 lbs. 

1 

Wheat, 10 bushels 

1 

Donkey, female 

7 

„ male 

5* 

Sheep, large. . 

.. 2 

Cow 

.. 20 

Sunshade, native 

i 

Mule, best riding 

.. 40 

Jano (native cloth with red stripe) 

4 

Shama (native cloth, plain) 

2 

Debra Markos, Saturdays (May)— 

Sheep ^ .. .. .. 

.. i to 1 

Horse* 

9 

Donkey 

4 

Cotton, unginned, 6 kilog. 

1 

Dembetcha, Mondays (June)— 

Milch cow with calf .. 

.. 30 

Bull 

.. 20 

Mare 

10 


4. Currency. 

In no districts visited this year did I find any currency in use other than the Maria 
Theresa dollar, salt, and cartridges. I discussed this subject at length in my 1907 
Report (pp. 42 to 44), in which 1 said: “ I take it to be self-evident that retail trade 
must benefit considerably by the uncouth and unweildy salt currency at present in use 
being superseded by one of a more portable and convenient kind. As it is proposed by 
the Bank of Abyssinia to effect this, 0 and as it will be to the advantage of our trade 
that it be done, I would suggest that inquiries be addressed to the bank to ascertain 
what steps, if any, are being taken or contemplated by them to promote the circulation 
of their coinage, especially of small change, and that, if possible, a supply be obtained 
for Gallabat, Gedaref, &c. 

No steps have been taken by the bank in the districts traversed, or, as far as I 
could ascertain, anywhere else. 

Ras Guksa, who had recently arrived from Adis Ababa when I met him, had heard 
nothing of any new coinage other than that manufactured in Fiance before the estab¬ 
lishment of the Bank of Abyssinia. He gave me specimen pieces of 1, and \ dollar, 
which I have deposited in the Khartoum Treasury. He agreed that it would be an 
excellent thing for the country to have a coinage similar to that of civilized countries, 
and said he would do all he could to spread its use in the event of it being 
introduced. 

At the end of last year a sum of £ E. 43S nuns. 631 had been sent to him by the 
Inspector, Gallabat, as the Abyssinian share ot the Gallabat customs, for six months. 
These payments had been made hitherto in Maria Theresa dollars, but this sum had 
been forwarded in Egyptian silver. He begged me to request the Government to 
exchange this for dollars, and in future to continue their payments in dollars. The only 
thing he could do, he said, with Egyptian silver would be to melt it down for ornaments. 
When he had tried to sell it the best offer was 1 Maria Theresa dollar for P. T. 30 in 
Egyptian silver. I replied that I would transmit his request, but I warned him that, so 
far as I understood the policy of the Government on this point, it was not their inten- 


• They have the coinage monopoly. x 
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tion to import anymore dollars from Europe, and that, consequently , i t * as probable 
that they would not be in a position to grant his request. I asked him whethei he 
would like the sum paid in the Bank of Abyssinia’s coinage, should that be obtainable, 

and he said that most certainly he would. a . AIia 

This, in my opinion, is a matter well worthy of the Government s mos 

consideration. 

I wrote last year (p. 43):— 

“ The expansion of that (Kassala-Abyssinian) trade has been greatly assisted by 
our importing dollars in former years, and in fact may be said, 1 thin w 
exaggeration, to be practically due to, and dependent on, our doing so. 

There have been long discussions on the subject which have gone to swell t c 
Minutes of the Central Economic Board, and it was decided, I understand, not to impor- 
dollars. At the same time I also understand that the Inspector-General, whe 
Gallabat. urged the dispatch of some dollars to that place, and that they were sen , i 
spite of the decision arrived at by the Board. Also, when passing thronghOedaref and 
Gallabat last January, I was approached by numerous small merchants, who begged me 
to urge the Government to reconsider their decision. In other words, the decision 
arrived at, though it is in my opinion a sound one from a Government point of view, a 
nevertheless only a postponement, and not a solution, ot the problem mvo . 
problem may be briefly stated thus: We invented trade with Abyssinia by taking 
certain step 9 y After taking them annually for some years, we say, We wish this t. ade 
to continue, but we have decided to discontinue taking these steps, tor they are 

eC ° n The Ca num er0 us petty traders who were, so to speak, called into existence when we 
took these steps know nothing of economics, nor, ot course, if they did could they 
expected to take the Government point of view instead of their own. The questioni is . 
What are we going to do instead ? If we do nothing we have on our hands these 
traders with a grievance, and may anticipate that the dollar question, winch by 
now may be perhaps noi improperly described as a nuisance, will be perpetually 

cropping up^de ^ j8 indeed yRry small; the traders also, as I have said 

are also small, but they are numerous, and have what in their eyes is a legitimate 

^^wf'now have in Ras Guksa’s request for dollars another indication that the 
Question which I have ventured to characterize as a nuisance bids tan to become a 
recurring nuisance. If we mean to suppress it, I submit that the best course is, facta 
nm, vprhn to take action first, and consider the abstract economic bearings afterwards. 

I therefore beg to repeat the suggestion, quoted above, about obtaining coinage from 

the Bank of Abyssinia. 

5. Gallabat Customs. 

In the course of one of my interviews with Ras Guksa we touched (see ‘‘ Currency" > 
i rif the navment of one-half of the Gallabat customs to the so-called 

I'pMnlo*W “S!ltC 4 ^rSTTlta Go“ram.°.“' .»d were 

«? “? ^».hi.* - .igw w 

sis TiEssi m 

it (these ectom .)■» ». « the «««, 

jhe p.,me»tt ^ smile, and preceded to mg. me 

to make this clear to his Excellency the Governor-General. 

6. Purchase of Mules. 

r . h ri P i ftnir+or (see paragraph under that heading) told me that if he were given, 
Gabnel Bukto ( P * V at lea st fifty mules a-month at 40 dollars each, 
say, two months notice he‘ J their di8patc h to Gallabat. He would not say 

KhS "rice he would deliver them at Gallabat. He also said, in the course^another 
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conversation, that, if the number required were not large, he would prefer the price to lie 
to his credit in the Khartoum Treasury. In view of the local cost of mules (see “ Market 
Prices ”), I shouldt hink that, were a definite otter made to him for a large number, 
he would be inclined to deliver them at Gallabat at even less than 40 dollars. In any 
case, the Departments interested in buying mules may consider it worth while to 
communicate with him c/o Michael Birru, Interpreter, British Legation, Adis Ababa. 


7. Presents . 

One of the commonest and most unpleasant traits in the Abyssinian character is 
an inordinate spirit of acquisitiveness, if not of avarice; and much that would otherwise 
be pleasant in the traveller’s intercourse with natives is vitiated by the fact that they 
are, generally speaking, a nation of beggars. I discussed this matter in my 1907 Report 
^p. 27); but my experiences this year render it desirable, I think, that I should add a 
few remarks on a particular phase of this subject. 

To refuse a proffered present is not easily effected in any society without hurting 
the feelings or pride of the would-be donor. In Abyssinia it is tantamount to an 
affront should one refuse a present from a superior; if the refusal is on the part of 
the superior, it is an expression of grave displeasure with his inferior. There is not, to 
my knowledge, any middle course possible, compatible with native ideas of decorum, by 
which a present may be declined in a polite and friendly manner. The traveller is, in 
consequence, unless he is prepared to ignore opinion, bound to accept whatever is offered 
to him. Now, just as it is incumbent on him to accept all presents, whether he wants 
them or not, so also it is expected of him that he will lose no time in making a larger 
present in return. One is continually embarrassed by all sorts of useless presents being 
bestowed on one by all sorts of persons. 

An old woman, for instance, in Tankal once brought me a couple of stale eggs, and 
it transpired that she expected me in return to cure her paralytic daughter. I 
ultimately adopted an arrangement whereby all bearers of presents were interviewed by 
a Board composed of the Onbashi of my escort, my chief Abyssinian driver, and my 
cook, a Dongolawi with a good notion of market values. They used to report to me 
the arrival of ’all presents, and furnish me with an estimate of their value. I would 
then instruct them to give the bearers about 20 or 30 per cent, in cash more than 
the value of their present. If the present was worthless, such as, for instance, a sick 
animal brought for slaughter, they would reject it. If the present consisted of several 
objects, such as fowls, eggs, milk, native bread, and drinks, borne by the slaves of the 
owners, they divided the money between the slaves while I was receiving the owner in 
my tent. Such money was usually collected from the slaves by their owners before they 
were out of sight of my camp. When I stayed more than a day in a place, the local 
Chief, if he had already brought a present and found he had to deal with the Board, 
would often bring a second present and make a determined effort to hand it to me 
personally, in the hopes of extracting a much larger return. But I evaded such 
efforts, naturally preferring to keep the watches, hats, and other objects I had brought 
with me for presentation in cases where they were really deserved or I considered it 
advisable to bestow them. 

This insidious manner of begging I found very widely practised in those parts 
where Europeans had traversed the country before me. A characteristic case occurred 
when I arrived at Mota, the first village I came to in Godjam. I gathered that the 
Chief, Malaka Gannat, belonged to the clergy, was able to read, and was more or less 
a responsible person. I accordingly sent him the Emperor’s letter, with the usual 
message that I required nothing but a guide, who would be paid for his services. He 
replied by sending me two pots of native beer and a little native bread, which I paid for, 
as usual, through the Board, and promised to send me the guide shortly. When 
sending him my acknowledgments, 1 added further inquiries about the guide, saying 
that I wished to make an early start the next day. He replied that the guide would 
sleep in my camp that night, but no guide appeared. The next day he came himself to 
my camp before dawn with a sheep, but no guide. When I was informed of this, and 
that he was making inquiries as to whether I was not really a merchant, and what goods 
I was carrying, I declined to discuss accepting the sheep (value 1 dollar) or even to 
see him until the guide was forthcoming, whereupon he withdrew, taking the sheep 
with him. As soon as my caravan was ready to start, I took two of my escort and rode 
up to the church near which I understood he lived. I found his establishment in the 


before startin'* I must admit that I was bv now prepared to „ * ^ r 

arrJKsa.'s? sarssSL t- v 

ESA'S*.«rrafists 

StTpreS from m.. He .gordl.glj 

refused to supply the guide, which I had made it abundantly clear was the only th g 
wanted (see “ Menelek’s Authority ”). 

8. Slavery. 

I have nothing to add to the remark, on thi. .abject in my 1907 Report <P; “>■ 
except that I constantly heard ot the tran.f.r of dare, from one o.ne, to nnother. 

cook, who finally bought it for hall the price originally asked. ^ . f he nted 

The owner’s opening argument as to the v< ,, ft0 j q^e inference 

it to a patron the latter would give him a young slave worth 80 dollars. 

was that the book was worth 40 dollars (see “ Presents ). 

Slaves are said to be very cheap and plentitul in Shoa to-day. 

9. Religious Matters. 

The Abyssinian is not religious in our sense of the word; but he is very superstitious 
and a staunch religionist in the sense of a bigoted and affected observer Ex p erts 

Eet^• JSSTbSm uS, end 4.ien. A rem.rknhle 

nhich\h, »tiv. „« d.p«. Jgj-J ™ Sri-2d?liSrSL nre 

picture shown with a f ns 1 lt is P in o- 0 od condition, but comparatively new, a conven- 

bitere.k The pint.,..' .. the rid. h.v. m.ch more 

life in them. , ■ • j + 1 , 0 + from a native point of view, his visit to a 

The traveller should bear ^ gll0 u] d vi3it because of its historical or artistic 

church is an act of devotion. native mind . He is admitted as a professing, if 

interest is quite unintelligible phrktian It is the custom of Abyssinian 

ill-informed and doctnnally mwuded, Chmfaan. " J, an ^ and 

Christians to bow to a k of re9 pect in consideration of their feelings, 

to visit the church. priests at the church described above, and was 

1 ™ rec . elved b /, h t g ir chief a venerable old man named Mamhir (= professor) 
somewhat embarrassed by th > .. me before the whole assembly how many 

Ingida, pausing at the church door and astang me contro had been, and to 

natures there were. I The Abyssinian Church; unfortunately I 

some extent still is, a bum g q orthodox view. I therefore evaded 

could not at the moment r emember whiohjas Uie ortno ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ wlnch 

““SaaSU Uf.S”him S I m.y mention here th.t, .Sere., the clergy, in 
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general, know that the European is a Christian of sorts, the average raw countryman 
often believes that we are Moslems. I gathered that this was so for the following 
reasons :— 

(a.) Because we have Moslem servants and soldiers. The idea that the Italians 
in Eritrea are Moslems is particularly widespread. 

(b.) Because we wash and bathe ourselves daily, which is regarded as a Moslem 
practice. 

(c.) Because we eat meat slaughtered by Moslems. 

( d .) Because We do not wear a “ matav,” or cord of silk worn round the neck. Every 
Abyssinian Christian wears this in a prominent position, and never removes it night or 
day. It often has a cross suspended on it, and equally often an ear-pick, a pair of 
tweezers for removing thorns or splinters, or a snuff-box. The European neck-tie is 
sometimes regarded as a “ matav,” especially if made of black silk; but the wearer 
destroys the illusion by taking it off. 

(e.) Because we do not, like Abyssinians, camp in the middle of their filthy villages, 
but select isolated camping-grounds. 

(/.) Because it is reported that the English have built a large mosque at Khartoum 
and no church. 

I might add here that I met with several natives who seriously believed I was 
capable of making silver (many of the dollars I had with me being new ones), and 
that all sorts of obviously hopeless medical cases are brought to one, e.g one is- 
asked to restore lost limbs. On one occasion I was asked to cure a cow of sterility. 


10. Condition of Natives. 

“The architecture of every nation,” it has been truly said,* “ is an essential part 
of its history, and reflects the aspirations and vicissitudes of its people.*’ According 
to this index Abyssinia has sunk about as low as is, I suppose, possible for any nation 
that has ever had any pretensions to civilization of any kind. The mass of the popula- 4 

tion live in squalid hovels far meaner than any Soudanese village. Even the Gimz y 
naked savages as they are, build neater huts than the inhabitants of the plateau. Their 
churches are usually only larger hovels, equally filthy and tumble-down. Inside their huts 
they h ive no furniture. Bedsteads are almost unknown. The native sleeps on a skin 
spread on the ground. Fowls and goats often share his hut with him. I need not 
therefore attempt to describe its sanitary condition. 

The more one sees ot this country the more the fact is impressed on one that it is 
in a decadent state. Various industries, such as weaving and building, and arts, such as 
painting and calligraphy, which were formerly widely practised, and had attained a 
degree of some excellence, have now been either lost altogether, as may be said of 
architecture and calligraphy, or have, like painting, become very rare, or, like weaving, 
have been reduced to what bare necessity dictates. Every male that one sees has in 
his hands either a rifle or a stick on which he leans, but never a stool. The profession 
to which most young men aspire is the military, in which there is no drill or discipline. 

The Abyssinian soldier is a licensed loafer (see “ Military Affairs ”). The women form the 
working half of the population, and of course most manual labour is performed by 
slaves. 1 

I wiil not touch on morals, which, in my opinion, usually require years of study 
before one can appreciate or describe them, beyond noting that what we call lying and 
deceitfulness are as universal in this countrv as elsewhere. 

“ Keeping up appearances ” is a common cause of this, etiquette playing a large 
part in native life. 

Drunkenness is exceedingly common; cleanliness is rare, and in the vulgar mind 
often suspected as a Moslem habit. 

With all this, the Abyssinian has an uncommonly good opinion of himself, the 
clergy fostering the Hebrew idea that they are the Lord’s chosen people. He is also, if 
in many respects a savage, by no means to be described as a creature of few wants 
(see “ Presents ”); but in this he has no sense of proportion, his idea being to acquire 
everything in return for nothing, or to approach that ideal transaction as closely as 
possible. 

* Ditchfield, “ English Gothic Architecture,” p. 1. 
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II. Equipment , Stores y and Supplies. 

All stores and equipment should be taken from Khartoum (Cairo England). One 
must not expect to find much worth buying, from a European’s 

little shops kept by Greeks at Gedaref or Gallabat; e.g., the Greek at the latter pla e 
last January was “ out ” of tumblers, candle-glasses, soap, and lime-juice. 

At the Abyssinian markets one can get no European stores. ,* n_ 

I gave a list of native supplies in my 1907 Report (p. 53), to wh 

Potatoes (" Dinnitch ”).—Occasionally ; and 

butter (“ Kivie ”), which is often to be bought on the high plateau. One sservat 
must see that it is fresh and clean (I met with it frequently in Beigemder andGodjam. 
and found it quite edible, though I have never been able to face Soudanese butter), also 
“ (“Dokyet ”).—Made from wheat (“ sindie ”). One has to wait while it is 
being ground It is coarse, but, in my opinion, preferable for that very reason to the 

over-ground Russian flour of the Soudan ; . , 

Honey (“ Mar ”).—Generally full of dead bees and other debris, w hich can, 

however, Ibe removed. See that it is not drugged with “ gyesho (see Health ). 

I would add to my last year’s remarks on outfit that plenty of borax should be 
taken for sore eyes/a common complaint on the plateau; also insect powder and 

fly-papers (see “ Insects ”). 

12. Transport. 

The traveller’s baggage should, if possible, be made up into loads not exceeding 
ROlbs each This will enable him to rely, if he wishes, entirely on donkeys for his 
tmnsport and to render himself independent of mules, which are expense and 

troublesome Abv88 inian, not Soudanese, donkeys. The latter are much 

stronger but not suitable for mountainous country The former can be bought in 
Ppdaref at P T 120 to P. T. 150, whereas a good mule costs bZ. or 7Z. there. 

As for giving trouble, the donkey confines himself, on the whole, to braying-- 
which may be obviated by selecting females—and occasionally tumbling down on the 
hic , 1 • capable of a variety of mischievous and destructive antics, 

.“to teo-ibe. I Le «e„ • »»!«. g c«„n, . ,uie. „d 

;is d to w t^ 

- <“ - ma *«• the term in this 

country) mule-saddles sold in the Government stores presuppose 

, v n i riividpd into two half being slung on to each side of the animal, as 

that the load will be i g pain & c . The Abyssinian saddle is nothing more 

one may Bee mules laden in. Greece, no ^ Their method of loading a 

than a pad placed on ^ the saddle and pass long leathern 

mule or donkey is to place the whole load on top^o ^ * nta all is tightly 

thongs several times over e^ ^ cowhidej about 16 yar ds long and l£ inches broad 
(Amharic°“ matclmnya,” the “ riem ” of South Africa), and are far stronger and more 

dUra Bv iheAbl ssTnian^pSh^tT^loaVis^reTed^as we treat a riding-saddle, and 
By the Ah ’ in i an saddle’s function practically corresponding to 

of this method, it is the only one that Abys- 
that ot our numna. Abvssinian mules are accustomed ; and animals so laden 

sinians understand and with remarkable success, as there is no 

srAtfi. »,,, p“* ,re “ ,nd ‘ io ° s i “ igo ‘ 

much less chance of injury to the ‘ oa ^; 4b inian sa ddle is to be bought at from 3 to 

— — - 

• I once obtained some Italian matches at Gondar. 

+ Amharic “ akavat ” l g ou dan, Arabic “ mintik.” 

J „ “kwulkwulat J ^ ^ 
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The donkey-panniers sold in the Government stores are too large for Abyssinian 
donkeys to carry a pair, but fit Abyssinian mules very well. 

Grain should be carried in cowhide skins (Amharic “akumada”) ; sacks only last 
a few weeks. 


13. Roads . 

I have endeavoured in this Report to avoid as far as possible repeating what I 
wrote last year. I saw many of the things noted there over and over again this year ; 
e.a., as the rains came on, all tracks being ploughed up if they happen to cross a piece 
of ground selected for cultivation (see 1907 Report, p. 16). 

In connection with roads, I would mention that traces of those made by the Portu¬ 
guese are still to be seen in the neighbourhood of Gondar, and of those made by Theodore 
from Beigemder into Godjam. He, I believe, repaired the remains of Portuguese roads. He 
was intelligent enough to see that rapid movements of troops depended on the existence 
of roads, and to realize the military value of such rapid movements. “ Abyssinia,” says 
Professor Hoeldeke,* “ with its Alpine ranges and deep erosion valleys, which put a stop 
to all intercourse during the rainy season (our summer), is not fitted by nature to be a 
single State with effective administration from a single centre.” 

The fact is the Abyssinians object to the construction of roads. I heard that a 
European engineer, sent by Menelek to Simien, proposed to make some improvements 
near Nchet KAb, but that Dejaz Gassessa put so many obstacles in his way that he had 
to return without effecting anything. 

In this Dejaz Gassessa had the support of the local population, who said, “ If this 
road is improved it will be all the easier for the Moslems and heathen to come up and 
attack us.” 


14. Servants and Camp Followers. 

The question of servants and drivers is a difficult one. Men taken from the Soudan 
are more trustworthy than natives, but they are not inclined to come far into 
Abyssinia, expect higher wages there, suffer from the cold, and if they go sick 
become impediments which one may have to transport for months, and their 
usefulness is curtailed by their ignorance of the language. 

Blacks are unwilling to enter a country where it is an axiom that all blacks are 
slaves and their social position is precisely that of the mules or donkeys they drive. 

One is therefore bound to hire a certain number of natives as one goes along, 
and one must be prepared to spend a good deal of time and patience in composing the 
quarrels that arise between them. Abyssinian Christians quarrel, of course, with 
Moslems from the Soudan, and quarrel equally readily among themselves. 

My experience of Abyssinian Moslems is that they are best left alone, as being 
even more troublesome than the Christians. It is also fatal to peace to introduce a 
“ Qimant " (quasi-Christian) or “ Falasha” (Jew) into the camp, as these are regarded 
as unclean by everybody, and everything that goes wrong is attributed to them. 

When I first began to travel in Abyssinia 1 insisted on having no camp followers. 
This, however, I found impracticable. The Abyssinian seems to require a woman to 
prepare his food (according to Bruce he used to require a woman’s assistance to eat it). 
Women also bring drink of various kinds to sell. Also, in a country where travelling 
is not safe, it is natural that weak or unprotected individuals should attach themselves 
to a caravan proceeding in the direction they wish to pursue. 

My plan was to place all animals and equipment on charge and have periodical 
inspections; then, if anything was missing, the individual responsible had to replace 
or pay for it. As regards women, I informed each individual when I engaged him 
that if he contracted venereal disease he would be paid up to date and dismissed w’nere- 
ever we might be ; that this might also happen to him if found drunk during the day ; 
that if any complaints were made to me by inhabitants about women having been 
ill-treated or cheated I should take the inhabitants’ side and satisfy their claims 
out of the accused’s pay, without listening to his side of the case, or, if a native 
Ruler were at hand, should hand him over to that Ruler, in whose hands I should 
place whatever pay was due to the accused. These arrangements saved me a good deal 
of trouble. Frequently, when on the march, I observed a crowd chiefly composed of 


* “ Sketches from Eastern History,” London, 1892, p. 259. 
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women, children, and old men accompanying my transport, often with animals of their 

car s,“»<.»^ “ id » 

work for more than three months. 

15. Arab Battalion Escort . 

I feel that I cannot report too highly on these men. Several of the members of 

my escort were Abyssinians, and it was interesting to compare them-Shad theytoken 
Tsee “ Military Affairs”)-with, that is, what they would have become had they taken 

service in their own country : the native soldier, lounging and swaggenng about his 
rifle^n ever cleaned, carried by a little hoy, or even at times by a little girl, hi> manner 
Solent his coition always one of dirt, often one of drunkenness; as against the Arab 
Battalion man who somehow always looks smart, takes a pride in keeping his 
dean and so forth. It is unnecessary for me to dilate on that corps, which as is well 
known reflects the very greatest credit on its British officers I understand from 

russet W 

h f have explained elsewhere (see “The Gimz ”) why 1 consider a larger escort being 
advisable in the event of an official proceeding to Abyssinia. 

16. Health . 

I be^an sketching at Gallabat on the 15th February. This meant that T was on 
i*ii in nr 11 am and at work in my tent all the afternoon. After 

£? 52 V=rSfi. AS 2 WJ 2 : 

SSESE The cU up exhausting (H i? *dt. hupcible to rid. up), 

but ever, 1,000 f “* ”‘“ ie f the'phZi i., quit, uu.tl.er mm. und 

A «*I Slid % “o,k. 1 finally abandoned .botching «t 

proceeded to Chel D a, whe observations and plotting strained my eyesight too 

Gondar for the reason th . but gen eral health on the plateau was good, 

much, also that I had not » >. , fallin"' asleep, by an unpleasant shock 

k ” cktos A — 

things, such as coffee, and Sj 1 ™ “P n “ 0 honey, milk, butter, &c., with a view to 

The Aby-nians put J ^ hone/1 was using had been flavoured 

flavouring them. Thus 1 or Rhamnus pauciflorus ?). I gave 

by leaves of a tree called 1 Sudanese and it made him quite drunk, 

about half-a-pound of tins lon^y ^ h th milk aT1 i ma ls with the smoke 

Again, they conside/a most unpleasant flavour to 

l“„X»dS.pUo u k riSn «*n., I believe, intoxicing. 

I therefore discarded honey an m^^ ^ which l aban doned the use, a broad bean 
There are also two nat g ^ yetch ca n e d - shimbira.” On eating some 

« a J! 6 t “la “ See my return to Khartoum the symptoms described above returned. 

bakyela since y „ ^ Dr Qhristopherson. 

I have sent a specimen of b y to the plateau has on one ; at 

I have described the mvigoratmg ettea on his journey in East 

the same time I would quot ‘ i ea( j people to forget that an altitude of 

Africa = The «th"c”to?* » »"uLl condition, producing cult, 
from 5,000 to 8,000 ^ ^ ^ and the heart ... 

not yet' ^^f^^^pose that doctors in India have by now arrived at definite 
conclusions regarding the value of hill stat.ons 
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17. Insects. 

* > 

Of big game I again saw nothing except in the country bordering on the Soudan. 
The naturalist, however, who is interested in entomology will find the country worth his 
attention. In the lower country I collected specimens of various biting ants and flies. 
On the high plateau every native is a generous host to numerous parasites such as 
fleas, bugs, lice, and intestinal worms of several kinds. Every traveller should be 
provided with large quantities of Keating’s or other insect powder, and some vermifuge 
drugs. 

I had an unpleasant adventure with some ants named “ gindan,” which Mr. King 
tells me are called driver ants. I was encamped on the Tul shortly after crossing the 
Blue Kile. One night I had blown out my candle and was just dozing off, when I felt 
some small insect run across my face. I brushed it off, but presently felt several more. 
I was suddenly awakened hy being bitten all over. I struck a light, and saw that my 
tent was full of large black ants. They had invaded my bed, and were biting me head 
to foot like small hot irons. I dashed out into the night, and presently my servants 
brought out the bedstead. They picked tnis clear, and proceeded to pick these 
creatures off me. But these ants bury their heads in one’s flesh, and prefer to be torn 
in halt to relaxing their hold, with the result that I have some of their heads in ray 
body now. Others made sores which lasted for weeks. The rain chose the moment of 
my expulsion lrom my tent to come down in sheets, and I lay cowering naked and 
numbed with cold and pain under a waterproof sheet till the morning. 

These ants, if they attack an animal, e.g., a donkey which is tied up, will kill it in 
an hour or two. They march in a dense column, and man and beast clear out of their 
way. 

The flies are often as bad as in the Soudan. I recommend the “ papier Moure ” 
sold by Fleurent, of Cairo, for use in the tent. It is portable, effective, and does 
not, like “ Tanglefoot,” deteriorate. It also disposes of bees, wasps, and similar 
visitors. 


18. Botany . 

I have again brought down a collection of seeds, which I will not detail here. I 
propose to hand them direct to the Director of Woods and Forests. I also brought 
several rose plants and some paphia palms from Agaumder Plateau, which have been 
handed to Mr. Sillitoe. The rose from Gondar planted at Gallabat last year I found 
flourishing, which would seem to show that altitude does not really matter to this 
charming plant. 


19. European Writers on Abyssinia. 

In adding a brief note on this subject, I refer only to modern authors, both of 
books of travel such as Messrs. Wilde and Hayes, and of articles in magazines and 
newspapers, and not to the works of older travellers, such as Bruce, Salt, Poncet, and 
Riippel, who wrote in other times for other readers. 

My object is to warn the reader that, as far as I know them, these writers, 
valuable as their productions may be in other respects, have a general tendency to lead 
one to expect far more civilization in the country than in point of fact exists at the 
present day. They effect this mainly by a loose use of terms. Tims they speak of 
houses, roads, &c., whereas one may travel for months without seeing any dwellings 
but squalid huts and tumble-down shanties, and the road9 are mere mule tracks of the 
roughest description (see “ Roads” in my 1907 Report). The journalists write about 
Adis Ababa, and I know not what may exist there ; but this kind of writer has told 
us with enthusiasm of the motor-cars of Sultan Abdul Aziz at Fez, and the question 
I would ask them is : “ How long is the Adis Ababa civilization going to survive 
Menelek’s death ? Is it based on anything but the remarkable personality of that 
Ruler ? ” 

The above remarks are not intended as literary criticism, which would be out 
of place in this Report, and I am aware that I have myself occasionally failed to 
successfully practice what I preach—have given, that is, by an insufficiently exact use of 
terms, too favourable an impression of what the traveller may expect to meet with in 
the country. 
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(Secret.) 


(B.)—Political Report. 


1. Menelek’s authority: the Imperial Ethi¬ 

opian Government. 

2. Military affairs. 

3. Nogara. 

4. Dejaz Gassessa. 

5. Ras Guksa. 

6. Dejaz Mashasha. 

7. Basha Yemr. 

8. The situation in Godjam. 

9. Dejaz Gizau. 


10. Dejaz Siyyum. 

11. Bejriwond Asaggahan. 

12. Gabriel Buktor. 

13. Ras Mangasha. 

14. Dejaz Yemr. 

15. Eitaurari Gassessa. 

16. The Gimz. 

17. European prestige. 

18. Entertainment of natives. 

19. Points requiring consideration for action. 


1. Menelek's Authority: the Imperial Ethiopian Government. 

Throughout the country I traversed this year, as throughout that 1 traversed last,. 
Menelek’s authority amounts to little more than a nominal suzerainty—an authority, that 
is, of the most nebulous kind. Its academic nature may, perhaps, be not inaptly 
compared with the suzerainty of the Sultan over Egypt. The masses of the people, 
that is to say, know nothing of the Emperor except his name, and in enormous tracts of 
country, such as, for instance, the Gimz territory (see “ The Gimz”), they do not even 
know that. It is true that the Ruler of each province is either an emissary or a nominee 
of Menelek, and this is true, in a few cases, of subordinate local officials, but these latter 
are the exception rather than the rule. 

I was provided with two letters from Menelek, of which the following are literal 
translations:— 


(A.) 

“The victorious lion of the tribe of Judah, Menelek II, by the disposal of God 
King of Kings, of Ethiopia. The bearer of this letter, by name Captain Armbruster,* a 
person of the English Government, will come from Metemma (Gallabat) and go through 
the Provinces of Ras Guksa and Ras Bitwoddad Mangasha to Roseires. As he arrives 
in each village, give him an escort from place to place. Let him go by whatever road he 
likes. Do not hinder him. 

“ Written at the town of Adis Ababa on the 5th day of Terr, in the year of mercy 

1900 . . . , „ . , „ 

“ (Sealed with the Imperial Seal.) 


(B.) 

“ The victorious lion of the tribe of Judah, Menelek II, by the disposal of God 
King of Kings of Ethiopia. The bearer of this letter, by name Mr. Armbruster, a person 
of the English Government, is going with bis party to make a map through the 
Provinces of Ras Guksa, of Ras Bitwoddad Mangasha, of Godjam, of Dejaz Demis, of 
Dejaz Gabra Igziavher, to the country of Ras Tasamma. Wherever he comes, in each 
place give him everywhere the best of guides. This work is being done for me. Escort 
him and assist him from place to place. This is my order. ... 

“ Written at the town of Adis Ababa on the 18th Yekkatit, in the year of mercy 

« (Sealed with the Imperial Seal.) ” 


Now, as long as I was in the districts administered by Dejaz Mashasha, i.e Tankal, 
Chelga, and Sakkalt, I never once found it necessary to produce these letters. That 
official had received news from Ras Guksa of my coming; he also knew my name, as 
we had corresponded when 1 was Inspector in Kassala in 1903-6. He himself was at 
Debra Tabor when I arrived in his district, but before leaving he had issued orders that 
guides should be supplied and every facility for travelling afforded me. When, however, 
I had traversed his territory and began to proceed south of Gondar, I had the greatest 
difficulty in obtaining guides. 1 could, have course, have proceeded without them, but 

* A complimentary mistake on the part of the British authorities at Adis Ababa. 
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in that case I should not have been in a position to compile route reports. The soldier 
whom he appointed to accompany me from Chelga to Debra Tabor was not familiar with 
the intervening country, and had no authority in it. 

What used to occur was this: The guide who started with me from Gondar, a man 
named Tesemma, accompanied me for some 13 miles, when I camped on a stream named 
Atototch. This, he said, was as far as he was really familiar with the country ; it was 
the limit of his Chief’s authority, and it now lay with the Chief of Bahri Gimb, a village 
lying about balf-a-mile to the south-east, to supply me with a guide. So, having 
pitched our camp, I sent him with two of my escort, unarmed, and with Menelek’s 
letter, to the Chief of the village, instructing them to make it clear that I desired 
nothing beyond a guide for the next day’s journey, who would be paid at the rate of 
half-a-dollar a-day. After four or five hours’ absence they returned, and told me that 
they had found the Chief in his house; that on their proceeding to read Menelek’s 
letter he declared he was not the Chief, put his hands up to his ears, and rushed out of 
the house away. Tesemma asserted that this was the Chief, and that he knew him well. 

My Onbashi tried to make inquiries among the villagers, but they one and all, he said 
bolted at the sight of him. 

At last, however, he succeeded in cornering an old man who was too feeble to run, 
and ascertained that the man he had addressed as Chief really was the Chief. He 
then wailed in the deserted village for some hours, during which he observed the 
Chief watching him from behind a tree. When evening began to come on he returned 
with his companions to report to me. Tesemma said the fact was that the Chief 
and villagers anticipated that I would requisition supplies and not pay for them, and 
that nobody believed my promises to pay guides. He personally knew that I should 
pay them, because he had seen me do it at Gondar, but he had never in his life seen it 
done before. As for Menelek’s letter, this was Ras Guksa’s country, and no orders had 
been received from him. 

I felt the force of this remark; there is an Amharic saying, “ I know not my 
master’s master,” and I was now witnessing a practical demonstration of its truth. 

Finally I sent two of my drivers with Tesemma to try to hire a guide, which they 
ultimately managed to do, having fortunately fallen in with some friends in another 
neighbouring village. 

The above farce, with variations, was reacted daily as we went along. Only in one 
case between Gondar and Debra Tabor was a guide supplied to me in virtue of 
Menelek s letter, and that was an accident. The local Chief came up while we were 
pitching our tents, under the impression that we were travelling merchants (he wanted 
to buy some cloth). I saw him, and, ascertaining who he was, invited him into my tent 
and entertained him. I found that the district we were in belonged to Queen Taitu, 
Menelek’s wife, to whom this Chief was directly responsible. 

I then produced Menelek’s letter and read it to him. He began to make all sorts 
of excuses, but I assured him that the guide would not be taken more than one day’s 
journey and would be paid, and that if he failed to supply a guide I should report him 
to Menelek. He finally went off grumbling, but promised to send a guide. The next 
morning an old man, hardly able to walk, presented himself; after examining him 
I came to the conclusion that he was suffering from rheumatism, senile decay, and 
perhaps, paralysis. This was the promised guide. It is nowhere wise to look a gift 
horse in the mouth, least of all in Abyssinia; and if I rejected this guide I knew the 
difficulty I should have in obtaining one to replace him. I accordingly had him rubbed 
with Elliman s embrocation, gave him some hot coffee, and placed him on a mule, and 
he guided us as far as the next village. He was both surprised and delighted when I 1 
paid him and lent him the mule to take him home, and now proposed to guide me on 
these terms as far as Debra Tabor, but I declined his offer. 

I met with the same treatment throughout the territory of Dejaz Gizau and that 
of Ras Mangasha, so that I eventually abandoned all attempts to make use of Menelek’s 
letters, as their production only meant wasting time, of which I had none to spare; 
indeed, I found that when I suppressed them and sent to hire guides without mentioning 
the letters I had much less difficulty in doing so. The letters, so far from bein°* o'f 
assistance, merely proved a source of both delay and trouble. 

When I was at Tigdar Wonz, near the boundary of Godjam, I was overtaken by 
some messengers carrying letters from Ras Guksa to Menelek, and I availed myself of 
the opportunity to write and draw the attention of the British Minister at Adis Ababa 
to the uselessness of these letters unless special orders were sent to local Rulers from 
the Emperor. I believe that, as the result of these instructions, were sent to Dejaz Siyyum 


^ 105 

183 

and to Ras Mangasha, but in the former case they proved unnecessary and in the latter 
they were disregarded (see the sections headed by the names of those individuals). 

When interviewing Ras Guksa, I told him of the difficulties I had experienced; but 
he merely replied that he did not know exactly when I was coming, or he would have 
sent orders about me. He appeared to take it as a matter of course that no attention 
should be paid by his local Chiefs to Menelek’s letters. 

In all probability the Emperor Menelek is fully aware of this state of things. He 
must, I take it, remember what his predecessor’s authority was in Shoa, and no doubt 
regards any real assertion of his authority in outlying districts as impolitic, if not, at his 
time of life and in the present posture of affairs, impracticable. On these topics, of 
course, I am not in a position to speak, but if the British authorities at Adis Ababa wish 
for specific instances of local Chiefs Houting Menelek’s orders, I would quote the following 
as three typical cases in (a) Dejaz Gizau’s, ( b ) Dejaz Siyyurn’s, and (c) Ras Mangasha’s 
provinces respectively:— 

(a.) Zagayye, Chief of the Kworata, near the first Blue Nile bridge. 

(b.) Malaka Gannat (see “Dejaz Siyyum”), Chief of Mota, near the second Blue 
Nile bridge. 

(c.) Bilatta Dasta, of Kwakro, in Agaumdir. 

Each of these Chiefs, after seeing the Emperor’s letter and hearing its contents, 
deliberately refused to assist me in hiring guides. It is not for me to say whether 
these cases should be brought to the Emperor’s notice ; I can only say that if they 
are, and if the Emperor summons these individuals to explain their attitude, the way 
will perhaps be smoothed a little for future travellers. 

So much, then, for Menelek’s authority in the territories through which I have 
travelled. In regard to the Imperial Ethiopian Government, of which we read in the 
European press, I have to state that in these territories it simply does not exist. I have 
read in a serious newspaper of Decrees about education in the Ethiopian Empire 
promulgated at Adis Ababa, of Ministers for Education, for Finance, for Posts and 
Telegraphs, and Ministers with I know not what other portfolios. Whatever profound 
operations these personages may be effecting at Adis Ababa, neither they nor their 
works have ever been heard of in any part of Abyssinia I have visited. In the course of 
conversation with many individuals from different parts of the country I frequently 
inquired about these matters and met with nobody who knew anything of either Minister 
or Decree. 

In regard to public works, it is true that I saw a telephone which is being 
constructed from Adis Ababa towards Gondar and has now reached Ifag (see “ Route 
Report, Gondar to Debra Tabor ”), and that 1 heard of repairs being carried out on the 
second Blue Nile bridge, near Mota, by a party of European artisans sent by Menelek. 

If one considers education, this is everywhere still limited to the meagre instruction 
afforded in the elementary schools attached to churches, and aims at nothing more than 
a parrot-like ability to recite the Psalms in the Ethiopic version (see section 22 of my 
1907 Report). I have met with a great many individuals who could read and write 
Amharic after a fashion, but with comparatively few who could read it fluently, and only 
three or four who could write it without continually making gross mistakes in spelling. 

I believe there are individuals in Abyssinia who have a tolerable acquaintance with 
Ethiopic; but I have searched in vain for a scholar in anything like our sense of the 
word, and can only indorse Pra3torius’ statement: “ Grammatica linguae jEthiopicae a 
vitis domcsticis doctis prsecipue non est culta neque elaborate ”* 

In regard to finance, it is sufficient to note that the currency of the country is a 
single silver coin, the small change consisting of salt and cartridges; that the revenue 
is collected arbitrarily, and not on any fixed scale or system; and that there is practically 
no public expenditure except that on the army, all revenue going into the private 
coffers of local Rulers, who in some cases send a certain amount of tribute to Menelek. 

In no case are public accounts, as we understand them, so much as thought of. 

Of posts and telegraphs I have never seen any trace. Mr. Hohler, when sending 
me my passes from Adis Ababa, does not seem to have bethought himself of the 
Ministry in charge of this Department when he writes: “ I have had great difficulty in 
obtaining messeugers to take this letter to Metemma (Gallabat) ; they are to receive 
60 dollars (£ E. 7 mms. 200). In the Soudan this letter would have come the same 
distance for half a piastre. 

When I add to this that nowhere in the country have I seen auy constructed road, 

• “ Grammatica JSthiopica,” p. 4. 



bridge, or building of masonry (except those built by the Portuguese in the Middle 
Ages, now fast crumbling to ruin), that there is absolutely no public security, every 
wayfarer carrying a rifle if he can get one, and that there are no Law Courts worthy of 
the name, cases being tried by unqualified individuals without reference to any code or 
books (the “ Fitha Kigist” or “Code of the Kings’* seems to be practically a dead 
letter), just as I have seen cases tried among naked savages in Central Africa, I think I 
am justified in repeating my initial statement that outside of Adis Ababa the Imperial 
Ethiopian Government, to all intents and purposes, does not exist. 

2. Military Affairs. 

I have referred elsewhere to Abyssinian troops as a motley crowd ; and one may 
add to this that they are often an unkempt, dirty, and evil-smelling crowd, the individual 
members of which are usually covered with nauseating unguents, such as rancid butter, 
or with disgusting parasites. But it must be said in their favour that they are rapid and 
silent in their movements (almost every Abyssinian invariably goes barefoot) and 
intelligent in taking cover. I am inclined to doubt whether the general average of 
marksmanship is as high now as it was, say, in the campaigns which culminated in the 
disaster of Adua. Many of the troops then engaged had fought previously against 
Egyptians or Dervishes or in internal wars, and in those days the number of men who 
had had some experience as hunters was considerable. But that generation is passing 
away. Menelek has, on the whole, kept the peace in Northern and Central Abyssinia 
during the last twelve years; the Shoatis alone have seen some fighting with savages to 
the south and west of their country. Dejaz Gassessa, when Governor of Simien, used 
to keep his troops in training by hunting outlaws, whom he manufactured, so to speak, 
for the purpose (see " Outlaws'* in my 1907 Report). As for hunting, the country has to 
a large extent been “ shot out,” the game retiring more and more every year to outlying 
districts, especially those lying along the Soudan frontier, which are, generally speaking, 
unhealthy, and so only visited with reluctance by the Abyssinian. 

The number of rifles and amount of ammunition in the country is enormous. I 
began to compile estimates, but got into such large figures that I had to abandon the 
attempt. I can only say that certainly 80 per cent, of the able-bodied males have a 
rifle of some kind, as well as a bandolier, usually well filled. The rifle I saw most 
commonly was a French large-bore pattern marked “St. Etienne, 1878” (Gras ?),* known 
as “ Ujigra ”; the Italian Wetterly, called “ Watchafo,” and the Winchester, called 
“Simuiir/’f are also common. But there is no lack of Russian and other French 
patterns, and 1 regret to say I saw many Martini-Henry, Lee-Metford, and occasionally 
other British rifles. 

Cartridges, as I have staved elsewhere, are used as currency. These are often 
opened and earth or other material substituted for the powder, and a fair amount of 
the ammunition in the country must be old and probably faulty; but, even so, the 
balance of sound ammunition is enormous. 

In moral , on the other hand, the Abyssinian troops are deficient. They have been 
so from time immemorial, and it is not to be supposed that their success against the 
Italians has cured them of this defect. Should anything happen to their leader, the 
rank and file, however well the day may be going, are paralyzed. So well is this known 
that there arc special officers (“Lika Makwas”), whose duty it is in time of battle to 
wear brilliant uniforms resembling the Royal dress, in order that they may be taken by 
the enemy for the King, who, in general, is not allowed to expose himself. 

And in spite of the conceited and bragging spirit one notes so frequently, I believe 
that a very considerable number of those who fought at Adua realize to some extent 
that they owed that success not only to valour but also to good luck. I do not believe 
that they would face European troops again with any greater confidence because of 
that success. They remember what formidable opponents they found the Italians before 
and on that day. 

The generation that witnessed Magdala has almost passed away. But the memory 
of the Dervish ravages is still fresh, and that the British defeated the Dervishes is 
realized by most Abyssinians who live anywhere near our frontier. 

It remains to be seen whether the future will produce any leader whose ability is 
at all comparable with that of Menelek. In the absence of such a leader the main 
difficulties of operations against Abyssinia would be those of transport and similar 
matters of organization. 


* I.e.y “Fusil Gras.” 
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3. Nogara. 

While I was at Gondar I was visited by Ali Wad Okasha, who vms .^ s ^ le ^ ^ 
Sheikh of Nogara in 1906 (in place of El Imam, who was imprisoned) by Dejaz gassessa 

at Colonel Wilkinson’s request. El Imam was restored by Italian “^“^’^“Jelek 
made life so uncomfortable for Ali that he was now on his way to complain to Menelek. 
I recommended him, if in difficulty, to go to the British Legation there where no doubt 
they knew all about his case; but I refused to accede to his request for a letter to tnose 
authorities, as I saw no reason for my interfering in this matter. 


4. Dejaz Gassessa. 

I said in my 1907 Report (p. 23): “Asa Commander and Ruler Dejaz Gassessa is 
feared rather than liked. \ am persuaded that the inhabitants of [his territories] would 
one and all witness his overthrow with some composure. They consider themselves, an 
no doubt are, oppressed and overtaxed, and would welcome a change ot Rulers. 

This has now come to pass. On my return this year I lound that Dejaz Gassess 
was practically a prisoner at Adis Ababa, and that his territories have ^ Pj|“d under 
Basha Yalattchau. (Basha is a comparatively low rank, and I should say this man 8 
merely a stopgap.) I heard various accounts of how this came about, which I 1 
briefly piece together here. Menelek, I was told, heard that Dejaz Gassessa was 
rendering his army very efficient by hunting outlaws, and that he was c0 ‘ le ^ n g “ 
much as ten years’ taxes from his subjects at a time and accumulating vast stores of 
supplies money, arms, and ammunition at Makana Birhan. He also heard with grea 
2C"o”o? hi. taking an Arab .can (El Ajib.) - hi. <Tb»-»«■•««» 

Abu Gulud prisoners; the affair is described in my 1907 Report, pp. 10 and 11.) The 
wife with whom Menelek had provided him, Woizero Nigist daughter of King lekla 
llaimanot, of Godjam (see “The Situation in Godjam ”), infuriated at the introcluct on 
of this Moslem rival, returned to Godjam, and wrote a complaint to Menelek. 1 inal y, 
the Italians complained to Menelek that this neighbour was becoming too powerful. 

The Emperor summoned Dejaz Gassessa m a friendly manner to Adis Ababa, s * l ving 
that he was sorry to hear he had had trouble with his wife, and he hoped he would be 
able to smooth matters. Dejaz Gassessa started for Shoa with some 5,000 troops who 
“ ate up the country as they went” (as I was told in parts of Godjam where 1 followed 
his route for some way). On his nearing Adis Ababa, Menelek sent and asked him 
not to bring a large retinue with him or there would be difficulties in feeding them. 
Dejaz Gassessa accordingly left his main body in Jarso, near the Blue Nile (Menelek 
afterwards sent and had them dispersed), and came on with a few followers. 

Menelek received him in a friendly way, but soon began to question him about the 
various complaints, and said he was not satisfied with his answers. He sent another 
niheial to take over his provinces, divorced him from Woizero Nigist (to whom he 
made Dejaz Gassessa pay 10,000 dollars damages), and detained him at Adis Ababa til. 

further said that Dejaz Gassessa is an able and ambitions man If he is 

still alive and able to escape with his life from Adis Ababa at Menelek s death, we shall 
doubtless hear more of him. 

5. Rus Chiksa. 

The country north-west, north, and east of Lake Tsana, i.e., the west-centra 
districts of Tankal, Chelga, Armatchiho, Dembea, Belesa, and Beigemder are governed 
by Ras Guksa, son of Ras Wolye, who is Governor of the east-central districts of 
Lasta Yejju, Wadila, Dilanta, and Hausa. Ras Guksa’s western frontier approaches 
that of the Soudan in the district inclosed between the Gendwa and Gwang (Atbara 
Rivers some 30 miles east of Gallabat. He is in reality our nearest neighbour at that 
point ■’ the low-lying country immediately adjoining the Gallabat district, which is 
claimed by Basha Balatchau (Dejaz Gassessa s successor) and Ras Mangasha is inhabited 
solely by* beasts and wandering outlaws; the nearest parts of the plateau Chaka, 
Armatcbiro, Chelga, and Tankal, which may be described as inhabited and settled, 

beiong^1188 ,j ttle over 30 ye ars 0 f a ge, of intelligent but, like many 

4byssinians of good family, somewhat effeminate appearance. His pale complexion, 
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approaching in hue the yellow of the Egyptian fellah, contrasts oddly with his frizzled 
black hair, which points unmistakably to a Hamitic (probably Galla) and ultimately a 
negroid element in his blood. His personal manner is pleasant, though too naive and 
childlike, and his character is weak and vacillating. 

He is, so to speak, the “ spoilt child ” of Menelek’s system of local Rulers. He has 
bad considerable intercourse with Europeans, both at Adis Ababa, where he is said to 
be a persona grata at Court, and also at his own head-quarters, which, occupying a 
central position, have lain on the route of many travellers; and he is keenly alive to 
the fact that valuable presents are to be obtained from them. I do not anticipate that 
much will be heard from him in future Abyssinian politics. He is not unpopular, but 
he is not popular either. To the mass of his subjects he is nothing but a name. He 
never travels about his district; in fact, he never leaves his inclosure except to go to 
church or to pay a visit to Adis Ababa. I do not think that he has any initiative or 
energy, and, should troublous times arise, he will probably, unless protected by his 
father, be easily disposed of by his opponents. We are his only European neighbours. 
He feels safe from us so long as Mcnelek lives, but is vaguely suspicious of our ultimate 
intentions. 

His wife, Woizero* Zauditu (pronounced almost Zoditu), a daughter of the Emperor 
Menelek. is at least ten years ber husband’s senior. Her house and inclosure is quite 
distinct from his, though within the same stockade ; she holds a little Court of her 
own, and hasher own officials and functionaries,and collects the revenues and generally 
manages the affairs of certain districts of which she is the independent Ruler. Erom 
what I saw and heard of her she possesses, I should say, much more intelligence, 
firmness, and judgment than her husband. 

I have described elsewhere (see “ Menelek’s Authority ”) the trouble and difficulty I 
experienced in proceeding from Gondar, which is approximately where I entered Ras 
Guksa’s territory,f to Debra Tabor. I am of opinion that before my arrival at Gondar 
he had concluded from reports received about my baggage that I was bringing him 
either no presents at all (as was in point of fact the case) or, if anything, very much 
less than I took up to Dejaz Gassessa last year,{ and in consequence cither actually or 
ostensibly lost interest in my movements. 

I made every endeavour to hire a messenger to take a letter to him, but without 
success, and I could not spare one of my escort for the purpose (see u Escort”). On 
nearing his head-quarters I halted some 2 miles off and sent word of my arrival, 
but my messengers soon returned to report that an escort was advancing to meet me; 
and shortly afterwards a motley crowd of about fifty rifles appeared, under the command 
of a junior officer. 

As a beginning this failed to impress me favourably. The Ras ought, in the 
circumstances, to have come himself, or at the very least to have sent a senior officer, 
such as Dejaz Mashasha or Fitaurari Buseri, both of whom I knew to be at Debra 
Tabor. On the other hand, he had not, so far, received any message from me, so that 
it was within the bounds of possibility, though not those of probability, that he did not 
know who his visitor was. 

As we approached Debra Tabor, I saw that it was nothing more than the usual 
Abyssinian village, an irregular cluster of squalid and tumble-down huts. On an 
eminence stood the Ras’ inclosure, containing the only buildings in his province 
deserving the name of a house. This was surrounded by tents, huts, and cattle 
inclosures, all closely crowded together. My escort conducted me to one of these huts, 
around which ran a fence; the ground inside the fence was littered, as is usual in 
Abyssinian villages, with the accumulated droppings of animals, bones, and other 
garbage, and a gaping crowd of idlers gazed through it. This, I was told, was the 
residence of Kaniazrnach (approximately Colonel) So-and-so when he came to Court, and 
had been selected as a residence for me by the Ras. Apart from the fact that the offal 
and Hies rendered the place intolerable to a European, it would have been impolitic to 
accept a position which was suitable to a native official of the third or fourth rank. 
Accordingly 1 requested the official in charge of the premises to thank the Ras for his 
arrangements, and to inform him that they were not suitable for a British official, and 
then proceeded to look for a suitable camping-ground, which I found about half-a-mile 
on the other side of his inclosure. 

* Originally “ princess,” but now applied to almost any Abyssinian woman of rank, as well as to the 
native or other wives and female companions of Europeans resident in the country. 

f l.e., that governed directly by him. 

X I gathered later that he knew in detail what presents Dejaz Gassessa had received from the Soudan 
Government. 
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While the tents were being pitched another official approached, bringing a bull and 

a quantity of native bread and drinks. , , better wait; I 

q This official was informed by the Board (see Presents )^^ arrival it was their 
by no means declined the presents ; I had not been infor > made 

pUce, the Board inform*! him, » }** 

rSpTrS'- **£££ * fruitlessattempts to ohmin 

followers I welcomed them into my tent, and explained my mission to them over 
friendly glasses of whisky, which they drank like water. When iruju r course 

not been properly met and received they professed‘f™, ^ accepted this 

the Ras thought it was somebody else. lo ease matters i - y P the 
somewhat crude diplomatic fiction, and it was arranged that 1 should co 

RaS At 4 the M appointed hour a small escort led me up to his inclosure, ^''eachingthe 

^"vitaurari Buseri C ame to the gate, and tried to induce me to enter I said I should 

J e S 8 S d t£t d0 the 0 Ras“would^ lfk^vMy much" to^comc bj had 

1° i t ® T I expressed my serious concern, and inquired into the nature of this 

melancholy circnm...n.es, a doctor 

., sent from Prince,. Z.uditn, daughter ef Menelek II, King of King, of Ethiopia, to 
the Jininar [engineer?] of the English Government. 

Myazya at the town of Debra Tabor, in the year of mercy 1900. 

To this I replied later that night 

“ (After preamble and , tt D your Ladyship consider it fitting to 

“ 1 have received your ^(lyship s lettm. w ty , ^ ^ ^ to . morrow carly , 

ask a British official, How h ^ nQ j come i n . This is not a matter 

but, if the Ras does not come ou ^ here on official affairs, and my 

as# ssjscm. a«— 

Meantime the t.e oScmk, brongW " s “™£Vfct“S 

coming out. ‘They w”ere interested to learn from me, after I had read his wife’s letter, 

. It is noteworthy that she refers to her uncle in terms of respect which she does not apply to her 
hUSb “p OT the impropriety of this style of address see my 1907 Report, p. 4, and in this Report, « European 
Prestige.^ouda^ „ would have conveyed no meaning. 
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that the seat of the trouble was in his leg. They were both pleasant old men, and as- 
they found me at dinner we spent a sociable evening, talking on various subjects and 
every now and again returning to the argument in hand. At last, after the bottle of 
kiimmel and another of whisky had been disposed of, they came round to my point 
of view, and said they would persuade the Ras to come out even if they had to carry 
him out. Only, they said, I must come before sunrise, as the sun would have a baleful 
influence on his leg. I opine that the sun was in this case a synonym for the public 
eye. I hey were both tolerably sober when they left me, but to keep matters clear I 
gave them the following letter for the Ras :— 

“ (After preamble and greetings.) 

“ I will come to-morrow at dawn ; but if you do not come out to meet me I shall 
not come in, but shall start for Madhera Mariam.** Please send me a guide accordino* 
to the Emperor's order.’* 

The wretched official with the presents passed the night in my escort’s tent. 

The next morning I gave orders to strike camp, and, taking my escort, rode up to 
the gate, which T reached before sunrise, but not before a large crowd had collected, as, 
of course, the whole place was curious to see how the matter would work out. I had 
made it quite clear the night before that the discussion was closed, and that any attempt 
to reopen it at the gate in the morning would be the signal for my departure towards 
Godjam. After various attendants had made several ineffectual efforts to disperse the 
crowd, Ras Guksa rode out on a mule. He looked well, but ill at ease. I rose from 
my chair, saluted, and shook hands with him, then mounted my horse and rode in 
with him. He took me into his audience chamber and provided me with a chair (I had 
also, of course, had my own brought with me). I then sent orders for my party to 
pitch the tents again and remain where they were. 

The conversation at first naturally centred round his supposed illness. I evinced 
the liveliest sympathy, and at last he w r ent so far as to bare his leg for my examination, 
and I afterwards sent him some Elliman’s horse embrocation and eau-de-Cologne to 
apply to it. (These remedies had the desired effect, for the same afternoon he was able 
to walk without difficulty and declared that the pain had almost disappeared.) We 
then approached other topics, the more important of which, discussed at this and 
succeeding interviews, I have touched on under their respective headings (see “ Gallabat 
Customs ”; “ Currency ” ; “ Invitations to Khartoum ”). 

T also explained to him how to use the alarm watches and rifles sent to him last 
year by his Excellency Slatin Pasha, with which he was highly pleased. 

It will be sufficient here to say that, once the initial difficulty of my proper 
reception was disposed of, my intercourse with Ras Guksa was of a most* friendly nature. 
One somewhat embarrassing matter indeed arose, which I will now proceed to describe, 
but this, as will be seen, was not his doing, and it was by his assistance that it was 
brought to a satisfactory conclusion. 

I have mentioned above that I had to take exception to the style in which his wife 
addressed me. I did so unwillingly, and only because, after careful consideration, I 
found myself of opinion that in no circumstances should a European—at any rate, one 
who has any official status—allow himself to be improperly addressed by a responsible 
person in this country without protesting. This I consider to be his duty towards his 
race; I am convinced it is his duty towards his Government. There are occasions when 
one can ignore what is virtually an insult by affecting ignorance of the language, and 
this 1 invariably did when circumstances allowed. But in the present case such 
evasion was not practicable. "YV oizeru Zauditu’s letter was of course written by a 
secretaiy at her dictation and doubtless its style and contents were known to a 
host of officials. I sent my reply in an unclosed envelope, with instructions to the 
messenger to deliver it to her husband in person. 

After several hours’ conversation I proposed that our interview should be 
resumed in the afternoon. Ras Guksa then said that his wife would like to see 
me, and I was conducted to her house. He did not accompany me. She received 
me in an audience chamber resembling that of her husband. I did not propose to 
refer to her letter, but after a few preliminary remarks of a general nature had passed 
between us she herself brought the matter up. 

She said that she knew many Europeans at Adis Ababa intimately, and that 
she addressed them in this way as a sign of friendship. I said that were I a private 


* On the way to Godjam. 
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traveller I should of course be prepared to enjoy an intimacy of this nature; 
unfortunately 1 had been sent by a Government, and letters addressed to me were 
addressed to that Government, which could not acquiesce in my being so addressed. 
“ Ho doubt," I said, “ your Ladyship speaks like this to very intimate friends, but in 
this country one also speaks like this when issuing orders to one’s slaves; and 
when your Ladyship wrote to me we were strangers.” The proposed intimacy, too, was 
apparently only to exist on paper, as she used the polite form of address throughout this 
interview. I took it the point was settled, and turned the conversation to other topics, 
and shortly afterwards took leave of her. 

On my return to camp I accepted the supplies which had been sent the day before, 
making the usual payments to servants (see “ Presents ”), and writing letters ot acknow¬ 
ledgment. In the course of the day I received a piece of native embroidery with the 
following letter from Woizeru Zauditu :— 

“ (After preamble and greetings.) 

“ I send thee a piece of embroidery to take to thy country. 

“ (Date and seal.) ” 

At my next interview with her husband I produced both letter and embroidery, and 
said that, with his permission, I should much like to accept the latter, but the terms of 
the former rendered it impossible. 1 could not take a letter couched in these terms to 
my Government. 

He had of course heard of all that had passed between his wife and me. The 
matter evidently embarrassed him considerably; he seemed to be equally afraid of 
annoying her and of offending the Government. After trying in vain to induce me to take 
the embroidery and leave the letter, he called for pen and ink and tried to alter the 
letter. In Amharic, however, alterations of this kind, which apply to all the verbs and 
pronouns, are not so easily made. It involved the alteration of more than half the words 
contained in the body of the letter; he also spilt a quantity of ink over it, so that the 
result was an illegible mess. I insisted on this affair being settled one way or another 
before I would proceed to discuss other matters; either he must return the embroidery 
or arrange for a proper covering letter to accompany it. Eventually he accomplished the 
second alternative. The embroidery arrived with a suitable letter from his wife, and I 
wrote her a cordial letter of appreciation and thanks in reply. 

Ras Guksa sent me various supplies, including a bull and a cow, and also presented 
me with a mule (see “19. Recommendations”). On my taking leave of him he sent 
an official with me as far as his boundary on the Blue Nile bridge (see “ Route 
Reports ”), who procured me local guides from point to point. 


6, Dejaz Mashasha. 

Dejaz Mashasha has his head-quarters at Chelga, and, under Ras Guksa, governs 
the district named after that village, as well as those of Tankal and SakkalL ^ He is 
thus our immediate neighbour along the Gallabat frontier. He is about 50 to 55 years 
of age, a native of Gayint, a district to the east of Beigemder, and gave me the impres¬ 
sion of being decidedly anglophile. Though he is an alien and one of Meneleks 
agents, he is by no means unpopular in his district. He was absent when I passed thi ough 
it, both last year and this, and. had made every arrangement for my proper reception 
(see “ Menelek’s Authority”), and made himself very useful in the negotiations which 
preceded my meeting with Ras Guksa at Debra Tabor. 

I understand, too, that he afforded no little assistance to the Baron-Parker expe¬ 
dition of 1904. I corresponded with him officially from 1903 to 1906, and found him 
almost my only Abyssinian correspondent from whom a definite reply to a definite 
question could be obtained. In recognition of his services, and in order to encourage 
him to maintain his present attitude towards us, I beg to recommend that presents to 
the value of, say, £ E. 20 be sent to him (see 19). 


7. Basha Yemr. 

I mentioned in my 1907 Report that I met with most courteous treatment at 
the hands of Basha Yemr, Commandant of Gondar, and Negad Ras Mashasha, Superin¬ 
tendent of Customs there. I accordingly took with me this year a hat and a hunting 

[1557] 3 c 
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gelfceDVptrtSenr’ ^ ** the ' atter ’ which were su PP lied to ™ by the Intelli. 

-n h arri w G ™ d t T both tbese officials w ere in attendance on Ras Guksa at 

Srn,i, a ’ Y n aSha Yemr r returned before 1 left that neighbourhood, a7d one 

afternoon came to call on me I gave him the hat and knife, with which he seemed 
pleased and told him they had been sent him by the Government. Shortly after he had 
left my tent I was starting out for a walk, when one of his servants came up 10 me with 
the hat and knife, saying he had been sent back with them. I asked him whether he had 
a letter, and, on his replying that he had none, said he must be mistaken, and sent him 
back to see whether he was really to return the presents to me, and if so Wwk for a 
letter to accompany them. I added that if he was to come he had better do so the 
next morning. I then went for my walk, reflecting that my guest had not only drunk 
ot , m >\ brand { than " a ® S° od for him, but had most probably been partiall/intoxi- 

bee? tol'd "off h ca . me - 1 should mentlon that a soldier named Bisaten, who had 
been told off by Dejaz Mashasha to accompany me, had had his hat and some monev 

sto en a few days before by a man whom I had engaged as a driver. This driver decamped 
wffh vanous articles after one day’s work, and was on inquiry found to be a notorious 

Whin V^i 1 Basha ^ emrs locum tenens to arrest him, as he lived in Gondar but 

mv h ten g t ^ V' return from m J walk > I found an excited crowd outside 

nLh v ^ my eSC ° rt “ i U J " der armS ' 11 " as almost dark ' 1 afterwards learned that 
Basha Yemrs messenger had returned, with the presents and a letter, and accomnanied 

by a dozen or more soldiers. My escort said I was not in my tent, but the Abyssinkns h^d 

fr°om b iT d , S ’i and ' ns,8ted on beln - admitted to it. My escort refused, having orders 

the Ab adm u n ,° str f n . gers t0 “y tent during my absence. Just before I returned 
the Abyssinians had said they meant to see me at all costs, and had loaded their rifles 

Calling for a light, I sat down and read the letter, which was to the effect that he 
could not accept these presents without the Ras’ permission. This waf of course 
had \ ba d, .n fact told a friend, who afterwards informed my people that 
had expected I should give him a rifle, or at least a revolver, as a present 1 sen for 
Bisaten and in front of Basha Yemr’s men told him—occasionally studying the letter 

had h n r t d ° f hi8 , l08S ’ and as b ^-/r” g Jr h ad no 
arrested the thief, though he was a well-known character, he had sent a new hat and 

knife to replace what had been stolen. Bisaten was of course delighted tr> 

these articles.* I then wished good night to Basha Yemr’s men? wWSgShJS 

surprise, and asked them to take back my compliments and thanks to their nfaster^ 

he wa°s m^eld? ^ ^ 1 ^ ad ™ “ a * which 

he in I «„ r ited rted n“ ha Yemr ’ 8 L COnduCt to Ras Guksa, and pointed out that not only had 
mV™ u? d r?J Government by returning the presents, but that had I come back from 
my walk a little later his men would in all probability have fired on minp • j 

5ro P n unt h iMb ha J e “ - my opinion thl be aflowTto 

drop until this Government has been informed what form that punishment took I 

in, id h° mm r en ! d ^" a -J ater P ara - rra P h that “ view of this occurrence Ras Guki 
should be refused the rifle he asks for, but I have recommended JviZ w 

C W W ° Uld SUggeSt the aCC ° ml)an y ing tbem should contai n an fnquiry abou't 

8. The Situition in Godjam* 

-dnJitr? 1 ’ 1 be , desirab ! e to preface my remarks on this subject by a very brief 

adumbration of the salient points in the recent history of Godjam “it m ,L iff 

understood that in preparing this outline I have had to depend for the most nart 
statements made to me by various individuals in the course of conversation 
My informants were m nearly every instance natives of Godiam so that 

,r r ,he Go ^* ra '» i “ t 01 1 not therefore S&TZXZ 

ffCd l ‘f blstoncal accuracy as we understand the term; apart from thei/nolitifal 
p flections, my informants were rarely definite or consistent as to the connection 
quence of events, the exact date of their occurrence, and similar desiderata matters nf 
self-evident importance to the European observer, but to the Oriental, generally speakim? 

Gotham l SUP f, eme r mdlfferenc *- » should be noted in the first place that the name 
y me At>ai (blue Nile), the Rivers Avaia and Gyedev, and the Chetcha range of 


* His master appropriated the hat when he saw it 
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mountains. In a wider sense, the Kingdom of Godjam embraces all the provinces 
contained in the great curve of the Abai from where it leaves Lake Tsana up to the 
Soudan boundary, as well as the districts on the southern and western shores of Lake 
Tsana; that is to say, it includes, besides the Province of Godjam proper, the adjoining 
territories of Damot, Agaumdir, Wombera, Belaia, Dunkur, Kwara, Sarakwo, iakwossa, 
Atchefer, Myetcha, and Innasye. In addition to this, the late King Tekla Haimanot 
added to the kingdom considerable tracts of the Galla territories south of the Abai. 

With the collapse of the Ethiopian Empire at the end of the eighteenth century, the 
ancient Kingdom of Godjam was split up into a number of independent principalities. 
“ Depuis 1800/’ says Antoine d’Abbadia,* “ le titre de dejjazmatch est assumd par ceux 
qui secroient assez ind^pendants pour le faire ”; and nowhere was this more often and 
successfully done than in Godjam. Theodore, himself a native of Kwara, which had 
asserted its independence under Dejaz Kinfu, in the course of the systematic cam¬ 
paigns by which he reduced the whole of Abyssinia to subjection, met and defeated all 
these petty Rulers in succession, and installed a number of local Governors whose mutual 
jealousies precluded any likelihood of a combination against his authority. Later on, 
during the reign of King John, one of these Rulers, by name Dejaz Tesemma, extended 
his boundaries ; and his son, Ras Adal, whose campaigns against the Dervishes, building 
of churches, and liberal endowment of ecclesiastical institutions had rendered him a 
popular figure, succeeded in uniting under his rule all the territories enumerated above, 
and with the consent and approval of John assumed the title of Negus (King) of Godjam, 
changing his name at the time to that of the famous ecclesiastical hero and saint, Tekla 
Haimanot. Menelek, at this time King of Shoa, had watched the rise of Adal with 
jealous suspicion. As subsequent history has shown, he intended to make himself John^s 
successor on the Imperial throne ; and in Tekla Haimanot he foresaw his most formidable 
rival. His own title of King did not go back many generations,t and was strictly 
confined to his native Kingdom of Shoa. Others besides r l ekla Haimanot had irritated 
him by referring to him as the Ras (Prince) of Shoa, a province which had only of late 
years risen from comparative obscurity, and which was reputed to be infested with 
Moslems. The Abyssinian genealogist is quite as ingenious as his European confrere, 
and Tekla Haimanot had experienced no more difficulty in establishing his descent from 
the ancient Royal house of Godjam than had Menelek, on his coronation as Empeior, m 
deducing his from the Biblical house of Judah. Tekla Haimanot’s influence with the 
clergy of Abyssinia generally was undoubtedly greater than that ot Menelek, and his 
central position in Godjam was superior, from an administrative point of view, to that or 

Menelek in the outlying Kingdom of Shoa. 

The Abai formed a natural and, in Menelek’s eyes, indisputable boundary between 
the dominions of the rival Kings. In the course, however, of his military excursions, 
Tekla Haimanot had crossed the river and established his authority over various Galla 
tribes on the left bank. These tribes were rich in slaves and cattle, and the tribute 
imposed on them formed a considerable item in the Godjam revenue. At the same time 
Menelek was engaged in extending his dominion in this direction ; it will he reinemiered 
that he subsequently informed Europe^ that his dominions extended to the White .Nile, 
which had long been the objective of his ambition. On the east lay the desert, to the 
north was the Emperor John; the natural direction for the expansion of the Shoan 
power were south and west. This southern movement, then, ot the King ot Godjam 
hemmed him in on the west and menaced his approach to the White Nile. 

His remonstrances were disregarded, and finally a collision occurred at Mb ay o. Ihe 
action was of an indecisive nature, and the partisans of both sides claim a victory, 
though the Shoans appear to have had the best of the encounter. It is difficult to 
ascertain exactly what occurred ; the exploits of Tekla Haimanot are fast assuming a 
semi-mythical character, and those of Menelek are of course exaggerated by all who 
“ think Imperially ” in Abyssinia to-day. However this may have been, John inter¬ 
viewed and effected a peace between the combatants, each of whom retired to his 
capital. From this time onwards their relations were nominally friendly; but it will 
be realized that it was with tolerable composure that Menelek received the news of 
the crushing defeat of Tekla Haimanot by the Dervishes under Abu Anjaat Sar Wuha 

in 1888.^ wag a ki e> on the death of John at Metemma (Gallabat) in the follow¬ 

ing year, to establish his claim to the Imperial succession, the skilful use he made of 

* “Dictionnaire de la Langue Amarimia,” s.v. “Zammata.” Dejaz = “general,” but often also 
M governor of a province,” the same individual holding both military and civil rank. 

t Seven. . , 

J E.g.y in his Concession to the International Ethiopian Railway Company. 
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Italian influence to consolidate his position, and, when that was secure, how lie turned 
against and overthrew the Italians with the very forces they had assisted him to* 
accumulate and direct bas been exhaustively described by Berkeley in his masterly 
monograph “ The Rise of Menelek and the Campaign of Adowa.” 

The last years of Tekla Haimanot were burdened by a lingering illness. The sick 
King was carried from shrine to shrine, and finally expired in the odour of sanctity at 
Debra Work in 1900. His remains were transported for burial to the magnificent 
church he had constructed at his capital, Debra Markos, where they now lie interred, 
surmounted by the crown and royal insignia of Godjam, and surrounded by a gallery 
of pictures illustrating scenes both in his own life and in that of the legendary 
hero whose name he had adopted, and with whom he appears to be associated in the 
popular mind. 

Menelek now proceeded to reduce Godjam to a state of vassalage in fact as well 
as in name. Tekla Haimanot had left three sons, Ras Bazzabbih, Dejaz Balau, and 
Dejaz Siyyum. Ras Bazzabbih, the eldest, ruled at Debra Markos for some three 
years, and was then summoned to Adis Ababa and imprisoned there on a charge of 
disloyalty. The younger sons were also imprisoned on various pretexts, and their 
father’s kingdom was split up under Menelek’s emissaries and agents, Damot, 
Agaumdir, Wombera, Belaia, Dunkur, Sarakwo, Atchefer, and Kwara being placed under 
Ras Mangasha Atikam, the son of a petty local Chief, Myetcha, Innasye, and Godjam 
under Girazmach Wolda Yohannis, Takwessa being added to the dominions of Ras^ 
Guksa, and the Galla territories south of the Abai placed under Dejaz Demis. 

Ras Mangasha, as Mcnelek’s agent, had actively fostered the intrigues which led 
to the imprisonment of three brothers, even though the youngest, Dejaz Siyyum, had 
married his daughter Askala Mariam. 

The territories over which Ras Mangasha now rules had in Tekla Haimanot’s time 
been governed by Ras Masfan, to whom the King had given his daughter Weizero 
(Princess) Nigist in marriage. On the death of her father Menelek imprisoned her 
husband on a charge of intriguing with the British in the Soudan, replaced him by Ras 
Mangasha, and (in the words of my informant) “ confiscated his wife and gave her to 
Dejaz Gassessa.” This is not the place to enter into a disquisition on Abyssinian 
marriage and divorce laws; it is sufficient to remark that they are of a flexible nature. 
Ras Masfan has since been released, and now resides as a private individual at Bure, Ras 
Mangasha’s head-quarters in Damot. 

Meantime two of the late King’s sons had died in confinement, and popular rumour 
iu Godjam had it that the third, the youngest, was not likely to survive much longer. 
Menelek, on political grounds, and also, one would like to think, on those of humanity, 
determined to release and reinstate him in some portion of his father’s possessions. 
Accordingly in 1907 Girazmach Wolda Yohannis was recalled to Shoa, Myetcha and 
some adjoining territory was placed under Dejaz Gizau, and Dejaz Siyyum was released 
and appointed Governor of the home province of Godjam, to which was added part of 
the territory of Innasye. 

Ras Workie, who under King Tekla Haimanot had been Governor of the Galla 
territories south of the Abai, but who now is said to be an agent of Menelek’s, 
resides at Debra Markos, and is said to keep watch over and report to Adis Ababa on 
the young Ruler’s conduct (sec “ Dejaz Siyyum ”). He appears to be from 55 to 60 years 
of age. 

9. Dejazmach Gizau . 

I did not meet this individual, who has succeeded to the northern part of Giraz 
Wolda Yohannis’ dominions. 

His capital is, 1 was told, at Kwait, which would have taken me four days’ journey 
out of my way. This, with the four days in which to return and, say, two for interviews, 
would have taken me eight or ten days out of my course. Besides this, I was unable to 
ascertain whether he was at his capital or elsewhere, so 1 decided to push on to Dejaz 
Siyj uni, politically a much more important personage. 

No local Chief throughout the part of Dejaz Gizau’s province which I traversed, 
i.e ., from the first Blue Nile bridge to Mota, paid the slightest attention to Menelek’s 
letter, or afforded me any assistance. 

10. Dejazmach Siyyum . 

The territory ruled over by Dejaz Siyyum, i.e., the home province of Godjam (see 
“ The Situation in Godjam ”) adjoins that of Dejaz Gizau, being separated from it by the 
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J*° ^ £ «Beiirwond Asaggahan. . Tj e had made no arrange- 

heftdl T n L P w noS of Dejaz Siyyum beyond hm name. He hM ^ 

returned with the following note . 

* '~~ * 

‘ STSalf-past eight o'clock! on the 15th Ginbot, in the year of' 

1 . 1 a+vle of address was improper, 

but & 35SS him^o’InScfhia 

mmwmMm 

very popular in h p . h ;ian i entertained who preferre had nQ 

that he was the first Abyssinian^ ^ expressed lus regret that m ^ ^ to 

S™“liglij lk«m hud bee" “itTiIbSt 

embroidered wr g . ^ jions’ manes or helmets s u gold. I managed to 

leopard sk ^ 9, th ^ ir heads, others bearing shiel w they are successful they must 
ornaments on thei nhot0 <rraphs of the scene, but even u these violently 

contrasted colours under a tr P „ Military Affairs ). and then> 

on isScSpeitt a service was going on 

; ESSr “ * >——* *— 
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J?twoT™ i ^ me ’ aW1 , h °Iding me by the hand, to his house, a circular structure 
at Z i ! the u PP er of which he entertained me. Ras Workie was again present 
e l ^ fl’ and / T Xagne } y conscious that the Dejaz was embaZsed by his 

was aW <1 ( v 5 ”' ard K d 1 ,sc ,°T ered /his was the case.) He informed me that it 

territories had L™ b een placed m his father’s seat by Menelek, but that his 

territories had been very much reduced in extent. Re went on to say that rcnorts 

in^nv else ^ that .] iIe " elek ’ ii h? alth failing, and as he was an old man 1m was 

him to do in ^ ,lkely . t0 , h J? W-, th en asked me point-blank what I should advise 
Q “stL wtvi? V ? ° M ,T lek s death - 1 was natlir ally somewhat surprised by this 

bevlnd the ™ ' . re P hcd . h ? explammg that the discussion of internal politics was 
n i ® C0 P e m y mission. I reminded him that I had been sent to establish 
fnendly relations between this Government and himsell, and to see whether the trade 

ot b e v n his U Lthe U t nt hTd 8 IT* b r eX ?r d y ed ' ** re P lied tbat if a11 TeSoiTes Mel 
h had be , e . n restorer' to him he would be our neighbour. As it was he 

end " e "t° U C re ® ard him in that light, though, unfortunately, he feared that any 

Guksa V< ald ““I® between 1,is country and ours would be prevented by Rases 

Guksa and Mangasha, whose territories intervened. I told him of the treatment I 

had experienced at the hands of Malaka Gannat (see “ Alenelek’s Authority”) and 

Bejnwond Asaggahan (see paragraph under that heading), and he promised to send for 
them and to punish the former and reward the latter. promised to send tor 

Shortly afterwards I took my leave, on the understanding that I should visit him 
again next morning, and he conducted me, again leading me by the hand, to his outer 

i Both that day and the day before he sent me considerable supplies of native food 

Ras & SKX Catt i e '- I “ C . iden ^ 1 would out PP that Lth he anl 

mrtv which PonliJt ^ e “ d ° lng thls ; th ^ had, T think, ascertained that half my 
P, ty ’ consisted of nineteen men, were Christians and half Moslems neither of 
whom will eat meat that has not been slaughtered by a co-rehgionist & 

S“ e C g ™„„T f,, bu r’ h ” h :- h “ Jr 10 ! he 3 

fif/u Christians, who agreed to decision bv lot apparently only on the 

understanding that it was to be in their favour. ‘ 7 7 lne 

In the course of that afternoon and evening I was visited by Gabriel Buktor fsee 
paragraph under that heading) and various other officials. 

about sunrisf Tl' givi " g me an >’ notice > D ejaz Siyyum came to ray camp 

bout sunrise. He was on his way to inspect some cultivation, and so had decided to 

take leave of me in passing, as he would not be back till late in the day He had left 

rn/r]'°“\ ha n ' ta i to i besh T the church and his father’s tomb. 7 When he had 
entered my tent he asked me to dismiss all attendants and to post sentries so that no 

befnrl h< l U d approa £l 1 overhea r our conversation. He then explained that the day 
before lie was unable to speak openly because of Ras Workie’s presence and Lain 
asked me what I should advise him to do in the event of Menelek’sdeath. ’ S 
j. w nen you ask me that question you are asking my Government and T 
sure they would tell you that they cannot discuss such matters with you ” 

nn< /fr; * y0X } ?? me / s a friend ' bu * if you refuse to give me advice you are 

not a friend It is probable that Menelek will die soon, and then the men he has set 

my inheritance^ W luL ^ f* me and seize what Httie I have left of 

y inheritance,, Will the English look on and see this done 2 ** 

• o 11 J 18 lm P°f s l ble for me t0 sa y what the English will do. Thev are verv hn*v 

SJS” ' *" d 1 “ 9 “ ite “* i " *> »i»h ,0 Ab^iS 

• x (^ nt . eiTU P^ I i5)* “ But they interfered with Ledj Kasa (i e Theodore"! and 

I. “ Everybody knows that . . ” 

,, /• “, A ‘ P re sent they recognize Menelek as Emperor, and have a Minister at Adis 
Ababa who ,s authorized to speak on behalf of the Government. It is not our cnsTom 
to have one man to represent us to the Ruler of the country and then to send another 
to negotiate behind that Representative’s back and without that Ruler’s knowledge 

T L™ in e ! l at ^ Sn0t i , i ghttbat y on and f should be talking about these Ss‘ 

I propose in a friendly way that we talk about something else.” & 

Thi, 5'u ot *° k ”" ‘ h * E " el “ h ' Y “ k “«. k «‘ f tell ». 
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/. “ I should be very sorry if you thought I was not friendly. You have received 
me very well, and the honour you have done me has been done to the Government 
that sent me. I shall tell them all about it and make it clear that you wish to be 
friends with them. As by Menelek’s letters you see that he wished me to be well 
received, you will have pleased him as well as my Government, for they will no doubt 

thank him for the kindness you have shown me.” 

He. “ 1 hoped, when I saw that you spoke our language, that you would give me 
friendly advice; but what you say is as if you kept silence. It is not friendly.* (He 

seemed very much distressed.) # 

I. “ I am very sorry to hear you say that. As you press me to give advice, I think 
as a friend I may say one thing. The Powers generally wish to see peace in Abyssinia, 
so that they will think well of you if they see that you keep the peace. That is, you 
must endeavour to avoid quarrels with your neighbours. If you begin by imagining 
now that they are going to attack you, you are thinking about war, not about peace.” 

He. “ Will you tell your Government what I have asked you ? ” 

/. “ Certainly; but they will not have dealings with you behind the Emperor’s 
back. I was sent here with his knowledge and approval to make your acquaintance, and 
to see what could be done to increase trade between our countries. I want you to 
promise me that if at any time merchants from our country come to your province you 
will assist them, should they get into difficulties. Also I would ask that you give 
orders that no customs be collected in your province from merchants coming from the 
Soudan. Merchants from Abyssinia pay customs at Metemma (Gallabat) only. They 
are given a receipt there for what they pay, and can then take their goods all over the 
Soudan, through any province, without paying more customs, on producing that 

receipt.” . . . 

He (after some discussion, and several attempts to return to the previous subject;. 

“No merchants who come here with a letter to me will be charged customs at any of 
my posts.” 

I have reproduced above, as nearly as I can, from notes taken at the time, what 
passed between us. It is clear that he came to extract from me an assurance of 
British protection in the future. I had no authority to discuss the matter, but I 
would submit that I was placed in a somewhat difficult position. If I had no right to 
make any promises, I also had no right to say that he was, under the circumstances, 
to expect British protection ; and I saw that he took my silence as tantamount to my 
pursuing the latter course. 

He knew that I had had a friendly meeting with Ras Guksa, and that I was going 
on to Ras Mangasha. He is not on friendly terms with either of these neighbours. It 
is very difficult to maintain one’s intercourse with Ahyssinians, if they are inclined to be 
friendly, on a formal and official footing; the matter is, in their eyes, a personal one, 
and the official attitude with which we are familiar is unintelligible to them. I 
therefore felt that, in the circumstances, I was justified in giving him the piece of 
advice about keeping the peace, which is advice that any European might well give any 
Abyssinian Ruler. I was careful not to commit the Government one way or another, 
and I am glad to say that we parted good friends. He said he hoped the Government 
would take an early opportunity of sending a British official to him again. 

He warned me that Ras Mangasha was immensely conceited, and considered 
himself far too great a man to come out to meet Europeans. He had heard of what 
occurred at Debra Tabor. Ras Guksa, he said, was also conceited ; “ but,” he added, 
“ he is of good family, and, after all, if he wishes, knows how to behave. Ras Mangasha 

is aa “P^ t rt that j haye mado ;t c j ear that Dejaz Siyyum treated me exceedingly well 
in every respect. He had not been informed by Menelek that I should pas3 through 
his country. From Debra Markos he sent an official with me as far as Dembetcha, in 
Ras Mangasha’s country. This official produced guides for me, and saved me endless 

trouble and waste of time. _ . _. ... , 

I had nothing suitable to offer as a present to Dejaz Siyyum, and beg to recommend 

very strongly that a substantial present be sent to him. He did not ask me for anything, 
either directly or indirectly, except for my advice. 

11. Bejirwond Asaggahan. 

On leaving Mota I started without a guide (see “ Presents ”), and picked up such 
information as“l could from passers-by. I was by now seriously considering whether it 
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was not advisable to abandon making a route report and to push on rapidly to Debra. 
Markos I was reluctant to do this, as I was now (the 5th May) at the greatest 
distance from the Soudan I was likely to reach this year, and passing through country 
about which, as far as [ know, we have little or no information. I should certainly not 
have had time to return from Debra Markos, supposing I was able to obtain guides 

“ e ft re -.. “ £ ad ,, egUn t0 ral , n with “"Pleasant frequency, and Roseires was nearly 
400 miles off. Mv progress, from the time I left Ras Guksa’s border, had been very 
slow, averaging only 5 or O miles a-day. With willing guides I could have done from 
10 to 15 miles; hut half my time was spent encamped, while my men were out trying to- 

JIf S u ] des » when found, could not be induced to come more than a few miles (see 
‘ Menelek s Authority ”). v 

fn ° n ‘ h . e 9th May, just after I had decided to push on, I met with a subordinate official 
ot Dejaz Siyyum (in whose territory I was now) who happened to be going in the same 
direction. As we rode along I questioned him about the country, and when he inquired 
why I kept looking at my watch and compass and taking notes, I explained mv position 
to bm With great courtesy he offered to guide me himself to the next village, a place 
called Kiramwo. On our arrival there he interviewed the local Chief, showed him 
Menelek s letters, and made him produce a guide to take me on to the next village It 
was entirely owing to this man's assistance that I was able to make a route report from 

J? 0ta *? ? v eb f r Vp 0rk> and , ultlmatel y to Debra Markos. His name was Asaggahan, and 
his rank that ot Bejirwond. I explained fully to Dejaz Siyyum of what greaTassistance 
he was to me and I have recommended later that a small present—say, a watch—be 


12. Gabriel Buktcr. 

Among the numermis officials who visited my camp at Debra Markos was a Copt 
named Gabriel Buktor, who holds the petty native rank of Bilatta. This man used to 
trade with Abyssinia from Massaua in the days when that port belonged to Eo-ynt. He 
assured me that his Excellency the Governor-General was acquainted with him and his 
case, and showed me a letter from the British Legation at Adis Ababa which said that 

he failed to obtain a satisfactory settlement of his case from the Abyssinian 
authorities he might bring his case to that Legation for consideration 

His case is, briefly, that he claims from the late King Tekla Haimanot (see “The 
Situation in Godjani ”) 12,000 dollars for value received, and from Menelek 3 300 dollars 
expenses incurred in fetching a Patriarch from Alexandria. 

I also brought a letter from him to his Excellency the Governor-General in regard 
to some money he stated he had lying to his credit in the Egyptian Treasury 

This individual has lived for fifteen or twenty years in Abyssinia, has a family by a 
native wife, and has acquired their language and some of their national characteristics 
e.g that ot begging I had several long conversations with him, and was able to check 
intormation received from natives in the light of his remarks. 

He asked me to obtain employment under this Government for his second son 
Salomon, aged about 16 I examined him, and found that he spoke both Arabic and 
Amharic thoroughly well, but in writing Amharic had hardly got beyond the letters I 
advised him to work at reading and writing Amharic, telling him that when he could 
read anything at sight and write a good letter I thought it very likely that an opening 
as interpreter could be found for him here. I liked his style, and should his name com! 
up later on I recommend his employment, provided always that he had learnt to read 

. ? abri<d B“ktor reads and writes Arabic, and told me that letters would reach him 

1 urchase of Mules ) if addressed to him c/o Michael Birru, interpreter at the 
British Legation, Adis Ababa. F 

13. Ras Mangasha. 

The official whom Dejaz Siyyum had sent with me accompanied me as far as 
P.^ nb f. t . cha : J\ ro . m . there to Bure Ras Mangasha’s head-quarters, I had the same 
difficulties in obtaining guides as I had between Gondar and Debra Tabor and in the ' 
territory of Dejaz Gizau (see “Menelek’s Authority”); added to this it now rained 
daily, and some of the country I traversed was infested by brigands. 

Ras Mangasha did not send any one to meet me. 

On reaching Bure which is the most considerable village I have seen in Abyssinia 
and perhaps deserves the name of town, I camped a few hundred yards from the Ras’ 
mclosure, and sent him Menelek’s letters. Some time afterwards he sent Dejaz Yemr, 
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Governor (under him) of Kwara, to visit me. It would be wearisome to describe in 
detail the negotiations which ensued. It is sufficient to say that I waited two days 
(the 4th to the 6th June) at Bure, and then, as the Has still refused to come to his 
gate to receive me, resumed my journey without seeing him. Before leaving I wrote 
him the following letter :— 

“ (After preamble and greetings.) 

“ I am exceedingly sorry to hear you are ill. May God have mercy on you* and 
restore you to health. 

u (Dated and sealed.) " 

He sent a reply, which I had opened by my Onbashi, who could read Amharic. On 
seeing that it was addressed to me in the second person singular he returned it to the 
bearer, saying that he was not allowed to submit improperly written letters to me. There 
was nothing of any importance in the letter. 

In connection with these incidents it must be remembered that the only British 
who have visited Ras Mangasha hitherto were officials and concessionnaires not 
acquainted with either the language or customs of the country. It was hinted to me 
that what was good enough for them was good enough for me. However, I thought 
otherwise. 

I would also mention that he sent persons covertly to examine my baggage, no 
doubt to discover whether I had brought him any presents. I had now been travelling 
for five months, and my stores were much reduced, so that the fact that I was not 
bringing him anything was fairly obvious. 

The letter I bad written to the British Minister at Adis Ababa (see “ Menelek’s 
Authority ”) had led to a letter being sent by Menelek to Ras Mangasha ordering him to 
assist me through his country. Dejaz Yemr showed me this letter, and, on my asking 
why instructions had not accordingly been sent to the Chief of Dembetcha, said that it 
had not been realized that I was the person referred to in the Emperor’s letter. Now, 
he said, that they knew who I was, a guide would be supplied to take me to Roseires. 
A guide was indeed told off to accompany me, but he ran away before we were clear of 
Bure town. From my first camp [ wrote to the Ras asking for another guide. My 
messengers returned with an old cripple, who was practically exhausted when he 
reached me. The first guide, I heard, was caught and thrashed. I put the new one 
on to a mule, but had not the heart to take him more than a few miles, which also was 
as far a9 his knowledge of the country extended. I had simply endless trouble in 
compiling route reports in Ras Mangasha’s country, and I regret to say that they are, 
in consequence, much less detailed than the rest of my work of that kind. 

The particular disease which prevented Ras Mangasha from treating me with the 
courtesy due to a European official was said to be rheumatism, which I gathered was a 
euphemism for syphilis. I had heard some years ago at Gallabat that he was suffering 
from this disease; it had not, however, prevented him from going out shortly before 1 
reached Bure. Further, I was visited by Alaka Dasta,f an old Gondar friend, who 
happened to be at Bure, and he told me that the Ras was quite able to come out and 
meet me, but thought I had brought no presents. 

14. Dejazmach Yemr. 

The principal official that I met of those subordinate to Ras Mangasha was Dejaz 
Yemr, Governor of Kwara, which is the district south-west of Lake Tsana, in which the 
Aima (Dinder) and Shimfa (Rahad) Rivers rise. He is accordingly one of our 
immediate neighbours. He resides, when not in attendance on the Ras at Bure, at 
Avtag Wuha, which can be reached by a messenger in the dry season in three days from 
Metemma (Gallabat). 

He is an old man with a pleasant manner, and affected to be distressed at the way 
Ras Mangasha treated me. He did his best to induce me to give him my bed and 
other camp equipment, even one of my tents, which surprised him by being waterproof. 
Native tents, being made of native cloth, are of course not so. I gathered that he was 
very anxious to know whether we had any British troops; they, he thought, would be 
able to scale the plateau. Of Soudanese and Egyptian troops he is not afraid, as they, 
in his opinion, could not get up the escarpment. 

• 

• The regulation phrase under the (supposed) circumstances, 
f The only Abyssinian I know whom I can fairly describe as a learned man. 

[1557] 3 E 
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G=vl^ t tf,„ b lr^.fht;irw*tat dl ia T \r” hi » th,t iw * 

and friendly intercourse The onlv i/* ished if possible to promote trade 

that in arms and Ammunition '^ ^ he *?* an 7 Merest was 

Europeans. P P > he said, required nothing else from 

15. Fitaurari Gassessa. 

Bu“x*Sd ffissjs r-“'*[ 

a message to his son askinxr him fn ™ n uispieasure. He had, however, sent 
that I wanted a guide, and he gave me an offi^iol i ar f fu ! to sa ^ nothin g more than 

said?give^nAjf fresh gAidresented" wAbr(^er*Balamb^ras^' ,a ^ oU ™^'^’^ 
unfortunatefy^ery m^Hhe wo^e S^uo!? 6 ***'’ °" the *““ d ~ 


16. The Gimz . 

i .h.p« 

Governor of Tumhwa (see “ Fitanmri pi m *^x* a ^ e J c ^ a )* Eitaurari Zallaka, the 
men living on ZtjaMTnnJn^e ITTcZII If ^ thou ^ h there were 

frontier was inhabited by his slaves * The e-uidp h J > ® tween the P] ateau and the Soudan 
Khatz, the first of the slave ChTefs »d A W ° U ' d ’ he Said ’ take me to 

slave Chief. After descending frnm ^ i * hlm orders to P ass me on to the next 

country and passed round th/south side ofMjaMOTnS ° f uninbabited 

as many of the streams were in qnafp otw j t f ^ ountam. My progress was slow, 

became fordable wA now came on l ^ to wait hours tiU ‘W 

who bolted like a hare at our approach f C “ “ and sa ' v an occasional black, 

»d mss. a" hSed”f :t c to ie Lri h ‘.ft i * h ° •-”.“* b «* * 

knew a little Agaunnya. I made the guide from Tnmhl?^ D ° Amha ™ or Arabic > b “t 
for nothing but to proceed as dire^tlv « n d f Q f .K wa ln lP ress on him that I wished 

bearing of ISefy wesfby 1 k “" that the 

Khatz began leading me south south un fl / 0 i * e map, however, was a blank, 
more I remonstrated^ the more 'tSng S T alternat ^* The 

though this country as I saw bv trapkf Qn j f e ^ to ?^ ™ e * It struck me that, 

never saw a village,’and I gradually realized thaT he°!va < A!pAr tl0n ’ W8 ? inbabited > ' v e 
course so that I should not see the villages. leading me by this tortuous 

approximately, in thAt direction 1 ! wrth^e^refulTfha’Awe 661 * 5 ”^ 40 wbicb were > 

camped near one named Bando that night? the 21st June PaSSed 8eVCral vU,a » es - and 

wait withKbafi r d ning - ? had t0 

tlie’inhaWtams S *S 

crowded round Khatz talking excitedl/and all m.u P 1 5 ased *° 8e e us. They 
wished us to move on. I thAn made him tell them tht gatbe . r b ' om blm was that they 
and the best thing they c^uW do Aas li JenH ! the same as the ,£ 

straightest way, as we had now reached country with whioh°TO. T* 1 ’ “ S to shovv us tbe 
By noon the river had fallen from 15 feet tn 9 f , K , hatZ familiar, 

on. As the village had supplied a <r U id e I sent K hat Ah!’ t" d w* forded lt and pushed 
village to village, except that when®he villages were ve^ cinsAA “°T t0 u k ffU ‘ deS trom 
on a fair distance to earn his pay. I SSt^ 

• The Abyssinian does not include slaves in the term - San - (- So »-,nan, human being). 
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my escort to obtain his relief, and on their return I would pay and dismiss the old guide 
in the presence of the new one, explaining to the latter that that was what would happen 
to him the next day. 

As we came in sight of Gwuva Mountain we began to meet with individuals who 
knew a little Arabic; but the inhabitants seemed more unfriendly than before, and I 
noticed that they had many more rifles than in the Belaya district, where the average 
native only had a spear. My difficulties were added to by the fact that I and several 
of my party now began to suffer from fever. We were also unable to buy any supplies 
or forage from the natives, who refused to have any dealings with us. 

On the 24th June we crossed a considerable river called the Ses. 1 was some way 
ahead of my transport. The guide pointed to a village in the bush named Aitig, ana 
said it was the residence of a Chief, and that he would get a fresh guide there. I 
accordingly sent him off with the two soldiers I had with me, waiting myself to show 
the transport the best point to ford the stream. Just as the mule transport reached 
the other bank the soldiers returned and said that the Chief, who spoke Arabic, had 
cursed them and threatened to beat them. I told the guide that I would come and see the 
Chief myself, and as soon as the transport had started to cross, and I had made arrange¬ 
ments for the donkey transport to be shown where to cross, I rode towards the village. 
The guide and my men had preceded me, and when I came up they and three natives 
were all struggling together, and letting off a great deal of abuse at each other. 
1 called my men off, and they pointed out to me which was the Chief. There were 
only three men in the village. The Chief turned to me in a great state of excitement 
and said he refused to supply guides to any one coming from Ras Mangasha. I explained 
to him who I was, and said I wanted nothing without payment. He said no guides 
should take me through his country, whether paid or not, and proceeded to abuse Ras 
Mangasha and all Abyssinians. By way of changing the subject I asked him the name 
of a khor in front of us which flowed into the river we had just crossed. He refused 
to tell me, and went on to question the guide who was with me in the Gimz language. 
Meantime the transport had all come up, the donkeys, which had been some way behind, 
having nowall crossed the river. When he saw all my transport he suddenly changed his tone, 
and said he would guide us himself, and started off along a track leading south-west through 
the forest. I paid the previous guide, who came on a little way and turned off at a run 
alono- a track leading south. This country was all densely wooded. The two natives who 
had come with the Chief also started off down branch tracks when we came to them, and 
I happened to notice the Chief slip a cartridge into the hand of the last man. I then 
began, to use a colloquialism, to smell a rat. A few hundred yards farther on I halted. 
The Chief asked me why I did so. I said, “ In order to let the donkeys catch me up 
<< But,” he said, “ they will see the tracks ot the mules and follow them.. I said I 
would* wait for them all the same. I remembered to have heard in Abyssinia that when 
the slaves were being raided they sent a cartridge round as a signal for all rifles to 
concentrate. When my transport had all come up, I told the Chief that I distrusted 
him and that I would find my way without his assistance. I did not propose, I said, 
to interfere with his people at all. Since he refused to supply a guide we would do 
without one. But, I said, if they propose to interfere with us we should be ready for 
them, and if he did so, he would be starting a quarrel with the Soudan Government, 
who would not bother about Ras Mangasha, but would come and settle accounts with him 

I then turned off to the north through the forest, the Chief starting off at a run 
to the south-west. It was about 2 p.m., and there had been heavy ram that morning. 
Our tracks were very easy to see and our progress very slow. I and several ot my men 
had fever, and our animals were worn out. Fortunately about two hours later we came 
on some hard stony ground, on which we left practically no spoor, and this I followed 
for about 6 miles to the north-east. I then turned north-west, and went on till it began 
to grow dark, when I selected a ravine to camp in, from which fires would not be 
-observed. We saw nothing more of the Gimz till I had got to the west side ot Gwuva 
Mountain, when I headed for the Blue Kile, which we struck about 20 miles above the 

^ udfUtAkAiAthis Chief looked on me at first as an emissary of Eas Mangasha who had 
come to inspect his country with a view to raiding it. Afterwards he thought I was a 
merchant who had lost my way, and, as I only had six rifles, determined to lead me 
into a trap and relieve me of my transport. Near Famaka I met a merchant returning 
to Bure from Singa. He would hardly believe that we had come through the Gimz 
country, to which, he said, all merchants gave a wide berth, as the Gimz murdered all 

isolated strangers. 
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V iiw“ To e ^Z::"-: C T° n ! Saw .f S ^ elet ? n W"* V the side of the track near a 
This fcrihAv^R the only word ot explanation they gave was “ stranger.” 
that thZ " b v , J agriculture and hunting. They are naked savages, I Ascertained 
atrack y T^ ShiP h<3 S . Un n and also ® tn P s of hide suspended from tree to tree across 
Phipt ^ Rre 110 ” u “ a11 ^. under ^ as Mangasha, but really independent. Their head 

Sount n HehasTe tSKf fe’ wh ° resides -mLhere near GwuvJ 

T?oo m u j . tltle of De J az > and each J ear sends so many ounces of e-old to 
^^nH gaSha ’ a v m return r ® ce j ves 80 many rifles and so much ammunition tf the 
SSffipTr;"” " e ”* ” »“• soil» ■«* »P u »til .he 0 :J'«U 

(hp m T ? ek fh iUa I e 8 / Xtei l d a littIe n0rth of the Soudan frontier, i.e., there are a few of 

g.”»“ «£* S “ d *“' b “‘ of G "» th *j *h»» <. i„.; „X" *|°Th!f 

i» ^ *“■ ft “ ■~ d<d - ** «• 


English. 

Jebelawi. 

Agaunnya. 

Gimz.* 

Water 

Fire 

Donkey 

Man 

Woman 

Wood 

Rain 

Sun 

Moon 

Knife 

Piri 

Mu 

Shilir 

Maba 

Ninye 

Titaia 

Ru 

Munzu 

Zigi 

Kanjir 

Akhu 

Legi 

Dukhwari 

Aki 

Huna 

Kani 

Iri 

Awwa 

Arfa 

Kari 

Aya. 

Manja. 

Nenua. 

Gunza. 

Ngafa. 

Ja. 

Dema. 

Oka. 

Biia. 

Tshaga. 


sf|S3S£S=5s ? — as 

ih^rr^T r^^Vdtn^ 1 * 1 “ u "" *» k "» 

venture into that country without a miiimum^cort^'“twenty rifles G ° Vernment should 


17. European Prestige . 

p° fore dosing this portion of my Report I would again draw attention to the fact 

the nrpspnf 811 PFeS W vf seri( ? us ^ v impaired by the disaster at Adowa (1896) and that 
the present generation has all but forgotten the Magdala camnaiffn Tn 

«»pro m «d to e Ab,„toU,S i2£!i*S 

i lowei-class quasi-European trader or artisan, who has occasionallv 

""S-fL 1 vV Tl : e r *»«. •r™n’ ( tb. £.hS, toTSTS j 

ps s c “ rect ' but “ -■>- * 

^ the Ab ^ slnian i s have of late years been brought into a good deal of 
contact, in one way and another, with French and Italians. Now in m/oninion the 

iem a d C Tn a F«nch aken d 1 P th f ir treat “ e , nt of less civilized races’ From what I have 
observed in French and Portuguese Colonies, I consider that they fraternize with 

anyhow!not^’t of”tW ^ * probabIy the articIe or a demonstrative pronoun or case-ending;. 
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natives too much, with the result stated in a certain wholesome proverb about 
familiarity. Their views and behaviour are not in accordance with the British, still 
less, one may add, with German or Dutch, ideas and practices. I was much struck 
with the difference in the white man’s position in Madagascar and German East Africa 
respectively, when I visited them some years ago. In the former be is elbowed and 
bustled by the native, who is his “ fellow-citizen ”; in the latter he is regarded with 
respect and, in fact, usually with fear. The Germans are a scientific people, and 
consider these relations the soundest that can subsist in the circumstances. A 
subsequent visit to Natal led me to conclude that, on the whole, we are, as a race, 
inclined to steer a middle course in our dealings with inferior races; while, that is, we 
treat them fairly, we firmly keep them in their place, which after all is the lower 
place. We tacitly realize that if one cannot do this one had better not go into their 
countries. Time alone can show which of the European races has pursued the wisest 
policy. 

To resume, in the course of this Report I have more than once described what, to 
those who have had no intercourse with Oriental or uncivilized races, may at first appear 
to be almost idle bickerings over points of etiquette. I make no apology for describing 
these apparently trifling passages at such length. Such little points of etiquette have 
an importance in the native mind that it is difficult for the modern European to realize, 
though time was when not dissimilar scenes occurred in London. Samuel Pepys writes 
in his Diary under the 27th September, 1668 :— 

“ This night, in the Queen’s drawing-room, my Lord Brouncker told me the 
difference that is now between the three Ambassadors here, the Venetian, French, and 
Spaniard, the third not being willing to make a visit to the first, because he would not 
receive him at the door; who is willing to give him as much respect as he did to the 
French, who was used no otherwise, and who refuses now to take more of him, upon 
being desired thereto in order to the making an accommodation in this matter.” 

Etiquette, in fine, is of importance almost always and almost everywhere; the use 
of “ thou,” to which I objected in Woizero Zauditu’s letter, finds an exact parallel 
among the Japanese, of whom Pierre Loti says :— 

“ Dans la langue de ce peuple poli, les injures manquent complement; quand on 
est trbs en col&re, il faut se contenter d’employer le tutoiement d’inf6riorite el la. 
conjugaison familibre qui est k l’usage des gens de rien.” 


18. Entertainment of Natives. 


Whether the traveller entertains many natives will depend on the reasons for which 
he is visiting the country. Personally I entertained as many as possible, and these of 
all ranks and conditions, with a view to studying the people and obtaining information. 
The traveller must be prepared for the fact that nearly all beg in the most unabashed 
manner, high and low alike. They also drink spirits and liqueurs readily and in 
surprising quantities. Coffee is appreciated ; tea is usually regarded as a medicine. 
Almost every other day is a “ bal ” or festival, on which they are by way of fasting. This 
means that on such days they will not eat meat (which should in any case not be offered, 
as they are particular about it having been slaughtered by an Abyssinian Christian), 
milk, eggs, or anything containing butter, e.g ., many kinds of biscuits. It is not 
necessary to offer spirits to any but natives of high rank, say, Kaniazmach and upwards ; 
to these it is a courtesy which they more or less expect. 

Another mark of courtesy which is much appreciated is to offer a guest a larger 
chair than that on which one is sitting. The place of honour par excellence is one’s 
bedstead, which is regarded as a throne (in Amharic “ throne ” and “ bedstead are the 
same word). The traveller, however, before he accords the courtesy of offering this as a 
seat, should reflect that his guest, however high his rank and however gorgeous his outer 
dress, is almost certainly the host of numerous parasites (see “ Insects ”), some of which 
will be deposited where he sits. 

It is also an elementary act of courtesy to come out to meet a guest of any standing 
and to accompany him out of one’s tent when he leaves. 

Moslem servants should not be employed in entertaining an Abyssinian guest. 

To get rid of a guest one should rise and say one is sure he is tired and would 
like to retire to rest, that he will not get home before the rain or darkness comes on, 
or some such remark, and oneself lead the way out of the tent, sending an attendant 
for his animals. 


[1557] 
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19. Points requiring Consideration for Action. 


(a.) Invitations to Khartoum .—In accordance with your instructions, I informed 
Ras Guksa that this Government would be glad to welcome him to Khartoum this coming 
winter. I intimated that the best time would be about January. If he could manage 
to reach Gallabat about the middle of that month, I said that we would arrange his 
journey from Gallabat to Khartoum and back. He said he would like to come, and 
would ask Menelek’s permission. It would be perhaps advisable to inquire early through 
Adis Ababa, whence there is a telephone to Debra Tabor, his head-quarters, whether he 
is coming or not. I do not think it likely that he will come; but, if he does, we shall 
require notice in good time to arrange for transport camels to be at Gallabat. He 
would take about a fortnight to reach that place from Debra Tabor. 

The other invitation I was instructed to extend was to Dejaz Gassessa, who was I 
found on my arrival in Abyssinia, a prisoner at Adis Ababa (see “Dejaz Gassessa”) * I 
accordingly did not attempt to deliver the invitation. 

(b.) Presents made to me .—The various presents made to me in my official capacity 
consisted occasionally of cattle for slaughter, but for the most part of native food and 
drink, which were consumed by my drivers servants, and escort. These were all 
practically paid for (see “ Presents”), and, in cases where I made no personal use of the 
articles presented to me, 1 have recovered from the Government the sums thus expended 
under the heading of “expenses,” of which a detailed list was attached to my travelling 
allowance claim. ® 

For the following two presents, however, I was not in a position to make any 
adequate return :— J 

1. A mule given to me by Has Guksa, which I handed to the Inspector, Roseires, 
on my arrival there. I attach his receipt. 

2. A piece of embroidery given me by Ras Guksa’s wife. The local value of this I 
ascertained to be £ E. 4. It is still in my possession, and I would request to be allowed 
to keep it on payment to the Government of that sum. 

• (c.) Recommendations .—I beg to recommend that presents of the following values be 
sent to Debra Tabor° 


For Ras Guksa 
For Woizero Zauditu.. 
For Dejaz Mashasha .. 
For Fitaurari Buseri .. 


£ E. 
50 
40 
20 
20 


Total 


.. 130 


In my letter of the 20th April, 1908, to the Soudan Agent, Cairo, I recommended 
presents to the value of £ h. 100 for Ras Guksa personally, but, after careful considera¬ 
tion, and, m view of the very much better reception accorded me by Dejaz Siyyum (see 
the paragraph under his name), I have decided to reduce my recommendation to that 
made above. I would add that Ras Guksa particularly requested me to inform the 
Government that he would like a single-barrelled 540 express rifle. I propose, however 
that he be informed that, in view of the fact that when l was at Gondar his subordinates all 

but fired on my party, this Government does not consider it desirable to supply him 
with further fire-arms. J 

He also asked for two black silk sleeveless cloaks and one of thick black cloth all 
embroidered with gold braid. ’ 

I noticed that he has no candles or candlesticks. 

I would further recommend very strongly that £E.100 worth of presents be sent 
to Dejaz Siyyum, and a good (say, £ E. o) watch each to the following 

to * 


Bejirwond Asaggahan, at Debra Markos; 
Fitaurari Gassessa, at Dangila ; 
Balambaras Giwon, at Dangila; 

Fitaurari Zallaka, at Tumhwa. 


T v, M -y ec < )n ' t " end f i f s a “t to £ E. 250. I would suggest that, if this is approved, 
I be instructed to select and buy these presents in London. I would submit that a few 
good articles will be far more appreciated than a larger quantity of inferior ones. If 
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"instructions are sent to me I would request that they reach me not later, if possible, than 

the end of November. t t _ ... , , 

(d.) I recommend that the £ E. 438 mms. 631 which Ras Guksa asks to be 

exchanged (see “Currency”) be exchanged for new Abyssinian currency, if we can obtain 
it; and the payment in future of the Abyssinian share of the customs at Gallabat and 
elsewhere in that currency. 


Conclusion . 

Before closing this Report, I wish to express my indebtedness to the Director of 
Surveys, Captain Pearson, R.E., for valuable advice and the loan of certain sketching 
materials, and to Messrs. Vines, Carson, and Hickin, of that Department, for the time 
and attention they have bestowed on the preparation of tracings and reproductions of my 

8ketChe8 ' (Signed) C. H. ARMBRUSTER, 

Junior Inspector. 


[34618] No. 222. 

Treasury to Foreign Office.—(Received October 6.) 

§j r Treasury Chambers , October 5, 1908. 

THE Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury have had before them 
Sir F. A. Campbell’s letter of the 26th ultimo, further relative to the question of the 
supply of interpreters to His Majesty’s Legation in Abyssinia. s 

In reply, I am to request you to inform the Secretary of State that, in view of the 
explanations now furnished, my Lords will waive the stipulation made in their letter 
of the 14th February last, that the young men in training should not be sent out of 
Abyssinia, on the understanding that every possible precaution will be taken to 
supervise them. 

Their Lordships accordingly give their covering sanction for the arrangements 
made by His Majesty’s Charge d’Affaires for the education of two young men at 
Khartoum, including the payment of an allowance of 10/. per month as from 
September 1907, but they must ask the Secretary of State not to repeat this experi¬ 
ment after these two are trained without further reference to this Board. 

I am, &e. 

(Signed) W. BLAIN. 


[33316] No - 223 - 

Sir Edward Grey to M. Cambon. 

Your Excellency, f oreign Office, October 14, 1908. 

ON the 25th ultimo your Excellency made an inquiry on behalf ot the French 
Government as to the views of His Majesty’s Government on the proposal of the 
Italian Government that identic instructions should be sent to the Representatives of 
the three Powers in Abyssinia, to insure the harmonious working of the Tripartite 

Agreement of the 13tli December, 1906. , ... 

As the Government of the Republic are doubtless aware, a draft of the Italian 
proposals similar to that submitted to them by the late Count Tornielli, was com¬ 
municated to His Majesty’s Government by M. di San Giuliano in January last 

His Majesty’s Government referred this draft to their Minister in Adis Ababa, 
and on the receipt of Sir J. Harrington’s observations made communications to the 
Italian Embassy, the substance of which may be summarized as follows 

Taking the proposals in the order in which they have been placed by the Italian 
Government, His Majesty’s Government have replied 

1. Modus Procedendi .—His Majesty’s Government consider that this clause limits 
too closely the discretion of their Representative in Adis Ababa. They are, however. 


prepared to accept, as a basis, of discussion only and without in any way signifying 
their agreement with its terms, the following wording b J 6 

“ Pour rdgler dune fayon uniforme Implication de certaines clauses de V Accord 
de Londres du 13 Decembre, 1906, en tant qu’elles se rdforent aux intdrdts communs 
aes trois Puissances Signaiaires dans rEmpire,ou a certains intdrets spdciaux qui sont 
mdiques ci-dessous ; et pour 6 viter d’une fayon absolue de porter devant le Nd<ms les 
diflerends qui pourraient surgir entre les Reprdsentants des trois Puissances, chacun 
deux devra informer complement ses colldgues de toutes les questions quitouchent 
a des intdrets communs des trois Puissances, de sujets de celles-ci, de tierces Puissances 
ou de sujets de ces demidres. 

Dans le cas ou une diffdrence dopinion surgirait, quant a la manidrc de iuger si 
une affaire ddtermmde est ou non d’intdret coramun, le Reprdsentant qui croira devoir 
soulever une objection en informera ses colldgues, et les trois Reprdsentants exami- 
neront la question et prendront une decision.” 

2. Concessions.— In the same spirit His Majesty’s Government have agreed to a 
clause worded as follows:— ° 

“ Les Reprdsentants des trois Puissances s’abstiendront de demander ou d’appuver 
les Concessions qui se trouveront en contradiction avec l’esprit de 1’Accord du 
Id JJecembre, 1906, en tant qu’elles pourraient ldser les intdrets communs de l’une ou 
de plusieurs Puissances Signataires, et s’opposeront conjointement s’il est ndcessaire 

aux Concessions de ce genre qui seraient demanddes directement, soit par leurs suiets 
soit par des Puissances tierces. ,, J * 

t i 3 A .Defence of Legations.— His Majesty’s Government share the views of the 
Italian Government. 

ta _. 3 ^Succession. Now that the Emperor Menelik has nominated his heir the 
Italian Government propose to omit this clause, in which suggestion His Maiestv’s 
Government would concur. J J 

4s. Measures on the Death of the Negus. His Majesty’s Government are prepared 
to accept in principle the proposed common action herein laid down. 

5 * J u ™dichon.—Hfo Majesty’s Government see no objection to the Representa¬ 
tives ol the three Powers in Abyssinia working out a scheme to deal with this 

question# 

6. Customs and Transit Dues. —His Majesty’s Government have expressed their 
concurrence in the views of the Italian Government on this point. 

7. Arms Traffic. As the Government of the Republic are aware, His Maiestv’s 
ItX™ proposals rl “ S the C ° nference at Brussels of this year, have supported the 

8 . General Policy.— His Majesty’s Government assent to the views held bv the 

Italian Government. J 

I have the honour to inform your Excellency further that His Maiestv’s Govern, 
ment have suggested to the Italian Government that the whole question should be 
left in abeyance until the reply of the Government of the Republic to the communica- 
tion made to them by the late Count Tornielli is known. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


( 32983 ] No. 224. 

Sir Edward Grey to the Marquis di San Giuliano. 

Your Excellency, Foreign Office, October 14, 1908. 

1Q ., 1 (^ AVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s note of the 

• r . elat ( i ve *° the P r °P°. sed A v ld ® ntlc instructions to the Representatives of 
the three limitrophe Powers at Adis Ababa. r 

that m H U M I i XC ? 11 - en p y ’ in tWs i n °, te ’ ^ eStS> ,° n behalf of the Italian Government, 
that His Majesty s Government should themselves draft a clause on the subiect of the 

modus procedendi, since they find they cannot accept the wording of the Italian draft 

ibis proposal has received careful consideration, and I have the honour to inform 

your Excellency that His Majesty’s Government would be prepared to accept as a 
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basis of discussion the wording proposed in your Excellency’s note of the 20th July 
last, with the omission of the sentence in brackets, ‘‘qui 

Negus,” and of the last sentence, “ S’ils ne pourront pas &c., though your ExceUency 
will realize that His Majesty’s Government do not thereby signify their agreement 

with the terms of the clause in question. 

It is probable that the whole scheme, and the modus procedendi ciause m particular, 
will undergo considerable modification as the result of any discussions that may take 
place between the three Powers interested, and His Majesty’s Government therefore 
consider that, until the French Government have made known their views, it will be 

of little practical use to elaborate further the various points he 

I would, moreover, point out to your Excellency that matters appear to be 

running smoothly at Adis Ababa at present, and His Majesty s “ 

therefore inclined to think that, so long as this satisfactory stateof affairs continues, 
it would be better not to take any action m Europe which might disturb it. 

I have also the honour to inform your Excellency that, in response to a ^wtion 
from the French Ambassador, I have given his Excellency a summary of .the replies 
of His Majesty’s Government to the Italian Government on the various points of the 
proposed draftf instructions, adding that His Majesty’sGovernmenthave 
your Excellency to await the communication of the views of the French Governme 
before proceeding further with the discussion. ^ have 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[ 35852 ] No - 225 ‘ 

Lord H. Hervey to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 16.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. w . Mis Ababa [undated]. 

COMMISSION for delimiting the Southern Frontier. FmmrnT 

The Abyssinian Commissioners have not yet been named owing to the Emperor 
Menelek’s illness and to the reluctance to assume responsibility shown by the other 
Chiefs Owing to the lateness of the season it is impossible * d elay Gwymn s 
departure. I propose, therefore, that he should leave here about the 20th of tins 
month and ioincaravan at Ginir. If not prevented, he can proceed to Dolo and Ursulli 
about the 15th December, where he can be met by the Abyssinian Commissioners, 1 y 
that time they have been appointed. Lake Rudolph could thus be reached about the 
15th March when the rainy season begins. I cannot say when the Emperor Menelek 
will be fit for business, but probably not for three weeks at the earliest. In the mean¬ 
time it is doubtful whether any appointment will be made. 

I should be glad to know whether you wish Major Gwynn to proceed as suggeste . 
It is possible that there may be some difficulty about passes, but matters may be 

hastened by a move on our part. 


[ 35852 ] No ’ 226 ' 

Sir Edward Grey to Lord H. Hervey. 

/m*?* 22 ‘), . s p Foreign Office , October 16, 1908. 

( e Frontier delimitation. Your telegram No. 35. 

You should send to the Emperor Menelek, both verbally and m writing, the 

following message:— 

“His Majesty’s Government have heard with great regret that His Majesty has 

, JdLw in health They realize that His Majesty is m consequence unable at 
been suffering in ne t . y . t ma tters of the most urgent nature, 

liXtW^Serefore^Siz^Majo® Gw£m to proceed to Dole to start work on 
and tney nave me , - t ^ t v p aOTe ement between the two Governments, and 

the delimitation m deW for another year, which will be the case 

111 l^bft^rtfat once His Majesty’s Government are confident that this is also His 

■with to meet Major Gwynn at Dolo by 15th December. 

[1557] 3 ° 
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., I revest; that yon will also bring this message to the notice of Hapta Georgis and 
the other frontier Chiefs. You should warn them that His Majesty’s Government will 
hold them responsible for any obstruction of Major Gwynn and his companions. 

i j° u 6 a * so t ^ em His Majesty's Government are anxious that they 
should send officers to accompany the Commission. 


[35136] 


No. 227. 

Sir Edward Grey to the Marquis di San Giuliano. 


m TnL r Se o creta ry of State for Foreign Affairs presents his compliments to the 
Marquis di San Giuliano, and, with reference to his Excellency’s inquiry on the 
5th instant respecting an acknowledgment of the Emperor Menelek’s announcement of 
his choice of a successor, has the honour to inform his Excellency that, as noted in 
Sir E Grey s communication of the 24th July last, His Majesty’s Government decided 
to acknowledge formally His Majesty s communication, since the action of the French 
Government, m instructing their Minister at Adis Ababa to thank His Majesty for his 
announcement rendered unnecessary the joint formal acknowledgment by the three 
limitrophe Powers proposed in Sir E. Grey’s note of the 4th July last. 

Su- J Harrington has accordingly been instructed to address a formal acknowledg¬ 
ment to the Emperor Menelek. g 

Grey desires to express his regret that the wording of his note of the 
24th July last failed to make it clear to his Excellency that, in the opinion of His 



Foreign Office, October 17, 1908. 


L35852J 


No. 228. 


• Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 

® lr ’ , in r l n Foreign Office, October 19, 1908 

. , directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to transmit to you herewith for the 

Mv r T> 10 ri,° f x a.A^ Cr - etary °! State for the Colonies, copy of a telegram from His 
8 Cbargd d Affaires at Adis Ababa,* relative to the delay in starting work on 

WH He”"ey??" ,r ° n “ er °‘ Abr “‘"*' " d ““ * hw? h ** b ™» 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) W. LANGLEY. 


[36716] Ho. 229. 

(No 36 ) L ° rd H ' H<!rVey *° ^ Edward Gre y~(Received October 22.) 

^SOUTHERN Frontier delimitation. ^ ° Ct ° ber 19 ° 8 ’ 

In accordance with instructions in your telegram No. 22 I have sent letter to 
King, which he has not yetbeen allowed to read. A verbal message cannot be 
delivered. The Queen, however, and leading Abyssinians with whom /am trying to 

davs“ 16611 mformed ° f ltS contents > aad I hope to settle eveiything in a few 

received 01 ^ 8tart f ° r Ginir 011 the 24th ^stant, his Passes having just been 


• No. 225. 


t No. 226. 
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137362] So. 230. 

The Marquis di San Giuliano to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 27.) 

(Translation.) ion g on> October 24, 1908. 

IN your note of the 9th ultimo you were good enough to acquaint me that 
the French Embassy had informed the Foreign Office that the request of the Negus 
relative to the adhesion of Abyssinia to the Universal Postal Onion had reference 
only to the postal service. On this point the Italian Government cannot hut eonfim 
the previous correspondence regarding the question and the instructions given to 
Italian Legation at Berne in agreement with the Governments of London an 

Faris^n ^ game no t e you stated, however, that the French Embassy had inquired 
whether, in the event of* Ethiopia desiring besides to adhere to the Convention o 
St. Petersburgh of the 22nd July, 1875, the British Government would join with 
those of Italy and France in supporting a request in that sense and you assured me 
that, before giving a reply on this point, the British Government desired to learn the 
reply given by the French Government to the requests made to them in accordance 
with my note of the Stli August. In this connection I am directed to send you 
herewith a copy of the reply of the French Government and to inform you at the 
same time that the Italian Embassy at Paris has been instructed to inform the 
French Government that the Italian Government hope that the French Legation at 
Adis Ababa will not initiate any action nor take any step which might prejudice the 
status quo relative to the Italian telegraph line in the Tigre and compromise Italian 

interests^ generally, the Italian Government hope that, before any proposal 
relative to the telegraph lines is presented to the Negus, an agreement may he come 
to in the matter between Great Britain and France in accordance with the letter and 
the spirit of the Convention of London of the 13th December, 1906. 

I am also to inform you that, judging from reports which have reached them 
from Adis Ababa, the Italian Government do not believe that the telegraph service 
in Ethiopia is such as to permit of the advantages flowing from the Telegraph 
Convention of St. Petersburgh being conferred on the Ethiopian Government. 

Accept, &c. 

(Signed) A. DI SAN GIULIANO. 

Inclosure in No. 230. 

Note communicated by the French Government to the Italian Embassy at Paris. 

PAR une note en date du 9 de ce mois, l’Ambassade dltalie a bien voulu 
exprimer le ddsir de connaitre le sentiment du Gouvemement de la Rdpublique sur 
L portde de l’adhdsion de l’Etkiopie a l’Union Postale Umverselle; la demande 
formulee k cet e<mrd par le Ndgus et presentee au Conseil Fdddral, d accord avec 
1’Italie et l’Angleterrc, par l’Ambassade de France Berne ne devait, dans 1 esprit du 
Gouvemement Royal, concerner que le service postal; une note de la Legation 
d’ltalie h Berne fait au contraire mention, non seulement du service des postes de 

l’Ethiopie, mais aussi des tdlegraphes et des tdldpliones. 

II est exact que la demande todigee par le Gouvemement tithiopien mentionnait 
les services postaux, telegrapliiques, et toRphotuques, mais les demarches iaites a 
Berne par l’Ambassade do France, aprds accord avec le Gouvemement Italien et 
Anriais, ne concernaient et ne pouvaient concerner que le service postal, puisqu il 
s’a<nssait d’une demande d’adhdsion il l’Union Postale Umverselle. 

° Si le Gouvemement Ethiopien ddsirait, en outre, 6tre admis au bendfice de la 
Convention Teldgraphique Internationale de Saint-Pdtersbourg du -2 Juillet, 1875, 
l’Empereur Mdndlik devrait formuler une nouvelle demande spdciale a cet effet, 
ainsi qu’il en a dtd informe par le Mmistre de la Rdpublique a Addis-Ababa. 

lL Gouvemement Francais ne verrait d’ailleurs que des avantages a ce que 
cette nouvelle demande fht formulee par le Ndgus et espdre que le Gouvemement 
Royal voudrait bien, le cas dchdant, liu donner le mdme appui qua la requete 
concernant l’admission de l’Ethiopie dans l’Umon Postale Umverselle. 

Paris, le 12 Aout, 1908. 
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[375P1] No. 231. 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(Received October 29.) ' 

THE Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies presents his compliments to the 
Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and is directed by the Secretary of State 
to transmit, for the information of Secretary Sir Edward Grey, copy of a telegram 
from the Commissioner, Somaliland, on the subject of the illness of the Emperor 
Menelek. 

Downing Street , October 28, 1908. 


Inclosure in No. 231. 

Commissioner Cordeaux to the Earl of Crewe. 

(Telegraphic.) P. . October 20, 1908. 

, HAVE received report from Vice-Consul at Harrar that there is considerable 
anxiety among the. European community owing to serious illness of the Negus and 
the anti-foreign attitude of the new Abyssinian Governor of Harrar Arabia and his 
following. He considers that European life and property will be endangered in the 
event of the death of Menelek. 


[37667] 


No. 232. 


Lord H. Hervey to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 29.) 

(No. 37.) 1 

(Telegraphic.) P. Adis Ababa , October 29, 1908. 

APPOINTMEN P of Abyssinian Commissioner. With reference to my immediately 
preceding telegram. 

The Emperor Menelek has been given your message. The Minister for Foreign 
Affairs states that the Emperor has appointed a Commissioner to delimit the frontier, 
but that no definite settlement has been arrived at, and that the matter is still being 
considered. 

On the 24th instant Major GWynne set out for Dolo. The frontier Chiefs have 
their men in readiness. Should the Abyssinian Commissioner not meet Major Gwynne, 
or not be appointed in time, have you any instructions for him ? 

I am pressing the Government to act as quickly as possible. 


[37591] 


No. 233. 


Sir Edward Grey to Lord H. Hervey. 

(No. 23.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office , October 30, 1908. 

ILLNESS of Emperor Menelek. 

His Majesty’s Government have learnt, by telegraph, from the Commissioner of 
Somaliland that it is reported from Harrar that anxiety is being caused to the 
European residents there by the illness of the Emperor Menelek and the new 
Governor’s anti-foreign attitude. In the event of Menelek’s death they fear that life 
and property may be in danger. 

You should endeavour to ascertain if these apprehensions are well grounded, and 
report to me by telegraph. 

I should also like to know what information you have as to the state of health of 
tfie Emperor. 
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[37667] ' " No. 234. 

Sir Edward Grey to Lord H. Hervey. 

(No. 24.) Foreign Office, November 2, 1908. , 

ol Ah,„ini»n tatier. With Umnc. to yonr <•>*!•“> 

If the Abyssinian Commissioner is not ready when Major Q.yime ^to 

Chiefs, and in concert 

"%'S Majesty's Government have full confidence in Major Gwynnc, and desire him 

of the reasons already set forth in my telegram No. 22, set to worK wnu F 
dry season lasts. • 


[38252] No - 235 ‘ 

j M. Carlin to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received November 3.) 

Legation de Suisse , Londres y 

- le 2 Novembre f 1908. 

M. le Secretaire d Etat, -„ Tyrant k la votre du 16 Juillet 

POUR faire smte a ma ^.^r. ^^iopie t KLvention Postale Univer- 

Si'?dirSrc 1 tSiWi 

K , n‘^r?j u r“pi.rj"n tt 4 u «». «&«» «* ™“ >ie 4 

t * rti {i U SS’”a , .pS>» 1 ne!, ^'Administration de. Poste. d'Ethi.pie percevr. 

ses taxes sont fix6s conane suit, a savoir: 

A 2 guerche pour 25 centimes. 



Le Conseil Fbddral e.t TI Itt ^n 

(Sign6) CARLIN. 


Inclosure in No. 235. 

French Ambassador at Berne to M. Brenner. 

Ambassade de la RJpublique Frangaise en Suisse , 
Berne , le 17 Octobre , 1908. % . 

M. le President, ^ . Al , • FYOAllpnoe a bien voulu faire savoir a 

PAR sa lettre du 25 Postale Universelle teit 

M. Bonnardet que 1 admission P j i diplomatique a tous les 

chose faite, l’adhesion de ce pays X a ul renseiier les pays de l’Union Postale sur 
I“Sr^r»mS'd, po”t. r £™&., » sujet de.qu.l. j'ai I'honncu, d. tran.m.ttr. 

4 votre Excellence les precisions U , uelfe MhMon sera 

exprime 1. dto d'entrer effectivem.n, dan. 

l’Union le l er Novembre prochain. 

[1557] 
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Qonvtlr* de 83 Part c °“tnbutive aux frais du Bureau International, le 

menllvSit " , n ° US pne , d ® nous entendre «ur ce point avec le Gouverne- 
V t i 1 aC -° e ? te pa 5 avanoe la d&iexon qui sera prise a cet egard. 

< 4 mnV«llt , 'yr® qU T aentS 1 a dxer e n monnaie tfthiopienne sont les suivants : 2 guerche 
equivalent a 25 centimes, le i guerche a 10 centimes, le * guerche 4 5 centimes 

Veuillez, &c. 

(Pour 1 Ambassadeur empeche et par authorisation), 

Le Secretaire d’Ambassade, 

(Signd) R. COSSON. 



[34155] 


No. 236. 


/m oo i p ■ \ Sir Edward Grey to Sir E. Gorsi. 

(JMo. Zb. Africa.) 

Sir 

1 BAVE read Witt great intenatlir Ambmter?fcpirunii. 

S.srys.sXXLT*” 1 ' 410 me “ Mr - N »- “■ 

re Pf St * 1 , lat P U T! U ask tbe Soudan Government to convey to Mr. Armbruster 
my thanks for the valuable information supplied by him. 

nnKtiln^r 4 of , tb ® ^ ener ? 1 Report (A), Mr. Armbruster touches on the currency 
ascprfP’ andsug p sts that an inquiry should be addressed to the Bank of Abyssinia to 
cdnlne Y™ 8 , tep ® *"’*? c ° nt ® m P la te, taking to promote the circulation of 
MnP S t > nu ! 1 T, I 1 d J“ form the Soudan Government that I am instructing His 
thehank d Affalres at Adis Ababa to make the necessary inquiriesfoun 

Amibruster ’ s observations in the same section as to the development of the 

Therein 'f 1 ?f ssima . n *: r , ade bem g largely dependent on an abundant supply of Maria 

a d wi II tn V 8 P incide ™. th m y information received from other trustworthy sources, 
and will no doubt receive the careful consideration of the Soudan Government 

Ah»h, Pi,?. 1 ; 0 drawmg tbe , attention of His Majesty's Chargd d’Affarires at Adis 
Ababa, to the instances quoted by Mr. Armbruster in section 1 of the Political Report (B) 

ll(-rvpvP r< h - )y ?, Ca ° Uefs of R. m g Menelek’s orders, and I am instructing Lord H 

for so doSgoccu^ 686 CaS6S t0 HlS MajeSty ’ S n0tice sll0uld a favour a b le opportunity 

Mr ArmwSfl.* 0 reque , st , * kat you will inform the Soudan Government that 
s language held to Dejaz Siyum, as recorded in section 10 of part (B) 
ol Ins Report, has my entire approval. 1 v ' 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[37362J 


No. 237. 

Foreign Office to Post Office. 


Til WITI ? *° * h ' “»*«”thi. Office JS'snSytarSri.e 

receiving tkSfite BL 




* Nos. 198, 204, 207, 212, and 230. 
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mi 

Before therefore replying to the French and Italian Governments, Sir E. Grey 
•would be grateful for any information as to the advantages accruing fro , 
obligations entailed by, adherence on the part of Abyssinia to the Convention. 

r (Signed) W. LANGLEY. 


[39278] No - 238, 

Lord H. Hervey to Sir Edward Grey— {Received November 11.) 

33 ‘) Adis Ababa, October 14, 1908. 

lr ’ I HAVE the honour to report briefly on the general situation. _ , 

The feverish excitement caused by the antics of M. KLobukowski the Fre 
Snecial Envoy passed away with that gentleman’s departure in February last, 
Sd hi successor^ M. Brice, las adopted tSe attitude of one unable to iniLate 
action or even express any official opinion without previously consulting his 

Government Conce89ion obtaill ed by M. Klobukowski has not apparently 

proved to be entirely as satisfactory as was supposed A French Comnussion of 
engineers was sent out a few months ago to study the technical features of the 

construction of the line, and it is understood that they have 86 ^ S T leftTdkAbX 7 
modifications. The nominal concessionaire, Lr. Yitalien, has just lelt Acl , 

presumably to be at hand in Paris when the subject of the ™^ycomcsvipfor 
discussion in the French Chambers, and, until that takes place 

heard about it in this capital, for the idea of a railway is not one which excites 
enthusiasm amongst the Abyssinians generally ; indeed, with the exception of t 
SSSJuSfS. majority of thoMu.nti.l Chief. ~ ld| * jo Itt.M 

It fi stated, with what authority I am unable to say, that Menelek is far » 

on several points, and that many awkward qiiestions will have to be settled hero 

work on the new portion of the line can be put m hand. .., 

We “tench continue quietly to endeavour to ingu.ti.te th.mseive. wih tho 
Abyssinian, and to get a Inner foothold in tho county- Dunug the» 
French agricultural experts and veterinary surgeons have 

and latterly a new French doctor has arrived to take charge of the hospitaL taken over 
?Zn the Russians and to replace Dr. Vitalien as physician to His Majesty. The 
Ethiopian posts and telegrapl/are now completely under French direction, a number 

ot “sxsrrar* Sw&’SS'E*. * »a, -» 

IM1 mSmS.'SCSUrinn Legations h.vc, a. for .. I am .write, had uo question. 

ssp f= 5 £ 

‘“‘'The situation in geneml, dating, it seem., from about th. advent of 

M . the virtue, of the Emperor, 

The policy initiated by fj ; country is more wisely administered 

the inevitable resul.-.n >"fJ^waf CoZliffc^y^ "SS 
fE^fcfead'giveTtLm, and withdmwn the Bobber Company's Concession and 

— might a,mo.. 

say the only— progr^sive ^ d is onl y now recovering ; he has practically 

^ t0 toke anyactive 
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part in affairs of State, and it is impossible to say how long this condition of things may 
last. In the meantime, none of the Rases, or Ministers, daring to assume any respon¬ 
sibility, public affairs of importance are at a standstill, and no redress for acts of 
aggression or lawlessness can be obtained. Raids into British territory on the south 
and west are constantly reported, hat as the Governors of the provinces concerned 
probably participate in some proportion of the spoils, it is next to impossible to induce 
them to take any active measures to suppress them The so-called Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, Haili Giorgis, is an unprincipled scoundrel, and will only take an 
active interest in anything which gives him an opportunity of lining his pockets, so 
that no assistance can be expected from him. 

A fitting instance of the deadlock existing in public affairs is the delay of the 
Abyssinians in appointing their Commissioners to accompany Major Gwynn to 
delimitate the southern frontier. It appears that no one dares to take the initiative 
now that the King is unable himself to give orders. Sir John Harrington before 
leaving had an interview with the Queen, but it was evident that Her Majesty 
hesitated to assume the necessary responsibility. I have since endeavoured to induce 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Fitaurari Ilapta Giorgis, whose country adjoins a 
large portion of the frontier-line, to move in the matter, but beyond promises I have 
been unable to get any farther. 

The position of the Bank of Abyssinia has caused some anxiety, first, on account 
of the machinations of the French Legation to induce King Menelek to permit the 
Banque de 1 Indo-Chine lo establish a branch here, and, secondly, owing to the 
King s desire to be President of the local Committee, with power to exercise a 
casting vote. On the first point His Majesty is reported to have said that one bank 
gave him quite trouble enough, and as regards the second it seems probable that the 
question will be dropped. 

To sum up the situation, the general attitude is one of expectancy. The Emperor 
may be sufficiently well in a month or two to again take up the reins of power for a 
time, but his illness is likely to recur later with increasing violence. Lij Yasu, who 
was announced as his successor and heir some time ago, has not yet been publicly 
proclaimed to the people, a large number of whom are antagonistic to him owing to 
his father, Ras Michail, being a Mahommedan. 

The only hope for the future is that some powerful Chief, such as Fitaurari 
Hapta Georgis, may ally himself with the Ras, in which case their united armies 
might hold in check any ordinary combination likely to be brought against them. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) HERBERT HERYEY. 


[39356] No. 239. 

The Marquis di San Giuliano to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received November 11.) 
(Translation.) 

THE Italian Ambassador presents his compliments to Sir E. Grey, and, with 
reference to his communication of the 17th ultimo, has the honour to inform him that 
the Italian Government propose to instruct Colli di Felizzano, who will shortly return 
to Adis Ababa, to take formal note with the Emperor Menelek of the designation of 
the heir to the throne in the person of Ligg-Jasu. 

Italian Embassy , London , November 9, 1908. 


[39660] No. 240. 

Lord H . Hervey to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received November 14.) 

(No 34.) 7 

Adis Ababa, October 23, 1908. 

1 HAVE the honour to report that, in accordance with the instructions in your 
telegram No. 22 of the 17th instant, I delivered your message about the Southern 
Frontier Commission, in writing, to the Minister for Foreign Affairs, for presentation 
to the King. It is extremely doubtful, however, if the communication will reach its 
destination for some time to come, as the doctors will not allow any matter of business 
to be even mentioned in His Majesty’s presence, and the Queen is continually at hand 
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to see that their orders are carried out. The transmission of the message verbally is 

thus out of the question. Queen before leaving, but Her 

Sir John Harrington had an interview with the Queen^ oe^ ^ * Ministers 

Majesty is evidently afraid to take any mitia , communication 

dare to move in the matter without instructions. I have smco^oee ^ ^ ^ 

with the Queen and all the pnneipal C^ but although I have 

of the tenour of the message sent by His M^esty s u j believ e they 

ft “ ‘SS 7 tofttaSS? SS.to set .hi. mtoto, **d. * <■» ' 

of a few days will again report the result telegraphicaUy 

(Signed) HERBERT HERVEY. 


[40265] No - 24L 

International EtHopian Railmay “ Gr ^ _ 

34, Clement’s Lane, London, November 17, 1908 ; 

which we represent. __ frpme urgency, for we have received 

The question has now become one of ext:reme urg the French 

reliable information that a J Projet ^de Ui the' new Railway 

I '° ld 'We tawnMW■ to believe that ! l ill "«• “ 

“ift. ' JO” to.. m.de ”» toh.lt the 

fait accompli. . , ., . w 0 f the French Government to 

judlft Of ou, shareholders s.d of .he British 

public. 

We should then have to state— 

BreJi ^ 

Sr?to“™X“to 'KSng the whole of 

3. That the French Government then, under threats oi ^ ^ agree to 

rf V one-third of the pl.eed «pon the- 

by the Judicial Liquidator on the lowest possible^timat . this force d sale 

4. That the new Railway Company to^which^ndjor wn ^ ^ relations with t he 

was to be made, has been ^ , - t debenture capital, but its share capital, is to 

French Government,.„d h.t no ■ «*gWeeh Gorer.mejt. . 

receive a guarantee of 34 to 4 per c Government, the Imperial 

£S of . sum, eve. on the rigorous* deprecated 

[1557] 


1, 
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f- *• M.000.000 ft., ,h„ „«„ 
a corresponding amount. 6 * lencdl Government benefiting by 

proi^ubri;^^ «“ “M ,o«p»7. .bo h.„ 

Si ** V" th ' «W ffss-xsa 

we learnt that the^rendf^ f. 1 " 0 ®’ from the moment when 

from Adis-Ababa should be under exclusively VrmJh P ° ^ lca reasoi ' s > tllat the railway 
Italian Governments had ao-reed tn ih;« { re “ c h auspices, and that the British and 

whole of our commercial interests either To ft™ * eda ™ d n our wilIin « ne “ to ^ansfer the 
in return for fair and or to its nominees 

and again been made in the letters which wo ha h 1 °^’i* 8 ^ 0U are aware * bas again 
the subject. 8 hlCh W0 have had the h onour to address to yoS on 

GovernmeiU isTTther ^e^accomplice ^MhTd tf ‘ at - ° an 0° draWn is that the French 

British and French investors are to ho • d ? P V?. a . financiftl transaction in which 
group of French f ° r ^ b ° nefit ° f a 

the presence of British capitalists is used .1 ^ ^ B , F f ench Government, and that 
transaction. P ed as a cloak to cover up this iniquitous 

•nd S"ttfBSb” p«e ‘IT f “•“« to , b . re „ oMm 

respond to the representations vn„ f Government Persist in its refusal to 

our behalf is, as ronTrf arre^lw no Zl 0 " addreas ® d to it on 

which we share with the oreat maioritv ,/! exhaustlve J b ^t m view of the desire 
most cordial relations between the turn C ^ C0UI J tr ^ m ^ n the maintenance of the 
give publicity to feet, Xh“S’»»*« to 
commentary on the value of the rc&aid ^ d as furnishing a very striking 

which was that it would facilitate the treatment^ °“ e ? f *¥ chi . ef recommendations of 
such questions as that SToutofff J uat and ^uitable lines of precisely 
We therefore, before Rail «ay Company" 

appeal again to make representations on the sublet to Se^LTp” 0 " *" 
the view of obtaining justice for the Britisl, interests involted G °vernment, with 

I here are two other points to which we desire to direct your attention 

1906, tL ttreV'GovSnments tf/ej thaHh^rh f. gI S e “ enl °{ tbe 13th December, 
Adis-Ababa, either by the Ethiopian Railway P U 1 Fal f ay ® FaR be prolonged to 
French Company which may beM^tiSld k °m, by a ^ other P'ivate 

specially wish to draw your attention is tW ft, ele ^ r , &c. . The point to which we 

but a Company founded and controlled bv tL^F nevv C 'J m l )an y 18 not a private Company, 
whole of its capital. con *olled by the French Government, which guarantees the 

exists a^rave^nd^important^ifferenwTbetween*thefText *<>f The 8 Ami tbat £ here 

srssrsftiy as*s * V-xx&rxz ss 

published in Paris it is stated that the L'ZT^ 'Hf*' In . the French version 
Abyssinian frontier and Dird-Daouah shall ,^“ 8 , ltl0n of th e existing line between the 

In a literal French trans ation Tf tv, a > ,a cha, & e de la n °uvelle Compagnie ” 
reliable source U» 4SSS. ^.e^T‘” e obtainetSroni . 

cbemin deafer entre nSSlroniLre pour la construction du 

nouvelie Commie d “™ « «» —bom* p,, 

rr«.I e ^rrf? h eTe»“ S“ 1 ’2 S, T? ^ A.harie ,.d 

text supplied to us is correct the stiLTations° ma^ V,* i h ® * ranslation of the Amharic 
terms on which the existing railway fn Awlr , bj L h ® Emp f or Menelek as to the 
from the old Company*^avfE io^fv W H ^ a S“ red ^ the neiv Company 
F-encb P b/s ” da t 
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accept, and which it is now using every endeavour to induce the shareholders and 
creditors of the old Company to accept, while refusing to communicate to them the text 
of the Vitalien Concession. 

We have, &c. _ _ 

(Signed) OCHS BROTHERS, 

v Mnnaaina Directors. 


[40623] 


No. 242. 


Lord H. Hervey to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 21.) 

f iT °- 36 - } Adis Ababa, October 30, 1908. 

’ I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your despatch No. 93 of the 
30th ultimo, with reference to the continued employment of Mr. Zaphiro, boutiiern 
Frontier Inspector, after the termination of his present engagement. 

The Delimitation Commission does not expect to commence its labours, starting 
from Dolo, till about the 1st December next. Mr. Zaphiro has already been instructed 
to meet the Commissioners at that place and accompany them during their wort, i is 
knowledge of the frontier tribes, their habits and habitats, his acquaintance with t e 
Galla language and native dialects, and the study he has made of the topography ot 
his district, the water supplies, favourite haunts of the elephant, and so forth, make 

his presence with the Commission almost indispensable. n lono 

Major Gwynn expects to reach Lake Rudolph about the second half of March 1909, 
so that shortly after that date the central portion of the line would be left entirely 

unguarded if the Inspector is withdrawn. , , , . . 

Owing to the protracted illness of the Emperor Menelek, and the consequent 
loosening of his grip on the outlying portions of his dominions, a state of lawlessness 
exists on the southern frontier unparalleled in recent years. Mr. Zaphiro reports that 
man y hundreds of elephant-hunters crossed the line at various points, slaughtering 
male, female, and young elephants, and looting the tribes nominally under our 
■protection. With the little band of men under his control Mr. Zaphiro is practically 
powerless to check them, hut his presence does to a certain extent prevent outrages 
being committed on the natives themselves, as the delinquents are aware that their 
acts will be reported here, and fear the possible consequences; with regard to the 
elephant-hunting, this is not the case, as there is no doubt that the Emperor and other 
leading Abyssinians connive at what takes place, taking their share of the spoils. 

If the frontier after delimitation is to he left for some months or a year without 
any control, I fear the effect on the natives on our side of the line will be disastrous 
and their confidence in and respect for British protection, once lost, will not be * easy jo 
regain. For these reasons I submit that the Inspector should not be withdrawn 
pending the fruition of the scheme for the permanent control of the frontier, but that, 

on the contrary, his scanty force should, if possible, he strengthened. 

I nave, etc. 

(Signed) HERBERT HERVEY. 


[40265] 


No. 243. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Bertie. 

(No. 71. Africa.) Foreign Office, November 24, 1908. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 59, Africa, of the 3rd ultimo, relative 
to the affairs of the Ethiopian Railway Trust and Construction Company, I transmit 
to your Excellency herewith a oopjr of a further letter from the Company respecting 

the present position of the question.-•' . -p, n 

In view of the situation disclosed in this letter, I request that your Excellency 
wiB take an early opportunity of verbally reminding the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
of the fact that no reply has yet been received to my Memorandum of the 2nd July 
last, of which a copy was forwarded to your Excellency in my despatch No. 44, 

Africa, of the 6th July last. ^ .. .. ^ . , , 

Your Excellency should point out to M. Pichon that if the Convention between 


* No. 241. 




tlie French Government and the new Company that has been formed to take over and 
continue the existing Jibuti Railway to Adis Ababa becomes law before any con¬ 
sideration has been given to the special position of the Trust Company towards the old 
Railway Company as set forth in my Memorandum already referred to, and without 
nrnHn? 1 / beei * re . tu ™ ed to that P«per, an unfortunate impression will be 

the d Dbeetors r n* th ° P ubhcation of the bistory of the whole case, which 

to theirshareholders 1 C ° ntem P late in order to defend their responsibility 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY 


[40265] 


No. 244. 


Foreign Office to Ethiopian Trust Company. 


ST 1 , by 8ecre, " J Si ' E - G "v ‘0 F Z£zZlt: m r£$l^ ar 

eIiX 0 ^ R.ii™; n cw ^ po!iti “ o * j °” » th » “•»” ° f «» 

. f / aia to lnf °rm you, in reply, that the substance of your letter of the 27th May 
last was communicated to the French Ambassador on the 2nd July last. No answer 
lias as yet been received from the French Government, and His Majesty’s Ambassador 
in Pans has now been instructed to press for a reply. * lassauor 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) W. LANGLEY. 


[41512] 


No. 245. 


Mr. Grahame to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 28.) 


(No. 57. Africa.) 

Sir 

WT r rrr <• , Paris , November 26. 1908. 

x. W ITH reference to your despatch No. 71, Africa, of the 24th instant, I have 
the honour to inform you that I to-day spoke to the Political Director of the Ministry 

Company^ AffairS ° Q ^ Sub ^ ect of the Ethiopian Railway Trust and Construction 

, f told M. Louis that a despatch from you instructing His Majesty’s Ambassador 
to bring the position of affairs to the notice of M. Pichon had arrived after Ids 

SemaUer d wH a h r ^r^ r En W’ and tbat 1 desired to caU his particular attention 
Julv W tn A Memorandum had, I said, been addressed on the 2nd 

July last to the French Ambassador m London on the subject, as well as a further 

rerd^h^hee 011 ’ dat . ed j he ^ rd °, ctob f r ’ reminding M. Cambon of the matter, but no 
l y had been received. Sir Edward Grey desired that it should be pointed out to the 
French Government that if the Convention with the new Company fomied to take 
over and continue the existing Jibuti Railway to Addis Ababa was submitted to and 
approved by the Legislature before any consideration had been given to the special 
position of the Trust Company towards' the old Railway Company “shown in the 
Memorandum to the French Ambassador, dated the 2nd July, an/without any reply 
nrn r 8 be . en ^turned to that communication, a most unfortunate impression woul/be 

St 1 “r™“ y »Xi““d“ on ot Ustory oftte 0ise ’"“ u «“ “»«"» 

i M j Louis replied that attention would at once be given to the matter TTe 

a n l dical diver gence between the views held by the Trust 
f their claims and that tak<:n by the Ministry of the Colonies in reeard 

no/be^lef^wiHi^ 11 ^ 6 a ° r 1 eed tka t the communication from the Foreign Office should 

m/nln nl in f- rep /’ e T en if that “P^ ha d to be that the French Government 
maintained the position already explained in previous communications. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) GEORGE GRAHAME. 
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[42357] No. 246. 

Memorandum communicated by M. Cambon , December 2, 1908. 

L’AMBASSADEUR de France aurait reppndu depuis longtemps au Memorandum 
que le Secretaire d'Etat pour les Affaires Etrangeres a bien voulu lui adresser, le 
2 Juillet dernier, au sujet de la reclamation de T International Ethiopian Trust and 
Railway Company si ce Memorandum n’avait cit6 des declarations que les repre- 
sentants de la Society Anglaise pretendaient avoir revues de M. Klobukowski, alors 
Ministre de France au Caire, aujourd’hui Gouverneur-General de l’lndo-Chine 
Frangaise, et de M. Guemaut, alors Directeur au Ministere des Finances, aujourd’hui 
Sous-Gouvemeur de la Banque de France. II 6tait done necessaire de communiquer k 
ces hauts fonctionnaires le Memorandum qui faisait etat de leurs paroles, et le temps 
exige par ces correspondances a seul cause le retard de la pr^sente reponse. 

M. le Gouverneur-General de 1’Indo-Chine et M. le Sous-Gouverneur de la Banque 
de France dementent formellement les allegations des representants de la Trust 
Company. Ni Tun, ni Tautre n’ont jamais demande que cette Soci^te pretat son 
concom-s financier a la Compagnie des Chemins de Fer Ethiopiens ; ils ont, au 
contraire, declare au Comte de Chesterfield, h M. Ochs, et a M. Acat qu’ils £taient 
opposes a toute intervention de ce genre et, pendant les entretiens de Fevrier 1907, 
M. Guernaut et M. Klobukowski ont tenu aux representants de la Trust Company 
nn langage tres precis exactement contraire a celui qui leur est prete. 

Les allegations erronees que la Trust Company a presentees au Foreign Office 
eclaireront le Secretaire d’Etat pour les Affaires Etrangeres sur l’attitude prise par 
cette Soci6t6 et sur les proc6d6s employes par ses representants. 

Quant au fond meme de l’affaire, TAmbassadeur de France ne peut que se ref^rer 
a ses notes du 31 Janvier et du 30 Mars dernier, et il fait observer une fois de plus que 
la reclamation de la Trust Company est une affaire d’ordre judiciaire qui releve 
uniquement des Tribunaux Frangais. 

Ambassade de France , Londres , 
le 2 Dtcembre , 1908. 


[42234] No. 247. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Bertie. 

(No. 5. Africa.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office , December 3, 1908. 

THE Ethiopian Trust Company have informed me that the Ethiopian Railway 
Company have had the alternative of accepting within forty-eight hours from 
yesterday impossible conditions, or of having their “ decheance ” pronounced, presented 
to them by the French Government. In such case the French Government will, 
without considering the representations of His Majesty’s Government, sacrifice the 
interests of British shareholders. 

Before these interests are definitely lost, the Company consider it of great 
importance that your Excellency should personally request Minister for Foreign Affairs 
to reply to my Memorandum of the 2nd July last, inclosed in my despatch No. 71, 
Africa, of the 24th ultimo. Situation is one where your Excellency can best judge 
and decide as to the advisability of proposed action, but it would be desirable that the 
French Government should be aware that if the Trust Company disclose the facts of 
the case here, an impression that they have been very hardly treated will be created. 
It may therefore in such a case be necessary for His Majesty’s Government to request 
the Government of the Republic to submit to arbitration the question of the amount 
of compensation which it would be equitable for the Trust Company to receive, when 
all the facts of the case are taken into consideration. 


[42408] No. 248. 

Lord H. Hervey to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 5.) 

(No. 36.) 

gj r Adis Ababa, November 7, 1908. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose extracts from reports recently received from 
Mr . P. Zaphiro, the Southern Frontier Inspector. 

[1557J 3 K 







tho v T these U 1 W1 . 1 be , Seen , tbat a most unsatisfactory state of things now exists on 
tne border, many hundreds of Ahyssmians crossing the line with impunity for the 

purpose of shooting elephants. With the limited force at his disposal, some twenty to 
irty men, Mr. Zaphiro is powerless to check their depredations, ranging over a 
frontier many hundreds of miles m length. 8 8 

An Abyssinian raid into the Turkhana country west of Lake Rudolf (doubtless the 
one mentioned by Mr. Zaphiro) was reported by Lieutenant-Colonel Sir J. Hayes-Sadler 
and I made strong representations on the subject to Ras Walde Giorgis, through whose 

asfr™ rr th f 6 n USt n- Ve C0I ?°; He promised to consider the establishment of 

a strong force by the Omo River, aithough he anticipates difficulty in keeping men 
there, owing to the region being infested by malaria. 

urxrediS re « a F d „ to f tte n elephant-hunting east of Lake Rudolf, I have several times 
F tauran Hapta Giorgis, through whose country the invaders come, to take 
effective measures to check it, and I have supplied him with the fullest information 
possible to enable him to identify the delinquents ; he promises to have them punished • 

will bl i? fif ut t0 ?£ elVe A hl \ S,1 ^ re of th 1 iv0 ^> 1 am a &aid any action he may take 
will be but half-hearted. As the Emperor s health has improved considerably of late 

it may be possible before very long to bring all these matters to his notice, in which 

case we may hope for some steps to be taken ; but it must always be borne in mind 

that he considers his own hunters are specially entitled to shoot on either side of the 

him of his error ^ ^ mUCil t0 Su " JotLn Harrin g ton . who endeavoured to convince 

In addition to the decimation of the herds by the indiscriminate slaughter of 
femaie and immature elephants, l am told that large numbers of these animals are 

less molefted StWardS ^ takmg refuge in Italian territory, where they are at present 

V is ba toped that the presence of the Delimitation Commission on the frontier 

AW ?r - the ‘r -r emg ’u S6rV ? aS a - ? heck ; but S iven the apathetic attitude of the 
A lyssiman authorities, the only satisfactory solution of the question is the prompt 

I®"* ° f a f ° rCe - Und i 6r ,°- Ur contro1 sufficiently strong to turn back any ordinary- 
sized bands found crossing the hne. J J 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) HERBERT HERVEY. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 248. 

Extracts from Mr. Zapkiro's Report , dated August 23, 1908. 

I ARR IVED on the Boran Frontier after a very difficult journey in forty-two days. 

Ihe Emperor Menelik has given permission to all hunters to shoot elephants, so 
there are hundreds of them south of the line killing elephants and oppressing the 
natives. My soldiers watching men near Torbi report that 200 Tigreans with rifles 
are shooting elephants ; they have killed one Gubra and wounded another for refusing 
to give them food ; they go to the villages south of the line and take what food they 
want by force The natives ask me to protect them, but I cannot see how I can do it 
with twenty soldiers. 

A messenger from Jarra reported that people from Tigre have crossed the line at 
Jarra Gahm and killed many elephants. One of them shot at a Boran, because he 
refused to give him food, and missed him. 

• T 7f 1Ve Chiefs reported that 200 Abyssinians and Tigreans with rifles 

arrived from the direction of Dejaz Biratu’s country, Bako, and raided the Rendille 
tabes Sale and Rangoumo near Rudolf, taking 4,400 sheep and goats ; also that forty 
Tigreans and Abyssinians with rifles went to Kalkaltcha, below Coroli Rendille, killing 
many elephants and raiding the natives. 8 

Gallarassa, Chief of Golbo, reports seventy-five Abyssinians at Waye killing 
e ephants ; the natives ran away, so did the two soldiers who are watching the place 
Tigreans are also reported six hours from Moyele, who declare that the Emperor 
gave them permission to shoot elephants wherever they like. 

, t Z 1 p!!f.;Tp lany th ° U f nd j ? f natives wadi , n .g now for eight years to be protected 
by the British Government and have peace. This boundary is most important, because 

by stopping those Abyssinians from going south depends the commercial welfare of 
British East Africa. It is all over the same ; the Government might look upon it 
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when it is too late, while now if we take steps we might prevent in the future further 

-disturbance. . 

All the Tigrean soldiers of Ras Mangasha, Ras Zibhat, and Agos Tafari arrived 
here ; the Abyssinian authorities here are afraid of them, and if we do not take strong 
steps to stop them, through Menelik, there will be very serious trouble very soon. 

Further, I have the honour to inform you that rinderpest has broken out in the 
Boran country ; on the highlands thousands of cattle are dying daily. The rinderpest 
did not reach Golbo, so no Boran or Abyssinian soldiers have permission from me to 
cross the line for the present. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 248. 


Extracts from Mr. Zaphiro* s Report , dated October 2, 1908. 

THE Abyssinians have lately changed their policy concerning the frontier. Being 
aware that I have no more than twenty to thirty soldiers to patrol a populous country, 
and a line of 400 miles long, they take no notice of -me, and are crossing the line by 
hundreds, destroying the elephants and oppressing the natives on our side. These, 
seeing that their complaints are disregarded, commence to lose confidence, many of 
them crossing the line so as to avoid the Abyssinian hunters. 

A raid was made lately by Fitarauri Imani’s soldiers (Governor of Tchentcha, 
north of Gardula, who is under Fitarauri Hapta Giorgis) on the west side of Rudolf 
(British soil). This raid was accompanied by a European; it is reported they killed 
many natives and took numberless cattle and donkeys. 

You will see that all the officers and principal hunters who have had trouble with 
me have been promoted, and those who befriended me were dismissed, e.g., Basha 
Woldi Gabriel. The hunters Desta, Zerefu, and seven others who continually went to 
the south of the line to kill elephants have been promoted by the Emperor himself. 

Lately the principal hunter Desta arrived here with thirty soldiers ; he was supposed 
to have a letter from the Emperor to kill elephants on the north of the line. I had 
news of his arrival and watched him carefully; he killed eleven elephants near the 
line, but was not satisfied, and crossed the line at Toraba, where he killed seven 
elephants. I got hold of one of his soldiers with his rifle, and I also confiscated his 
flour, berberi, &c., which I found on a tree south of the line. 

It was also reported that the Italian officer at Lugh (probably M. Perducchi) had 
been sending letters to the natives on our side to cross the Ganalle River, saying that 
the Abyssinians would not raid them in future, and that if they did not come he 
had orders from the Emperor to raid them. (Native reports.) 

From Muggad to Tuka and all over the Golbo there are over 1,000 Abyssinian 
hunters who call themselves Tigreans, killing indiscriminately all kinds of elephants 
and obliging the natives by force to give them food. They killed over 150 elephants 

lately. 

September 18.—Over 200 hunters crossed the line at Waye Golbo, destroying a 
great number of elephants ; they very nearly killed a Boran who told them not to shoot 

elephants in Golbo. ^ x , , , , . 

September 22.—All over the Rendille country there are reported to be hundreds of 

Abyssinians destroying elephants. 
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No. 249. 

Sir F. Bertie to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 5.) 


(No. 58. Africa. Confidential.) . , . .... 

yjj Pans , December 4, 1908. 

WITH reference to Mr. Grahame’s despatch No. 57, Africa, of the 26th ultimo, I 
have the honour to inform you that Captain England, one of the representatives of the 
Ethiopian Trust Company, came yesterday morning to His Majesty’s Embassy and stated 
that the decheancc of the Railway Company was about to be declared by the French 
Government, practically without giving them notice. 

Later in the day Mr. Gilmour and Captain England came to see me, and stated 
that they were unable to determine exactly whether the report which they had heard 
true, or whether it was merely bluff on the part of the French Colonial Ministry 


was 
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but they begged that I would make representations to the French Minister for Foreign 

delay f ° n / 1 he ^ of th 1 attitude the French Government fowaX 
ne I rust Company , for they had learnt from London that instructions to that effort 

mZ*r h ° Ut 1° S? addressed t0 me by the Foreign Office. Mr. Gilmour, in reply to a 

Sie thr^t aS nf°thp e ™ ge “ amved at in danuai 7 last by the Liquidator also under 

whv tW 1 h dec} l eance bein S P/onounced, gave some explanations as to the reason 
wny that arrangement was not a definite one. 

that Gllm °yr, that l had an appointment to see M. Pichon at 6 o’clock, and 

p, at l , remmc j his Excellency of the representation made by His Maiestv’s 

d A ^ ai I es the P^htical Director, and state to him that the Question of die 

attention. ^ ^ Comp£my was one whict deserved his Excellency’s serious 

When I saw M. Pichon I found that he had no recollection of the Political Director 
having reported to him the representation made by Mr. Grahame. I therefore gave 
him a copy of the aide-memoire which had been left with M. Louis unofficially 8 I 
have no doubt that the Political Director informed the Ministry for the Colonies 

X C if fh ft Grahame 8 representation without referring the matter to M. Pichon 
who at that time was engaged in the Debate in the Chamber on the Estimates’ 
M. Pichon told me that he would speak to the Minister for the Colonies on the subject 
of the interests of the Trust Company, but the matter had become very complicated 
owing to the several divergent interests concerned, the impossibility owing to 1 parlia 

Company d ^ uncom P roml6m g attitude of the representatives of the Trust 

, * receivedyour telegram No 5, Africa, of yesterday’s date, after seeing M. Pichon 

at the Quai d Orsay. His Excellency dined at the Embassy, and in the course of the 

wX? 1 laf ° rm ?i d hl , m of , th „ e mstru °tions which you had telegraphed to me He 
begged me to send a resume of them to the Political Director, as he himself would not 

to M. Lorn, in « private letter , he 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS BERTIE. 


Inclosure in No. 249. 

Memorandum communicated by Sir F. Bertie to M. Louis. 

Pm-J HE f t j lli0pian Company have informed the Foreign Office that the French 
to ‘ h rT C glVen the ,^ adwa y Com Pany forty-eight hours from the 2nd December 

1?ti P V'™ dltl0ns regarded by them as impossible, and that if they do not accept 
them the dechcance of the Company will be pronounced. P 

^ Q ;ri hm r d th L S ^ ^ the int f* ests of Briti ^ shareholders will be sacrificed without 
i glV6n o° , thf i ^Presentations of His Majesty’s Government, whe 

' hich, having regard to all the facts of the case, it would be equitable for the 
aggrieved parties to receive. ^ Ior . 

Paris , December 3, 1908. 


r 40623] No. 250. 

Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 

Slr ’ I n f !■ . , , „ „ Foreign Office, December 9, 1908. 

. q directed ^ Secretary Sir E. Grey to transmit to you, for the information 
ot the Secretary of State for the Colonies, copies of correspondence, as marked in the 
margin, between Sir E. Grey and His Majesty’s Representative in Abyssinia, relating 

to the position of Mr. Zaphiro, the Acting Inspector on the southern frontier of 
Abyssinia. 



* Nos. 216, 220, and 242. 
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[42773] No. 249*. 

Sir J. Harrington to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 7.) 

Dear Sir Edward, R.M.S. “ Lusitania” at Queenstown , December 6, 1908. 

AS promised, I am sending you a short Memorandum on the present political 
situation in Abyssinia. It has been created by the action of the French. I must crave 
your indulgence for it, as it was written under circumstances of difficulty. 

Yours very sincerely, 

(Signed) JOHN L. HARRINGTON. 

P.S.—I could, if required, enter into more detail about French behaviour in 
Abyssinia. 

J. L. H. 


Inclosure in No. 249*. 

Memorandum respecting Abyssinia. 

PREVIOUS to resigning my position as His Majesty’s Representative in Abyssinia, 
I consider it my duty to submit, for consideration of His Majesty’s Government, the 
following observations on the present situation in Abyssinia, particularly as regards our 
own position there. 

The position in 1906, as admitted to me by the then French Minister, was that no 
Representative *as able to make any move with any reasonable hope of success it his 
action was one that was not approved of by the British Representative. Since, the 
signing of the Tripartite Agreement of December 1906 the position has entirely 
changed, and British influence may be said to be absolutely non-existent This is due 
entirely to the actions and conduct of the French Special Envoy, M. Klobukowski, 
in 1907, whose policy, as far as I am able to ascertain, has been followed out by his 

successor, M. Brice. , _ . .« rj. 

In view of the fact that Menelek’s health is undoubtedly bad, and that even it His 

Majesty recovers his bodily health it is more than doubtful whether he will be capable, 
without serious risk, of the mental effort necessary to enable him to properly direct 
affairs in his kingdom, and that, should he die, the question of the succession, as there 
is already a verv strong party opposed to the nominated successor, Lij Yasu, on the 
grounds that his father is a Mahommedan convert to Christianity and his mother a 
very doubtful daughter of Menelck, while there is a strong party growing in favour ot 
the succession of Dejazmatch Tafari, the son of the late Ras Makunan, may involve us 
in most serious difficulties, I consider that the time has now come when His Majesty s 
Government, if they wish, so far as is humanly possible, to lessen or avoid them, must 

decide as to what their future policy is to be. ., . . , , 

It is unnecessary to recapitulate the importance to us of Abyssinia, and the 
undesirability of the possibility of its falling under the predominant influence of any 
country, which at some future time may, in the course of events over which statesmen 
have no control, become hostile to us. Our interests m the Soudan, East Africa and 
Somaliland are too important in my humble opinion to allow us to mn any such nsks, as 
such an event as Abyssinia under the influence ot an unfriendly Power would entail 
enormous expense on us and the Anglo-Egyptian Government of the Soudan in properly 
protecting our frontiers. The principal object of the Tripartite Agreement of the 
13th December, 1906, was to avoid, so far as possible, by a pretrious 



^ the Foreign Office of 

Abyssian affairs, His Majesty’s Government had for this reason particularly avoided the 
use of tho words “spheres of influence” in the Agreement, and their idea was that, 

[1557] 
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3 11't St Ad “ "•**. 

Country. Ktirther, I nndcr.tood that the vimt of H» inde P?" d C"> 

Agreement was made with a view to ending hi Govern "?ent were that the 

Signatory to the Agreement and with a view tn ^ etween the three Powers 

Representatives towards ameliorating- the situating If T’° n aCtl<>n ° f Uleir res P ectiv e 
subjects of the three Signatory Powers in AbvssS f R lT Pe t anS ’ Bnd P art 'cularly the 
the Representatives of the three Sio-natorv Pm™ . ^ I ' 6 ] terms of the Agreement, 
of their action or proposed action in anv !„ n ft 6 8 i"- e [ e to ;ee P one nn <J*-her informed 
one of them. UnlessTSsunderetL hL u '7 t COnCerned th f interests of any 
French Foreign Office, informed me when T sa w ®? ls *.- D ' r ®®^ or of Foreign Affairs in the 
ment held identically the same views as those 19 °| 7 ’ that , the French Govern- 

His Majesty’s Government 6 Wbch 1 Understood *o be the policy of 

fa te.u..h .huiu Representative. 

been stultified, and its effect, in the opinion I”the few Ahv^f 1 ' nt- f purpo8e has 
who m any degree study the foreign relations th * Abjssiman Chiefs of influence 

fta'y have handed Abyssinia over “completely to France 0 "" “ t,&t Great Britain and 

»f Abj.aini, „ . 

influence and laying the ground to establish th^Il P °7 er , th ®^ are fostering French 
Ethiopia and the arbiter ofTtl destiny the Paramount Power in 

negot*!^ the r ^ of M ‘ Klobukowski*s recent 

the truth to say that dudng he whole Le tl “ is no ex Ration of 

both in Paris ami Cairo waf Idven b the lntL^If l .fT'K 1110 FrenC , h EnV0 ^ ( wh ° 
every information that I possibly could to enabll him to ? bsei T ln ® the Agreement 
which information I have learned from reliable A\ • . ma ^ c * lls mi ssion a success, and 
France entirely to the disadvantage of British * { SSin * ans turned in the interests of 
ment as a negligeable ouandtv and 1 / t mtere ? ts ) treated the Tripartite Agree- 
the Abyssinians with the united^policy of the ifmitr^h^^^ ^ attem P t t0 confront the 

•’ — - ££2 S-est riS-rin-ssa 

Company or any IThlTprlTe^eLhVompmT ‘“Them ^ th , erail ' va ->'. b J r <-be existing 
French Government and the nominal holder fuh • *i P °P 0Sed C " nvent > on between the 
of the new Concession acquireSZm SlLkt rlnWe <T, dummy) 

hne into the property of the French Government thelh** clauses whlch convert the 

• S'-r 1 p “ tai 

European postal methods, the French although th n ! 8< f uctln g tlle Abyssinians in 
placed himself in the hand of the Italian Covem oll Sbly aware that Menelek had 
established a purely French postal service betlZ n ** Te ^/t tbis matter > have 

capital, and they have gone so far as to indirectly nfto ^ arrar and Dire Dawa and the 

tion from continuing their own postal service French Pt - t0 P rev ® nt His Majesty’s Lega- 
surgeons have been lent to the Emperor Fremh l ag , nCultural cxperts and veterinary 
the Emperor, and at the same tim7 p II from thl Fren h'V' eCe,V,ng nominal PV from 
out to them, and one of them has taken chTr^ of tl.e h Gov f e ™ ment ’ have been sent 
maintained by the Russian Legation, and ^ven ui L •' 8tarted and 

Government have bought, through M Klobukowski the \ '*-T i in . *, 906 - ^’e French 
Makunan in Harrar, and are mafntainiim^ built by the late Ras 

French have also, as admhted to me hv the A hi ? Government Institution. The 
deliberately, in face of thp ^ ^ ^ ssinian Minister of Foreign Affairs 

“ Ban /l ue d e 1’Indo-Chine ” t 0 lstabHs"IitTeTf\t Pr °dirAl *h ^ P ib 7 8 l sinians to ° allow'the 
have been assured that His Maiestv’s pmo * dis Ababa, notwithstanding that they 

B»k of A Jr jasmin, .«,?£ £333 *» * 

*£ - * •WJ&wrarsas 

tbe i ^ e “ urdtrlylng’tlie U T^partTtr ’fgreeuTeLt l j’et r tho 0t Frcu e h a ff OQCrfite e, P r “ ,io " " f 

Esztsr - t 
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The Reporter of the Committee on the French Diplomatic and Consular vote, on 
presenting the Committee’s report to the Chamber, dwells on the position of Djibuti as 
the only outlet for Abyssinian commerce, and the whole tone of that part of the report 
which deals with Abyssinia is that the country is a French reserve. I venture to think 
that it is highly necessary to see to it that this individual policy shall not go on 
unchecked. I believe that the consensus of opinion is that the prosperity of Egypt and 
the Soudan would be materially damaged were Abyssinia under the predominant influ¬ 
ence or in the possession of a Power of a possibly hostile Power. 

I have always understood ihe policy of His Majesty’s Government was to maintain 
the independence of Abyssinia as being a policy most conducive to British interests, and 
one which would avoid, if possible, the necessity of having, if that independence is 
threatened, to either fight or take possession of all the territory whose waters flow into 
the Nile. This alone is reason enough why we ought not to allow any one Power to 
possess an influence stronger than ours in Abyssinia. 

) Furthermore, the pretensions put forward by the French in view of the relative 

geographical situation of the three limitrophe Powers are ridiculous; their attitude in 
Abyssinia at the present moment is aptly described by a remark made to me by ray 
German colleague: “ The French treat Abyssinia as if it were already a French 
possession.” 

It is impossible for any sane man to believe that the French have made the 
sacrifices they have done in money, and which they propose to continue to do by 
guaranteeing the interest on the capital required for the extension of the railway to 
Adis Ababa without some other ulterior object than the mere commercial development 
of Djibuti. I have always been under the impression that an independent Abyssinia is, 
from the point of view of His Majesty’s Government, far to be preferred to any division 
of Abyssinia into spheres of influence. This latter course would be welcome both to 
France and Italy, but it involves— 

(a.) Difficult explanations to the Abyssinian Government, to whom we have 
steadfastly affirmed the independence of Abyssinia as the base of our policy there. 

(6.) Bargaining with France and Italy, always an unpleasant process. 

(c.) The danger of German intervention. 

( d .) Increase of our responsibilities and of our expenditure. 

The condition of Abyssinia may indeed become so desperate that a partition may 
be forced upon us against our will, but before that comes everything should be done to 
preserve her independence. This independence must, however, be such, in fact, and not 
merely a name under which France cloaks her suzerainty. 

By the Tripartite Agreement, Great Britain made considerable sacrifices as regards 
her position in Abyssinia to France. This was done with a view to maintaining the 
independence of Abyssinia, and I consider that the time has come when His Majesty’s 
Government should insist on the same loyal observance by France of the Agreement as 
she has received from us. I have no hesitation in declaring that since the arrival of 
M. Klobukowski in Abyssinia all the actions of the French Representative have been 
diametrically opposed to what I understood to be the spirit of the Agreement as 
conceived by His Majesty’s Government. 

To quote specific instances of what can be considered as nothing else than disregard 
of the Agreement, I would mention the actions of France in the matter of Abyssinia 
entering the Postal Union, in inviting Menelek to nominate M. Lagarde (?) as his 
representative at the recent Arms Conference without consulting either of the other two 
Signatory Powers, and their attempt to gradually acquire a monopoly of the various 
official posts in which the services of competent Europeans are a real benefit to a 
country such as Abyssinia, and which moreover greatly increase the influence of the 
country supplying the officials. 

Further, it has been admitted to me short of actually mentioning the French 
Legation by name, both by Menelek, the Queen, and various high Abyssinian Chiefs, 
that M. Klobukowski supported the intrigue against me last year with a view to obtaining 
my removal from Abyssinia. 

In conclusion, 1 have no hesitation in saying that since the signature of the 
Tripartite Agreement the attitude of the British Legation in Abyssinia has been one of 
loyal observance of it, and in my humble opinion the time has now come, unless His 
Majesty’s Government wish to see Abyssinia fall entirely under French influence, when 
they should insist on the French Government instructing their Representative, who up to 
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If inquiries ll*S te t, »* l ‘. Ml.^ that Agreement 
Abyssinia, I think that it will be found that ® nt regarding the present position in 

"*» .f the French Gr^.'rib^f.'^^r^ 011 “ 

(Signed) JOHN L. HARRINGTON. 
R.M.8. “ Lusitania ,” December 5, 1908. 
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Sir E. Grey understands that the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury have 
sanctioned Mr. Zaphiro’s salary and expenses up to 1909, but, in view of the 
considerations advanced in Lord Herbert Hervey’s despatch No. 35, it seems very 
desirable that his services should be retained, if possible, until the scheme for the 
permanent control of the frontier is put into actual effect. 

I am therefore to state that Sir E. Grey will be happy to support any representations 
to this end which the Earl of Crewe may think it desirable to make to the Lords 
Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) W. LANGLEY. 


[ 43045 ] No. 251. 

Sir F. Bertie to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 10.) 

(No. 60. Africa.) 

Sir, Paris, December 9, 1908. 

I HAVE the honour to report that a Decree appears in the “Journal Officiel ,r 
of to-day's date, declaring the de'cheance of the Imperial Ethiopian Railway 
Company. The Decree is dated the 8th December, and is countersigned by the 
Ministers for the Colonies and for Foreign Affairs. 

In the report prefixed to the Decree, it is stated that M. Georges Leygues (then 
Minister for the Colonies) forbade the Company, by letters dated the 23rd August and 
the 5th September, 1906, to increase the amount of its indebtedness. The Company 
ignored this interdiction, and proceeded to contract new loans without the approval of 
the Minister for the Colonies, thus contravening the terms of the Convention of 1902. 
A similar contravention was committed by the Company in giving as security for its 
loans certain property belonging to it at Dir6-Daoua, as well as a portion of the line 
itself. In these circumstances the Company is held to have brought upon itself the 
decheance in virtue of Article 16, paragraph 2, of the Convention. 

I inclose herein copies of the Report and Decree in question. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS BERTIE. 


Inclosure in No. 251. 

Extract from the “ Journal Officiel ” of December 9, 1908. 


Rapport au President de la Re'publique Franqaise, 

M. le President, Paris , le 8 Ddcembre , 1908. 

LA situation financi&re de la Compagnie Imp6riale des Chemins de Fer Ethiopiens 
a 4t 6 sans cesse en s’aggravant, au cours de ces derni&res ann^es. Bien que la Con¬ 
vention du 6 F4vrier, 1902, approuv^e par la Loi du 6 Avril, 1902, ait alloud k cette 
Compagnie une subvention annuelle de 500,000 fr., & l’effet de la d^gager de ses 
embarras p^cuniaires et de lui permettre d’achever la ligne jusqu’h Addis-Harrar, la 
Compagnie a dd, depuis lors, recourir a des emprunts reputes, en vue de faire face k 
ses obligations fmanci&res. 

Saisi par la Compagnie de demandes d’autorisation en vue de nouveaux emprunts, 
mon pred^cesseur, M. Georges Leygues, interdit k la Compagnie, par lettres en date 
des 23 Aodt et 5 Septembre, 1906, d’accroitre le chiffre de son passif. La Compagnie 
crut devoir passer outre a cette interdiction et contracta de nouveaux emprunts sans 
avoir re9u l’approbation du Ministre des Colonies, apr^s avisdu Ministre des Finances, 
contrevenant ainsi aux dispositions du paragraphe 3 de l’Article 5 de la Convention de 
1902. 

[1557] 3 L 
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Wf~B?£ tx scatfaffWSS *ssr 

s 5fi!B Was? -— - 

* JK5STC 3KSES J3S5T ”” ■ eri0 ” d - -** 

Nous vous prions, &c. 

Le Ministre des Colonies, 

(Signd) MILLIBS-LACROIX. 

I^e Ministre des Affaires Etrang&res, 

(Sign4) S. PICHON. 


Le President de ia Rdpublique Francaise 

Sur e rapport des Ministres des Affaires Etran^res et des Colonies • 

le . Pr °fotoratde ■. 

3SvSS SSSSSi^£HSH. 16; - “ *• ra 

s£* s£Sn££jS***tt s« 

cJi”&S&&££5 S^ d fexl. d CS’ “ d “ 

2 Janvier, 1908; 1 ° unemins de ler Ethiopiens en date du 

<*■ J«, fi«.iopiens , 

conclue, le 6 Fevrier 1902 entrp Ip T>L»t]w a a 1 ^ C e ? de Convention 
Compagnie Impdriale des Chemins de Per fithiopiens, ^ Fran?aise des Somalis et I» 

Ddcr&te: 

Per Ethiopiens, ^ 

6 Fdvrier, 1902. q * 1 ob;,et de Ia Convention susvisde du 

en c A £ne »? d “ “'"e* «>»t. ctogfc, ch.cn 

Lois et au Bulletin i«d2 du *2^ * “« “ ^in des 

Fait k Paris, le 8 Decembre, 1908. 

Par le President de la Rdpublique • ( Sl ? n<5 ) A. FALLIfiRES. 

Le Ministre des Colonies, 

(Signd) Mllli^s-Lacroix. 

Le Ministre des Affaires Etrangdres, 

(Signd) S. Pichon. . 
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International Ethiopian Railway Trust and Construction Company to Sir Edward Grey ,— 

(Received December 10.) 

®* r » . 34, Clement's Lane , London, December 9, 1908. 

IN reference to the affairs of the Imperial Ethiopian Railway Company and to 
our previous letters on the subject of the British commercial interests which we 
represent in that Company, we have the honour to inform you that we are this morning 
in receipt of a telegram from our representative in Paris informing us that the French 
Government has published in the “ Journal Officiel ” a Decree pronouncing the 
decheance of the Imperial Ethiopian Railway Company. 

We will reserve to a future occasion the adequate appreciation of the character 
of this action on the part of the French Government, and of its effect on British 
-commercial interests, but we desire to communicate the declaration of the decheance 
to you without delay and to inform you, as briefly as possible, of the events which 
preceded that declaration. 

We desire, however, in the first place to thank you for the further representations 
which we understand were addressed last week, on your instructions, by Sir Francis 
Bertie to M. Pichon in support of the representations addressed several months ago 
by the Foreign Office to M. Cambon, but to which no reply had been received. As 
you are doubtless aware, representatives of the Trust Company had the honour of 
being received last week by Sir Francis Bertie at the Embassy, and in the course of 
the conversations which took place certain points were raised by the Ambassador as 
to which we have thought it desirable to cause a Memorandum to be prepared, which 
we are to-day forwarding to his Excellency, and a copy of which we inclose herewith. 

Returning now to the events of last week, we learnt on Wednesdav, the 
2nd December, that a telegram had been received by the Official Liquidator from an 
official of the French Colonial Office informing him that if the terms for the transfer 

of the assets of the Imperial Ethiopian Railway Company to the new Company_ 

embodied in the draft Convention of which a copy had been communicated to the 
Liquidator—were not accepted within forty-eight hours, the decheance of the Ethiopian 
Railway Company would be declared. We were not informed of the exact hour at 
which the notice would expire, and on Friday, the 4th, a meeting of the shareholders 
was held in the afternoon, under the presidency of M. Duros, when shareholders 
representing about two-thirds of the issued capital of the Company were present, and 
the meeting was also attended by the Commissaire du Gouvernement and bv M Vacher 
the Official Liquidator. J 

We will not trouble you with a detailed account of the proceedings, but will 
merely say that after listening to a report from the Conseil d’Administration, and after 
hearing a statement made by M. Vacher, and after several speeches had been made by 
representative shareholders—both French and British—the shareholders present 
unanimously adopted the resolution, of which we have the honour to inclose vou a 
copy herewith. 

The Commission of nine members met on Monday, the 7th instant, and we also 
inclose for your information the processerbal of the proceedings at both the morning 
and the evening sittings of the Commission, from which you will see that the 
Commission unanimously rejected the proposals submitted by M. Vacher on behalf of 
the French Government. We direct your attention particularly to the fact that the 
decision of the Commission was unanimous, and as a majority of its members were 
French and represented French interests, it cannot be said that the British group lias 
declined to acquiesce in proposals which were found acceptable by the French 
shareholders. 

We desire also to inform you that the action which was begun some time ago by 
the Official Liquidator against the Trust Company in the French Courts, for a 
declaration that certain contracts between the Railway Company and the Trust 
Company were null and void, came on for hearing on Monday and tuat the hearing 
was adjourned until Monday next. ® 

We have, &c. 

The International Ethiopian Railway Trust and 
Construction Company (Limited), 

(Signed) OCHS BROTHERS, 

Managing Directors. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 252. 

Memorandum respecting British Interests in the Ethiopian Railway Company. 

IT is not intended in the present Memorandum to deal generally with the case- 
presented on behalf of the British interests in the Ethiopian Railway Company, 
but merely to deal with two specific points which were raised in the course of the 
interviews which the British Ambassador in Paris was good enough to accord to 
Captain England and myself. 

But as a preliminary to dealing with these two points I should like to state, in 
the broadest outline, the grounds on which the assistance of the British Government 
has been asked for. 

It is submitted that where two Governments, for reasons of general policy, agree 
that a particular public work in the territory of a third Power shall be carried out 
under the auspices of one ot the contracting Governments, the legitimate commercial 
interests which have come into existence prior to that Agreement are entitled to the 
protection of both Governments. 

, - CaSe u ?^ er discussion the Emperor Menelik has always maintained that 

the Concession which he granted in 1694 to M. Ilg was for the construction of a 
railway by a commercial company. There was no reason, before the signature of the 
tripartite Agreement of December 1906, why British capital should not be invested 
in the Ethiopian Railway. In fact, the participation of British capital in the 
enterprise was known to be in accordance with the desire of the Emperor Menelik, 
the grantor of the Concession, and was also believed to be in accordance with the 
wishes of the British Government, a belief for which some justification is to be found 
in the language employed by Sir John Harrington at the meeting at Adis Ababa 
on the lltli April, 1905, in the presence of the Emperor and of the representatives of 
the other European Powers. (See Appendix (X) in “Abyssinia, the Ethiopian 
Railway, and the Powers.”) r 

Under the Agreement of December 1906 it was agreed by the three Governments 
that tiie extension of the line from Dir6-Daoua to Adis Ababa should be constructed 
under Jr rencli auspices “ either by the Ethiopian Railway Company .... or by 
any other private French Company which may be substituted therefor with the 
consent of the French Government.” No provision for the protection of existing 
British commercial interests in the Railway Company was made in the Agreement, 
and since the attention of the Foreign Office (see letters from the Trust Company to 
fc>ir Edward Grey of the llth July and the 9th November, 1906) was specifically 
drawn to those interests and a request made that precautions might be taken for 
their protection, it must be presumed that His Majesty’s Government did not deem 
any special provision of this nature necessary, in view of the excellent relations 
existing between the two Governments, and felt that the French Government could 
be relied on to deal reasonably and fairly with any British commercial interests 
it might desire to acquire in pursuance of the political policy adopted by the two 
Governments. J 

In the case of the British interests in the Ethiopian Railway there were special 
grounds why the FYench Government should treat British commercial interests in 
that railway in an equitable and even generous spirit, since those interests had been 
acquired in part with the knowledge and consent and in part at the request of the 
French Government, with the express object of maintaining the Railway Company 
in being until such time as the diplomatic negotiations then in progress should have 
reached a favourable issue. 

It is submitted that the fair and honourable course which should have been 
adopted by the French Government was to acquire the British commercial interests 
m the railway in exchange for reasonable compensation. But instead of adopting 
this course, the French Government pursued a line of conduct expressly designed to 
drive the Railway Company into enforced liquidation, and to depreciate its assets 
with a view* to their acquisition by a financial group in close relations with the 
French Government. 

It is unnecessary for the purpose of this Memorandum to recapitulate the 
measures adopted by the French Government to attain this end, as the history of 
those measures has been recorded in the series of letters addressed by the Trust 
Company to the Foreign Office, but it is not unimportant to remember that the 
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ostensible and avowed object of those measures was to get rid of the foreign element 
in the Railway Company (“ ecraser le groupe Anglais ”). It may be noted in P ;tssl "o 
that this avowal is difficult to reconcile with the spirit of friendship which is suppo e 
to animate the French Government towards the British Government and pe p 
since the conclusion of the entente cordiale, but it is apparent that the avowed 
was not the real object when it is remembered that the elimination of the British 
group could have been secured at any time since the signature of the 1906 Agreeme 
by the acquisition on fair and reasonable terms of the British commercial interests in 

the enterprise acquired before the signature of that instrument. 

So much having been said in explanation of the general situation, I proceed 
deal with the two specific points to which Sir Francis Bertie directed attention during 
the recent interviews. These, I think, may he fairly stated as follows: 

1 That the Trust Company had placed itself in the wrong by advancing, between 
September 1906 and March 1907, various sums of money, amounting ^ m the 
aggregate to some 50,0001., to the Railway Company without the consent of the 

French Govern when g p 0 ken to by Sir Francis Bertie on the 3rd December, 

had observed that “ the Trust Company were impossible people to deal with. 

1. In reference to the first point, I would beg to direct attention to the 

observations made in the Trust Company’s letter to Sir E.. ° 

of this year under the third of the three headings into which M- C a mbon s state- 
ment then under reply was divided for purposes of convenience Ii ii not 
to repeat the facts therein set out, hut I would observe that, though on a lull 
examination of the facts it might at first he thought that those who represented the 
Trust Company committed an error of judgment in making these further advances to 
the Railway Company without the sanction of the French Government, tlieir action 
in*so doing constitutes at most an error of judgment, and should not be.toosevere 7 
condemned in view of all the circumstances and of the extremely difficult situation in 
Xchtoe Directors of the Trust Company found themselves placed by the action of 

the RTstoSihle'Zun the light of subsequent events the Trust Company would 
have been well advised had it declined to lend further financial assistance to the 
Railwav Company in August 1906, in which case the Railway Company would have 
had no Alternative but to deposit its balance-sheet early in September and go into 
iudicial liquidation. It would then have been made clear, before the actual signatuie 
of the Tripartite Agreement of the 13th December, 1906, but after the date at which 
it had been initialled by the Representatives of the three Powers, that the Railway 
CompanT had been forced into liquidation by the refusal of the French Government 
tosanction a further issue of boiids six weeks before the date fixed by the French 
Government itself at which the bonds which the Trust Company had agreed .to accep 
in consideration of its advances to meet the March and June coupons (1906) became 
negotiable and before even those bonds had been handed over to the Trust Company. 
Auch an event the absolutely indefensible character of the ac ion of the French 
Government would have been so clearly demonstrated that, it is submitted, the Bn 
Government, when informed of the facts, could not have failed to intervene for the 

Pr0,e £ d.°ohton“tte tSI tie Trust Company had to tat. on. ot 
extreme difficulty, and that decision had to be taken before the Trust Company was 
aware of the refusal of the French Government to sanction a loan for the payment o 

lhe of£"“d U August tire Uq Company had acted a lotto, to th. 
Minister for the Colonic asking (or th. authorisation ol th. Gor.rnm.nt to mat. 

“r toS'aS mo e ,ef Si.rf'odyT ..of was T.tt' (oT th. 

“3 ss; ssszf £ z 

gSrtar that tte SilmrCmpooTtoSoi »» oTciflcteZm 'th. Minister (or 

[1557] 
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10 iie *—«* 

™ C » m P“y ™u accepted had the Director, decided not to ii™™ £ 

”S«»t p »wwh“r,”- il r“ bo "“■»>»■* «»2 fao££S s 

sintwtr^- T h - ? th ! ® ailwa y Company expected so much, and for the conclu- 
sion of which those interested in the enterprise had waited so many yean had at last 

teen signed, or at least initialled, while they did not know its terms The Board of 

antidnated 3 tlf 0 “ Pan /’ the „ shareholders . and the debenture holders had all eagerly 
an icipated the signature of this Agreement as inaugurating a period of nrosDeritf for 

the radway, since it was anticipated that the French GoyemmeT^uld^mmStelv 
the t, ^ t- Ure fh? 0 A P eement , take steps to secure from the Empe “r Me3 

the CoSrff% n Ah P rOTided ** mArtidesTand To^f 

debenture holders nndi Pl ' us ' p°“P an y was interested as shareholders, as 

financial supiSer of the* R^i!P ° f * Con , st ™ ct . ion Contract; its position as the 
recognized bv the Frennh p E y C , om P an y had slx months before been officially 

-4 ™ n , Miasma? 

pny bad consequently gone into liquidation, the Directors of the Trust Company felt 

whole odium of such a course of action would have fallen on the Trust Com™™ 
refused ttS ““ C °” P ° n “* d “ “ ‘ he *"»<* GoveiS 

the shareholders for the transfer of the nccpf c f ,? ini ^, ent ^as s °ught to impose on 
Company. The British ' f fie n the Co , mpany to the Proposed new 

those negotiations, and have ^co-operated with French ’ naturally taken part in 

Which eopfes h„e MirgSS'S 1 ”' 

*»» 4 ‘*™»«r* 

then find itself in a position to mak^wli }tn aiF anf * rcaS0Iia Me terms, and it will 

J 5 £ t 5 2 : 

construction of the extension^Ttheline'toAdS’Abata!* and for the 

December 7, 1908. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 252. 

Resotution at Extraordinary General Meeting of Shareholders of Ethiopian Railway 

Company held in Pans , December 4, 1908. y 

dtendu's A nno^MBBfii: gdndrale extraordinaire nomme, avec les pouvoirs les plus 
- dus, une Commission de neuf membres, composde de MM. Moulin, Aca” Ravfud, 
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Duros, de la Beaumelle, Dubost, Ponsignon, Bowden, et Guerin, dont les decisions 
seront prises k la majority des deux tiers des voix, k Pefifet de : 

Maintenir, si possible, la Compagnie dans tous ses droits; 

Subsidiairement, s’il ne lui paralt possible de faire vivre utilement la Compagnie, 
traiter avec qui de droit du principe d’une cession et de la cession elle-mSme aux 
conditions les plus avantageuses, mais sous la reserve primordiale expresse que les 
documents originaux de la Compagnie du Chemin de Fer Franco-Ethiopien, notamment 
l’approbation de ces statuts par l’Empereur Menelek, letexte Amharic de la Concession 
Vitalien et de sa traduction en Franqais, ainsi que le Traits aux termes duquel la Com¬ 
pagnie du Chemin de Fer Franco-Ethiopien a re 9 u la Concession Vitalien, soient au 
prlalable communiques et remis k la Compagnie Imp6riale, et k la condition que la 
Compagnie obtienne tous les avantages prevus dans ses actes et que, ult&deurement, 
Papprobation de l’Empereur Menelek soit donn6e k la dite cession; 

Preparer un concordat qui sera soumis ult&rieurement k la ratification des action- 

naires. 

Enfin, P Assemble extraordinaire, qui donne les pouvoirs les plus absolus h la 
Commission, approuve par anticipation tout ce qu’elle fera, et couvre enti&rement ses 
membres pour toutes les consequences des decisions qu’elle pourrait prendre. 

Cette resolution est vot£e a 1’unanimitA 


Inclosure 3 in No. 252. 

Proces-verbal of Sittings of the Commission held December 7, 1908. 

LA Commission nomm^e par 1’Assemble des Actionnaires de la Compagnie 
Imp6riale des Chemins de Fer Ethiopiens le 4 D6cembre, 1908, s’est r4ume le 
7 D6cembre k 10 heures du matin au si&ge social de la Compagnie, 80, Rue 
St. Lazare, sur la convocation du Liquidateur Judiciaire de la Compagnie. 

Tous les membres de la Commission etaient presents. 

M. le President ouvre la seance et donne connaissance de la lettre qu il a eente 
au Liquidateur a la suite de la seance de Samedi dernier. , . . 

M le Liquidateur lit le projet de cession prepare par la Societe Franco-Ltlnopienne 
du Chemin de Fer de Djibouti k Addis-Ababa, en le rapprochant de certains passages 
du texts prepare par lui-m£me et soumis au Ministere des Colonies. 

Le pro jet communique par M. Vacher, et dont le texte suit, lui a 6t6 remis comme 
etant la derni&re expression des Conventions proposes k la Compagnie Impenale par 
la nouvelle Compagnie du Chemin de Fer Franco-Ethiopien et ayant re^u 1 approbation 
gouverncmentale, et dont le texte suit: 

“Entre les Soussignes: M. Henri Vacher, demeurant k Paris, 2, Rue Dupuytren, 
adssant en qualite de Liquidateur Judiciaire de la Compagnie ImpSriale des Chemins 
de Fer Ehiopiens, dont le si&ge est a Paris, 80, Rue St. Lazare; agissant le dit 
M. Vacher, en vertu de Valorisation qui lui a et6 donnde par ordonnauce de 
M Chapuis, President du Tribunal de Commerce de la Seme, Juge-Commissaire 
de la Liquidation Judiciaire du 20 Janvier, 1908, enregistree, et sous reserve de toute 
autorisation nouvelle de ce magistrat qui pourrait etre reconnue necessaire, dune part, 
tatv* , Commissaires delegues par 

, ayant aux termes, . , , P leias P ou ™ irs 

de traiter conjointement avec le Liquidateur Judiciaire de la cession de lactit— 

M. Vacher ddclarant que l’Assemblde quia investi MM. . 

j lui parait r^guli^re et que les pouvoirs des 

Commissaires leur a 4t6 valablement confdrds—d’autre part, il a dtu convenu ce qui 

suit:— 

“Art. 1. La Compagnie Impdriale des Chemins de Fer fithiopdens oMe et 
transporte a la Compagnie du Chemin de Fer do Dpbouti a Addis-Ababa la totality 
de son actif, a l’exception des deniers existant en caisse au jour de la prise de possession, 

ainsi que de ses cr^ances contre des tiers. . , . An 

‘‘Art. 2. Lesbiens c&tes seront pris, par la Compagnie du Chemin de ler de 




228 


Djibouti a Addis-Ababa, dans l’dtat oil ils se trouveront le jour de la prise de 
possession, sans aucune garantie pour les vices caches pouvant exister dans les objets 
corporels. 

“ Mais la Compagnie du Cliemin de Per de Djibouti a Addis-Ababa sera garantie 
par la Compagnie Impdriale contre les consequences de toutes actions qui pourraient 
etre exercdes sur les biens cddds par des tiers se prdtendant crdanciers de la 
Compagnie Impdriale, et notammant par tous tiers prdtendant avoir un droit rdel, gage 
en kypotkdque, <fcc., sur les biens cddds. 

“ En consdquence, la Compagnie Imperiale fera son affaire personnelle de toutes 
reclamations d’actionnaires, d’obligataires, ou de cr6anciers chirographaires anterieurs 
au jugement ddclaratif de la liquidation judiciaire (10 Juin, 1907), et elle conservera 
la charge du rdglement de son passif. 

“ Art. 3. La prdsente cession est faite aux conditions suivantes et moyennant le 
prix stipule ci-aprds :— 

“1. Sur les deniers en caisse au jour de la prise de possession de l’actif par la 
Compagnie du Chemin de Fer de Djibouti k Addis-Ababa, le Liquidateur Judiciaire 
de la Compagnie Imperiale soldera : 

“ («) Les frais de liquidation judiciaire jusqu’au jour de la prise de possession ; 

“ (6) Le passif privildgid, en vertu d’un privilege general, tel que les contributions 
et droits dus par la liquidation judiciaire ; 

“ (c) Les dettes de la liquidation judiciaire jusqu’au jour de la prise de possession 
(loyers, assurances, personnel, commandes et fournitures faites par le Liquidateur 
Judiciaire et non encore regiees). 

“ En cas d’insuffisances et sur justification reguliere produite par le Liquidateur, 
la Compagnie du Chemin de Eer de Djibouti k Addis-Ababa s’oblige h parfaire la 
difference, mais seulement dans la limite d’une somme maximum de 350,000 tr. (refuser 
les rompus). 

“ 2. La Compagnie du Chemin de Eer de Djibouti k Addis-Ababa paiera en 
outre a la Compagnie Imperiale quatre-vingt-quatorze annuitds de 402,580 fr. 40 c* 
pour la premiere dtre versee le 1 CT Janvier, 1910. 

“3. La Compagnie du Chemin de Eer de Djibouti k Addis-Ababa, aprds un 
prdldvement au profit exclusif de ses actionnaires de 173,000 fr., representant 1 pour 
cent de son capital - actions, versera a la Compagnie Impdriale 60 pour cent de 
l’excedent sur ce chiffre de 173,000 fr. de l’allocation totale a elle attribute par les 
Articles 20 et 24 de la Convention du .... sur les Economies qu’elle aura 
realises sur les depenses d’exploitation par rapport a la somme resultant de la 
formule. 

“ 4. La Compagnie du Chemin de Eer de Djibouti a Addis-Ababa versera a la 
Compagnie Imperiale 60 pour cent sur le bendfice net de l’exploitation, tel qu’il est 
defini par 1’Article 23 de la Convention du . . . . 

“ Les participations prdvues aux paragraplies 3 et 4 ci-dessus s’dtendent jusqu’h 
l’expiration de la Concession de la ComjDagnie du Chemin de Eer de Djibouti a Addis- 
Ababa. 

“ En fin de Concession, les dites participations s’dtendront au partage des 
excddents de la reserve d’exploitation et du fond de renouvellement et de travaux 
compldmentaires, exdcutds par application des Articles 20 et 21 de la Concession. 

“ Art. 4. La Compagnie du Chemin de Eer de Djibouti a Addis-Ababa rdservera 
aux actionnaires de la Compagnie Impdriale un droit de souscription par prdfdrence k 
concurrence d’un quart de toutes souscriptions versdes en espdces au capital-actions 
ou de ses augmentations ultdrieures versdes en espdces. 

" Le Conseil d’Administration de la Compagnie du Chemin de Eer de Djibouti 
k Addis-Ababa reglera les ddlais et formalitds de l’exercice de ce droit de preference 
avec un minimum de ddlai d’un mois. 

“ Art. 5. Les reprdsentants legaux, soit de la masse crdancidre de la Compagnie 
Impdriale des Chemins de Eer Ethiopens, soit de cette Socidtd, n’auront aucun droit 
d’immixtion, de contrdle, ou de critique dans l’administration de la Compagnie du 
Chemin de Eer de Djibouti a Addis-Ababa, et ils ne pourront prendre part aux 
Assembldes gdndrales des actionnaires de la dite Compagnie. 

u Le Conseil d’Administration et l’Assemblde gendrale se rdservent le pouvoir 
entier et absolu de diriger 1’Administration et d’adopter librement toutes les mesures qui 
leur sembleront les plus propres k rdaliser l’objet acluel. 

“Les reprdsentants ldgaux de la masse crdancidre et les actionnaires de la 


4 


229 


130 


Compagnie Impdriale auront seulement le droit de prendre communication et de 
demander copie, s’ils le ddsirent, dans les dix jours prdcddant la reunion de ckaque 
Assemblde generate: 

“1. Le Rapport du Conseil d’Administration de la Compagnie du Chemin de 
Eer de Djibouti a Addis-Ababa, s’il en est fait un k Y Assemblde. 

“ 2. Le Rapport des Commissaires des Comptes. 

" 3. Le bilan et le compte profits et pertes. 


“ Ils pourront prendre communication seulement des livres de comptabilite au 
sidge social, des comptes d’exploitation et l’inventaire contenant l’indication des valeurs 
mobilidres et immobilidres et de toutes les dettes actives et passives de la Socidtd, 
dans les conditions oh cette communication est prdvue pour les Commissaires des 
Comptes par l’Article .... de la Loi du 24 Juillet, 1887. 

“ Art. 6. La prise de possession aura lieu de plein droit le jour de la promul¬ 
gation de la loi Franyaise qui doit intervenir, aux termes de la Convention du . . . , 
pour ratifier cette Convention. 

“ Art. 7. Pour l’exdcution des prdsentes, les parties font dlection de domicile, 
savoir:— 


“ 1. Le Liquidateur Judiciaire de la Compagnie Impdriale des Chemins de Fer 
]£thiopien8 ; 

“2. Le Reprdsentant de la masse crdancidre au Greffe du Tribunal de Commerce 
de la Seine ; 

“ 3. La Compagnie du Chemin de Eer de Djibouti k Addis-Ababa k 


u Elies attribuent compdtence et juridiction au Tribunal de Commerce de la 
Seine. 


u Paris, en 


ongmaux 




Aprds dchange de vues sur ce pro jet de cession et avoir notamment observd 
qu’aucun des documents officiels rdclamds par la Commission ne lui a dtd communique, 
la Commission s’ajourne a 6 heures pour arrdter la rdsolution, qui sera remise a 
M. le Liquidateur pour dtre transmise k M. le Ministre des Colonies. 

La sdance est levde h midi. 


A 6 heures du soir, la Commission reprend ses travaux, M. le Liquidateur dtant 
present, tous les membres de la Commission dtant prdsent egalement, sauf M. de la 
Beaumelle, excusd. 

La Commission, certaine d’dtre l’interprdte de la grande majoritd des actionnaires 
et des crdanciers de la Compagnie, ddclare qu’elle est toujours prdte k accepter un 
pro jet de cession avec le plus vil ddsir d’aboutir a une solution donnant toute 
satisfaction a la politique extdrieure du Gouvernement Eran$ais. 

Mais, considdrant que le projet de cession qui lui a dtd communiqud par le 
Liquidateur, M. Vacher, ce matin est con$u dans de tels termes que l’on peut se 
demander s’il n’a pas dtd inspird uniquement par le ddsir de placer la Compagnie dans 
1’alternative d’un refus k exploiter contre elle ou d’une acceptation entrainant la ruine 
certaine de ses actionnaires et celle dventuelle de ses crdanciers; 

Que, notamment, en dehors des statuts de la nouvelle Compagnie et d’une 
traduction foumie par elle et sans caractdre authentique de la Concession qui lui aurait 
dtd rdtrocddde par le Dr. Yitalien, il n’a dtd produit aucun des documents rdclamds par 
la Compagnie, et sans lesquels il lui est manifestement impossible de cdder en 
connaissance de cause un actif aussi important que celui de la dite Compagnie; 

Que l’Article 2 du projet semble impliquer a lui seul l’intention chez ses 
rddactsurs de couper court a toute ndgociation, puisqu’il ddicte ce principe nouveau 
et inoui d’une Compagnie qui abandonne l’integralitd de son actif, tout en conservant 
la responsabilitd d’un passif dventuel qui ne peut dtre que la charge naturelle de 
l’actif cddd, 

Que ce projet, sur lequel on veut que la Commission se prononce sans ddlai, a 
dtd rddige avec une telle h&te qu’il n’y est meme pas fait mention de la garantie par 
l’Etat Eran$ais de l’annuitd de 402,580 fr. 40 c. delegude aux crdanciers ; 

Que l’allocation d’une prime annuelle de gestion de 173,000 fr. k la Compagnie 
future seule, prime grevant d’autant plus les cfdpenses reel les d exploitation, est 
en contradiction avec la promesse formelle de partager, a raison de 40 et 60 pour 
[1557] 3 N 
















k 20 J?nvierfl908 •** eX P Ioitation * P romesse falte par les Ministres compdtente 

. Que les °®»® du Gouvemement, ayant servi de base a la requite du Liquidateur 
qui a provoqud 1 Ordonnance du 20 Janvier, 1908, ne sont meme pas maintenues car 
«e document dnonce expressdment les pavements qui devront 6tre faits sur’ les 
bdndfices avant le partage prdvu; qu’aucune prime de gestion ne figure dans cette 
&ium&ation; f l u au contraire, ll y est expresscSment dit que les actionnaires de la 

de fur ^ de P^rence, outre Famortissement 

de leur capital, de 3 50 pour cent; et que 1 allocation de la prime de gestion porte ce 

prdtavement a 4r50 pour cent, au detriment de la Compagnie 1 Imp6riale; P 

. a ad aurs s k refus de la future Compagnie d’accepter l’organisation d’un 
mFilK 6 snrf^ e vi X perme , tta ; nt aux cddants de surveiller efficacement leurs intorets, alors 
defiances • 6vldemment des P^cipants, est de nature a dveiller les plus legitimes 

Que le texte proposd par la Compagnie future ne parle pas, sob de l’approbation 
u Gouvemement Fran^ais, dont l’intervention est n4cessaire pour delier la Compagnie 
des engagements de la Convention de 1902, soit celle de l’Empereur Menelek ctant la 
Compagnie c&lante ne peut oublier qu’elle est coneessionnaire, et cela sans quo la 

l P t P °? e Un un pgement quelconque du Gouvemement 

Fran 5 ais, justifiant 1 obtention de cette approbation du Gouvemement Stliiopien, et, que 

lT^ SS1 ? n n 6 saur f. lt °\* bller q ue e’est au refus de l’approbation par l’Empereur 
pSte. de ^ C0nVentl0n de 1902 ( l ue la Compagnie doit attribuer sa situation 

,, P ° ur f ou * es ces considerations etd’autres que le temps fait ddfaut ala Commission 
d exposer, la Commission decide qu elle ne peut accepter le projet proposd. 


[43178] * No. 253. 

Sir F. Bertie to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 11 .) 

{No. 61. Africa.) 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 58, Africa, of thr^th^insTant iVave^he 
t0 trans “ Jt , t0 you herewith copy of a letter which I have to-day received from 
Railway 11 Company ! 3 Mem0ralldum relatlve to Rritisb interests in the Ethiopian 

u° statement , s made b y Mr. Gilmour respecting the points to 
which I directed his attention in the course of recent interviews, I beg leave to sav 

t0 f hlm tbat tbe Trust Company appeared to have throv^good money 
after bad in continuing to make advances to the Ethiopian Railway Compan/ 
Mr. Gilmour is correct as to the second point mentioned. M. Pichon said^to me whan 
discussing the subject, that the Railway Company were impossible people to dea^ 
S&„pTife^£,S ei by implication to the Trust 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS BERTIE. 


[44875] No. 254. 

International Ethiopian Railway Trust and Construction Company to Sir Edward Grey - 

{Received December 23.) 

^ lT> tt\j r ii P , 34?, Clement's Lane, London, December 22 lQOfi 

■ ™ far . ther to our letter of the 9th instant, informing you that we had 

received te egraphic information that the French Government had declared the 
ddcheance of the Imperial Ethiopian Railway Company, we now have the honour to 

n 8 M 5 /iTt f “ j0Umal 0fficiel ” of the 9th December, contain^ on 

° f t i h ° Rep ° rt ” addressed by the Minister of the Colonies dated 
Pans, the bth December, to the President of the Republic, and of the Decree, dated 


* Not printed 
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No. 253* 

Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 


Foreign Office , December 18, 1908. 

bir ’ I 4M directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to transmit to you herewith, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for the Colonies, a copy of a despatch from His 
Majesty's Charge d’Affaires at Adis Ababa relative to present conditions on t 

that, mainly owing to the Emperor Menelek'. 

**emSSise?@&rm 

“ Sly rr™S er “y« a dSTof a. despat an which Sir E. Grey 

proposes, if hi. Lorf.Jip eonouie, to address to Lord H. Herveyin Uns senee.t 

(Signed) W. LANGLEY. 


[1557] 


| Draft despatch to Lord H. Hervey (see No. 822). 
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also the 8th December, signed by the President of the French Republic, and counter¬ 
signed by the Ministers for Foreign Affairs and the Colonies. 

We desire, in the first place, to direct your attention to certain points in the 
Report to the President, signed by M. Milli&s-Lacroix, Minister for the Colonies. 

1. In the first paragraph of his Report, M. Milli&s-Lacroix states that the 
financial position of the Railway Company has been going from bad to worse in recent 
years, and that the Company has had recourse to repeated loans to meet its financial 
obligations. You will observe that M. Millies-Lacroix makes no allusion to the fact 
that the financial embarrassments of the Company were the direct result of the action 
of the French Government in failing to support the Company’s claim under Articles 9 
and 10 of the Concession of 1894 from the Emperor Menelck to collect a dime of 
10 per cent, on all goods carried on the railway; that, further, no allusion is made to 
the fact that the Railway Company waited patiently from 1903 to 1906, at the request 
of the French Government, for the conclusion of the diplomatic negotiations which 
eventually resulted in the signature of the Tripartite Agreement of December 1906; 
that it is not indicated in any way that the loans referred to were contracted by the 
Company to enable it to live during this period of waiting, and that these loans were 
contracted with the knowledge, and in some cases with the sanction, of the French 
Government. The suppression of these material facts is, we submit, calculated to 
create an entirely erroneous impression as to the circumstances in which the loans 
referred to by M. Milli&s-Lacroix were contracted. 

2. M. Milli&s-Lacroix states that M. Georges Leygues, his predecessor, forbade 
the Railway Company, by his letters dated the 23rd August and the 5th September, 
1906, “ d’accroltre le chiffre de son passif.” The only comment we will make on 
this statement is to quote the following extracts from the letters referred to by 
M. Milltes-Lacroix. 

On the 23rd August the Minister for the Colonies wrote to the President of the 
Railway Company acknowledging receipt of a letter of the 2nd August asking for the 
authorization to issue further bonds to meet the September coupon and the current 
requirements of the Company, and stated that, for certain reasons, “ il ne m’est possible 
d’autoriser remission d’obligations pour faire face aux charges susindiqu^es. II 
appartient k votre Compagnie de se procurer, 5 ses risques et pdrils, par tout autre 
moyen r^gulier, les ressources dont elle a besoin.” 

You will see that, so far from the Company being prohibited from adding to its 
liabilities, the Minister, while decliniug to sanction the proposal to raise funds by a 
further issue of bonds, actually invited the Company to raise the funds it required 
“par tout autre moyen rdgulier.” The Railway Company was advised that the 
mortgaging of its property in Abyssinian territory was a “ moyen r^gulier,” and the 
Trust Company was advised in the same sense; but the point to which we wish to 
direct your attention is that M. Millies-Lacroix’ Report does not correctly describe 
M. Leygues’ letter of the 23rd August. 

The letter of the 5th September, of which we send you a copy herewith, as of all 
the other letters referred to in the Report and Decree, does not, as you will see, in 
terms prohibit the Company from adding to its passif , but while repudiating the 
suggestion that the Minister’s failure to reply to the Railway Company’s letter of 
the 31st August implied his consent, contained the statement that “l’emprunt 
d’une sorame que je ne veux pas discuter, contracts par vous aupr£s d’une Socidt6 
quelconque sans mon autorisation formelle^ contrevient aux dispositions de la 
Convention du 6 lAvrier, 1902; il n’a done et6 fait que sous votre responsabilitd 
exclusive et k vos risques et pdrils.” 

You will thus see that while M. Leygues’ letter of the 23rd August refused to 
sanction the issue of further bonds, but invited the Company to provide for its needs 
“ par tout autre moyen r^gulier,” it was not until the 5th September, after the Trust 
Company had advanced the sum required for the service of the coupon of the 
1st September, that M. Leygues informed the Railway Company that any loan made 
without his sanction was, in his view, a contravention of the Convention of 1902. 

3. Incidentally it may be mentioned, though the matter is of no great importance, 
that the Report is inaccurate even as to the length of the line in Abyssinian territory 
mortgaged by the Railway Company to the Trust Company, the length being in fact 
80 kSom. and not 60 kilom., as stated by M. Milltes-Lacroix. 

4. It is alleged by M. Milli5s-Lacroix that the mortgage of the line “ contravenes 
the dispositions of paragraph 3 of Article 5 of the Convention of 1902.” We would 
heg your particular attention to the text of Article 5. 
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... The first paragraph is as follows:— 

Hat* a i S ° Ci ^ concession nai re devra, dans un ddlai de deux mois k partir de la 

Statute a itnei r a °H U f gatl0n d . 6 , a LW a PP rouvant la Puente Convention, modifier ses 
otatuts actuels de fa$on qu lls remplissent les conditions suivantes : ” 

tinna 1 *^ 11 « 116 °M ject of the Article is to secure certain modifica- 

«» "• »' «.» promulgation Tth’ Sw”pp„ri„ s “^ 

Articte 16 provides that failure to comply with the obligations imposed by Article 5 

Slntin $ a oertain penalty, viz., “the cancellation^ l{ the^Snt 

Convention and the withdrawal of the Concession.” As a matter of fact the 

the Colo^r modlfied . w ' th . lri th e time specified, and notified to the Minister for 

therefore satisfied^mi^tV ^ 5 \, ^ h . e obligations under Article 5 were 

£roZ'“" ; S 

~ r - "t l ? “ - - »£ 

paragraih 8 S of e ArtieTe Va fi 0 h aPP i 68 ^ greater force to the statement that 

paragrapn 8 ot Article 5 has also been contravened by the Railway Pnmnnnr 

I?thereTas^h 8 ° a * ° f the , Statutes of the Company which has been contravened 
it there lias been any contravention at all; but we would further noint nut 

you that paragraph 8 of Article 6 is one of the pro^ons of the 

Kntphe^8 6 6 na™nt ,* U 9 *0 Stipukti ? ns 0 V* font i'objet des Articles 5, para- 
O pne S, 6, paragraphe 2; 9, paragraphe 3; 14, paragraphe 2; 15 para^ranhel"- 

3 ’ Ser ° nt a PP licables » sous reserve d’entente entre l’e^ouvernement 

53££ p“' !**■ *> !««. «STS 

of C/™ aware ’ n e Emperor Menelek has refused his assent to the Convention 
nsequently, the provisions of the Convention above enumerated have 
, PP ' atl , on t0 . tb at portion of the railway situated in Abyssinian territory We 
need scarcely remind you that the station of Dird-Daoua, and the 80 kilom of the 

Tn “‘ Comp “^ b ^ he ^** r c„ m p.^,‘ h 4 

Sf «£SS' 

£«cle“fE“5E*F 0 ' VI' 1 -"' J p b C‘.K 

of the CornS* the v r . rench Government claims the power to declare the de'ckeance 

f, Ifll \f er fore ’ tbat the I )cnalt y of decheance does not apply to any failure to 

A *“ e ™ a lready pTS “.X™ 

wnrdL^f H 0W desil ? t0 direct y0Ur attention to the extreme ambiguity of the 
terms?- ° P ^ P ° rtl ° n ° f the Decree ' Articl « 1 » in the follow^g 

d4eh,l L H* C< ? m ?f gnie Imp<5rial ° des Ch emins de Eer fithiopiens, en liquidation est 
ddchue de la Concession qui a fait 1’objet de la Convention susvisee du 6 SK, 

PHl -l 1 !® qu .f^ on naturally arises, what is the Concession of which the Imperial 
Ethiopian Bailway Company is deprived P It will he observed that neithw in 
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M. Millies-Lacroix* Report nor in the Presidential Decree is any mention made of 
the Concession of March 1894, granted by the Emperor Menelik to M. Ilg, and by 
M. Ilg transferred to the Imperial Ethiopian Railway Company. It would, indeed, 
seem to be clear that the French Government cannot deprive the Railway Company of 
a Concession granted to it by the Emperor Menelik in Abyssinian territory. Yet the 
Concession of 1894 was undoubtedly, in part at least, “ l’objet ” of the Convention of 
1902, since the very paragraph of Article 5 (contravention of which is alleged to form 
the basis and justification of the declaration of decheance) expressly refers to “ toutes 
ou partie des lignes conc&tees a la Compagnie entre Djibouti et le cours de l’Aouach.” 
The Hawash River is, we need scarcely point out, not only in Abyssinian territory, but 
is situated beyond the present terminus of the railway at Dir6-Daoua. It would 
therefore seem that the Concession of 1894 was, in fact, “ 1’objet ” of the Convention 
of 1902, and that the Presidential Decree is open to the interpretation that it purports 
to declare the ddcheance of a Concession granted by the Emperor Menelik, a gross 
ip and indefensible attack on the rights of the Emperor Menelik as an independent 
Sovereign. 

It is possible that the French Government may disclaim this interpretation of 
the Decree, and may contend that the declaration of decheance has reference only to 
the Concession granted on the 27th April, 1896, referred to in Article 1 of the 
Convention of 1902. This Concession has reference to that section of the railway 
owned and operated by the Imperial Ethiopian Railway Company, which is situated 
in the French Somaliland Protectorate. But should this reading of the Decree be 
adopted, some interesting questions will at once be raised, notably the question as to 
whether there has, in fact, been any failure on the part of the Railway Company to 
comply with any effective provisions of the Convention of 1902. 

We do not wish to enter on a discussion of the legal questions which are raised by 
the wording of the third paragraph of Article 16, which sets out the consequences 
which result from the declaration of decheance ; but we would merely direct your 
attention to the practical difficulties which must arise as to the confiscation of the 
whole of the Railway Company’s fixed and rolling stock and property of every kind. 
This is, no doubt, a question which will receive the attention it merits from the 
Emperor Menelik and his advisers; but we bring it to your notice, as illustrating the 
k difficulties which must necessarily result from the arbitrary measures which the 
French Government has now adopted towards the Imperial Ethiopian Railway 
Company. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) OCHS BROTHERS, 

Managing Direct or a. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 254. 

Extract from the “ Journal Officiel ” of December 9, 1908. 


Rapport au President de la Re'publique Frangaise. 

M. le President, Paris , le 8 Decembre , 1908. 

LA situation financidre de la Compagnie Imp6riale des Chemins de Fer 
Ethiopiens a 6t6 sans cesse en s’aggravant, au cours de ces dernidres anndes. Bien 
que la Convention du 6 Fdvrier, 1902, approuv^e par la Loi du 6 Avril, 1902, 
ait allou6 h cette Compagnie une subvention annuelle de 500,000 fr., k l’effet de la 
ddgager de ses embarras p4cuniaires et de lui permettre d’achever la ligne jusqu’A 
Addis-Harrar, la Compagnie a dti, depuis lors, recourir h des emprunts rdp£t6s, en 
vue de faire face a ses obligations tinanci&res. 

Saisi par la Compagnie de demandes d’autorisation en vue de nouveaux 
emprunts, mon pr6d£cesseur, M. Georges Leygues, interdit a la Compagnie, par 
lettres en date des 23 Aoftt et 5 Septembre, 1906, d’accroitre le chiffre de son passif. 
La Compagnie crut devoir passer outre a cette interdiction et contracta de nouveaux 
emprunts sans avoir regu l’approbation du Ministre des Colonies, apr5s avis du 
Ministre des Finances, contrevenant ainsi aux dispositions du paragraphe 3 de 
1*Article 5 de la Convention de 1902. 

En outre, la Compagnie donna en gage k son preteur, pour garantir le rembourse- 
ment des emprunts, les biens meubles et immeubles qu’elle possMe a Dirr6-Daoua, 
[1557J 3 O 
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ainsi quo laligne elle-m6me, sur une longueur de 60 kilom., partant de cette gare sur 
l/jibouti. Or, cet engagement constitue une violation de l’Article 5, paragraphe 8 de 
la Convention de 1902. ° r 1 

Ajt u? anS CGS con( ^ on8 > nous avons estimd que la Compagnie avait encouru la 
uecneanoe, par application de l’Article 16, paragraphe 2, de la Convention. 

Si vous partagez cette manure de voir, nous vous serions reconnaissants de revetir 
ue votre signature le projet de _D6cret ci-joint. 

, Nous vous prions, &c. 

Le Ministre des Colonies, 

(Signe) MILLlES-LAC ROIX. 

Le Ministre des Affaires Etrangeres, 

(Signe) S. PICHON. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 254. 

Extract jrom the “Journal Officiel” of December 9, 1908. 


Presidential Decree. 


LE President de la K6publique Frangaise, 

Sur le Rapport des Ministres des Affaires Etrang&res et des Colonies; 

Vu la Convention conclue, le 6 F6vrier, 1902, entre le Protectorat de la C6te 
r rangaise des i Somalis et la Compagnie Imp^riale des Chemins de Fer Ethiopiens, 
notamment 1 Article 5, paragraphes 3 et 8, et l’Article 16; ensemble la Loi du 
t) Avril, 1902, ayant pour objet d’approuyer ladite Convention; 

Vu * es Jettres du Ministre des Colonies au Vice-President du Conseil d’Adminis- 

23 AnAf ion« °°f p , agn ! e r “P£ iale des Chemins de Per Ethiopiens en date des 
23 Aoftt, 1906, 5 beptembre, 1906, et 14 Fevrier, 1907; 

PrA E iXw a i l6 p re de ? Affaires Strangles et des Colonies au Vice- 

PeffcLf C0D T! d , Ad “™ stratl0n d e la Compagnie Imp6riale des Chemins de 
tei Ethiopiens en date du 27 Mars, 1907; 

Vu la lettre des Ministres des Affaires Strangles et des Colonies k M. Vac her 

21 Ddcembrt e ^ 0 ^ om P a ^ nle Im P dr iale des Chemins de Fer Ethiopiens en date du 

!i ettre , 1Iini f tr 1 es des Affair es Strangles et des Colonies au President du 
2 jTn^er, A 19™8 nlStratl ° n ^ Compagnie des ch emins de Fer Ethiopiens en date du 


- , - , 

Considdrant que la Compagnie Impdriale des Chemins de Fer Ethiopiens a 
contrevenu aux dispositions des paragraphes 3 et 8 de l’Article 5 de la Convention 

conclue. lft 6 Wvripr 1009 nnfrnlo J. 1. m, *T-1 . , » vuuvcmion 


i i „ t-, , .* - u ot u.c a jxiriiiuie u ue la uonvennon 

Commanfe ^ 902 ’, entr . e le / rot ^torat de la C6te Frangaise des Somalis et la 

Compagnie Impenale des Chemins de Fer Ethiopiens, 


D£cr&te: 


tion A ei iC rIAnh ; o L 4 C ? m P a S nie I . m P 4riale d e« Chemins de Fer Ethiopiens, en liquida- 
6 F6vril im C ° nCeSS10n qui a fait rob i et de la Convention susvisde du 

Art. 2. Les Ministres des Affaires Etrang&res et des Colonies sont charaAs 
chacun en ce qui le concerne, de l’exdcution du present Ddcret, qui sera public aux 

M “ S°? C1 i lS de l a M ^°P° le ^ de la C6te Fran 9 aise des SonnettoM 
au Bulletin des Lois et au “ Bulletin Officiel ” du Minist6re des Colonies. 


Fait k Paris, le 8 Ddcembre, 1908. 


Par le President de la Republique: 

Le Ministre des Colonies, 

(Signe) Millies-Lacroix. 

J/e Ministre des Affaires Etrang^res, 
(Signe) S. Pichon. 


(SignS) 


A. FALLIfiRES. 


1 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 254. 

• * 

M. Millies-Lacroix to President of Ethiopian Railway Company . 

M. le President, Paris , le 23 Aodt , 1906. 

VOUS m’avez demands, par lettre du 2 Aoftt courant, l’autorisation d’Smettre 
de nouvelles obligations pour vous procurer les fonds nScessaires, d’une part, au 
paiement du coupon du l er Septembre sur les obligations de la deuxiSme sSrie, ainsi 
que des coupons Schus le l er Juillet dernier sur les obligations de la troisiSme sSrie, et, 
d’autre part, aux besoins courants de votre Compagnie pour les mois de Juillet, Ao&t, 
et Septembre. 

J’ai Thonneur de vous faire connaitre, aprSs avoir pris l’avis de M. le Ministre 
des Finances, que, un certain nombre d’actions de la Compagnie n’Stant pas 
enticement libSrSes et leur libSration devant produire une somme trSs supSrieure a 
celle exigSe par les besoins actuels de votre Compagnie, il n’est pas possible 
d’autoriser l’Smission d’obligations pour faire face aux charges susindiquSes. II 
appartient k votre Compagnie de se procurer, k ses risques et pSrils, par tout autre 
moyen rSgulier, les ressources dont elle a besoin. 

Recevez, &c. 

Le Ministre des Colonies, 

(Signe) MILLIES-LAC ROIX. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 254. 

M, Leygues to President of Ethiopian Railway Company. 

M. le President, Paris , le 5 Septembre , 1906. 

PAR lettre dat4e du 30 Aoftt dernier, vous avez sollicitd de mon D6partement 
l’autorisation d’emprunter une somme de 421,000 fr. k la Societe Civile d’Etudes et 
d’Entreprises pour la Construction des Chemins de Fer, aux conditions d’un projet de 
contrat dont vous m’avez adresse le texte. 

Vous m’avez fait connaitre, a la date du 31 Aoftt, que n’ayant regu aucune 
rdponse de moi, vous vous consid6riez comme “ fondes a interpreter mon silence comme 
un acquiescement de principe a vos propositions de la veille.” 

Sans vouloir insister sur l’impossibilite oh j’etais de rdpondre a votre lettre du 
30 Aoftt, apr&s avoir pris l’avis du Ministre des Finances, avant le lendemain soir, je 
tiens a vous faire savoir que je repousse de tous points cette interpretation. 

Par suite, l’emprunt d’une somme que je ne veux pas discuter, contracts par vous 
aupr&s d’une Societe quelconque sans mon automation formelle, contrevient aux 
dispositions de la Convention du 6 Fevrier, 1902 ; il n’a clone ete fait que sous votre 
responsabilite exclusive et k vos risques et perils. 

Recevez, &c. 

Le Ministre des Colonies, 

(Signe) G. LEYGUES. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 254. 

M. Millies-Lacroix to Secretary of Ethiopian Railway Company. 

Monsieur, Paris , le 15 Fe'vrier , 1907. 

J’AI* l’honneur de vous adresser ci-joint copie de la dep&che que j’ai adressee, k 
la date de ce jour, k M. le Vice-President della Compagnie Imperiale des Chemins de 
Fer Ethiopiens. 

Recevez, &c. 

Le Ministre des Colonies, 

(Signe) MILLIES-LACROIX. 
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‘Inclosure 6 in No. 254. 

iVf. Millies-Lacroix to Vice-President of Ethiopian Railway Company. 

M. le Vice-President, [ Non datee.j 

L’EXAMEN du Rapport que m’a adress4 M. Lavy, Commissaire du Gouvernement 
aupres de votre Society, m’a entre autres faits, Pexistence d’emprunts contract4s 

sans 1 autorisation du Gouvernement, par la Compagnie Imperiale des Chemins de 
±er Ethiopiens, auprds de V “ International Ethiopian Railway Trust and Construction 
Company (Limited).” 

Sans pr^juger des sanctions que pourrait comporter le fait, de votre part, d’avoir 
contracts sans autorisation ces emprunts, je tiens d&s k present a constater que ces 
operations ont ete faites en violation de 1*Article 5, paragraphe 3 de la Convention du 
6 F evner, 1902, par la Loi du 6 Avril suivant. 

J’ajoute que, par le meme courrier, j’envoie copie k V “ International Ethiopian 
Trust de la presente dep£che. 

Recevez, &c. 

Le Ministre des Colonies, 

(Sign6) MILLIES-LACROIX. 


Inclosure 7 in No. 254. 

Joint Communication addressed to Vice-President of Ethiopian Railway Company. 

M - . Paris, le 27 Mars, 1907. 

SA Majeste 1 Empereur MSnSlik a fait demander au Gouvernement Francais de 
vouloir bien verifier si, & un moment quelconque, il a StS fait mention sur les registres 
de la Compagnie Imperiale des Chemins de Fer Ethiopiens d’un achat d’obligations 
ou d actions effectuS pour le compte du Gouvernement Ethiopien. 

M. Lavy, Commissaire du Gouvernement aupr&s de votre Societe, declare dans 
son Rapport en date du 29 Mars, 1907, que la verification k laquelle il s’est livrS n’a 
fait apparaitre nulle part dans vos Scritures la trace d’une operation de cette nature. 

D autre part, une Commission composSe des reprSsentants de MM. les Ministres 
des Finances, des Affaires EtrangSres et des Colonies a ete spScialement constituSe 
en vue d Studier la situation de la Compagnie. 

Cette Commission, dSsireuse d’assurer l’achevement par une enterprise Fran?aise 
du Chemin de Fer Ethiopien, a envisage successivement toutes les combinaisons 
susceptibles d assurer un fonctionnement normal de notre Societe. 

a ^ tre re ^ enue * Aucune, en effet, ne semblait devoir donner des 

resultats satisfaisants dans la pratique. De plus, toutes etaient viciees dans leur 
prmcipe meme, car elles impliquaient la consecration oflicielle d’un etat de faits qui 
s est constitue sans l’approbation du Gouvernement. 

Par suite, la Commission, dans sa seance du 16 Mars dernier, et aprds avoir 
entendu vos explications, a ete amenee k vous demander si la meilleure des solutions 
actuelles ne consisterait pas, pour votre Conseil d’Administration, k provoquer lui- 
meme la liquidation judiciaire de la Societe. 

Voub avez declare qu’il vous paraissait impossible que la Compagnie pAt accepter 
une semblable solution. 

En presence de votre declaration, le Gouvernement se voit dans l’obli»ation de 
faire toutes reserves sur les consequences qui peuvent rdsulter pour la Compagnie de 
son refus dentrer dans la voie qui lui est indiquee. 

t present, il est etabli que les Rapports de M. Lavy en date du 8 Septembre, 

1906, 6 Eevner, 7 et 13 Mars, 1907, que vous avez contracte une sdrie d’emprunts et 
passe, h leur occasion, divers contrats sans 1’autorisat.ion pliable et ndcessaire du 

Ministre des Colonies, contrevenant ainsi aux dispositions de la Convention du 
6 Fevrier, 1902. 

En consequence, nous croyons devoir vous impartir un deiai de trois mois pour 

prendre les mesures imposees par la situation irrdguliere dans laquelle s’est placle la 
Compagnie. r 
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Passe ce d61ai, la Compagnie Imp6riale des Chemins de Fer Ethiopiens serait 
expose k subir les sanctions que comportent les irregularity dont est entachee sa 
gestion. 

Recevez, &c. 

Le Ministre des Colonies, 

(Sign6) MILLlfiS-LACROIX. 

Le Ministre des Affaires Btrang^res, 
(Sign4) S. PICHON. 


Inclosure 8 in No. 254. 

Joint Communication addressed to Liquidator of Ethiopian Railway Company . . 

Paris , le 24 Decembre , 1907. 

VU la lettre du Ministre des Colonies a M. le Vice-President du Conseil 
d*Administration de la Compagnie Imperiale des Chemins de Fer Ethiopiens, en date 
du 14 Fevrier, 1907, par laquelle, “ sans prejuger des sanctions que pourrait com¬ 
porter le fait,” le Ministre des Colonies a notifie k la Compagnie que diverses 
operations d’emprunt ont ete faites par elle en violation de Y Article 5, paragraphe 3, 
de la Convention du 6 Fevrier, 1902, approuvee par la Loi du 8 Avril suivant; 

Vu la lettre des Ministres des Affaires Strangles et des Colonies, k M. le Vice- 
President du Conseil d*Administration de la Compagnie Imperiale des Chemins de 
Fer Ethiopiens, en date du 27 Mars, 1907, par laquelle les Ministres ci-dessus 
designes— 

1. Ont notifie k la Compagnie qu’elle etait d£s k present etablie par les Rapports 
de M. Lavy, Commissaire du Gouvernement, en date du 8 Septembre, 1906 ; 6 Fevrier, 
1907 ; 7 et 13 Mars, 1907, que la Compagnie a contracte une serie d’emprunts et 

S asse, k leur occasion, divers contrats sans l’autorisation prealable et necessaire 
u Ministre des Colonies, contrevenant ainsi aux dispositions de la Convention du 

6 Fevrier, 1902 ; . 

2. Ont imparti, en consequence des faits ci-dessus rappeies, un deiai de trois mois 
k la Compagnie pour prendre les mesures imposees par la situation irreguliere dans 
laquelle elle s’est placee, deiai k l’expiration duquel la Compagnie des Chemins de Fer 
Bthiopiens serait exposee k subir les sanctions que comportent les irregularites dont 

est entachee sa gestion ; . 

Considerant que le deiai ci-dessus imparti est expire a la date du 27 Jmn ; 
Considerant qu’anterieurement k cette date, ni m6me depuis cette date, les 
irregularites relev6es dans la gestion de la Compagnie n’ont ete couvertes ; 

Decident: 

LJn nouveau deiai de quinze jours est imparti k la Compagnie pour prendre telles 
mesures qu’elle jugera opportunes en vue de regulariser sa situation administrative $ 
k l’expiration dudit deiai la Compagnie sera exposee k subir telles sanctions que de 
droit. 

Le Ministre des Colonies, 

(Signe) MILLIES-LACROIX. 

Le Ministre des Affaires Etrang^res, 
(Signe) S. PICHON. 


Inclosure 9 in No. 254. 

Joint Communication addressed to President of Ethiopian Railway Company. 

M. le President, Paris , le 2 Janvier , 1908. 

NOUS avons l’honneur de vous rappeler que, par lettre en date du 24 Decembre, 
1907, dont vous trouverez ci-joint la copie, nous avons avise votre Compagnie, par 
Pintermediaire de son Liquidateur judiciaire, que les irregularites, relevees a diverses 
reprises dans la gestion de la Compagnie des Chemins de Fer Ethiopiens, n’ayant pas ete 
[1557] 3 p 
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<5ouvertes, un d61ai de quinze jours dtait imparti h cette Compagnie pour prendre 
telles mesures qu’elle jugerait opportunes, en vue de rdgulariser sa situation adminis¬ 
trative, et qu k 1 expiration dudit ddlai la Compagnie serait expos^e k subir telles 
sanctions que de droit. 

Le Ministre des Colonies, 

(Signd) MILLlfiS-LACROIX. 

Le Ministre des Affaires Etrang&res, 
(Signd) S. PICHON. 


1.41576] No. 255. 

Lord H. Hcrvey to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 28.) 

(No. 38.) 

Adis Ababa , December 5, 1908. 

I HAVE the honour to report that I succeeded in obtaining a short interview with 
the Emperor last week, at which 1 inquired what further steps had been taken with 
regard to the appointment of Commissioners for the delimitation, in conjunction 
with Major Gwynn, of the southern frontier. 

His Majesty replied that he had given orders to Dejaz Balcha and Fitaurari Hapta 
Giorgis to send reliable men to carry out the work; he had not as yet appointed any 
one special Commissioner, but as he was leaving the next day for the country, he would 
consider the matter on his return. I pointed out that the work by that time would be 
Yi ad Y anced > aud I wished it to be clearly understood that whether any special 
Abyssinian Commissioner arrived or not, the boundary as defined in the meantime must 
hereafter be officially recognized. The Emperor signified his assent to this arrange¬ 
ment. 

^ a ^ S ° com P^ a ^ n about the way Major Gwynn was treated on his way to 
-Dolo. It appears that the Headman at Ginir was absent when the Commission arrived 
there, and his subordinate ignored the Emperor’s pass altogether, preventing the party 
from leaving. Fortunately the Headman soon returned, and the Commissioners were 
allowed to proceed on their journey. 

The Emperor promised to have the offender brought in and punished; but such 
cases of subordinate officials disobeying his orders are very frequent, and go to prove 
how small is his influence even at a comparatively short distance from the capital. 

His Majesty was considerably improved in health and seems to be gradually 
regaining strength. 

1 have &c. 

(Signed) ’ HERBERT HERVEY. 


£45169] No. 256. 

Lord H. Hervey to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 28.) 

(No. 40. Private and Confidential.) 

Adis Ababa , December 5, 1908. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your despatch No. 105 of the 
3rd November last, inclosing a Report by Mr. Ambruster on his recent journey through 
Abyssinia. 

With regard to instances quoted of local Chiefs disregarding King Menelek’s 
orders, I would point out that the same thing happens in every part of Abyssinia, and 
is due to the governmental system of the country, according to which each petty Chief 
is responsible to and recognizes only his own immediate superior. The fault in such 
oases would either lie with the Governor of the country for not issuing explicit orders 
to his subordinates or with the traveller for not giving sufficiently exact information as 
to the route he proposes to take and the dates he is likely to arrive at specific points. 
I put this as a general case, and do not suggest that Mr. Ambruster failed to do what 
w&s necessary. 

Mr. Ambruster deals at length in his Report with the question of etiquette. 
Unfortunately, although he carried his point with Ras Guksa, the matter was not 
.allowed to rest there, as the Ras complained to the Emperor, who in turn brought the 
matter to Sir John Harrington’s notice. 
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As far as my information goes, a foreigner should, in the case of a Ras or other 
high-placed Abyssinian, send to acquaint him of his arrival; the Ras would then 
dispatch one of his personal officers to invite the visitor to his house, where he would 
receive him, possibly seated, but rising out of courtesy to greet him. . 

Mr. Ambruster’s experience of Abyssinia and Abyssinian customs is so considerable 
that I hesitate to question the strict accuracy of his views ; but undoubtedly much 
resentment and friction have resulted from their being carried out, and this cannot 
fail to be prejudicial to other travellers and merchants, who will probably find that 
the local authorities will fight shy of them altogether rather than by yielding suffer 
humiliation in the eyes of their countrymen. Under the circumstances, if you approve, 
I propose postponing for the present any reference to the disregard by local Chiefs of 

the Emperor’s orders. , . , at 

The question of the currency has been submitted to the Bank of Abyssmia, ana 1 

am still awaiting their reply. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) HERBERT HERVEY. 


[42357] No - 257 - 

Foreign Office to Ethiopian Railway Trust and Construction Company. 

Gentlemen, Foreign Office , Deceniber 28, 1908. 

IN continuation of my letter of the 2nd instant relative to your position as creditors 
and shareholders of the Imperial Ethiopian Railway Company, I am directed by 
Secretary Sir E. Grey to inform you that he has now received a reply from the French 
Ambassador at this Court to the Memorandum which, as you are already aware, was 

addressed to his Excellency on this subject on the 2nd July last. 

M. Cambon observes that the delay in replying to Sir E. Grey s Memorandum^was 
due to the necessity of referring to M. Klobukowski, then French Minister at Cairo 
and now Governor-General of French Indo-China, and to M. Gueruant, then Directeui 
in the Ministry of Finance and now Sub-Governor of the Bank of France, the 
declarations stated in the Memorandum to have been made by those high officials to the 

representatives of the Trust Company. . , ,, 

M. Cambon states that both gentlemen formally deny the allegations ot the 
representatives of the Trust Company. Neither the one nor the other has ever 
asked that your Company should lend financial assistance to the Ethiopian Railway 
Company. On the contrary, they informed the Earl of Chesterfield, M. Ochs, and 
M. Acat that they were opposed to all intervention of this nature, and the language 
held by them during the interviews of February 1907 was very definite and the exact 

opposite of that which is ascribed to them. ^ , « . , , 

With regard to the general aspect of the case, M. Cambon states that he can only 
refer Sir E. Grey to his Excellency’s notes of the 31st January and the 30th March 
last with the terms of which your Company are already familiar, and his Excellency 
has’to observe once more that the Trust Company’s claim is a legal matter which 
appertains solely to the French Courts of Law. 

x am, flee. 

(Signed) W. LANGLEY. 
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